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| volundarhuasi timans

2006 var
islands. Um langan aldur hafa fornleifar og

ellefta starfsar Fornleifastofnunar
fornleifafraedi vakid forvitni folks, en a rGmum
aratug hoéfum vid, sem géngum daglega til
starfa & pessum vettvangi, ordid vor vid
stigvaxandi ahuga almennings. | hugum margra
eru minjar Gr fortid sveipadar avintyraljoma.
Fornleifafreedin hefur pad hlutverk ad reyna ad
svipta hulunni af minjunum, glaeda nyjan
skilning & gildi peirra og samhengi og beeta vid
ordi hér og par i sdgu mannsins. Fjoldi starfa &
svidi fornleifafraedi hefur margfaldast a nyrri 6ld,
og pau spanna fleiri svid en adur. bratt fyrir
vaxandi sérhaefingu hefur ahugi almennings ekki
minnkad, heldur er vandlega fylgst med
hverskyns visindalegum vidburdum, jafnvel pétt
hnotid verdi um framandi ord eda ny og torskilin
a bord vid

mannabeinum sem varpad geta ljési & uppruna

sannindi strontiumsamseetur |
landnédmsmanna. Medal annarra skemmtilegra
nyjunga & arinu sem var ad lida er einmitt fyrsta
vefltgafa ordasafns i fornleifafreedi, en pvi er
atlad ad na utan um og préa fagmal og ordtak

In the Labyrinth of Time

2006 was the 11th year of operation of the
Institute of Archaeology in Iceland. From the be-
ginning of time remains from the past have
aroused people’s curiosity but, for those of us
who have been busy working in this field for the
past decade, it is noticeable that the interest of
the general public is still increasing. For many,
archaeological remains are wrapped in mystery
and adventure. The role of the scientific disci-
pline of archaeology is to unveil the meaning,
nature and importance of these relics, adding to
or reviewing our view of the human history.
From the beginning of the present century,
many new jobs in archaeology have been creat-
ed, spanning a much wider scope of specialised
fields than before. Yet, despite increased special-
isation, the general public maintains its enthusi-
asm, and follows up the latest scientific events,
despite the occasional, unfamiliar neologism or
the obscurity of the new techniques, such as
strontium isotopes in human bones and their
potential for throwing light on the origins of the
settlers of Iceland during the Iron Age. Amongst
the various innovations of 2006 is the first ever
dictionary of Icelandic archaeology, which is in-

& pessu svidi. Fornleifafraedin neer nd til allra alda
islandsbyggdar og 4 &rinu voru t.d. gerdar
rannséknir a mannvistarleifum fré 19. og 20. 6ld
vid hafnarbakkann i Reykjavik. Laekurinn
svonefndi kom i lj6s vid uppgroft i Laeekjargotu.
Nyminjar vekja loks verdskuldada athygli, en
einnig hefur gamla landnémsbylid vid Adalstreeti
i Reykjavik, sem grafid var upp i upphafi
aldarinnar, vakid hrifningu og hlutu peir sem
hénnudu syninguna kringum minjarnar sérstok
verdlaun fyrir stafreena midlun.

Fornleifafreedingar lata sér ekki naegja ad rann-
saka minjar med grefti, liggjandi & hnjadnum med
mold & nefbroddinum, heldur hefja peir sig nd
til flugs og mynda sem 6dast minjastadina Ur
lofti. A islandi eru akjésanleg skilyrdi til slikrar
fiarkonnunar Gr lofti og opnar hdn nyja mogu-
leika til rannsékna & minjum og stadhattum. Su
pj6dlega og hefdbundna mynd sem vid hoéfum
haft af fornminjum & pingvéllum vid Oxara er
smatt og smatt ad breytast. Toéftir par eru
langtum fleiri en adur var talid. Vid Brennugja er

dularfullur, manngerdur héll, med dyrabeinum

tended to help develop and improve the ex-
the
Archaeological research in Iceland has finally ex-

panding  vocabulary  of profession.
panded to embrace all periods of Icelandic his-
tory. In 2006, excavations were carried out by
the old harbour in the centre, revealing occupa-
tional material from the 19th and early 20th
centuries. At last, not only is the “modern” past
receiving attention, but also the very early set-
tlement site of Reykjavik Farm, which the
Institute excavated at the turn of the century
has now become a much visited attraction in
the city centre.

Aerial photography is also becoming one of
the fastest growing branches in Icelandic ar-
chaeology. The working conditions are excep-
tional, not only because the ground is for the
most part not covered by forests or urban devel-
opment, but also, because of the ideal, low-an-
gled sunlight, which produces contrasting shad-
ows of buried, archaeological features.

The traditional and national idea and image of
the great general assembly site, bingvellir, is
now changing. Excavations and survey have re-
vealed a number of previously unknown re-



og silfurpeningum fra 11. old. Logberg, sem
einu sinni var glatad, en freedimenn fundu &
sidustu old, er liklega tynt enn og aftur. Kaup-
mannabudir fra midoldum blasa nd vid & Gasum
vid Eyjafjord. begar idgreenu tdninu i Vatnsfirdi
vid isafjardardjdp var flett ofan af moldinni kom
i ljos fjoldi 6pekktra vikingaaldarhusa. Einna mikil-
fenglegast af allri pessari dyrd er p6 ad sja hladna
steinveggi porpsins i Skalholti risa & ny ar hjapi
lidins tima. Fyrir pann sem reikar par um er sem
gengid sé inn i framandi volundarhis, og ekki
sjalfgefid ad rata rétta leid.

Adolf Fridriksson, forst6dumadur

mains, including house structures of temporary
dwellings, and an artificial mound, containing
an unusual assemblage of animal bones and sil-
ver coins from the 11th century. Merchants’
huts in the medieval trading centre of Gasir, N-
Iceland have also been uncovered, and in
Vatnsfjorour, NW-Iceland, a whole cluster of
Viking-Age house is now under excavation. Of
all these sites, however, the ruins of the bisho-
pric at Skalholt, S-Iceland, offer without doubt
the most impressive scenery from the past. Like
an endless labyrinth, the surviving stone walls of
halls and corridors in Skélholt are rising from the
depths of time.

Adolf Fridriksson, Director

Rdastirnar i Skalholti.

The ruins at Skalholt.

Heedameelingar é Gasum.

Taking levels at Gdsir.




Starfsemi og skipulag

Hlutverk Fornleifastofnunar fornleifar og skylt efni, ARCHAEOLOGIA
Fornleifastofnun islands er sjalfseignarstofnun og  ISLANDICA. Stofnunin hefur unnid vid marg-
starfar eftir stadfestri skipulagsskra (Stj.tid. 1995,  visleg freedsluverkefni, veitir namsstyrki og teeki-
B 62-65, nr. 396) samkveemt I6gum um sj6di og  feeri til starfsnams, og a hennar vegum starfar
stofnanir nr. 19/1988. Var skrain stadfest af halfu  Fornleifaskélinn, sem veitir ungu visindafélki
démsmalaraduneytisins pann 7. juli 1995. Héfst  pjalfun i vettvangsrannséknum.

par med formleg starfsemi stofnunarinnar, en

hadn ték jafnframt yfir margvislegt rannséknarstarf ~ Stjorn

sem unnid hafdi verid af adstandendum hennar | stjérn stofnunarinnar sitja Adolf Fridriksson
allt fra arinu 1989. Tilgangur stofnunarinnar er  formadur, Gardar Gudmundsson, Gavin Lucas,
ad efla rannséknir og utgéafustarfsemi & svidi  Orri Vésteinsson og M;joll Snaesdoéttir. Stjornin
fornleifafreedi og skyldra greina. Sérstok ahersla  hélt prja fundi a arinu par sem reett var um stédu
hefur verid 16gd & uppbyggingarstarf, og hafa stofnunarinnar og framtid. Lagdir voru fram
starfsmenn stofnunarinnar komid vida vid, s.s. arsreikningar og peir sampykktir.

vid endurskodun pjédminjalaga og endurskipulag

pj6dminjavorslu, préun og umbeetur & adferda-  Starfslid

fraedi vid fornleifaskraningu, uppgroft, umhverfis-  Arid 2006 voru 20 starfsmenn i fostu starfslidi
mat og gagnasyslu. Einnig hefur verid 16gd Fornleifastofnunar: Adolf Fridriksson, Andrea
dhersla & patt fornvistfreeda vid fornleifarann-  Hardardéttir, Birna Larusdottir, Elin Osk Hreidars-
soknir, og fjdlpeett samstarf vid innlenda og déttir, Gardar Gudmundsson, Gavin Lucas,
erlenda adila. Stofnunin rekur safn rannséknar-  Gudrin Alda Gisladéttir, Howell Roberts, Lilja
gagna og upplysinga um islenskar fornleifar  Bjork Palsdéttir, Mjoll Snaesdéttir, Oddgeir Hans-
(Isleif) og gefur Gt alpj6dlegt timarit um fslenskar  son, Orri Vésteinsson, Oscar Aldred, Olof

Organization and Management

The Role of the Institute Board of directors
Fornleifastofnun islands is an independent chari-  On the board of directors are Adolf Fridriksson
ty governed by statutes (Stj.tid. 1995, B 62-65, (Chairman), Gardar Gudmundsson, Gavin Lucas,
nr. 396) in accordance with the Funds and Mijoll Snaesdéttir and Orri Vésteinsson. The
Institutions Act no. 19/1988. These statutes Board held three meetings during 2006, discuss-
were confirmed by the Ministry of Justice on 7 ing the current position of the Institute and fu-
July 1995. That year, activities started formally; ture development. The annual accounts were
however the FSI took over various research ac- presented and accepted.
tivities run by the founders of the institute since
1989. The aim of the institute is to increase re-  Staff
search and publication in archaeology. Particular  In 2006 there were 20 permanent members of
emphasis is placed on development and im- staff: Adolf Fridriksson, Andrea Hardardottir,
provement of the working environment of ar-  Birna Larusdéttir, Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir, Gardar
chaeologists in Iceland, such as methodological Gudmundsson, Gavin Lucas, Gudrin Alda
development, survey, excavation, environmen-  Gisladéttir, Howell Roberts, Lilja Bjork Palsdéttir,
tal assessment and data management. The FSI  M;joll  Snaesdétti, Oddgeir Hansson, Orri
has also emphasised international cooperation. Vésteinsson, Oscar Aldred, Ol5f porsteinsdéttir,
The FSI maintains a large database of archaeo- Runar Leifsson, Sigridur borgeirsdéttir, Sélveig
logical sites in Iceland (ISLEIF) and publishes an ~ Gudmundsdéttir Beck, Stefan Olafsson, Seedis
international journal (ARCHAEOLOGIA  Gunnarsdéttir and Uggi Avarsson. Of these,
ISLANDICA). The FSI also runs an international eleven worked full-time, others part-time.
field school every summer. In addition, the following worked short-term on
surveys, excavation or other projects: Colleen
Batey, Astrid Daxbock, Louise Felding, Andrew



Porsteinsdéttir, Rinar Leifsson, Sigridur borgeirs-
doéttir, Sélveig Gudmundsdéttir Beck, Stefan
Olafsson, Saedis Gunnarsdéttir og Uggi Avars-

son. Voru ellefu einstaklingar i fullu starfi en adrir
i hlutastorfum.

Auk peirra unnu vid fornleifaskraningu, forn-
leifauppgroft og onnur verkefni: Colleen Batey,
Astrid Daxbock, Louise Felding, Andrew F. Hall,
Agusta Edwald, Armann Gudmundsson, Berglind
Prunner, Bjarki Borgpérsson, Eric Anderson De
Assis Bruno, Marta Dulunicz, Elin Bjarnadéttir,
Ramona Harrison, Hakon Jensson, Candice
Keziah Hatherley, Hildur Gestsdéttir, Hronn
Konradsdéttir, Magnis A. Sigurgeirsson, Ruth
Maher, Karen Milek, Freya Sadarangani, Sigrin
Inga Gardarsdéttir, Oskar Leifur Arnarson, Oskar
G. Sveinbjarnarson, Konrad Smiarowski, Jonas
Secher Schmidt, James Stuart Taylor, Vala Bjorg
Gardarsdéttir, Jeanette Wooding og Davide
Marco Zori. Adolf Fridriksson er forstédumadur
stofnunarinnar. Howell Magnus Roberts deildar-
stjéri uppgraftardeildar, Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir
deildarstjori fornleifaskraningar, Olof borsteins-

F. Hall, Agl]sta Edwald, Armann Gudmundsson,
Berglind Prunner, Bjarki Borgpdrsson, Eric
Anderson De Assis Bruno, Marta Dulunicz, Elin
Bjarnadéttir, Ramona Harrison, Hakon Jensson,
Candice Keziah Hatherley, Hildur Gestsdéttir,
Hrénn Konradsdéttir, Magnis A Sigurgeirsson,
Ruth Maher, Karen Milek, Freya Sadarangani,
Sigrin Inga Gardarsdottir, Oskar Leifur Arnarson,
Oskar G. Sveinbjarnarson, Konrad Smiarowski,
Jonas Secher Schmidt, James Stuart Taylor, Vala
Bjorg Gardarsdottir, Jeanette Wooding and
Davide Marco Zori. The director of the institute
is Adolf Fridriksson. Howell Magnus Roberts is
head of department of excavation, Elin Osk
Hreidarsdéttir is head of survey, Olof bor-
steinsdottir is head secretary and Andrea Harda-
doéttir is part-time project manager of Forn-
leifastofnun in [safjordur. In total, forty-eight
individuals were employed occupying nineteen
positions.

dottir skrifstofustjéri og Andrea Hardardéttir er
verkefnastjéri Fornleifastofnunar & Isafirdi. Alls
storfudu 48 launpegar & arinu, i 19 stodugild-

um.

Hildur Gestsdattir, Gudriin Alda Gisladéttir og Runar Leifsson rceda mdlin.

Hildur Gestsdattir, Gudriin Alda Gisladéttir and Rinar Leifsson chatting.



Rekstrarreikningur

Tekjur i pus. kr.
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Fornleifaskraning

Fornleifastofnun islands hefur fra arinu 1993
skrad fornleifar vidsvegar um Island. Jafnhlida
skraningu hefur jafnt og pétt verid unnid ad pvi
ad beeta skraningarkerfid, geymslu og midlun
gagnanna.

Fornleifaskraningu er skipt i sveedis-, adal- og
deiliskraningu.

Sveedisskraning

Svaedisskraning er heimildadttekt par sem leitast
er vid ad taka saman tilteekar upplysingar um
fornleifar & akvednu svaedi, oftast i heilum sveitar-
félogum. Vid sveedisskraningu eru tekin saman
gogn, annarsvegar um pekktar fornleifar og
hinsvegar um atridi sem geta gefid visbendingar
um stadsetningu og edli fornleifa. A peim grunni
er lagt mat & fjolda, dreifingu og edli menn-
ingarminja a vidkomandi svaedi og gerdar tillog-
ur um verndun, nytingu og frekari athuganir.
Yfirleitt er lagt til ad heilir hreppar, hérud eda
syslur sameinist um ad lata gera sveedisskraningu
enda er pad hagkveemasta leidin til ad fa yfirlit
um menningarminjar og afla peirra heimilda

Archaeological Site Survey

The Institute of Archaeology began archaeologi-
cal site surveying in 1993. Since then, the
Institute has worked to improve the methods of
surveying and the storage and communication
of the data. The Institute of Archaeology con-
ducts site survey in the following three stages
that match with the three stages of the planning
process as it is carried out in Iceland: regional,
field and intensive surveys.

Regional survey

In a regional survey (sveedisskraning), all availa-
ble documentary evidence on archaeological
sites is assembled and analyzed. A regional sur-
vey describes known archaeological sites and
evaluates the number, types and condition of
archaeological sites in the area examined.

The results of regional surveys are presented
in two forms:

1 A report containing a desktop assessment of
the archaeological sites in the entire area with
recommendations of ways to protect and pro-
mote them as well as direction for further re-

sem naudsynlegar eru vid adalskraningu eda vett-
vangsvinnu. Nidurstada sveedisskraningar er
annarsvegar skyrsla med heildarmati & menn-
ingarminjum & athugunarsveedinu og hinsvegar
gagnagrunnur Yfir allar peer upplysingar sem
safnad hefur verid og adalskraning mun sidan

byggijast a.

Adalskraning

[ adalskraningu eru fornleifar skrédar 4 vettvangi.
Skraningin byggist & svaedisskraningunni en felst {
vettvangsvinnu og midar fyrst og fremst ad pvi ad
stadsetja og kortleggja fornleifar. ba er farid a
vettvang, vidtol tekin vid stadkunnuga og gengid
4 alla minjastadi, peir skodadir og stadsettir a korti.
Toftir eru teiknadar upp og liésmyndadar. A grunni
pessara upplysinga er sidan ritud skyrsla par sem
gerd er grein fyrir sdgu mannvistar og buskapar a
vidkomandi svaedi, lyst einkennum menningarminja
og gerdar tillogur um verndun og kynningu.
Markmid adalskraningar eru pau somu og sveedis-
skraningar en nidurstodur verda mun markvissari a
grunni fleiri og nakveemari gagna.

search.

2 A computerised database containing details
of all sites in the area, upon which the next field
stage of survey will be built.

Field survey

A field survey (adalskraning) expands on a re-
gional survey by visiting all the sites, and mak-
ing descriptions and illustrations of each.

Before going into the field, the surveyors inter-
view local people in the area in order to gather
information about sites which are not men-
tioned in documents. In the field survey all sites
are visited and mapped and all the ruins photo-
graphed and drawn. A field survey report in-
cludes an overview of the history of settlement
and agriculture in the area as well as a descrip-
tion of the common characteristics of the area’s
sites. Further suggestions are also made about
ways to protect and promote especially interest-
ing sites. The general aims of field surveying are
the same as regional surveys, but the results are
more precise due to thorough field research.




Deiliskraning
Vid deiliskraningu er gerd nakveemari rannsékn
og/eda uppmaeeling a einstokum minjastédum &
litlu sveedi, t.d. par sem leggja parf mat a hvort
fjarleegja a fornleifar med uppgreftri eda par sem
nyta & minjastadi fyrir Gtivist. Olikt sveedis- og
adalskraningu fornleifa er ekki gert rad fyrir ad
deiliskraning verdi gerd & ollum minjastédum.
Deiliskraning er fyrst og fremst gerd par sem
verid er ad vinna deiliskipulag.

Markmid deiliskraningar er ad fa nakveema
yfirsyn yfir minjar a litlum, afmérkudum sveed-
um.

Sabws of field sureey, December 2006

Era

Intensive survey

An intensive survey (deiliskraning) is a more
thorough research project, sometimes with
more detailed mapping. Unlike regional and
field surveys, intensive surveys are conducted
when a more thorough analysis is needed to fa-
cilitate decisions on land use, usually as a condi-
tion of planning consent where a planning per-
mission has already been sought. The aim of
intensive survey is primarily to obtain an over-
view which is as complete and precise as possi-
ble of all sites in a small, defined area.

Documentary survey 2006
In the year 2006 there were approximately 6500
sites included in a documentary survey and reg-
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Sveedisskraning 2006

Arid 2006 voru svaedisskradar um 6500 fornleifar
i sleifu, gagnagrunn Fornleifastofnunar. I arslok
2005 veitti Impra, nyskdpunarmidstod 1dnteekni-
stofnunar, Fornleifastofnun f{slands, styrk il

.

verkefnisins ,Pjédmenning i pagu atvinnu-
skopunar” fyrir arid 2006. Verkefnid er lidur i
Ataki til atvinnuskopunar sem Impra stendur
fyrir, og er pad f6lgid i grunnskraningu fornleifa
i famennum og félitlum sveitarfélogum. I tengsl-
um vid verkefnid voru sveedisskradar fornleifar {
Mijéafjardarhreppi i S-Mdlasyslu, Svalbardshreppi
i bistilfirdi, Saurbaejarhreppi i Dalasyslu og gamla
Kleifahreppi i Vestur-Skaftafellssyslu. Auk pessara
hreppa var sveitarfélagid Vogar skrad f
heild sinni. A &rinu st6d Fornleifastofnun
fyrir pvi ad skra inn { isleifu grunn-
upplysingar um allar peer jardir sem
voru [6gbyli um midja 19. 6ld. bar med
er fyrsta hluta jardaskraningar fyrir allt
landid lokid i gagnagrunninn en ennpé
eftir mikid verk vid ad
heimildum fyrir fornleifar & stérum

er safna

hluta landsins.

istered in Isleif, the sites and monu-
ments database of the Institute of
Archaeology. In late 2005 IMPRA the
innovation center sponsored a docu-
mentary survey project in several areas.
As part of this a documentary survey
conducted  in

was S-Midlasysla,

Svalbardshreppur  in  bistilfjordur,
Saurbeejarhreppurin Dalasysla and Kleifarhreppur
in V Skaftafellssysla. Furthermore, a survey was
made for the community of Vogar, close to
Reykjavik. In 2006 the Institute gathered basic
information for all farms that were inhabited in
the mid-19th century. Thus, a basic farm survey
for the whole of Iceland has been compiled for
the database. Much work still remains in the
field of documentary survey in large parts of the

country.

Besides this, additional documentary surveys
were conducted on farms and in connection
with smaller projects:

Leirvogstunga in Mosfellsbeer, near Reykjavik
Kilhraun in Skeidahreppur, SW Iceland



Auk steerri sveedisskraningarverkefna var gerd
sveedisskraning fyrir eftirtalda beei i tengslum vid
minni verkefni:

e Leirvogstungu i Mosfellsbee

e Kilhraun i Skeidahreppi

e Réttarholt i Gnupverjahreppi

e Laugardeeli i Hraungerdishreppi

i arslok 2006 voru rimlega 77.000 svaedisskradar
fornleifar i gagnagrunni Fornleifastofnunar.

Starfsmenn sem unnu ad sveedisskraningu a
arinu voru: Andrea Hardardottir, Birna Larudéttir,
Elin Osk Hreidarsdéttir, Hakon Jensson, Orri
Vésteinsson, Sigrdn Inga Gardarsdoéttir, Sélveig
Gudmundsdéttir Beck og Seedis Gunnarsdottir.

Adalskraning 2006
Adalskraningu & steerri sveedum, s.s. heilum
hreppum, er gjarnan skipt nidur i nokkra afanga
og unnin & nokkrum arum. Arid 2006 voru adal-
skradir um 2450 minjastadir.

Haldid var afram med fjogur adalskraningar-

verkefni fra fyrri arum, i Kelduneshreppi, Horgar-

byggd, Siglufirdi og begjandadal og var skran-
ingu lokid & premur sidastnefndu stodunum.
Auk pessara verkefna var hafin adalskraning forn-
leifa { Rangarpingi ytra, Asahreppi og Arnarnes-
hreppi. Adalskraning Gardabeejar var einnig unn-
in & arinu og lauk henni i &rslok. Auk steerri
skraningarverkefna var lokid adalskraningu forn-
leifa & beistareykjum.

Eftirtaldir unnu ad adalskraningu & arinu: Birna
Larusdéttir, Elin Osk Hreidarsdéttir, Orri Vésteins-
son, Runar Leifsson, Sigridur porgeirsdéttir,
Sélveig Gudmundsdéttir Beck og Stefan Olafs-
son. Steerstu adalskraningarverkefni arsins 2006
voru pessi:

Réttarholt in Gnlpverjahreppur, SW Iceland
Laugardeelir i Hraungerdishreppi, SW Iceland

By the end of 2006 just over 77,000 sites had
been the subject of documentary surveys in the
ISLEIF database.

Field survey 2006

Field surveys of large areas are often divided into
several stages and conducted over a few sea-
sons. In 2006 approximately 2,450 sites were
surveyed in the field. Four projects from previ-
ous years were continued: in Kelduneshreppur,
Horgarbyggd, Siglufjorour and in the deserted
valley of pegjandadalur. In the last two, the sur-
veys were completed. Additionally, regional sur-
veys were started in Rangarping, Asahreppur
and Arnarneshreppur. A survey in Gardabeer
(Reykjavik area) was also completed by the end
of the year. The highland area of Pbeistareykir,
NE-Iceland, was also surveyed in the field. The
following people were involved in field surveys
during the year: Birna Larusdottir, Elin Osk
Hreidarsdoéttir, Orri Vésteinsson, Ranar Leifsson,

Beejarhéllinn & Asgerdarstédum i Hérgdrdal. Beerinn for i eydi 1979.

Farm mound at /isgeréarstaéir, Hérgdrdalur, deserted since 1979.

Sigridur borgeirsdéttir, Sélveig Gudmundsdottir
Beck and Stefan Olafsson. Details of the year’s
largest field survey projects are given below:

Horgarbyggd
In 2001 the community of Horgarbyggd was
formed from the recent amalgamation of three
parishes: Gleaesibaejarhreppur, Oxnadalshreppur
and Skriduhreppur. Prior to their unification, ,
the Institute of Archaeology had completed field
survey in one

parish, Glaesibaejarhreppur.

Following the creation of the new community it



Horgarbyggo

i arsbyrjun 2001 vard sveitarfélagid Horgarbyggd
til ar premur sveitarfélogum pegar Gleesibaejar-
hreppur, Oxnadalshreppur og Skriduhreppur
voru sameinadir. Adur en ad sameiningu kom
hafdi Fornleifastofnun lokid adalskraningu
Glaesibaejarhreppi en & arunum 2004-2006 voru
skradar & vettvangi peer fornleifar sem eftir
stédu, i fyrrverandi Oxnadalshreppi og Skridu-
hreppi.

Sumarid 2006 fér fram pridji og sidasti afangi
adalskraningar i Horgarbyggd. Hafist var handa
par sem fra var horfid 2005, i botni Horgardals
bar sem jardirnar Asgerdarstadir, Asgerdarstada-
sel, Flogusel og Framland voru skradar asamt
afréttarlandi. Ad auki var Oxnadalur skradur ad
syslumorkum, fra Sydri-Beegisa ad austan en fra
pverbrekku ad vestan. Lokid var skraningu & 21
jord auk afréttar og samtals voru, sumar og
haust 2006, skradar um 340 fornleifar.

Steerstur hluti pess sveedis sem skradur var

sumarid 2006 er eydibyggd og eins og gjarnan
er raunin var hlutfall synilegra minjastada heerra
en a joroum par sem enn er buid. Vida & sveedinu
voru skrdadar mjog heillegar minjar innantins
jafnt sem utan. | Oxnadal er fjoldi heillegra beejar-
steeda med baeja- og Gtihdsatéftum auk tdngarda
og fjélda minja i Githogum. Eydibyggdin i Horgar-
byggd er an efa sa flokkur minja sem hvad
forvitnilegastur er a svaedinu. Eydijardirnar hafa
flestar veri® merktar med skiltum vid pjédveg nr.
1 til ad vekja athygli & peim og vel ma hugsa sér
ad i framtidinni verdi eydibyggdin kynnt betur
med itarlegri upplysingum og stigum, enda um
sérlega skemmtilega og adgengilega minjastadi
ad reda.

Skrasetjarar: Elin Osk Hreidarsdéttir, Sélveig
Gudmundsdéttir Beck og Stefan Olafsson.

Arnarneshreppur

Sumarid 2006 var skradur fyrri afangi af tveimur
i Arnarneshreppi. Hafist var handa vid skraning-
una sydst i hreppnum og samtals skradar um
180 fornleifar a 12 jordoum. Med adalskraningu
ma segja ad Arnarneshreppur hafi hafid adra
umferd fornleifaskraningar par sem grunnskran-

Réttartdft ofan vid Litla-Dunhaga i Arnarneshreppi.

A sheepfold ruin in Arnarneshreppur.

was decided to extend the survey into the two
other parishes.

In 2006 the final part of the survey was car-
ried out. The lowland areas of Horgardalur were
surveyed along with the highland pasture and a
part of Oxnadalur. Twenty-one farms were sur-
veyed and a total of 340 archaeological sites ex-
amined. Most of this area is deserted and there-
fore the archaeology is better preserved than in
areas still inhabited. Oxnadalur holds a number
of abandoned farmsteads with farm and out-
house ruins, homefield boundaries and various
ruins in the outfield areas. These deserted farms

are, without doubt, among the most interesting
sites in the area. Most have been marked by the
county with a sign next to route no. 1. In the
future it would be appropriate to publicize them
further with more detailed information and trails
as they are of great cultural value and easily ac-
cessible.

Surveyors: Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir, Sélveig Gud-
mundsdéttir Beck and Stefan Olafsson.

Arnarneshreppur

In 2006 the first half of a project in Arnar-
neshreppur, N-Iceland, was started. A total of
180 sites in 12 farms were surveyed. This is the
second stage of archaeological survey in the
area, an unusual state of affairs in Iceland. An
earlier survey was carried out by the National
Museum in the early nineties; however, at that
time only selected sites were surveyed, GPS
technology was not in public use and ruins were
not mapped accurately. Thus this older survey
did not meet today’s standards and the com-
munity decided to re-examine the area.
Documentary survey, interviews and field sur-



ing var gerd i hreppnum af Pjédminjasafni
islands snemma & 9. aratugnum, en sidan pa
hefur adferdum og teekni fleygt fram. SG skran-
ing taldist pvi ekki fullnaegjandi midad vid paer
krofur sem gerdar eru i dag og akvad sveitar-
félagid ad radast i adalskraningu & sveedinu. Vid
kerfisbundna yfirferd yfir heimildir, vidtol vid
heimildamenn og vettvangsgongur hefur mikill
fioldi fornleifa baest vid fyrri skraningu.
Samanburdur vid eldri skraningu gerir pad
kleift ad meta hversu mikid astand fornleifa a
pessum sl6dum hefur breyst & sidustu 20-30
arum og ljést ad pénokkrir minjastadir hafa verid
eydilagdir & pessu timabili. Pad ma helst rekja til
pess ad enn er talsverdur buskapur a svaedinu en
flestar jardirnar eru fremur landlitlar. pvi hafa
margar fornleifar horfid vid tdnraekt auk pess
sem nokkur skograekt er stundud a sveedinu og
hefur gengid naerri nokkrum minjast6dum. Jardir
utar i hreppnum, sem skradar verda arid 2007,
eru ad jafnadi landmeiri en paer sem skradar
voru 2006 og pvi mé buast vid ad astand forn-
minja par sé betra.
Skrasetjarar: Elin Osk Hreidarsdéttir, Sélveig

Gudmundsdéttir Beck og Stefan Olafsson.

begjandadalur
Freedimenn og heimamenn i Sudur-bingeyjar-
syslu hafa lengi haft augastad a eydibyggd 1
begjandadal og ahuga & pvi ad rannsaka dalinn
og peer minjar sem i honum leynast. Hugmyndir
um ad leggjast i itarlega rannsékn & dalnum hafa
komid upp adur en fram ad pessu hefur litid
ordid Gr slikum rannséknum. Veturinn 2004-
2005 komu fram hugmyndir um ad lata loks
verda af skrasetningu fornleifa & begjandadal og
pa um vorid akvad Adaldeelahreppur ad veita
Iitinn styrk til ad koma verkefninu af stad.
Sumarid 2005 héf Fornleifastofnun fslands,
samstarfi vid Hid pingeyska fornleifafélag, rann-
s6kn & begjandadal. Hafist var handa & dalnum
vestanverdum og samtals skradur um pridjungur
af landsveedi dalsins, ad Einarsstodum. Sumarid

veys have increased the number of known ar-
chaeological sites greatly. However the older
data allows comparison and evaluation of site
condition and how it has changed over the last
20-30 years. During this period a number of
sites have been destroyed, mainly because the
area is still inhabited. Most of the farms own rel-
atively little land and therefore the larger part of
it has been intensively cultivated. Forestry is an-
other threat to archaeological sites in the area.
Most of the farms that remain to be surveyed
further north own more land and hopefully that
will result in better preservation of archaeologi-
cal sites.

Surveyors: Elin Osk Hreidarsdéttir, Sélveig
Gudmundsdéttir Beck and Stefan Olafsson.

begjandadalur

For decades both scholars and farmers in S-
Pingeyjarsysla, NE-Iceland, have been curious
about Pbegjandadalur, a small deserted valley
stretching south from the valley of Adaldalur.
Despite only limited research having been car-
ried out, it is known that the valley may have

Beenhis og beejarhdll asamt fleiri minjum a Einarsst6dum a pegjandadal.
Ljésmynd: Arni Einarsson.

A chapel and farm mound at Einarsstadir in Pegjandadalur.
Photo: Arni Einarsson.

become deserted as early as the 15th century.
In the summer of 2005 a survey project was
launched by the Institute of Archaeology in co-
operation with the Archaeological society in
bingeyjarsysla and was completed in 2006. The
work was carried out with the support of the lo-
cal council of Adaldeelahreppur.

The survey has shown that Pegjandadalur
contains exceptionally well-preserved archaeol-
ogy, a total of 170 sites and presumably 8 farm-



2006 var haldid afram med skraninguna par sem

fra var horfid og minjar skradar i botni dalsins ad
vestanverdu og medfram Ollum dalnum ad
austan.

begjandadalur er um 7 km langt dalverpi sem
gengur inn til sudurs fra Grenjadarstad, milli
porgerdarfjalls og Mdlaheidar. Samkvaemt peim
leifum sem nG ma sja & yfirbordi ma eetla ad a
dalnum hafi verid atta byli, fimm vestanmegin
en prjG ad austan. Margt bendir til ad byggd |
dalnum hafi lagst af & 15 6ld eda jafnvel fyrr.
Samtals voru skradar teeplega 170 fornleifar a
dalnum. Astand minja & dalnum er sérlega gott,
sér i lagi vestanmegin par sem umfangsmiklar
leifar fimm byla, vallargarda, téfta og mikils
gardakerfis eru neestum 6skemmdar. Auk pessa
eru heillegar leifar beenhiss og kirkjugards &
tveimur baejum i dalnum vestanverdum.

-

Ljost er ad dalurinn hefur ad geyma mikilveegar
upplysingar um busetulandslag & midoldum.
Mjog sjaldgeeft er ad finna svo heillegar minjar
fré pessu skeidi.

Skrasetjarar: Elin Osk Hreidarsdéttir, Sélveig
Gudmundsdoéttir Beck og Stefan Olafsson.

Kelduneshreppur
i jani og jali sumari® 2006 var unninn annar
afangi adalskraningar i Kelduneshreppi. Alls voru
skradir um 130 minjastadir & sjo jordum og hafa
pé samtals verid skradir um 300 minjastadir |
hreppnum. Enn & eftir ad skra a.m.k. 200 forn-
leifar en fornleifaskraningu lykur sumarid 2007.
Sveedid sem var skrad 2006 er toluvert 6likt
pvi sveedi sem skrad 2005. Fyrra arid einkenndist
landid af umfangsmiklu heidarlandi en sumarid
2006 voru skradar jardir sem flestar lagu ad sjé
og mun meira flatlendi en i fyrsta afanga skran-
ingar. A skraningarsvaedinu er miki® um mijog
heillegar téftir og sérstaklega athyglisverdar eru
fornar leifar bylis og selt6ftir med margféldum
vallargérdum sem hafa vardveist vel p6tt sumar
séu komnar & kaf i grédur.
Skrasetjari: Stefan Olafsson.

Rof af véldum Jékulsdr a Fjdllum a Ytri-Bakka i Kelduneshreppi.

Eroded farm mound by the river J6kulsa G Fiéllum.

steads, of which two have circular features close
to the farmsteads, most likely chapels with
graveyards. The valley has great potential and
awaits further research.

Surveyors: Elin Osk Hreidarsdéttir, Sélveig Gud-
mundsdéttir Beck and Stefan Olafsson.

Kelduneshreppur

In the summer of 2006 the second part of a sur-
vey in Kelduneshreppur, NE-Iceland, was under-
taken. In total, 130 sites on 7 farms were sur-
veyed, bringing the number of sites in the area
to approximately 300. The project will continue

in 2007.

The area surveyed in 2006 was mainly low-
land and partly seashore. The area contains
many well-preserved ruins. The most intriguing
ones are seemingly of an old farmstead and a
shieling site, enclosed by double or even triple
homefield boundaries. Those appear to be well-
preserved but are now partly covered by thick
vegetation.

Surveyor: Stefan Olafsson

Gardabaer

Early in 2006 the council of Gardabeer, close to
Reykjavik, asked the Institute of Archaeology to
complete a field survey within the limits of the
rapidly growing town. The area had been partly
surveyed between 1994 and 2005 by the
National Museum, the local museum in Skaga-
fiorour and the |Institute of Archaeology.
However the majority of sites remained unsur-
veyed and a complete overview and summary
was also needed. It was considered important to
complete the survey as a great deal of construc-
tion is currently being undertaken in the area.



Gardabaer

A fyrri hluta &rs 2006 f6lu forsvarsmenn Garda-
baejar Fornleifastofnun islands ad fullvinna adal-
skrdningu & fornleifum innan marka baejar-
félagsins. Pegar hafdi toluvert verid skrad af
fornleifum & afmorkudum sveedum innan baejar-
félagsins a arabilinu 1994 til 2005 af bjédminja-
safni Islands, Byggdasafni Skagafjardar og Forn-
leifastofnun [slands. brétt fyrir pad &tti enn eftir
ad skra meirihluta fornleifa i Gardabee og reyna
ad na heildarsyn yfir fjolda og edli peirra minja
sem pegar hofdu verid skradar. Mikilveegt potti
ad radast i skraninguna pvi ad miklar fram-
kvaemdir, m.a. vid nybyggingar, eiga sér ni stad
i Gardabee. Baejarlandid neer yfir 19 jardir og
hjaleigur, sem og Gthaga Gardakirkjulands. Vett-
vangsvinnan var ad mestu unnin i mai, oktéber
og desember.

Reikna ma med ad alls séu um 640 minja-
stadir i landi Gardabeejar. begar Fornleifastofnun
hoéfst handa vid skraningu 2006 var skraningu
pegar lokid & um 260 fornleifum. Eftir st6du um
380 minjastadir sem voru skradir & arinu. Sokum
péttbylis er nokkur hluti fornleifa horfinn undir

byggd og vegi. Sérstaklega & petta vid um
fornleifar innan jardanna Arnarness, Hofstada og
Hagakots, sem og ad nokkru leyti i Hraunsholti,
en péttbyli er mest innan pessara jarda. bratt
fyrir petta eru enn fjélmargir minjastadir innan
baejarmarkanna éskemmdir, sérstaklega i Garda-
hverfi, Gardakirkjulandi, Urridakoti, Setbergi og
a Vifilsstodum, par sem enn ma finna vel vard-
veittar fornleifar.

Skrasetjarar: Runar Leifsson og Sélveig Guod-
mundsdéttir Beck.

The town encroaches upon the land of 19 farms,
cottages and pastureland which belonged to the
church in Gardar. When the field survey was
completed, a total of 640 sites had been sur-
veyed within the limits of Gardabaer. Whilst
many of the sites have been destroyed by build-
ings and road construction over the last few
decades, good preservation was also seen out-
side of the main residential focus. In the future it
should be relatively easy for the council to incor-
porate archaeological sites into plans for devel-
opment.

Surveyors: Runar Leifsson and Sélveig Gud-
mundsdéttir Beck

Siglufjorour

In 2006, a field survey for Siglufjardarkaupstadur,
N-Iceland, was completed. Nearly 300 sites were
surveyed, both in the valley just south of the
town of Siglufjoréur as well as in the remote
area of Hvanndalir, an isolated valley which has
been deserted for more than a century. In total,
nearly 700 sites have been surveyed in the area
on 25 farms. The preservation of sites is varied.

Dyrtidarvinnuvegur i landi Hagakots, hladinn 1918 undir jarnbraut en aldrei
kldradur.

A stonebuilt road from 1918 in Hafnarfjordur. It was meant for a railway but

never finished.

The town of Siglufjordur is built on the land of
two farms, Hvanneyri and Hofn, and little ar-
chaeology can be seen on the surface in that
area. On the other hand, some of the farms in
the easternmost part of the area, Hédinsfjorour
and Hvanndalir, were deserted before mecha-
nised agriculture and thus have not been affect-
ed by modern methods in cultivation and con-
struction. Siglunes holds remarkable remains of
fishing booths and it is considered to have been
an important fishing site. Those ruins are now
endangered by marine erosion and will in all
likelihood disappear within decades.

Surveyors: Birna Larusdéttir and  Sigridur
borgeirsdattir.



Siglufjorour
Sumarid 2006 lauk adalskraningu fornleifa f
Hvanneyrarhreppi hinum forna, na Siglufjardar-
kaupstad, en hann ner fra Ulfsdélum vestan
Siglufjardarbaejar og austur fyrir Hédinsfjord, |
Hvanndali. Alls voru skradar hatt i 300 minjar a
joroum i Hdlsdal, a Siglunesi, Reydard og i
Hvanndolum sem hafa sennilega verid medal
afskekktustu byggda hér & landi, umluktir haum
fjollum med snarbratta hamra nidur ad sj6. ba
hafa alls verid skradir hatt i 700 minjastadir & 25
jordoum i hreppnum.

Astand minja reyndist mjog misjafnt. béttbyli
er mikid i landi Hvanneyrar og Hafnar, par sem
Siglufjardarbaer stendur n(, og litid um sjaanlega
yfirbordi.  Nokkrar

minjastadi & i
austanverdum hreppnum féru & hinn béginn
i

jaroir

eydi adur en vélveding hofst, t.d. beeir

Hédinsfirdi og Hvannddlum og hefur nénast
engu verid raskad 4 pessum st6dum sidan
sidustu ibGarnir sigldu brott. A Siglunesi eru
einnig merkar minjar um sj6sékn, enda er talid
a0 par hafi verid steersta Gtver i Eyjafjardarsyslu.
peer eru na i mikilli haettu vegna sjavarrofs og er

fyrirsjganlegt ad peer hverfi med 6llu innan farra
aratuga.
Skrasetjarar:

Birna Larusdéttir og Sigridur

borgeirsdottir.

Rangarping ytra

Rangarping ytra er sameinad sveitarfélag Rangar-
vallahrepps, Djuparhrepps og Holta- og Land-
Sumarid 2006 hofst Fornleifastofnun
islands handa vid fyrsta afanga adalskraningar {

sveitar.

sveitarfélaginu. Samtals er aeetlad ad um 4000
fornleifar leynist i sveitarfélaginu & 148 jordum
og er aeetlad ad skraningu pess ljaki sumarid
2014.

Skraningin sumarid 2006 fér fram i sidari hluta
jalimanadar og fram i september. P4 voru skrad-
ar rimlega 500 fornleifar a 14 joérdum. Voru
petta jardirnar Reydarvatn, Steinkross, Kot, Dag-
verdarnes, Selsund, Haukadalur, Bolholt, Neefur-
holt, Hals, Svinhagi, Kaldbakur, bingskalar, Heidi
og Mork.

Uppblastur hefur herjad mjog a svaedid sem
skrad var sumarid 2006 og hefur hann sett sitt
mark & baedi vardveislu minja og busetulandslag.

Beejarstcedid i Hvanndélum, slysavarnarskyli til vinstri.

Farm ruins in Hvanndalir, a rescue hut to the left.

Rangarping ytra
Rangarping ytra is a large community in S-
Iceland, formed by the amalgamation of
Rangarvallahreppur, Djaparhreppur and Holta-
and Landsveit. In 2006, an extensive survey
project was launched in the area. It has been es-
timated that it holds roughly 4,000 archaeologi-
cal sites on 148 farms. The project will take place
over the next eight years. In this first phase, ap-
proximately 500 sites on 14 farms were sur-
veyed. The area has been heavily eroded
throughout the centuries and this has greatly af-
fected both the preservation of archaeology and
the cultural landscape itself. The farmstead of
Heidi is a good example, having been moved at
least five times because of erosion. In the most
heavily eroded areas archaeology is often practi-
cally invisible although occasional rows of stones
can be detected in the ground and a few sand-
covered mounds are present which might hold
well-protected cultural layers.

As in most areas in Iceland, the local inhabit-
ants have used the most accessible building ma-
terial, and in this case rocks are more frequently



Til deemis hefur talsvert verid um ad beejarstaedi
hafi itrekad verid feerd til i aldanna rds sékum
uppblésturs. Beerinn Heidi er gott deemi um
petta en par hefur baejarstedid verid flutt til
fimm sinnum sékum uppblasturs. bar sem upp-
blasturinn hefur verid hvad mestur er gjarnan
litio eftir af synilegum minjum pétt vida megi
greina einfaldar steinaradir og uppsafnada rusta-
héla sem vafalaust geyma mannvistarleifar.

Eins og vidast hvar i islenskum sveitum hafa
menn nytt sér pad byggingarefni sem tiltaekt var
og a svaedinu er mikid af grj6ti sem hentar
prydisvel i vegghledslur. bvi er hlutfall grjots sem
byggingarefni i téftum nokkud hétt og algengt
ad finna grj6thladnar téftir, t.d. fjarskyli og
garda.

Skrasetjarar: Rinar Leifsson og Sigridur borgeirs-
déttir.

Asahreppur

i arsbyrjun 2006 gerdu Fornleifastofnun fslands
og Asahreppur med sér samning um adal-
skraningu fornleifa i hreppnum & naestu premur
arum. Sumarid 2006 hofst fyrsti afangi verksins

en aeetlad er ad ljika skraningu i hreppnum
sumarid 2007 og & Holtamannaafrétti 2008.
Skréningin 2006 var gerd i sidari hluta agust-
manadar og fram i september. Skradur var svo
til allur sudvesturhluti hreppsins & austurbakka
bjérsar nordan vid Hritsvatn og Safamyri.
Samtals voru skradar um 15 jardir: As, Asmdili,
Framnes, Vesturkot, Nordurkot, Hellnatan,
Asmundarstadir, Sel, Ashéll, Berustadir, Efri
Hamrar, Harlaugstadir, Hdsar, Hamar (sydri) og
Hamraholl. Af pessum 15 jordum eru nu 3 farnar
i eydi: Nordurkot, Efri Hamrar og Husar. A
svaedinu reyndust vera um 300 fornleifar.
Sveedid sem skrad var sumarid 2006 er vidattu-
mikid, flatlent myrlendi en pé standa flestir
beeirnir & purrlendum haedum og klettabeltum
sem risa upp Ur myrinni. Mikid er um manngerda
hella & svaedinu sem hoggnir hafa verid i mjikan
sandstein og jokulberg, pa sérstaklega i Hellna-
tani, 4 Berustodum og Asi. Astand minja &
svaedinu var nokkud gott og tengjast flestar
minjanna landbdnadi.
Skrasetjarar: Sélveig Gudmundsdéttir Beck og
Stefan Olafsson.

employed than turf. It is not uncommon to find
well-preserved ruins built entirely of stone.
Surveyors: Rianar Leifsson and  Sigridur
Porgeirsdottir.

Asahreppur

In the beginning of 2006 a contract was signed
on a three-year survey project in Asahreppur, S-
Iceland. The field work started in the SW part of
the area where just over 300 archaeological sites
on 15 farms were surveyed, of which 3 are cur-
rently deserted. The area is flat and relatively
marshy but most of the farms are located on
hills and dry locations above the wetlands. The
area is characterized by a number of man-made
caves that have been cut into the soft sandstone
often underlying the farmsteads. Most of the
caves have, in later times, been used as byres,
sheephouses or storages, amongst other things.
Preservation is considered relatively good.
Surveyors: Sélveig Gudmundsdéttir Beck and
Stefan Olafsson.

Tveer topphladnar figrborgir i landi Kots i Rangdrpingi.

Two sheep sheds at Kot in Rangdrping.




beistareykir
Vegna &forma um byggingu jardvarmavirkjunar
& beistareykjum var gerd fornleifaskraning &
pessari vidfedmu jord sumarid 2006. Sumarid
2001 var bejarstedi beistareykja og naesta
nagrenni pess skrad vegna tilraunaborana sem
pa stédu fyrir dyrum en na var radist i ad skra
alla jordina. A baejarstaedinu og neesta nagrenni
pess hofdu verid skradir 40 stadir, par & medal
stor beejarhdll, 25 téftir og mikil gardlog.
Sumarid 2006 beettust vid 17 stadir & vid og
dreif um landareignina sem er meira en 270
ferkilémetrar ad steerd.

Langsteersti og merkasti minjastadurinn &
sveedinu er beejarsteedi beistareykja, skammt fra

goémlum brennisteinsndmum  nordan undir
Baejarfjalli. Heimildir eru um stopula byggd a
beistareykjum fra 14. 6ld og fram a pa 19. Miklar
framkveemdir eru nd fyrirhugadar vid beejar-
steedid og er brynt ad gripid verdi til radstafana
til ad vernda hinar miklu og sérsteedu minjar par.
Vegur liggur um beejarsteedi Peistareykja og eiga
margir pess kost ad skoda minjarnar par en
fafarnara er um annad baejarstaedi, austan undir
Lambafjollum, um 5 km vestur fra beistareykjum
par sem heitir Meelifell. bar var blskapur & 14.
og 15. 6ld en seinna var stadurinn nyttur sem
sel frd Reykjum i Reykjahverfi og hefur & seinni
oldum kallast Reykjasel. bar er rod af mis-
fornlegum téftum hja tanbledli og leekjarsytru
sem er eitt af 6rfaum vatnsbélum & svaedinu.
Adrar fornleifar i Peistareykjalandi tengjast sam-
géngum og nytingu landsins til beitar. bad eru
adhold og réttir fra fyrri hluta 20. aldar en 1914
seldi Mulakirkja i Adaldal bpeistareykjaland til
Adaldeaela- og Reykdeelahreppa sem hafa sidan
nytt pad sem afrétt. ba eru nokkrar landamerkja-
vordur og pj6dsogustadir.
Skrasetjari: Orri Vésteinsson.

Berustadahellir i Asahreppi.

Berustadahellir in Asahreppur.

beistareykir

Plans exist to build a geothermal power plant at
Peistareykir in the highlands of NE-Iceland.
Previously, the ruins of the farm site of the same
name had been surveyed revealing a large farm
mound, 25 separate ruins and a number of field
boundaries. In 2006, 17 more sites were identi-
fied and recorded on this large swathe of land,
an area of more than 270 km2.

By far the largest and most impressive archae-
ological site in this survey is the farm of
beistareykir itself. It is located adjacent to one of
four sulphur mining areas in Iceland in grassland
made lush by geothermal heat in the middle of
an otherwise barren and inhospitable region.
The survey revealed evidence for intermittent

occupation of the farm from the 14th to the
19th centuries.

Another, much smaller farm site was surveyed
in an isolated location called Meelifell, approxi-
mately 5 km from beistareykir. This small farm
was occupied in the 14th and 15th centuries
but was later turned into a shieling and called
Reykjasel. A number of ruins from different peri-
ods can be seen at this site, which is situated by
a small homefield and one of the few water
sources in the region.

Other archaeological remains in beistareykir
relate to transport (tracks and cairns) and the
use of the land for summer pasture. The latter
group comprises mainly sheepfolds from the
first half of the 20th century, which reflects the
purchase of this land for that purpose by the
communes of Adaldalur and Reykjadalur in
1914. There are also some boundary markers
and sites with folklore attached to them.
Surveyor: Orri Vésteinsson.

Intensive Surveys 2006

The Institute of Archaeology conducted inten-
sive surveys in many delimited areas in 2005. In
most cases, these areas were proposed develop-



i arslok 2006 hafdi Fornleifastofnun alls skrad
teeplega 22.500 fornleifar & vettvangi.

Deiliskraning 2006

Fornleifastofnun fislands deiliskradi fjlda minni
sveeda arid 2006. | flestum tilfellum var um ad
reeda litla, afmarkada reiti par sem fornleifa-
skraningar var krafist til ad fa deiliskipulag sam-
pykkt. Einnig voru skradar heilar jardir i peim
tilgangi ad nyta fornleifar i framtidarskipulagi.
Um deiliskréningu sau Adolf Fridriksson, Birna
Larusdéttir, Elin Osk Hreidarsdéttir, Oddgeir
Orri
Sélveig Gudmundsdéttir Beck, Stefan Olafsson

Hansson, Vésteinsson, Ranar Leifsson,

og Seedis Gunnarsdattir.
Slikar skraningar voru gerdar vegna skipulags

Sumarbustadalands:

e Efra-Skard i Svinadal, Hvalfjardarstrandar-
hreppi ad beidni landeiganda.

e Brekka i Hvalfirdi ad beidni Landlina ehf. f.h.
landeiganda.

ad  beidni

Landhonnunar sif f.h. landeiganda.

e Laekjarhvammur i Laugardal

e Eyri i Kjésarhreppi ad beidni Landlina ehf.
fyrir landeiganda.

e Holapyfi i landi Reykjadals i Hrunamanna-

ad  beidni f.h.

landeiganda.

hreppi Landmétunar

e Kilhraun i Skeidahreppi, ad beidni Kilhrauns
ehf.

e Beitistadir i Leirar- og Melasveit ad beidni
Landlina ehf.

e Saudhagi | & Vollum i Fljétdalshéradi ad
beidni Landslags ehf.

ment areas. Entire farms were also surveyed so
that the archaeology could be incorporated in
future development plans. The following people
were involved in intensive surveys in 2005: Adolf
Elin  Osk
Hreidarsdéttir, Oddgeir Hansson, Orri Vésteins-

Frioriksson,  Birna  Larusdottir,
son, Rdnar Leifsson, Sélveig Gudmundsdéttir

Beck, Stefan Olafsson and Seedis Gunnarsdéttir.
These surveys were commissioned by:

Summer house planning:

e Efra-Skard in Svinadalur, Hvalfjardarstrond,
at the request of the landowner.

e Brekka in Hvalfjorour at the request of
Landlinur ehf. on behalf of the landowner.

e Leekjarhvammur in Laugardalur at the re-
quest of Landhonnun sif on behalf of the
landowner.

e Eyri in Kjésarhreppur at the request of
Landlinur ehf. on behalf of the landowner.

e Kilhraun in Skeidahreppur at the request of
Kilhraun ehf.

e Beitistadir in Leirar- and Melasveit at the re-
quest of Landlinur ehf. on behalf of the
landowner.

Rétt i landi beistareykja.

Sheep fold in beistareykir.

e Saudhagi | in Flj6étsdalshérad at the request
of Landslag ehf. on behalf of the landowner.

Development in urban areas:

e Hveragerdi at the request of Eykt ehf. on be-
half of the council.

e Austurkot and Minni-Vogar in
Vatnsleysustrond at the request of Landslag
ehf. on behalf of the landowner.

e Sunnuhvoll in Grenivik at the request of the
council in Grytubakkahreppur.

e Eyjar in Kj6sarhreppur at the request of
Landlinur ehf. on behalf of the landowner.

e Leirvogstunga in Mosfellsbaer at the request

of the landowner.



Breytts skipulags i péttbyli:

Hveragerdi austan Varmar ad beidni Eyktar
ehf f.h. baejarins.

Austurkot og Minni-Vogar vid Voga &
Vatnsleysustrond ad beidni Landslags ehf.
f.h. landeiganda.

Sunnuhvoll ofan Grenivikur ad beidni sveitar-
stjéra Grytubakkahrepps.

Eyjar Il i Kj6sarhreppi ad beidni Landlina ehf.
f.h. landeiganda.

Leirvogstunga vid Mosfellsbae ad beidni land-
eiganda.

Réttarholt i Skeida- og Gnupverjahreppi ad
beidni Landforms ehf. f.h. hreppsins.
Laugardeelir & Selfossi ad beidni skipulags-
fulltrda Arborgar.

Annarra breytinga a skipulagi:

Bildudalur. Skraningin var gerd ad beidni
Néttarustofu Vestfjarda f.h. sveitarfélagsins
Vesturbyggdar vegna byggingar leidigards
og snjéflédarennu fyrir ofan elsta og nyrsta
hluta porpsins & Bildudal.

Mats & umhverfisahrifum:

Hellisheidi, ad beidni Orkuveitu Reykjavikur,
vegna jardvarmarannsékna i tengslum vid
virkjunaraform.

Helguvik ad beidni Hoénnunar hf. vegna
fyrirhugads élvers & sveedinu.

Elin Osk Hreidarsdéttir vid skrdningu i Vaskdrdal inn af Oxnadal. / Elin Osk Hreidarsddttir surveying in Vaskdrdalur, N-Iceland.



Fallegar hledslur i figrhstoft i Seli, Asahreppi.

Well built stone wall in Sel, Asahreppur.

Réttarholt in Skeida- and Gnupverjahreppur
at the request of Landform ehf. on behalf of
the council.

Laugardeelir in Selfoss at the request of the
council in Arborg.

Other planning:

Bildudalur at the request of the Natural re-
search center of the Westfjords, due to the
construction of avalanche barriers above the
town.

Environmental impact assessment:

Hellisheidi at the request of Orkuveita
Reykjavikur (Reykjavik Energy), due to geo-
thermal research in connection with geo-
thermal power plants.

Helguvik at the request of Honnun hf. due
to the planned construction of an alumini-
um factory.



Uppgreftir

SKALHOLT

Bastadur yfirstéttarinnar

Storfelldur fornleifauppgroftur hoéfst a biskups-
setrinu i Skélholti arid 2002 og lykur sumarid
2007. Rannséknin hlaut styrk ar Kristnihatioar-
sjodi til fimm ara en lokaafanginn hlytur framlag
af fjarlogum Alpingis. Meginvidfangsefnid hefur
verid timabilid eftir sidaskipti, frd& og med
valdatid Brynjolfs Sveinssonar biskups til valda-

loka Hannesar Finnssonar sem var sidasti biskup-
inn i Skélholti.
Arid 2006 hafdi ad mestu verid lokid vid ad

grafa meginkjarna byggdarinnar aftur til biskups-
tidar Brynjolfs Sveinssonar snemma a 17. old.
Likt og undanfarin ar fannst mikid af gripum og
beinum. Fra upphafi rannsékna hafa alls fundist
um 50 puasund gripir og pusundir beina og
freeja. Uppgrofturinn hefur afhjapad moérg bygg-
ingarstig og sjast par beaedi vidgerdir og breyt-
ingar sem gerdar hafa verid & hdsum i aranna
ras. Alls hafa fundist 13 byggingar fra 200 ara
byggingarsogu. Medal beirra eru biskupsher-
bergi, skéli og morg herbergi sem tengjast
geymslu matar og matargerd. Seint & 18. 6ld var
biskupsstéllinn lagdur nidur og eftir pad var
rekinn venjulegur buskapur i Skalholti. Eftir pann
tima var par litill baer, sem var yfirgefinn og
jafnadur vid jordu a 5. aratug 20. aldar. Arid
2007 er radgert ad ljuka uppgrefti & peim
herbergjum sem eftir eru og einnig ad hefja
greiningu & o6llum gripum, synum, dyrabeinum

Tobakspipa dr jarni, sennilega fra fyrri hluta 18. aldar. . . .
pipa ] 7 fy og plontuleifum sem hafa safnast vid upp-

Metal tobacco pipe, dated to the early 18th century. groftinn. bar er mikid verk 6unnid.

Excavations

SKALHOLT
How the rich lived

Large scale archaeological excavations at the
Bishop's seat at Skalholt began in 2002 and will
finish in 2007. They began as part of the
Kristnihatidarsjodur projects and were funded
for the full duration of this fund (5 years); the fi-
nal season in 2007 will be funded directly from
the Parliamentary budget. The excavations focus
on the post-Reformation period of the site, from
the time of Bishop Brynjélfur Sveinsson to the
last Bishop, Hannes Finnsson.

By 2006, the main core of the settlement dat-
ing to the period of Bishop Brynjélfur Sveinsson
in the early 17th century was uncovered and for
the most part, completed. As in previous years,
a rich assemblage of artefacts and environmen-
tal data has been collected, bringing the total
for the whole site at approximately 50,000 finds,
plus thousands more animal bones and seeds.
The excavations have uncovered several phases
of building, repair and alteration to a large com-
plex of thirteen buildings, spanning over 200
years of occupation. This complex includes the

Bishops chambers, the school, and several rooms
associated with the storage, preparation and
consumption of food, until the late 18th century
when the site shrinks to a small farmstead, which
was finally abandoned and levelled in the 1950s.
In 2007, the aim is to complete the excavation
of the few rooms remaining and also to begin
the enormous task of analysing in detail all the
artefacts, samples, animal bones and plant re-
mains that have been retrieved over the course
of the project.

Project managers: Gavin Lucas, Mjoll Sncesdottir
and Orri Vésteinsson.

Field director: Gavin Lucas.

Field team: Andrew Hall, Agdsta Edwald, Birna
Ldrusdéttir, Candy Hatherley, Elin Hreidarsdéttir,
Gavin Lucas, George Hambrecht, Hrénn Konrads-
déttir, Lilja Bjork Pdlsdattir, Mjéll Sncesdéttir, Oskar
G. Sveinbjarnarson, Oscar Aldred, Peter Kuchar,
Sigridur borgeirsdattir, Sélveig Beck Gudmundsdottir
and Uggi Avarsson.



Verkefnisstjorar: Gavin Lucas, Mjoll Sncesdottir og
Orri Vésteinsson.

Uppgraftarstjoéri: Gavin Lucas

Starfsmenn vid uppgroft: Andrew Hall, Agusta
Edwald, Birna Ldrusdéttir, Candy Hatherley, Elin
Hreidarsdoéttir, Gavin Lucas, George Hambrecht,
Hrénn Konrddsdéttir, Lilja Bjork Pdlsdottir, Mjéll
Sncesdéttir, Oskar G. Sveinbjarnarson, Oscar
Aldred, Peter Kuchar, Sigridur Porgeirsdottir,
Sélveig Beck Gudmundsdéttir og Uggi Avarsson.

Uggi Avarsson grefur innan dr sdfari i biri.

Uggi Avarsson excavating a barrel pit.

Mijéll Sncesdéttir vid uppgréft d vesturhluta sveedisins.

Mijéll Sncesddttir excavating in the western part of the area.




Gasir
Verslunarstadur fra midoldum

Uppgrefti a verslunarstadnum & Gasum er na lokid
ad sinni. betta er langumfangsmesti uppgroftur
sem gerdur hefur verid & verslunarstad a islandi.
Uppgraftarsveedid var alls um 1150 m2 og nadi
baedi yfir verslunarbldir (sveedi A) og kirkju og
kirkjugard (sveedi B).

Allar uppgrafnar leifar & sveedi A eru yngri en
gjéska sem talin er hafa fallid i Heklugosi arid 1300.
Engar minjar sem hingad til hafa verid grafnar upp
virdast fra pvi eftir 1400 en pé hafa fundist nokkrir
gripir sem hugsanlega gaetu verid fra 15. old.
Nidurstodur uppgraftarins og gripirnir  veita
einstaka innsyn i stutt timaskeid & mjog sérstokum
stad. Fram til pessa hefur litid verid grafid upp i
Eyjafirdi og somuleidis hefur petta timaskeid litid
verid rannsakad hér & landi. Gripasafnid fra Gasum
er fiolbreytt og hafa lifraenar leifar eins og ledur og
textill vardveist vel. ba fannst mikid af leirkera-
brotum fréd middldum og békunarhellur.

A sveedi A var 16gd meginahersla a4 ad rannsaka
tveer pyrpingar af nidurgréfnum byggingum eda

z

bidum sem stigur & & milli. Byggingaleifar &

svaedinu eru geysifléknar, enda hafa badir verid
notadar timabundid, yfirgefnar og sidan endur-
nyttar og byggdar upp moérgum sinnum. Kemur
petta vel heim og saman vid pa tdlkun ad vistar-
verurnar hafi verid notadar arstidabundid.

Adferdin vid ad reisa bGdirnar hefur verid a pessa
leid: Grafnar voru gryfjur, oft i gegnum eldri
mannvistarlog. beaer voru sidan styrktar og skipt
upp i smeerri rymi med torfveggjum sem yfirleitt
voru byggadir Gr littum hnausum. Pad geeti gefid til
kynna ad veggjunum hafi ekki endilega verid eetlad
ad standa til frambGdar. Sveedinu hallar til austurs
og pvi voru badirnar dypstar i vesturhlutanum og
sneru dyrnar mét austri, lika & peim bGdum sem
eru nedan vid stiginn. [ hverri badapyrpingu
tengjast rymin innbyrdis pannig ad hvert herbergi
opnast inn { eitt eda fleiri hinna. Badirnar eru af
ymsum sterdum og gerdum og geeti pad gefid
visbendingu um mismunandi hlutverk peirra. bad
ma imynda sér ad i sumum hafi verid verslad, adrar
hafi verid geymslur, svefnrymi eda hugsanlega
herbergi fyrir fundi og samninga. Adrar bidir hafa

Gasir
A Medieval Trading Site

The now complete excavation at Gasir (2001-
2006) has been on an unprecedented scale for a
trade site in Iceland. The total excavation area ex-
ceeded 1150m?, including both the main area of
trading booths (A), and the church and church-
yard (B).

All excavated deposits within Area A are known
to postdate a volcanic tephra horizon believed to
be from Hekla ~1300AD. No concrete evidence
has been found for any activity later than 1400AD,
although a small group of artefacts could possibly
date from the 15th century. The artefacts and data
gathered from Gésir represent an exceptional sam-
ple of material from a short time period, and from
a unique site. The high or late medieval period is
severely under-represented in Icelandic archaeolo-
gy, as is the archaeology of Eyjafjordur. The arte-
factual evidence is broad and varied, with excellent
preservation of organic remains along with an ex-
ceptional collection of medieval pottery and bak-
ing stones amongst other objects.

Excavation in Area A focused upon the remains of
two clusters of sunken buildings, or “booths”, di-

vided by a path or track way. This area produced
the vast majority of artefacts, samples and records
from the excavation at Gasir, and absorbed the
majority of the excavation effort. This area was
typified by exceptionally complex structural re-
mains — temporary structures that had been used
for brief periods, abandoned, re-used, repaired and
repeatedly modified, in good accordance with the
interpretation of these structures as seasonal shel-
ters.

The main building technique for these structures
was to dig out large and deep areas through the
earlier accumulations of material. These large sunk-
en spaces were subsequently reinforced and divid-
ed by walls of turf, generally small and irregular
blocks not of the highest quality, and perhaps not
intended for long service. As the site slopes down
from west to east, the rooms were deepest at the
west, and generally “faced” east. Each cluster of
rooms was interconnected, with each room lead-
ing into one or more of the others. There are a
great variety of room sizes and types — surely indi-
cating many different functions. We can suppose



verid notadar fyrir ymiss konar framleidslu og
vinnslu fyrir Gtflutning.

Lokid hefur verid vid uppgroft & kirkju og
kirkjugardi skammt vestur af bGdasveedinu, en
hann héfst arid 2004. Greind voru prjd bygginga-
stig T kirkjunni. Elsta kirkjan var reist fyrir 1300.
Undir henni voru mjog stérar, grjétfylltar stodar-
holur sem hafa borid uppi hornvidi i ferhyrndu
kirkjuskipi. Skipid hefur verid um 6 x 5 m stért med
kér vid austurenda. Kirkjan, sem reist var a eftir
pessari, var élika stér en i henni baru storir
hnullungar uppi hornstafi i skipinu. Yngsta kirkjan,
reist eftir 1300, var miklu betur vardveitt en paer
eldri. [ henni var samfelld steinardd sem bar uppi
aurstokka baedi i skipi og kér. A lokastigi var
forkirkju, 5 x 5 m ad staerd, baett vid vesturenda
kirkjunnar og var hin par med ordin 16 m 16ng.
Allt fra upphafi hefur kirkjan verid Gr timbri og golf
hennar einnig. A yngstu kirkjunni hafa verid
skastifur, e.k. stodir sem styrktu Gtveggina utanfra.
betta sést a grj6tundirstodum utan vid sjalfa
rastina, i kirkjugardinum. Afar fair gripir fundust
inni i kirkjunni. Med uppgrefti i kirkjugardinum var
stadfest ad enginn var jardsettur i honum. par hefur

b6 ymislegt verid starfad, m.a. virdast menn hafa
unnid par ad smidum. Grjéthledsla var i innan-
verdum kirkjugardsvegg & kafla og hlid & honum
austan vid kirkjuna.

Uppgraftarstjorar: Howell Roberts og Orri Vésteins-
son.

Starfsmenn vid uppgréft: Bjarki Borgporsson, Marta
Dulunicz, Elin Bjarnadéttir, Louise Felding, Ramona
Harrison, Lilia Bjérk Pdlsddttir, Oddgeir Hansson,
Runar Leifsson, Freya Sadarangani, James Stuart
Taylor og Jeanette Wooding.

that some rooms served as shops, some as stores
and others as resting places, and perhaps even pri-
vate spaces for negotiation. Other spaces were
used for various industrial functions or for the
processing of goods for export.

In 2004 excavations spread from the main booth
area upslope to the churchyard. The excavation
continued through the 2006 season and is now
complete. In the previous year the foundations of
the church had been laid bare but excavation and
analysis of its phasing was accomplished this year.

The church had three phases of construction. The
earliest phase, from before AD 1300, was repre-
sented by very large pits which had been filled
with stones to support the corner posts of a rec-
tangular nave, ca. 6x5 m with a 3.5 x 3.5 m chan-
cel at the eastern end. The second phase had simi-
lar dimensions but had large boulders supporting
the corner posts of the nave. The final phase, built
after AD 1300, was much better preserved and
had a continuous line of stones supporting the
ground beams of both chancel and nave. In its fi-
nal phase a narthex, measuring 5x5 m, was added
on the western side of the church, making it a total

Grafid i blidvidri i kirkjunni @ Gasum.

Excavating the church at Gdsir on a lovely day.

of 16 m long.

All three phases of the church were timber build-
ings with a timber floor. In its final phase the
church was supported by oblique beams, evi-
denced by stone foundations in the yard. Very few
and only non-diagnostic finds were retreived from
inside the church.

Work in the churchyard confirmed that it had not
been used to bury the dead, but for a variety of
other functions, including various types of indus-
try. A stone facing was revealed on the inside of a
segment of the churchyard boundary and an elab-
orate construction made of large slabs marked the
entrance to the churchyard on the eastern side.

Field director: Howell Roberts and Orri Vésteinsson.
Field team: Bjarki Borgpérsson, Marta Dulunicz, Elin
Bjarnadéttir, Louise Felding, Ramona Harrison, Lilja
Bjork Pdlsdéttir, Oddgeir Hansson, Rinar Leifsson,
Freya Sadarangani, James Stuart Taylor and Jeanette
Wooding.




Reykholt

Saga séknarkirkjunnar

Megintilgangurinn med rannséknum i Reykholti
undanfarin ar hefur verid ad kanna ségu séknar-
kirkjunnar, hvernig elsta kirkjan leit Gt og hvernig
kirkjubyggingar préudust. A drunum 2002-2006
hafa fjogur af fimm byggingarstigum verid grafin

Uppgréftur i fullum gangi i Reykholti.

Excavation in progress at Reykholt

fram og sést ad umtalsverdar breytingar hafa
ordid & kirkjunni i timans ras, einkum hvad
vardar innra skipulag. Mikid hefur fundist af
gripum i kirkjurGstunum, alls um 5400. bar af
eru 1303 glerbrot, baedi Gr rGddum og ilatum;
165 leirkersbrot sem hafa verid timasett allt fra
12. 6ld og fram & pa tuttugustu og 27 perlur.
Gripirnir gefa visbendingu um kirkjubygg-
ingarnar sjalfar, athafnir sem par féru fram og
sidast en ekki sist kirkjugesti.

Arid 2006 var 16gd ahersla a4 uppgroft elstu
kirkjunnar og sidustu leifar yngri kirkna ofan a
henni. Einna mest afgerandi voru prjar stérar
stodarholur sem hafa borid uppi pak. Elsta
kirkjan var nidurgrafin um u.p.b. T m. Kirkjunni
var skipt i tvennt. Margar grafir, sem tilheyra
yngri byggingarskeidum, né nidur i elstu kirkjuna
og pvi var ekki unnt ad grafa vesturhlutann upp
ad fullu sumarid 2006. pratt fyrir pad litur Gt fyrir
ad priskiptingin, sem sést i yngri kirkjunum, sé
par einnig vid lydi, p.e. kér, kirkjuskip og
inngangur. [ enda kérsins var hladin undirstada

Reykholt
The Parish Church

The main objectives of the church excavations
at Reykholt have been to understand the nature
of the earliest church, to observe how subse-
quent churches were fashioned over the earliest,
and to make out the succeeding architectural or
construction features that were used during this
evolution. Excavations undertaken between
2002 and 2006 have thus far revealed 4 out of 5
visible churches, with several differences in the
use and the construction of the internal space
and architectural features of the church.

The church has provided a great deal of arte-
facts from the 5 years of excavations. To date,
there have been 5400 artefacts. Artefact types
vary, for example, thus far there are 1303 frag-
ments of glass, both from windows and vessels;
165 sherds of pottery, ranging from 12th centu-
ry to 20th century in date, and 27 beads. The
range of material reflects items relating to the
construction of the church, as well as the specif-
ic religious activities that took place in the
church and the congregation.

In 2006 the excavations focused primarily on

the earliest church, though some remnants of
later phases remained. The main architectural
feature of the earliest church comprises 3 large
post pits that were used to sustain a substantial
roof support. Furthermore, this church was dug
into the ground about 1 m thereby creating a
surface lower than the surrounding contempo-
rary land surfaces. The internal space of the
church was divided into two parts. Due to the
many graves that were dug after the church was
abandoned it was not possible to excavate the
western end to a great extent. However, the
earliest church appears to have the same tripar-
tite division seen in the subsequent churches,
with a chancel, a nave and entrance area in the
western end. In the chancel end a stone founda-
tion wall for a wooden construction was seen
placed inside the church cut. In the nave a cen-
tral space was bounded to the north and south
by a bench area, which was on top of an earth-
en floor base which contained wooden planks.
Although there was much later activity in the
western end, a grave that was contemporary



undan timburvegg. Kirkjuskipid var afmarkad af
bekkjum ad nordan- og sunnanverdu og undir
peim var moldargélf par sem fundust leifar af
gélfbordum. | vesturenda kirkjunnar fannst
6skemmd grof sem tilheyrir elstu byggingar-
skeidunum. Grofin var midsveedis i kirkjunni og
olli nokkrum vangaveltum medal fjoImidlafélks,
enda hafa stormenni oft verid grafin a slikum
stodum. Var hin jafnvel ordud vid sjélfan Snorra
Sturluson. Grofin hefur enn ekki verid opnud
pegar petta er ritad og raunar dvist hvort sa sem
i henni liggur verdur nokkurn tima tengdur vid
nafngreinda persénu. [ vesturenda kirkjunnar var
grafid upp ar ponokkrum holum, sjalfsagt stodar-
holum sem hafa borid uppi pakid. Jafnvel pott
go6lflog hafi skemmst mikid vid byggingu yngri
kirkna fundust i peim gripir, t.d. leirkersbrot fra
12. 6ld, kleedaleifar og jarnhlutir.

begar yngri kirkja var reist ofan & peirri elstu
hefur efni, t.d. aska, verid borid & kirkjusteedid til
a0 jafna pad Gt. bar & medal er lag sem er rikt af
vidarkolum og reyndist fra pvi & bilinu 1020-
1220. Sennilega hefur uppfyllingarefnid komid

annadhvort Ur sjalfum baenum, sem var grafinn
upp 4 arunum 1998-2002, eda smidju nordan
kirkjunnar sem grafin var upp 2001.

Haldid verdur &afram ad grafa i Reykholti
sumari® 2007. ba er stefnt ad pvi ad opna 11
grafir i mid- og vesturhluta kirkjunnar og ljika
vid uppgroft a sjalfri kirkjunni.

Samstarfsadili: bjédminjasafn Islands.
Verkefnisstjori: Gudrtn Sveinbjarnardottir.
Uppgraftarstjoéri: Oscar Aldred.

Starfsmenn vid uppgréft: Anies Hassan, Stefdn
Olafsson og bérunn Kardlina Pétursdéttir.

with the latest or subsequent church was seen.
The grave was located in the central area and
the prime position in the church and resulted in
much media speculations. The grave remained
unexcavated in 2006; however, it is tentatively
being connected to the high medieval church.
In the far western end at the end of the church
structure a series of inter-cutting pits were exca-
vated which were probably foundation pits re-
lating to the roof structure. Although the floors
had been disturbed during the construction of
later churches, they contained Stamford Ware
pottery dated to the 12th century, textile frag-
ments and iron objects amongst other finds.
Several dumping episodes took place for the
construction of the subsequent church. These
included a charcoal rich deposit, dated by radio-
carbon analysis to AD 1020-1220. The dumping
episodes represent fill material which aided in
the new church construction by providing a sta-
ble foundation, though the material probably
comes from the activities that took place around
the church, such as the farm on the southern
side (mainly excavated between 1998 and 2002)

Leirkersbrot fra 12. éld i gélflagi.

Stamford ware in situ.

or the smithy on the northern side (excavated in
2001).

Excavations will continue in 2007, primarily
focusing on the removal of 11 visible burials in
the central and western areas of the church and
completing the excavation of the earliest church
structure.

Collaborator: National Museum of Iceland.

Project manager: Gudrin Sveinbjarnardéttir.

Field director: Oscar Aldred.

Field team: Anies Hassan, Stefdn Olafsson and
bérunn Kardlina Pétursdottir.




Silfurpeningur frd 11. 6ld sem fannst @ bingvéllum

11th century silver coin, found at bingvellir hluta ,4hledslunnar” &

Pingminjarannsoknir

Arid 2006 var fimmta ar verkefnisins binghald ad
fornu. Kristnihatidarsjodur styrkir rannséknirnar.
Markmid peirra er ad rannsaka minjar um pinghald
& [slandi, kanna aldur peirra og é4stand, athuga
skipulag pingstada, stadsetningu og préun.

Arid 2006 var rannséknum haldid afram & Mid-
mundatini & bingvéllum og gerdar athuganir &
4Logbergi” og & hdl a
eystri bakka Oxarar, til
moéts  vid  sudurenda
Brennugjar. Lj6st er ad i
Midmundatdni eru
toluverdar
mannvirkjaleifar, en évist
er um hlutverk Dpeirra.
Geetu paer verid
bidaleifar par sem engir
gripir eda oOnnur um-
merki fundust er gefa til
kynna ad par hafi stadid
Gtihds eda baejarleifar. A
Logbergi var grafid a efri

z

berginu, en engar mannvirkjaleifar komu par f lj6s.
Hoéllinn vid sudurenda Brennugjar er hins vegar
manngerdur. | honum fundust hledsluleifar, leifar
af gangsilfri og silfurpeningar fra 11. 6ld. Auk
rannsékna & Pingvéllum var athugunum a
vorpingstédum haldid afram. Grafid var i meinta
baodartoft i Skuldapingsey i Skjalfandafljoti.
Rannséknin var unnin i samstarfi vid Hid pingeyska
fornleifafélag. Téftin er ar torfi og reyndist eldri en
gj6skulag fra 1300. | henni fundust allmargar
stodarholur, en ekkert gélflag, né bein eda gripir.
A neestu arum er fyrirhugad ad halda afram
uppmelingu  vorpingstada og kanna aldur
mannvirkja & 6drum pingstddum med uppgrefti.

Verkefnisstjori: Adolf Fridriksson.

Uppgraftarstjori: Howell Roberts.

Starfsmenn vid uppgroft: Freya Sadarangani, Gardar
Gudmundsson, Gudrdn Alda  Gisladéttir, Hildur
Gestsdoattir, James Stuart Taylor, Oddgeir Hansson,
Ramona Harrison og Vala Bjérg Gardarsdattir.

Iron Age Assemblies in Iceland

The 2006 season witnessed the fifth year of the
Assembly Project in Iceland. The aim of the
project is to study the layout of alleged assembly
sites, the types of structures, their chronology
and development.

Excavation of the site of bingvellir, the General
Assembly, also continued in 2006. The excava-
tion focused on the homefield south of the
pingvellir farm, in Midmundatin, where sub-rec-
tangular, booth-like structures have been uncov-
ered. It remains to be seen whether these belong
to farming activity at Pingvellir or are part of the
assembly site. Small-scale test excavations were
carried out at Logberg and on a small hillock
near the southern end of Brennugja. Neither
structural remains nor finds were uncovered at
Logberg, but the mound near Brennugja is clear-
ly manmade, and inside it animal bones and sil-
ver coins from the 11th century were found.

At the alleged assembly site in Skuldapingsey,
NE-Iceland, the remains of one sub-rectangular
structure were partially excavated. The excava-
tion revealed a small ruin made of turf, dating to

Uppgréftur i Skuldapingsey a Skjdlfanda

Excavation in a booth in Skuldapingsey

the 9th-12th centuries, with many post-holes,
but no small finds or a floor layer. It is likely that
this structure is the remains of an assembly
booth. The project was funded by the Millennium
Fund.

Project manager: Adolf Fridriksson.

Field director: Howell Roberts.

Field team: Freya Sadarangani, Gardar Guémundsson,
Gudrdn Alda Gisladéttir, Hildur Gestsdattir, James
Stuart Taylor, Oddgeir Hansson, Ramona Harrison
and Vala Bjérg Gardarsdéttir.



Kumlarannsoknir

A sidustu arum hafa flestallir peir stadir par sem
heidnar grafir hafa fundist & islandi veri® athugadir
& vettvangi en peir eru um 160 talsins. Arid 2003
hofst leit ad nyjum kumlstédum og hafa nokkur
aour 6pekkt kuml fundist vid uppgroft 2004-2005:
i Saltvik i Reykjahverfi, vid Litlu-Ndpa i Adaldal, hja
Lyngbrekku (Gomlu-Dadastédum) i Reykjadal og
Kalfskinni & Arskégsstrond. Oll pessi kuml hafa
verid rofin i fyrndinni og er na litid eftir af peim,
en stadsetning peirra  samreemist  nyjum
kenningum um ad félk i heidni hafi verid heygt
skammt fra leidum og landamerkjum eda neerri
baejum. Arid 2006 var gerd frumathugun a meintu
kumli & Kumlholti & Galmastrond. P& barst
Fornleifavernd rikisins tilkynning um blésnar leifar
kumls & sjavarbakka i Hringsdal i Arnarfirdi. Vid
rannsékn a leifum kumlsins fannst annad kuml, ad
pessu sinni 6raskad. Par kunna ad vera fleiri grafir
og verdur rannséknum haldid afram arid 2007.

Verkefnisstjori: Adolf Fridriksson.
Starfsmenn vid uppgréft: Eirikur Jonsson (sjdlfboda-
lidi), Hildur Gestsdéttir og Runar Leifsson.

Iron Age Burials

In the past few years almost all of the known pa-
gan burial sites in Iceland (approximately 160)
have been revisited and relevant topographical
details recorded. In 2003, an extensive search
for new sites was launched and a few more sites
uncovered: Saltvik in Reykjahverfi, Litlu-Ndpar in
Adaldalur, Lyngbrekka (Dadastadir) in Reykja-
dalur and Kalfskinn in Arskégsstrond — all in
Northern Iceland.

All of these burials had already been disturbed,
but their location is in agreement with the gen-
eral characteristics of burial topography in
Iceland and lends further support to the identifi-
cation of grave sites from the Iron Age. In 2006,
a preliminary excavation was carried out at an
alleged burial site at Kumlholt, Galmastrond in
N-Iceland. Also, an eroded burial was uncovered
in Hringsdalur in Arnarfjérdur, NW-Iceland dur-
ing a fieldwork prompted by a report made by
the land-owners to the Archaeological Heritage
Agency. In Hringsdalur, a second and undis-
turbed burial was found, revealing a human
skeleton, with weapons and other grave-goods.

Kumlbdi i Hringsdal med vopnum frd lokum vikingaaldar.

Heathen grave in Hringsdalur including weapons from the late Viking Age.

The investigation of burial sites in Iceland will
continue in 2007.

Project manager: Adolf Fridriksson.
Field team: Eirikur J6nsson (volunteer), Hildur Gests-
déttir and Runar Leifsson.




Vatnsfjorour
bisund ara saga grafin upp

Arid 2006 var grafid fjérda arid i rod i Vatnsfirdi
vio isafjardardjip og var Fornleifaskélinn haldinn
par i annad skipti. brji adur &pekkt datihds
fundust naleegt smidju og bee fra vikingadld. par
fundust einnig nokkrir dévenjulegir gripir, t.d.
hverfisteinn, marglit perla og malmskraut af
6larenda i Borré-stil, en pad er einn af skreyti-
stilum vikingaaldar. Kdnnunarskurdir voru grafnir
i beejarhélinn i Vatnsfirdi, en hann hefur ad
geyma mun yngri minjar, m.a. komu i lj6s
hasgrunnar fra 19. 6ld fast undir yfirbordi. Gédar
likur eru & ad uppgroftur & baejarhdlnum geti
varpad ljési & hvernig efnahagur og afkoma f6lks
sem bjé a stadnum hefur breyst & lidnum
6ldum.

Markmid uppgraftarins i Vatnsfirdi er ad kanna
efnahagslegan og félagslegan grundvoll byggd-
arinnar allt fra vikingadld og fram a 16. 6ld eda
par um bil, en & pessu timabili atti Vatnsfjorour
sitt blémaskeid sem hofudbdél & Vestfjoroum.
Uppgrofturinn er lidur i nyju samstarfi nokkurra
adila sem standa ad félaginu Vestfirdir &

Perla fra 10. éld.

Viking Age bead.

middldum. Markmid félagsins er ad studla ad
nyjum rannséknum & s6gu og menningu Vest-
fjarda allt fra landnami og fram til vorra daga.
Uppgrofturinn er styrktur af Alpingi.

Markmid arsins 2006 var tvipeett: Annars vegar
ad halda afram med pann hluta sveedisins sem
er fra vikingold og hins vegar ad meta astand
baejarhélsins, sem hladist hefur upp @ mérgum

Vatnsfjorour
Westfjords Excavation Spans the Millennium

July 2006 saw the fourth excavation season at
Vatnsfjordur, the second in which the team in-
cluded students from the Field School in North
Atlantic Archaeology. Three new outbuildings
were found close to the smithy in the Viking Age
part of the site, along with some unusual finds,
such as a grinding wheel, a polychrome bead,
and a Borre-style strap end. Evaluation trenches
on the large farm mound revealed well-pre-
served 19th-century building foundations im-
mediately under the surface and demonstrate
that the farm mound has excellent potential to
shed light on the changing economy, social sta-
tus, and culture of the chieftains who resided
here.

The aim of the ongoing excavation at
Vatnsfjordur is to investigate the economic and
social organization of the farm from the Viking
Age to the post-medieval period, during which
time Vatnsfjordur rose and fell as one of the
main seats of wealth and power in the West-
fjords. The excavation forms the core of a multi-

disciplinary and multi-institutional cooperative
research programme aimed at studying the his-
tory, culture, literature, environment and ar-
chaeology of the Wesfjords from the 10th to the
20th centuries. The excavation is funded by the
Icelandic parliament.

The aims of the 2006 field season were two-
fold: to progress with the excavation on the
Viking Age part of the site and to assess the po-
tential of the farm mound for future excavations.
To this end, the Viking Age excavation area was
expanded southwards to include a building that
had been identified in 2005 in a test pit 15 m
south of the 10th-century skali. In addition, nine
evaluation trenches were excavated on the farm
mound in order to assess its size, the depth of its
cultural deposits and the quality of its preserva-
tion.

The Viking Age excavation area brought to
light three new outbuildings around the smithy
that had started to be uncovered last year, two
of which were fully excavated. One of the long



6ldum, og gildi hans fyrir &framhaldandi rann-
séknir & stadnum. A fyrrnefnda svaedinu var
rannséknarsvaedid staekkad til sudurs og nadi pa
yfir byggingu sem var fannst i prufuskurdi &rid
2005, um 15 m sudur af skala fra vikingadld. Ad
auki voru grafnir niu kénnunarskurdir i baejar-
hélinn til ad meta steerd hans, pykkt mannvistar-
laga og vardveisluskilyroi.

Tveer byggingar af premur sem voru afhjap-
adar i namunda vid vikingaaldarsmidjuna voru
grafnar til fulls. Fast vid einn langvegg smidj-
unnar var mjag litil, aflong bygging. Ekki fundust
afgerandi gripir i henni en sennilegt ad hian hafi
verid skemma eda geymslu-
rymi. Hin byggingin sem var
fullgrafin er ferhyrnd med dyr
& 00rum gafli. Flatur steinn
var midsvaedis i toftinni og
mjog punnt gélflag sem i voru
vidarkol, kolud free og rotn-
adar jurtaleifar. Eini gripurinn
sem fannst i téftinni og haegt
var ad tegundargreina er litill
hverfisteinn. Skortur & gripum

walls of the smithy was abut-
ted by a very small oblong
building that had no diagnos-
tic features or finds in it and
was probably used for stor-
age. The other fully excavated
outbuilding was rectangular,

og punn gélflog benda til ad byggingin hafi
verid o6upphitadur vinnuskdr eda skemma.
Umbhverfis vikingaaldarbeeinn voru vida punn
ruslalég og trodkud jardlog. 1 pessum [6gum
fundust ahugaverdustu gripirnir i uppgreftinum,
m.a. skreyttur 6larendi i Borré-stil og fagurlega
skreytt perla fra vikingaold.

Koénnunarskurdirnir syndu ad baejarhéllinn er
évenju stér, um 90 x 60 metrar. Mannvistarlog {
honum eru allt ad 1,5 m djdp. | kénnunarskurdi
efst a hélnum fundust leifar sidasta torfbeejarins i
Vatnsfirdi (1884-1906) og leifar af nidurgrofnum
kjallara sem hafdi verid fylltur med rusli fra fyrri

with an entrance in one of its Uppgroftur d beejarhdl.

gable walls, a central flat flag  £xcavating the farm mound.

stone, and a very thin floor
lens containing charcoal, charred seeds, and de-
composed plant matter. The only significant
find in the building was a small grinding wheel,
and this, together with the lack of diagnostic
features, the thin floor deposit, and the lack of
synanthropic insects in the building, suggests
that the building was probably an unheated
workroom and/or a storeroom. Surrounding the
Viking Age buildings were widespread sheet
middens and trampled deposits that produced
some of the most interesting and diagnostic ar-
tefacts of the excavation, including a Borre-style
strap end and a Viking Age glass bead with a
colourful bulls-eye design.

The evaluation trenches revealed that the farm

mound is exceptionally large: around 90 m long
(north-south) and 60 m wide, with cultural de-
posits reaching thicknesses of around 1.5 m.
The evaluation trench at the top of the farm
mound located the last turf dwelling house at
Vatnsfjorour (1884-1906), and the trench was
extended to reveal very well-preserved wall
foundations and a deep cellar infilled with early
20th-century household rubbish. The excellent
preservation of the buildings and other cultural
deposits in this area suggest that the Vatnsfjordur
farm mound has strong potential to further the
understanding of farm mound formation proc-
esses. The future investigation of the farm
mound will undoubtedly shed interesting new




hluta 20. aldar. Allt bendir til ad minjar i hélnum
séu frabaerlega vardveittar.

Frekari uppgroftur mun an vafa varpa ljési a
efnahagslegar og félagslegar breytingar hja ha-
stéttinni sem bjé i Vatnsfirdi.

Verkefnisstjorar: Adolf Fridriksson, Torfi H. Tulinius
og Gardar Gudmundsson.

Uppgraftarstjorar: Karen Milek og Gudrin Alda
Gisladattir.

LeiBbeinendur: Astrid Daxbdck, lan Simpson, Jonas
Secher Schmidt, Konrad Smiarowski, Mjoll Snces-
déttir og Uggi Avarsson.

Starfsmenn vi® uppgréft: David Craig, Dawn
Mooney, Gunnhildur Gardarsdéttir, Elizabeth Pierce,
Nicole Taylor, Stuart Morrison og Val Dufeu.

Leifar tveggja bygginga frd vikingadld.

Two Viking Age structures.

light on the changing economic and social for-
tunes of chieftains who resided at Vatnsfjordur.

Project managers: Adolf Fridriksson, Torfi H.
Tulinius, Garéar Gudmundsson

Field directors: Karen Milek, Gudrin Alda Gisla-
dottir.

Supervisors: Astrid Daxbéck, lan Simpson, Jonas
Secher Schmidt, Konrad Smiarowski, Mjoll Snces-
dottir, Uggi Avarsson.

Field team: David Craig, Dawn Mooney, Gunn-
hildur  Gardarsdottir, Elizabeth Pierce, Nicole

Nemendur vid Fornleifaskélann: Alice Whitmore,
Altaire Harris, Bartlomiej Begziak, Elijah McStotts,
Ella Ussher, Hege Gjerde, Inge Knudsen, Maeve
McCormick, Marina Matatova, Maureen Kick,
Sandra Coullenot, Sébastien Martel, Véronique
Forbes og Yannick Guigue.

Samstarfsadilar: Hdskolasetur Vestfjarda, Vestfirdir
d middldum, University of Stirling, Hugvisinda-
stofnun  HI, Atvinnupréunarfélag  Vestfirdinga,
Byggdasafnid G Isafirdi og Freedslumidstéd Vest-
fjarda.

Taylor, Stuart Morrison, Val
Dufeu.

Field team attending the
Field School in North Atlantic
Archaeology: Alice Whitmore,
Altaire  Harris,  Bartlomiej
Begziak, Elijah McStotts, Ella
Ussher, Hege Gjerde, Inge
Knudsen, Maeve McCormick,
Marina Matatova, Maureen
Kick,  Sandra
Sébastien Martel, Véronique

Coullenot,
Forbes,  Yannick  Guigue.
Collaborators: Hdskélasetur Vestfjarda, Vestfiarda
da Midéldum, University of Stirling, Hugvisinda-
stofnun  HI, Atvinnupréunarfélag Vestfirdinga,
Byggdasafnid d Isafirdi, Freedslumidstod Vestfiarda.



Sveigakot
Madur byrjar a pvi ad koma sér upp vinnuskar og utigrilli ...

i Sveigakoti i Myvatnssveit hefur stadid yfir
uppgroftur fra 1999. b6 ad rdstirnar par hafi
verid illa farnar af uppblaeestri pegar ad var komid
hafa peer reynst afar drjlgt rannséknarefni sem
hefur vakid upp nyjar spurningar um landnamio,
uppruna landnédmsmanna og baskap frumbyggja
islands.

Eitt af pvi sem gerir Sveigakot ad spennandi
rannséknarstad er gjoskulag fr& um 950 en
talsvert af byggingaleifum og 6skuhaugum var
undir pvi lagi, milli pess og landndmsgjéskunnar
fra 871+2. bar & medal eru byggingar sem voru
fallnar adur en 950 gjéskan féll og eru pad elstu
mannvirki & islandi sem haegt er ad timasetja
med algerri vissu til fyrstu aratuga byggdar
landinu. Medal pessara elstu mannvirkja eru
iveruhus af annarri gerd en hingad til hefur verid
bekkt 4 Islandi.

Sumarid 2006 midadi uppgrofturinn ad pvi ad
rannsaka elstu byggingaleifarnar i Sveigakoti og
voru grafnar fram fimm byggingar, en fj6rar
peirra hofou komid i ljés & fyrri arum og sumar
verid rannsakadar ad talsverdu leyti. Par & medal

var fjés, 11 x 4 m stért med flér eftir endiléngu
sem hafdi verid rifinn eftir ad hasid var aflagt.
bunn godlfskan var i pessu husi og a pridja
hundrad holur, flestar litlar, eftir pinna eda heela,
en einnig greinilegar stodarholur medfram

Gudrun Alda Gisladéttir tekur syni til efnagreiningar ur golfi elsta jar6hdssins.

Gudrin Alda Gisladéttir sampling the floor in the earliest dwelling.

Sveigakot
First we have to build a tool shed and a barbecue ...

The eighth and final season of excavations in
Sveigakot reveals new information about the life
of the first settlers in the late 9th century.

Originally planned for only 2-3 seasons, exca-
vations at Sveigakot in Myvatnssveit have
reached their 8th and final season. What began
in 1999 on a seriously eroded site, was found to
have archaeological deposits with a substantial
amount of archaeological remains - enough to
warrant many years of fieldwork and analysis
which is only now coming to a close. The results
promise to shed new light on questions regard-
ing the colonization of Iceland, the origins of
the settlers and their subsistence strategies.

One reason for Sveigakot’s being an ideal site
for the investigation of these issues is that the
site contains substantial midden deposits and
structural remains which are all sandwiched be-
tween two tephra layers — horizons of volcanic
ash. The older tephra layer is dated to AD 871+2
and the later to ca. AD 950, clearly placing the
site into the settlement period. The structural re-

mains comprise, in whole or in part, entire build-
ings which had been abandoned and had col-
lapsed before the AD 950 tephra was deposited,
making them the only buildings so far excavated
in Iceland which can be dated with confidence
to the first decades of settlement. These early
structures include dwellings of a type hitherto
unknown in Iceland.

The 2006 season concentrated on five struc-
tures, four of which had been partially investi-
gated during previous seasons. Among these
was a byre which measured 11x4 m, with a
paved central aisle, the stones from which had
been robbed after the building was abandoned.
This structure had very thin surface deposits but
nearly 300 holes were dotted around its inside.
These were mainly small peg-holes and stake-
holes but post-holes were also found along the
walls. The paved central aisle only ran approxi-
mately two-thirds of the length of the structure
from the front. Clearly the innermost portion of
the structure had some other purpose than stall-



langveggjum. Flérinn nadi ekki inn eftir ollu
hdsinu og hefur innsti og efsti hluti hassins verid
notadur til einhvers annars en ad hafa par kyr
eda naut a4 basum. A Sveigakotsfjosid petta
raunar sammerkt med mérgum 6drum fjésum
sem grafin hafa verid upp & Islandi. Fjésid var
fallid 16ngu &dur en 950 gjéskan féll og sému-
leidis adaliveruhus fyrstu kynsl6dar Sveiga-
kotunga sem st6d skammt fra pvi. Pad var
nidurgrafid hds, um 5 x 4 m ad steerd. [ pvi voru
allmoérg golflog sem hofdu hladist upp i timans
ras. Hverju pessara gélflaga tilheyrdi eldsteedi en
alltid umskipti voru & pvi hvar i hdsinu eldsteedin
voru fra einum tima til annars. Ymsar fleiri
breytingar voru gerdar & innra skipulagi hdssins

med timanum og geeti petta bent til pess ad
abuendaskipti hafi verid ti0 eda a 5-10 ara fresti
& peim 30-50 arum sem liklegt er ad husid hafi
verid i notkun. Upphaflega hafdi verid gengid
inn i hasid ad vestanverdu, skammt fra vatns-
bakka eda myrarjadri sem talid er ad hafi verid
fast vestan vid beejarstaedid, en pessar dyr voru
fliétlega fylltar og nyjar settar a ad austan. bar 1a
mjér gangur fra hdsinu og opnadist Gt & sveedi
med Utieldsteedum sem virdast hafa verid |
notkun améta lengi eda jafnvel lengur en iveru-
hasid. Orfair gripir fundust i pessu hdsi, p.a m.
ein glerperla og hluti af las sem geeti verid af
verkfeerakistu. Hja Gtieldsteedunum fundust tveer
spilatoflur dar beini og ma af pvi imynda sér ad
par hafi menn setid og stytt sér stundir vid spil a
medan ad maturinn malladi. Heldur yngri bygg-
ingar voru skammt austan vid nidurgrafna
iveruhisid og hafa peer ad likindum verid reistar
medan pad og fj6sid voru enn i notkun en stadid
mun lengur og voru liklega enn undir paki pegar
950 gjoskan féll. SG eldri af pessum tveimur
byggingum var grunn, ferhyrnd gryfja med
nokkrum eldsteedum, par & medal tveimur mjog
stérum i djapum skurdi sem hafdi verid grafinn

Vinnuskdr frumbylingsins dsamt stodarholum ur yngra mannvirki. A gélfi
hans var beinahrdga, e.t.v. leifar eftir nokkrar mdltidir.

The first settler’s shed along with later postholes. A pile of animal bones on
the floor, possibly the remains of several meals.

ing cattle. This arrangement is, in fact, often
seen in excavated Viking age byres in Iceland.
The byre had collapsed and become a ruin by
the time the AD 950 tephra fell. Similarly, the
earliest dwelling, which was located a short dis-
tance from the byre, met the same fate. The
sunken-structure measures 5 x 4 m, with multi-
ple floor layers which had accumulated during
its lifetime. Most of these floor layers were asso-
ciated with hearths; however, the hearths were
frequently relocated within the structure as well
as other changes that were made to the struc-
ture’s interior design. This may suggest that
changes in occupancy were frequent, perhaps
every 5 to 10 years in the 30 to 50-year period
during which the dwelling was most likely in

use. The original entrance was on its west side,
opening out onto a lake-bank or a wet meadow,
but this entrance was soon filled and a new en-
trance was created uphill on the eastern side of
the structure. Here, a narrow corridor connected
this structure to an outdoor activity area with
open-air hearths. This activity area seems to be
contemporary to the dwelling and was possibly
in use for a longer period. Only a handful of ar-
tefacts were found in the dwelling, including a
glass bead and a part of a lock, possibly from a
tool-box. Two gaming pieces of bone were
found by the open-air hearths, suggesting per-
haps that people passed the time by playing
some sort of chess while they waited for the
meal to cook.

Another two structures were located a short
distance east of the byre and dwelling. They
were constructed while the two earlier buildings
were still standing. It is possible that all four
structures were in use at the same time, howev-
er, these two later structures outlived the earlier
by quite a few years, possibly even decades, as
they were still standing when the AD 950 tephra
was deposited. The earlier of these is a rectan-



ofan i gryfjuna. S& skurdur hafdi sidan verid
fylltur med stétt sem virdist hafa tengst yngri
byggingunni en hdn hefur verid iveruhds af
annarri gerd en hid elsta. Petta his hafdi mjog
einkennilega logun, 6 x 2 m stort, og leit Gt eins
og midgangurinn i litlum skala en engar visbend-
ingar fundust um set eda Utveggi sem stutt geetu
ba hugmynd ad pad hafi verid skali. [ hisinu var
pykkt svart kolagdlf, langeldur & pvi midju og
00rum enda pess stér og vandadur hellukassi
sem eldur hafdi brunnid i. Allmargir gédir gripir
komu upp uar pessu golfi, p.& m. sneeldusnidur
ar blyi, en hann er sé sjotti Gr pvi efni sem finnst
& Islandi. Einnig fundust par 9 glerperlur, par af
8 af smeestu gerd, adeins 3-5 mm i pvermal.
Undir sidastnefnda hasinu fundust leifar af or-
smarri byggingu, adeins 2,8 x 2 m ad steerd.
pPetta his var byggt med pvi ad reka nidur stodir
med skommu millibili og hafa bilin & milli peirra
verid fyllt med timburpili, tagum eda jafnvel
einungis tjaldduk. Ekkert eiginlegt gdlflag var i
pessum kofa en & botninum var stér hriga af
dyrabeinum, liklega leifar af nokkrum maltidum.
Peer maltidir hafa p6 ekki verid matreiddar inni {
kofanum enda fundust engin merki um ad eldur

hefdi brunnid par. Liklegra er ad st eldamennska
hafi farid fram i tveimur nidurgréfnum eldstaed-
um utan vid kofann, peim elstu af nokkrum sem
adur var minnst & milli kofans og elsta nidur-
grafna iveruhussins.

Hér virdist pvi vera kominn vinnuskdr frum-
byggjans. Hann hefur ekki rdmad meira en tvo
menn og hefur pé verid prongt um pa ef peir
hafa haft med sér vistir og bnad. Adur en peir
héfust handa vid ad byggja iveruhdsio hafa peir
grafid sér holu, f6drad hana ad innan med
hellum og hefur hdn pjénad sem eldsteedi peirra
— Gtigrillid - medan byggingavinnan st6d yfir.
Eftir ad nidurgrafna iveruhusid var risid hefur
skdrinn glatad hlutverki sinu og sennilega verid

gular sunken feature. This structure was quite
shallow and was cut by a ditch bisecting it,
which contained two large hearth pits. The ditch
had later been filled with a pavement which
may have been connected to the other struc-
ture. This second, slightly later structure was an-
other dwelling, but of a different type from the
earlier dwelling mentioned above. It measured
6 x 2 m and had a curious shape, which looked
very much like the central aisle of a small hall,
yet no evidence whatsoever was found of side-
aisles or walls which could have supported an
interpretation of this building as a hall. The
structure had a thick, soot-black floor layer, an
elongated hearth in the centre of the floor, and
towards one end a large and deep stone-lined
hearth box. A number of artefacts came from
this floor, including a lead spindle whorl, the
sixth so far found in Iceland, and 9 glass beads,
including 8 of the smallest kind, only 3-5 mm in
diameter.

Below this last structure the remains of a tiny
structure were found, only 2.8 x 2 m. This was a
post-built structure, with the space between the
posts filled with wooden paneling, wattle or

Uggi Avarsson ihugar eitt af jardhidsunum i Sveigakoti.

Uggi Avarsson speculating on one of the sunken huts in Sveigakot.

possibly even just cloth. There was no floor layer
as such in this “hut” but in its base there was a
pile of animal bones, possibly the remains of
several meals. Those meals cannot have been
cooked inside the hut as there was no evidence
of any burning there. It is more likely that the
meals were cooked in one of two pit hearths,
the earliest of several in the outdoor activity area
already mentioned, between the hut and the
earliest dwelling.

It is tempting to speculate that this hut was
the original settlers’ site hut, built to shelter no
more than two persons while they built more
substantial structures at the site. Besides the hut
they fashioned a hearth by digging a pit and lin-
ing the insides with flat slabs — this will have




rifinn fljétlega, en Utieldstaedid var notad afram

og morg onnur gerd & sama sveedi naestu
aratugi. Eitt af pvi sem uppgrofturinn i Sveigakoti
hefur synt mjog vel er ad margskonar starfsemi
hefur att sér stad utandyra a beejarsteedinu, baedi
matargerd og smidar, og er greinilegt ad
forfedur okkar hafa ekki latid kulda eda vosbid &
sig fa — ad minnsta kosti ekki haft fyrir pvi ad
byggja sér has til ad vinna verkin innandyra.

Pad er skemmtilegt ad medal oOrfarra gripa
sem fundust i elsta iveruhusinu var hluti af 1as og
var hann undir nedsta gélfinu i hdsinu. Las af
somu ger0 er til & freegri verkfeerakistu fra vikinga-
old sem fannst & Mastermyr a Gotlandi og er
freistandi ad aetla ad Sveigakotslasinn hafi einnig
verid & slikri kistu. pPad hefur pa kannski verid
verkfeerakista peirra sem byggdu elsta iveruhusid,
peirra sem hirdust i skdrnum. Lykill sem geeti
hafa gengid ad slikum lasi fannst i Sveigakoti
2005.

P6 ad uppgrefti sé na lokid i Sveigakoti er
mikid starf 6unnid vid Grvinnslu allra peirra
gagna sem hafa ordid til vid groftinn. Haustid
2006 hoéfst vinna vid greiningu jardvegssyna en
naer 6ll golf og yfirbordslég voru tekin upp og

sett i fotur, og efninu sidan fleytt i vatni pannig
ad lifreenar leifar fljéta upp 4 yfirbordid en pyngri
efni falla til botns. Greining & botnfallinu leiddi
m.a. i ljés tveer af hinum 6rsmau glerperlum ar
yngra iveruhlsinu sem grafid var upp 2006.

Urvinnslan midar einnig ad pvi ad tdlka
minjarnar i Sveigakoti. Eitt af pvi sem hefur vakid
athygli er ad byggingarnar i Sveigakoti eru
talsvert frabrugdnar peim hdsakosti sem hingad
til hefur verid talinn einkenna elstu byggd a
islandi. Enginn skali var byggdur i Sveigakoti fyrr
en tveer eda prjar kynsl6dir hofou buid par,
heldur voru nidurgréfnu husin adaliveruhis
beejarins fram ad pvi. bau eru ad pvi leyti
frabrugdin jardhisum sem vida hafa komid i ljos
a islenskum beejarsteedum fra vikingadld og eru
yfirleitt tdlkud sem bradabirgdahlsneedi eda
vinnustofur.

pad er greinilegt ad f6lkid sem byggdi Sveiga-
kot hefur kosid ad hafa ekki skala og ma af pessu
e.t.v. draga alyktanir um menningu pess. Jardhus
voru rikjandi hisagerd um alla Mid- og Austur
Evrépu & vikingadld og ma vera ad félkid sem
byggdi i Sveigakoti hafi rakid uppruna sinn
pangad. Einnig er hugsanlegt ad hudsagerdin

been their barbecue while the building work
was in progress. After the dwelling had been
built there would have been no further use for
the hut. Evidence indicates that the hut was torn
down soon afterwards, while the outdoor
hearths were in use for much longer. The
Sveigakot excavations have brought to light the
amount of activity actually taking place out-
doors. Such activities included cooking and in-
dustry, suggesting that the earliest Icelanders
were not as sensitive to the elements as we
would be today — at least not to the extent that
they considered it worthwhile to erect buildings
to shelter themselves while carrying out such
tasks.

It is interesting that among the very few arte-
facts retrieved in the earliest levels at Sveigakot
there was a part of a lock, below the earliest
floor layer in the earliest dwelling. A famous
tool-box found in a grave in Mastermyr, Got-
land, has the same type of lock and it is tempt-
ing to suggest that the Sveigakot lock came
from a similar box. That would mean that this
may have been the tool-box belonging to those
who built the first dwelling, those who lived in

the small hut. A key which conceivably matches
this lock was found in Sveigakot in 2005.

Although the excavations at Sveigakot have
now been completed an immense amount of
work lies ahead in analysing all the evidence that
has been unearthed during its 8 seasons. In au-
tumn 2006, analysis of soil samples commenced.
Nearly all floor and surface layers were sampled
on a grid, the material collected in buckets and
then dissolved in water in a process called flota-
tion. This makes the organic materials float to
the surface while heavier materials sink to the
bottom. Analysis of the heavy residues revealed,
among other things, two of the miniscule glass
beads from the more recent of the two dwell-
ings excavated in 2006.

The post-excavation work also aims to inter-
pret the structures at Sveigakot. One of the is-
sues which has been raised is that the Sveigakot
buildings are different from the types of build-
ings which have previously been found on early
settlement sites in Iceland. A hall — the ubiqui-
tous dwelling type of the Norse — was not built
at Sveigakot until two or even three generations
had lived and passed away there. Instead the



endurspegli stédu Sveigakots, ad par hafi verid
hjaleiga eda afbyli af einhverju tagi. Hvernig sem
pvi er varid er margt sem bendir til ad frum-
byggjarnir i Sveigakoti hafi ekki att mikid undir
sér, ad peir hafi haft mjog takmarkadan adgang
ad efnislegum gaedum og jafnvel verid ofrjalsir —
erfitt er ad imynda sér ad folk hafi sjalfviljugt
byggt & pessum stad med pessum haetti.

Verkefnis- og uppgraftarstjori: Orri Vésteinsson.
Starfsmenn vid uppgréft: Gudrian Alda Gisladoéttir,
Maciek Trzeciecki, Uggi Avarsson og Przemystaw
Urbanczyk.

Umsjon med drvinnslu gagna: Gudrun Alda Gisla-
déttir.

Samstarfsadilar: Hunter College (CUNY), NABO,
Polish Academy of Sciences (Institute of Archaeo-
logy and Ethnography), Univ. of Edinburgh, Hdskdli
islands, Univ. of Stirling.

Elsta iveruhusid i Sveigakoti. Fjcer er Przemystaw Urbanczyk ad teikna dtieldstcedi.

The earliest dwelling in Sveigakot. Przemystaw Urbanczyk planning an outdoor hearth to the left.

sunken featured buildings were the principal
dwellings in this earlier period. In being primary
dwellings they are different from sunken fea-
tured buildings found at other sites in Iceland
which are normally interpreted as temporary
dwellings or special purpose buildings, ancillary
to halls.

It seems clear that the people who lived in
Sveigakot chose not to build a hall and this
choice may allow us to speculate on their ori-
gins. Sunken featured buildings were the domi-
nant dwelling type in central and Eastern Europe
in the Viking age and it may be that the settlers
of Sveigakot could trace their origins from those
parts. It is also possible that the house types re-
flect the status of Sveigakot as a cottage or out-
station of some sort. It seems clear at any rate

that the social status of the people of Sveigakot
was low; they had limited resources and limited
access to material goods and may even have
been serfs — as it is difficult to imagine that any-
one in full control of his or her own life would
have chosen to live in a place such as this.

Project manager and field director: Orri Vésteins-
son.

Field team: Gudrin Alda Gisladéttir, Maciek
Trzeciecki, Uggi Avarsson and Przemystaw Urban-
czyk.

Post-excavation team: Gudrin Alda Gisladéttir.
Collaborators: Hunter College (CUNY), NABO,
Polish Academy of Sciences (Institute of Archaeo-
logy and Ethnography), Univ. of Edinburgh, Univ.
of Iceland, Univ. of Stirling.




Reykjavikurh6fn
Nyminjar i hjarta Reykjavikur

Arid 2006 héfust framkvaemdir nalaegt Reykja-
vikurh6fn vegna fyrirhugadrar byggingar tén-
listarhGss. Vegna framkveemdanna reyndist
naudsynlegt ad gera fornleifakonnun a sveedun-
um sem atti ad raska, enda na pau yfir hluta
gamla Reykjavikurbaejarins og hafnarsveedi hans.

Fyrsta svaedid sem um reedir afmarkast af
Geirsgotu, Austurbakka, Kalkofnsvegi og Hafnar-
streeti. bar voru grafnir 11 konnunarskurdir til
ad stadsetja hdsgrunna og mannvirki sem vitad
er ad voru & hafnarbakkanum, t.d. bryggjur og
upphladinn sjavarbakka. | flestum skurdum var
mikid rask tengt natimabyggd, t.d. pipulagnir,
rafmagnsleidslur og steyptir kjallarar. A sudur-
hluta svaedisins voru hledslur, baedi hdsgrunnar
og einnig fannst upphladinn sjavarbakki. par
fundust ruslalég sem blandast héfou sjavarmol
og sandi, enda hefur sorpi verid hent fram af
sjavarbakkanum. bar fundust gripir eins og
leirkerabrot, dyra- og fiskibein og toluvert af
mo&osku. Greinilegt var ad sjavarbakkinn hefur
feerst til og verid endurbyggdur oft fra upphafi,

en fyrst var hann hladinn upp um midja 19. 6ld.

Hafnarbakkinn i Reykjavik er frabeer heimild
um UGtpenslu borgarinnar sem héfst & 19. o6ld.
Eftir pvi sem fiskvinnsla og verslun jékst var porf
& meira plassi fyrir byggingar og bryggjur sem
skip gaetu lagst ad. p6tt mikio sé til af sogulegum
frodleik um Iifid i Reykjavik & pessum tima var
fatt vitad um utlit og fyrirkomulag bygginganna
i smaatridum, hvad pa neyslumynstur ibdanna
og hvernig pau préudust. bar kemur forn-
leifafreedin ad gédu gagni, enda er hér kjorid
teekifeeri til a® endurmeta sogu Reykjavikur ad
hluta, baedi i rannséknaskyni en eins til kynningar
fyrir borgarbGum.

Annar hluti uppgraftar & pessu svaedi var a
sudurhluta sveedisins, nanar tiltekid nordan vid
Hafnarstreeti, einkum hds nr. 15 og 21. S6mu-
leidis for fram litill uppgroftur i Leekjargotu,
skammt sunnan vid austurenda Hafnarstreetis.
Fjoldi hdsgrunna var grafinn upp asamt husa-
gordum. Huasid sem stéd vid Hafnarstreeti 21,
svonefnt Ziemsen hs, var flutt af 16dinni og var

Reykjavik Harbour
The Recent Past in the Center of Reykjavik

Excavations in advance of large-scale redevel-
opment of the harbour and water front area
took place in 2006, with further work continu-
ing into 2007. The first phase was an evaluation
of the development area that lies between
Geirsgata, Austurbakki, Kalkofnsvegur and
Leekjargata and Hafnarstreeti. Eleven trenches
were placed to target buildings and water front
features such as piers and seafronts. Many of the
trenches contained extensive modern distur-
bance such as pipes, cables, and concreted
basements. The southern part of the develop-
ment area contained stone-built foundations of
buildings and seafronts, as well as shore depos-
its which included dumped material containing
artefacts such as pottery, fish and animal bones
and peat ash. It was evident that the water front
had changed and been redeveloped several
times over its history from the mid-19th century
onwards.

The waterfront in Reykjavik at the site of our
excavations is part of a recent urban expansion

which occurred in the nineteenth century. The
critical factor in the reclamation of the land from
the sea was the need to develop new space for
the fishing industry and industries relating to the
import and export of goods; new harbour fronts
and piers were needed that supported this new
phase of industrialization and expansion in
Iceland during the late 19th century. Whilst
there is much historical information relating to
this period in Reykjavik’s history, little is known
about the detailed spatial arrangements of the
waterfront and the consumption patterns and
consumer trends that can be derived from ar-
chaeological information. An opportunity to re-
assess Reykjavik’s waterfront history from an ar-
chaeological perspective was therefore of
paramount interest both for public appreciation
of the area and for research. Archaeology in par-
ticular in this context acts as a magnet for other
types of source material such as maps, photo-
graphs, documents and local memory, that exist
in abundance for this part of Reykjavik.



pad kortlagt ad hluta. Hasgrunnurinn var afhjip-
adur og sveedid sunnan vid husid grafid upp, par
& medal voru grunnar undan troppum & tveimur
stodum. Nordan vid Hafnarstreeti 19 fundust
hladnar undirstédur huiss sem skv. ritudum
heimildum var reist 1860. Vestar, aftan vid
Hafnarstreeti 15 og 17, voru undirstddur eins
hass til vidbdtar. Nordurveggur tveggja sidast-
nefndu hdsanna myndadi hluta af sjavarbakkan-
um en milli peirra 14 Kolasund. Greinilega saust
nokkur skeid i préun pess. A fyrsta stigi hafdi
gatan verid 16gd stérum hnullungum og halladi
henni nidur ad sjavarbordinu. Sundid hafdi sidan
verid heekkad og fyllt upp ad hluta med sjavar-
mol og sidan hofdu tréppur ad hdsunum beggja
megin vid verid reistar par ofan a. Sjavarbakkinn
var hladinn Gt fra pessum byggingum og halladi
litillega. Agaetlega vardveittur butur af trébryggju
var afastur honum vid Hafnarstreeti 19. Vestar
var annar hladinn sjavarbakki upp vid hinn
fyrrnefnda og hefur hann tilheyrt endurbyggingu
bakkans sem tengd var steinbryggju sem 14 fram
af Posthisstreeti. Brautarspor Gr jarni fundust &

bryggjunni.

With this idea in mind, a second phase of ex-
cavation took place in the southern part of the
development area in advance of service reor-
ganization. The excavations concentrated on
the area north of Hafnarstreeti and behind and
between houses 15 to 21, as well as a small part
of Leekjargata. Several buildings, back and front
yards were excavated. The building that stood
at Hafnarstraeti 21 was removed before the first
phase and was partially recorded. In this phase
the foundations were revealed and the area on
the south side of the building excavated, which
including two threshold platforms which were
used as a foundation for steps into the building.
Another building on the northern side of
Hafnarstreeti 19 was excavated, which included
stone-built foundations for a building that ac-
cording to documentary sources was built in
1860. Further to the west, behind Hafnardstreeti
15 and 17 another building foundation was
seen. The northern walls of these two buildings
formed part of the sea front. Between them was
Kolasund which had seen several phases of de-
velopment. The first was a large rounded stone
surface that sloped downwards towards the sea
front. The passage-way had then been raised

Leifar timburbryggju vid Hafnarstreeti 19.

Remains of a wooden pier at Hafnarstreeti 19.

and filled with sea deposits on which threashold
platforms had been placed as side entrances
into the buildings east and west of Kolasund.
The sea wall was constructed out of these build-
ings and sloped at a slight angle. A small part of
a wooden pier was attached to the sea wall as-
sociated with Hafnarstreeti 19 plot, and it re-
mained well preserved and relatively undam-
aged by land infill. Further to the west, another
sea wall was attached to this one forming part
of the redevelopment of harbour connected
with the stone pier following the line of
Pésthusstreeti. The sea wall sloped at an angle of
45 degrees and was made out of ‘greystone’
and was attached to the stone pier. Two parallel
double metal tracks were seen on the pier run-
ning north to south.

There were a total of 1979 individual artefacts
found during the excavations. There was great
diversity in types from inscribed stones to Pepsi




Alls fundust 1979 gripir vid uppgreftina og var
filbreytnin mikil, allt fr4 steinum med aletrunum
til Pepsi-ddsa. Meirihluti gripanna voru pé brot
Gr flatum og 60rum hlutum og brenndum leir.
Gripirnir eru ad mestu leyti Gr heimilis- og
idnadarsorpi en einnig munir sem félk hefur
tynt. Heegt er ad aldursgreina marga peirra og
rekja upprunann. beir geta pvi veitt aukinn
skilning & préun Reykjavikurborgar, peim breyt-
ingum sem ordid hafa & hafnarbakkanum og lifi

peirra sem bjuggu i naesta nagrenni.

Verkefnisstjori: Gardar Gudmundsson.
Uppgraftarstjori: Oscar Aldred.

Starfsmenn vid uppgroft: Astrid Daxbock, Birna
Ldrusdottir, Howell Roberts, Lilja Bjérk Pdlsdottir,
Mijéll Sncesdttir, Oddgeir Hansson, Oskar Gisli
Sveinbjarnarson, Sigridur borgeirsdéttir og Vala
Bjérg Gardarsdottir.

Unnid ad uppgreftri vid einn hiisgrunnanna vid Hafnarstreeti.

Excavating one of the stone built foundations in Hafnarstreeti.

aluminium cans, although the majority of ob-
jects recovered were ceramics. For example,
many were the remnants of domestic waste, in-
dustrial workings, discarded and lost personal
items and structural fittings. Many of these came
from the dumped and redeposited sea deposits
but also from specific contexts connected with
the buildings such as floor surfaces and dumps,
which ranged from the 18th century to the early
20th century in date. Since many of the artefacts
are datable and can be provenanced, the unique
qualities of Reykjavik’s urban development will

be understood better because of the archaeo-
logical work, in particular the spatial details and
development of the sea front and the people
who lived nearby.

Project manager: Gar8ar Gudmundsson.

Field director: Oscar Aldred.

Field team: Astrid Daxbéck, Birna Ldrusdottir,
Howell Roberts, Lilja Bjérk Pdlsdéttir, Mjéll
Sncesdéttir, Oddgeir Hansson, Oskar Gisli Svein-
bjarnarson, Sigridur borgeirsdéttir og Vala Bjorg
Gardarsdottir.



Modruvellir i Horgardal
Oskuhdll

Sumarid 2007 var grafid i svonefndan Oskuhél &
Modruvollum i Horgardal. Verkefnid tengist steerri
rannsokn & lifsvidurveeri folks & Eyjafjardarsveedinu a
middldum. Medal markmida pess er ad reyna ad
varpa ljosi a tengsl klaustursins & Modruvollum vid
verslunarstadinn & Gasum, en atla ma ad voruskipti
par hafi haft ahrif & framleidslu i négrenninu. Med
pvi ad skoda dskuhauga, sem voru i notkun & sama
tima og verslun st6d med bléma & Gasum, ma auka
skilning & samskiptum milli verslunarstadarins og
sveitanna i kring. Hollinn er ar sorplégum og
byggingaleifum sem tengjast byggd & Médruvéllum
og hefur hann hladist upp @ moérg hundrud arum.
Geetu elstu leifarnar i hélnum jafnvel verid fra mio-
oldum pott ekki hafi verid grafid nidur & peer ennpa.

Oskuhéll er vestan vid svonefnt Stefansfjés og
myndar hann nordvesturhluta beejarhdlsins, sem er
stér og mikill. Skurdi var valinn stadur eftir ad borad
hafdi verid i hélinn & nokkrum st6dum med jard-
vegsbor. bad er timafrekt og flokid ad grafa i 6sku-
hauga, enda parf ad grafa og teikna upp sérhvert
lag - og pau eru &di morg. Mikid var grafid upp af

vel vardveittum dyrabeinum og ymsum gripum, t.d.
leirkersbrotum, jérni og textil. Gripirnir gefa oft
visbendingu um aldur laganna sem peir liggja i.
Gripir sem hafa verid greindir, t.d. rGdugler, floskur
og kritarpipur, benda til pess ad mest af pvi sem
grafid var sumarid 2006 sé fra 18.-19. 6ld.

Toluvert hefur fundist af brenndum beinum i eldri
I[6gunum og eru pau adallega Gr saudfé og naut-
gripum. Greinilegt er ad ungum nautgripum hefur
verid slatrad og geeti pad verid visbending um
aherslu @ mjélkurframleidslu en pé er safnid enn of
litid til ad nidurstodur séu markteekar. Mikid fannst
af porskbeinum i yngstu 16gum haugsins. bau benda
til pess ad fiskur hafi verid verkadur & stadnum,
sennilega fyrir heimafélk.

Mooruvellir in Horgardalur
Ash Mound

This is a brief summary on the findings from a
week-long investigative ~ excavation  at
Médruvellir's Oskuhéll/Ash Mound in the sum-
mer of 2006. The project is part of a larger study
of the high medieval and post-medieval subsist-
ence strategies present in the Eyjafjordur region.
Of particular interest is the monastery’s one-
time connection with the Gasir trading station,
which functioned as a place of exchange and
thus surely had a strong impact on its surround-
ings. Contemporaneous midden materials from
several sites such as Modruvellir and others in
Gasir's vicinity could greatly improve knowledge
of the socio-economic interactions between the
trading station and its hinterlands. Oskuhéll is a
mound composed of distinct layers of rubbish
and building debris associated with the farm
and church/monastery of Modruvellir. These
midden deposits have accumulated over several
centuries and presumably date back to medieval
times. The medieval farm has not yet been posi-
tively located, but it is likely that further excava-
tion may aid in doing so.

Jardlég sigtud & Médruvéllum.

Sieving midden deposits at Médruvellir.

Once the most recent deposit was established
through soil cores, a trench was put into
Oskuhdll, located to the west of Stefansfj6s
(Stefan’s byre) and representing the northwest-
ern portion of the farm mound. The time-con-
suming removal and planning of the various
dumping events resulted in the recovery of well-
preserved faunal materials and artefacts such as
pottery, iron and wool that can be used to
chronologically date the different layers. So far,
window glass, bottle glass and clay tobacco
pipes indicate that these materials most likely
stem from the 18th and 19th centuries.

Results from zooarchaeological analysis indi-




Med frekari rannsoknum a haugnum meetti auka

vid pad beinasafn sem fyrir er og fa samanburdarefni
fra eldri ti0. pannig veeri haegt ad varpa ljosi a
hvernig mataraedi og buskaparhzettir § M6druvollum
hafa préast i aldanna rés. Ef unnt veeri ad greina
efnivid dr sorphaugnum sem veeri samtida verslun &
Géasum myndi pad veita upplysingar um samband
verslunarstadarins vid sveitirnar i kring. Azetlad er ad

rannsékn & oskuhaugnum & Modruvollum haldi
afram sumarid 2007.

Verkefnisstjorar: Howell Roberts og Orri Vésteinsson.
Starfsmenn vid uppgréft: Ramona Harrison, Oddgeir
Hansson, Norie Manigault og Sebastien Martel.

OSKUHOLL 7 . .
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Afstédumynd af rannséknarsveedinu.

A plan showing the area of excavation.

cate that the lower layers excavated to date con-
tain burnt bones and predominantly sheep and
cow elements. The presence of young cow
bones could be indicative of dairying activities,
but the sample is too small for certainty. A large
amount of cod fish remains were analyzed,
stemming from the most recent dumping activi-
ties on the mound. They indicate processing of
fresh fish, presumably prepared by and/or for
the farm occupants at the time.

Further investigation is likely to result in more
artefactual and faunal materials in larger quanti-
ties from different time periods and can thus of-
fer a glimpse into the diet and activities of
Modruvellir’s residents throughout the centu-
ries. As mentioned above, if midden materials
contemporaneous with those of high medieval

Gasir deposits can be analyzed, more informa-
tion on the trading site’s connection to its hin-
terlands may emerge. Naturally, more sites need
to be analyzed and Mdodruvellir with its various
deposits over a long period of time may be a
good place to start this regional investigation of
Eyjafjorour.

Project directors: Howell Roberts and Orri Vésteins-
son.

Excavators: Ramona Harrison, Oddgeir Hansson,
Norie Manigault and Sebastien Martel.



Hofstaoir i Porskafirdi
Forkénnun a Hoftéft og Beenhishol

Markmidid med rannsékninni var ad afla upp-
lysinga um meint fornleg mannvirki i taninu &
Hofstodum, svokallada Hoft6ft annarsvegar og
Baenhushdl hinsvegar. Kanna éatti hvort og pa
hverskonar mannvirki veeri um ad reeda, kanna
astand peirra og meta visindalegt gildi frekari
rannsékna & stadnum.

Fornleifarannséknin a Hofstodum var samstarfs-
verkefni Fornleifastofnunar islands og heima-
manna sem eru adilar ad Ferdamalafélagi Dala-
syslu og Reykholasveitar og unnin med studningi
sveitarstjérnar. Arid 2005 var Grettislaug &
Reykhélum rannsokud og samtimis peirri rann-
so6kn var grafid i kumlateiga i Berufjardarbotni.
Pa voru pingminjar & KollabGdum i borska-
fijardarbotni meeldar upp arid 2004. Saman
mynda pessar minjar, asamt Hofst6dum, ahuga-
verdan fornleifa- og sdguhring i sveitinni. Faar
fornleifarannséknir hafa verid gerdar & sunnan-
verdum Vestfjordum og er petta pvi kaerkomid
teekifeeri til ad beeta vid pekkingu & menningar-
sogu pessa landsveedis. Mikill ahugi er a frekari

rannséknum a svaedinu sem og ad gera pessum
minjum heerra undir héfdi og synilegri almenn-
ingi. Ahugi heimamanna & uppgreftinum var
mikill og komu fjélmargir i heimsékn & medan
honum st6d auk pess sem nemendur Reykhdla-
skéla komu i vettvangsferd.

Hofstadir hafa vakid athygli freedimanna um
langt skeid og fra pvi & 19. 6ld hafa margir peirra
heimsétt stadinn, beedi islenskir og erlendir.
Astaedurnar voru af tvennum toga, forvitnilegar
minjar i tininu og borskfirdingasaga sem greinir
fra hofi & Hofstodum. Fyrst pegar freedimenn

Hofstadir in borskafjorour
Investigating a Chapel
and a “Temple”

In cooperation with the Tourist Board of the
Districts of Dalasysla and Reykhélahreppur and
the County of Reykhélahreppur an archaeologi-
cal investigation was carried out at the farm
Hofstadir in Austur-Bardastrandasysla in the
Westfjords in 2006. The aim was to gather infor-
mation about features in the homefield called
Hoft6ft (Temple ruin) and Beaenhishdll (Chapel
mound). Our team set out to determine the
types of structures, their condition and the pos-
sibilities of further research at these sites.
Hofstadir has long been of interest to many
scholars, both Icelandic and foreign and since
the 19th century many have visited the farm.
The reason fot this is twofold: (i) interesting ar-
chaeology in the homefield and (ii) the saga
“porskfirdingasaga” which tells the story of a
heathen temple at Hofstadir. A small hill in the
homefield was called Hofhéll (Temple mound)
and people believed that the temple, mentioned
in the saga, had been situated there. Also, an

Leifar af kirkju og grafir afhjipadar & Hofstédum.

Excavating church and graves at Hofstadir.

unclear ruin nearby was called gildaskali (feast
hall). However, over time ideas changed and the
circular mound was later called Beenhushdll
while the longhouse-like ruin became Hoftdéft. It
was determined by excavation in 2006 that
Hoftéft, which measures 24x7 m, is actually a
natural feature, a small mound accumulated
around a shallow waterway in the homefield.
Baenhushdll (20x20 m), on the other hand,
turned out to be the well-preserved remains of a
chapel and graveyard. This preliminary conclu-
sion is very interesting, especially as it gives us a
glimpse of how people’s ideas on archaeology
and what a temple should look like have
changed throughout the centuries. In particular
it is noteworthy that at first the circular feature
was regarded as characteristic of a temple and




komu & stadinn var hringlaga pustahéll nedan
baejar kalladur Hofhéll og talid ad par hefdi hofid
stadid en langhusleg pust par skammt fra var

kollud gildaskali. Sidar breyttist petta og farid var
ad kalla hringlaga pustina Baenhlshél en lang-
hdslegu pustina Hoftéft. Vid fornleifarann-
soknirnar sumarid 2006 kom f lj6és ad Hoftdftin,
24 x 7 m ad staerd, er ekki manngerd heldur
nattdrumyndun { tdninu. | kringum grunna
vatnsras hafa pafur byggst upp og myndad pad
sem synist & yfirbordi vera skalalaga rdst. Hinn
svokalladi Baenhtsholl er um 20 x 20 m stér og
kargapyfour ad ofan. Um pad bil 30 cm undir
yfirbordi komu i lj6s leifar vel vardveittrar kirkju
auk grafa. Yfirbordid utan vid kirkjuna var mjog
hreyft sem bendir til ad hugsanlega hafi verid
pétt grafid & peim stad sem rannsakadur var fast
vestan vid kirkjuna. Tveer grafir voru opnadar ad
hluta til ad stadfesta ad um greftrunarstad veeri
a0 reda og voru mannabein i badum og leifar
trékistu i annarri. Ekki er haegt ad fullyrda um
staerd kirkjunnar & pessu stigi en ljost er ad hin
hefur verid meira en 5 m breid. | veggjum
hennar er steerdargrjét og vid rannséknina matti

greina fleiri en eitt byggingarstig. pratt fyrir
vaxandi ahuga & kirkjurannséknum hin sidari ar
hefur enn ekki verid grafid i neinar kirkjuminjar a

z

Vestfjoroum. Rannséknin & Hofstodum |
borskafirdi markar pvi upphaf ad slikum rann-
s6knum i pessum landshluta. Frekari uppgroftur
myndi auka vid pekkingu & byggingarstil og

kirkjugerdum almennt.

Uppgraftarstjori: Gudrin Alda Gisladéttir.
Starfsmenn vid uppgroft: Hildur Gestsdottir, Howell
Roberts, Oddgeir Hansson og Oskar Leifur
Arnarsson, fornleifreedinemi.

Hofstadir i Reykhdlasveit. Hoftoft fyrir midri mynd en Beenhtishdll er lengst
til vinstri.

Hofstadir in Reykhdlasveit. Temple ruin in the center, Chapel mound to

the left.

named accordingly whilst the name was later
transferred to the oblong structure. Church re-
search is a growing part of Icelandic archaeo-
logy. However, no investigation has thus far
been carried out on a church or a chapel in the
Westfjords. Further investigation in Hofstadir
would add greatly to the current perception of
such structures as well as Christianity in Iceland
in the Middle Ages.

Field director: Gudrdn Alda Gisladattir.

Field team: Hildur Gestsdottir, Howell Roberts,
Oddgeir Hansson and Oskar Leifur Amarsson, ar-
chaeology student.



Litlu-Ndpar

Forkénnun a rastum fra vikingadld

Sidla sumars 2006 for fram kénnunaruppgroftur
a eydirGstum sem nefnast Litlu-Nupar, vid Laxa i
Adaldal. Ppar héfou adur fundist a.m.k. tvd kuml
fra heidni, sidast sumarid 2004. Rannséknin var
gerd i samstarfi vid Hid pingeyska fornleifafélag.

Grafnir voru skurdir i tveer aflangar rustir a
nordurhluta minjasveedisins. Hvorug peirra hefur
verid mannabustadur en talid er liklegt ad um
gripa- eda utihds sé ad reeda. Badar byggingarnar
hofdu verid reistar eftir arid 950 en voru 16ngu
fallnar ar notkun pegar gjoska féll ario 1477.
Pridji skurdurinn var sidan grafinn i toft sem er
sambyggd innanverdum tangardi. SG hefur
sennilega verid reist a 12. 6ld en hefur, likt og
hinar, verid 16ngu komin Gr notkun & peirri
fimmtandu. Ekki var unnt ad sla neinu féstu um
notkun hdssins og Litlu-Nupar bida frekari
rannsékna.

Uppgraftarstjori: Howell Roberts.
Starfsmenn vid uppgréft: James Stuart Taylor,
Freya Sadarangani og Ramona Harrison.
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Rdstirnar @ Litlu-Ndpum dr lofti. Ljésmynd: Arni Einarsson.

Litlu-Ndpar from the air. Photo: Arni Einarsson.

Litlu-Napar
Assessing a Viking Age settlement

In the late summer of 2006, an evaluation
exercise was conducted on an abandoned farm
site called Litlu-NGpar in Adaldal, near to the
Laxa river. Two pagan burials have previously
been found at the site, the latest in 2004. The
research was carried out in collaboration with
the Archaeological Society of Thingeyjarsysla.
Trenches were excavated in two elongated ruins
within the northern part of the ruin area. Neither
appears to have been a dwelling, and it is more
likely that these buildings were outhouses or for
stalling animals. Both buildings were built after
the deposition of a tephra layer thought to date
from circa 950 AD, and both had fallen out of
use long before the deposition of another tephra
layer likely to date to 1477. A third trench was
excavated over a structure built up against the
inner face of the homefield boundary. The latter
building was raised probably sometime in the 1
2th century, and like the others had been long
out of use by the end of the 15th century.

It is not yet possible to comment upon the func-

Stodarholur upp vid vegg d Litlu-Ndpum.

Postholes and a wall in Litlu-Ndpar.

tion of this structure. The settlement at Litlu-
Nupar awaits considerable further investigation.

Field director: Howell Roberts.

Field team: James Stuart Taylor, Freya Sadarangani
and Ramona Harrison.



Glera
Kirkjugardi raskad vid framkveemdir

Ad 6sk Akureyrarbeejar var gerd rannsékn a
fornum grafreit a svokolludum Kirkjuhdli vid
Glerd haustid 2006. Vegna malarndms hafdi
grafreitnum stérlega verid raskad og hreyft vid
allmérgum groéfum, beinum og jardvegi ytt fram
af namubrdninni. Engar heimildir eru um ad
kirkja eda kirkjugardur hafi verid ad Glera ad
fornu. Rannséknin haustid 2006 takmarkadist
vid ad hreinsa fram snidbrin og safna manna-
beinaleifum & raskada sveedinu. Liklegt er ad
likamsleifarnar séu Gr kristni fremur en heidni, en
traudla verdur sagt um legu beina eda annan

greftrunarumbdnad. Beinin eru heilleg, en vegna
eydileggingarinnar & minjastadnum hafa pau
glatad mestu af rannséknargildi sinu. Fyrirhugad
er ad ljika rannsékn a leifum gardsins haustid

2007.

Uppgraftarstjorar:  Gudrin Alda  Gisladéttir og
Rdnar Leifsson.

Starfsmenn vid uppgréft: Armann Gudmundsson,
Oskar Gisli Sveinbjarnarson og Vala Bjérg Gardars-
dettir.

Fornleifafreedingar standa @ leifunum af Kirkjuhdl og virda fyrir sér malarnémur.

Archaeologists standing on the remains of Church mound, overlooking the gravel mine.

Glera
Heavily disturbed graveyard

At the request of Akureyri council limited re-
search was done in Kirkjuhéll (Church Mound)
next to Glera farm, Akureyri in the autumn of
2006. Due to gravel extraction a graveyard had
been seriously disturbed and much skeletal ma-
terial and spoil had been moved. No known
written sources mention a graveyard in Glera.
The research in 2006 was limited to cleaning a
section and collecting the scattered bone re-
mains. It is plausible that the graves are chris-

tian rather than heathen although nothing can
be said about their layout or context. The bones
are in excellent condition but have sadly lost
their research value because of the mining.

Field directors: Gudrdn Alda Gisladéttir and Rinar
Leifsson.

Field team: Armann Gudmundsson, Oskar Gisli
Sveinbjarnarson and Vala Bjorg Gardarsdottir.



Leirvogstunga i Mosfellsbae
Forkénnun vegna fyrirhugadrar ibiaabyggdar

Fyrirhugad er ad leggja stéran hluta jardarinnar
Leirvogstungu, sem er innan bajarmarka Mos-
fellsbeejar, undir ibuabyggd. Vegna peirra fram-
kveemda fér fram konnun i lok agust & fiérum
sveedum innan tdns Leirvogstungu, & beejar-
hélnum sjalfum og sveedum par sem fornleifa-
skréning benti til ad hefdu stadid Gtihds og til
st6d ad byggja a. Alls voru vélgrafnir ellefu
skurdir vidsvegar um tanid, en par af voru fjorir
a eda vid sjalfan baejarhdlinn. Byggingaleifar
saust i premur skurdanna p.e. & beaejarhélnum
sjalfum og a tveimur st6dum i taninu austur af
baenum. [ kjolfarid var radist i fullnadaruppgroft
a tveimur sidasttoldu stédunum. Ein bygging var
grafin upp & hvorum stad, og voru peer med
svipudu byggingarlagi, nidurgrafnar og grjét-
hladnar og virdist sem peer hafi einfaldlega verid
fylltar jardvegi og grjéti pegar tan var sléttad.
Tanakort fra 1917 synir atihds med hlodu &
badum pessum stodum. Abidendur vissu ad &
nyrdra svaedinu st6d hesthis sem rutt var Gt arid
1955. 1 pvi fannst einmitt tdluvert af gripum sem

virtust ad miklu leyti vera frd& 20. old auk
beinagrindar klarsins Brans, sem var felldur adur
en hisid var rifid og grafinn inni i pvi. [ botni
hinnar rastarinnar fannst tieyringur merktur
Kristjani 1X. sem var konungur Danmerkur &
arunum 1863-1906. Fornleifarannséknum i Leir-
vogstungu er ekki lokid og sennilegt ad
rannsoknir haldi afram & baejarh6inum.

Verkefnisstjori: Hildur Gestsdottir.

Uppgraftarstjoéri: Oddgeir Hansson.

Starfsmenn vid uppgréft: Lilja Bjork Pdlsdéttir,
Oskar Gisli Sveinbjarnarson, Stefdn Olafsson, Vala
Bjérg Gardarsdattir og Davide Marco Zori.

Development led assessment

Due to development plans on the farm of
Leirvogstunga in Mosfellsbeer, eleven trial
trenches were dug at four sites within the home-
field, on the site of the farm mound and in areas
where a field survey had located possible out-
house structures. Structural elements were
found in three of the locations, on the farm
mound and in two areas in the homefield east
of the farm buildings. As a result of this, full-
scale excavations were carried out on the two
sites in the homefield. A single structure was
excavated at each site, these were of very similar
construction, sunken stone-built structures, and
it appears that they had been filled with rubble
when the home field was levelled.

A map of the homefield from 1917 indicates
outhouse s at these sites. Landowners were
aware of a stable at the northern site which was
demolished in 1955, and inside this was a large
amount of finds, mostly datable to the 20th
century, as well as the skeleton of a horse,
Brdnn, who had been shot prior to the demoli-

Skurdgrafa fiarleegir veggi dtihss ad rannsékn lokinni.

A digger removes stonebuilt walls after excavation.

tion of the stable and buried inside it. Land-
owners knew nothing of a structure on the
southern site. However, a coin of Christian IX of
Denmark was recovered from its floor, but he
reigned between 1863 and 1906. Further work
is planned in Leirvogstunga, concentrating on
the archaeological remains in the farm mound.

Project manager: Hildur Gestsdottir.

Field director: Oddgeir Hansson.

Field team: Stefdn Olafsson, Lilja Bjork Pdlsdcttir,
Oskar Gisli Sveinbjarnarson, Vala Bjérg Gardars-
déttir and Davide Marco Zori.




Utskalar i Gardi
Forkénnun vegna framkveemda

Veturinn 2006 fér fram fornleifakonnun a og vid
baejarh6l Utskala i Gardi. Kénnunin var gerd ad
beidni Menningarseturs ad Utskalum ehf. vegna
fyrirhugadra framkveemda. Verkid fér fram i
bremur &féngum. [ fyrsta 4fanga var kannad
hvort éregluleg pust, fast nordan baejarhdls, vaeri
af mannavoldum. | 68rum &fanga var svaedid
milli Gtihdss og kirkjugards skodad og i peim
pridja var kannad hversu djapt veeri nidur a
mannvistarleifar vid nordurhlid baejarhdlsins og
hver moérk hélsins veeru. Einnig var sund milli

beejarhdls og rastahéla nordar i tini kannad.
beer fornleifar sem komu i ljés & konnunar-
svaedunum voru adeins afhjipadar en ekki grafid
i peer. Alls voru grafnir sjo kénnunarskurdir og
par ad auki stért sveedi milli Gtihass og kirkju-
gards. A 6llu kénnunarsveedinu voru merki um
mannvist. Mérg mannvistarlaganna virdast vera
af pvi tagi sem edlilegt er ad finna nalegt
mannabust6dum en einnig fundust byggingar-
leifar sem i voru gripir fra 18. -20. old. Ekki er
haegt ad skera Gr um pykkt og edli mann-

vistarlaganna nema med frekari rannsékn.

Uppgraftarstjori: Gudrian Alda Gisladattir.

Starfsmenn: Hakon Jensson, Hildur Gestsdottir,
Oddgeir
borgeirsdéttir og Solveig Gudmundsdattir Beck.

Howell Roberts, Hansson,  Sigridur

Yfirlitsmynd af rannséknarsveedinu.

A view of the excavation area.

Development led assessment

As a result of planned construction, Menningar-
setur ad Utskalum ehf. requested that an archae-
ological survey and evaluation be undertaken on
and around the farm mound at Utskalar in
Gardur, SW-Iceland during the winter of 2006.
The evaluation was completed in three stages.
First, an irregular mound north of the farm
mound was trenched to detect whether or not
it was man-made; second, the area between an
outhouse and a graveyard was evaluated; and
third, the cultural layers north of the farm
mound were investigated in order to determine

their depth and extent. Simultaneously, the area
between the farm mound and mounds in the
homefield was investigated, exposing archaeol-
ogy, although the area was not excavated.
Seven trenches were opened as well as a large
area between an outhouse and the graveyard
(areas A-H). Archaeological remains were locat-
ed in the entire surveyed area which is consist-
ent with the normal activities associated with
human habitation. Remains of one house were
found from which artefacts from the 18th-20th
centuries were retrieved. At this stage nothing
further can be said about the amount or nature
of the archaeology.

Field director: Gudrin Alda Gisladéttir.

Field team: Hdkon Jensson, Hildur Gestsdottir,
Oddgeir
borgeirsdéttir and Sélveig Gudmundsddttir Beck.

Howell Roberts, Hansson,  Sigridur



Hasteinsvegur 8, Stokkseyri
Forkénnun vegna framkveemda

i april 2006 voru grafnir tveir kdnnunarskurdir {
hél & 168inni Hasteinsvegi 8 & Stokkseyri. Kénn-
unin var gerd skv. beidni fra skipulags- og
byggingardeild Sveitarfélagsins Arborgar. Hdll
pessi er & fyrirhugudu byggingarsveedi i baenum.

Markmidid med greftrinum var ad ganga ar
skugga um hvers edlis héllinn er, nattdrulegur
eda af manna voéldum.

 skurdunum fundust umtalsverd mannvistarlog
og mannvirki. Svo deemi séu tekin ma nefna
vegg og Urgangslog af pvi tagi sem bdast ma
vid ad finna vid mannabustadi. Orfair gripir
fundust vid rannséknina: rddugler, leirkersbrot
og tunnulok dr jarni. Enginn gripanna er talinn
eldri en fra pvi um 1900 og koma peir allir Gr
yfirbordsjardlagi. Nokkur dyrabein fundust vid
kénnunina, hasdyrabein, fiskbein og eitt hval-
bein. Mannvistarleifarnar hafa ageetlega afmark-
adan timaramma. beer eru allar yngri en gjésku-
lag sem talid er vera Gr Koétlu og er fra pvi um
1500. Yngstu mannvistarleifarnar sem fundust
voru steinsteypt gdlfplata, ad likindum ekki eldri

en fra pvi um aldamétin 1900.

Sennilegt er ad héllinn & 16dinni & Hasteinsvegi
8 sé gamli baejarhdll Vestra-iragerdis, en pad var
hjaleiga fra Stokkseyri.

Starfsmenn vid uppgréft: Gudrin Alda Gisladéttir
og Howell Roberts.

Hasteinsvegur 8, Stokkseyri
Development led assessment

In April 2006 two evaluation trenches were dug
into a mound at a proposed construction area in
Hasteinsvegur 8, Stokkseyri, a small village in the
south of Iceland. The research was conducted at
the request of the council in Arborg. The aim
was to determine whether the mound was a
natural feature or man-made.

It soon became clear that the mound is made
of accumulated cultural layers. For example re-
mains of a wall were found and some midden
layers, as can be expected close to dwellings. A
few finds were retrieved: window glass, ceramic
fragments and the cover of an iron vessel. None
of these date back farther than approximately
AD 1900, all deriving from a surface layer. A few
animal bones were found: domestic animals, fish
and one whale bone. All of the remains postdate
a tephra layer from the volcano Katla from
around AD 1500. The youngest remains found
are a concrete floor, probably from around AD
1900. It is likely that this is the farm mound of
Vestra-iragerdi, a cottage from Stokkseyri, men-
tioned in a farm survey in AD 1708.

Kénnunarsveedio vié Hdsteinsveg. Moldarhrdgur eru vié skurdina.

The excavation area in Hdsteinsvegur. Soil is sitting next to the trenches.

Field team: Gudrin Alda Gisladéttir and Howell
Roberts.



Hognastadir a Fladum
Forkénnun vegna framkveemda

Dagana 16.-20. mai voru grafnir tiu kénnunar-
skurdir i landi Hognastada & FIGdum. Kénnunin
var gerd samkveemt beidni fra sveitarstjorn
Hrunamannahrepps. Svaedid sem rannsakad var
er & fyrirhugudu byggingarsveedi a FlGdum.
Mannvistarleifar fundust i 6 skurdum, mest naest
baejarhisum & Hognastodum, par sem fundust
ad minnsta kosti tvd mannvirki timasett Gt fra
gjosku fra pvi snemma a 16. 6ld og fram a 20.

old. Yngst peirra er grjét- og torfbyggdur kofi,

Kénnunarsveedid @ Fludum.

The assessment area in Flidir.

sem sést greinilega & yfirbordi. Samkveemt
heimamonnum var petta hratakofi sem var
sidast nyttur sem haensnahds um midja 20. 6ld.
Undir kofanum voru pykk mannvistarldg og
merki um tvoé 6nnur mannvirki, annad komid Gr
notkun vel fyrir 1947, hitt hladid fyrir 1510.

Starfsmenn vid uppgroft: Hildur Gestsdéttir og
Oddgeir Hansson.

Hognastadir in FlGoir
Development led assessment

From May 16-20, 2006, ten trial trenches
were dug at the farm of Hégnastadir in FIGdir.
The work was carried out at the request of the
local government in Hrunamannahreppur due
to proposed development in the area. Cultural
layers were found in six of the trenches, mostly
near the farm site of Hognastadir where the re-
mains of at least two, possibly three structures
were located, dated through tephrachronology
from the early 16th to 20th centuries. The
youngest of these is a turf and stone built hut,

still partially standing, which locals claim was a
ram-shed and last used to house chickens in the
mid-20th century. Sealed by this structure are
thick cultural lay ers and evidence of two other
structures, one abandoned well before 1947
and the other constructed before 1510.

Field team: Hildur Gestsdéttir and Oddgeir
Hansson.



Arndrsstadamuli
Forkénnun vegna vegagerdar

Ppann 13. jani voru grafnir kénnunarskurdir |
rastir & vesturbakka Gilsar, naleegt Arnérsstada-
mdla i Nordur-Mdlasyslu. Verkid var unnid ad
beidni Vegagerdarinnar, en fyrirhugud er til-
feersla & vegsteedi pjodvegar nimer 1 par sem
hann liggur um Arnérsstadamula og sker nyja
vegsteedid rustirnar. Var um ad reda rétt og
tveer byggingar sem sambyggdar eru henni ad
vestanverdu. Toftirnar voru meeldar upp med
alstdd og pvi naest voru tveir skurdir vélgrafnir.
Markmidid var ad afla upplysinga um aldur
pessara mannvirkja og kanna hvort eldri bygg-
ingar eda byggingarstig leyndust undir peim. |
skurdunum sast ad veggir réttarinnar og sydri
vidbyggingarinnar eru hladnir Gr torfi og grjéti
en nyrdri vidbyggingin er eingdngu r torfi. Inni-
heldur torfid mikid af ljésum vikri sem samkveemt
gjéskulagagreiningu er attadur Gr gosi  Oraefa-
jokli arid 1875 og pvi er ljost ad byggingarnar
voru reistar eftir pann tima. Engin ummerki saust
um eldri byggingarstig eda mannvirki i skuro-
unum, og fundust engir gripir. [ nagrenni vid

rastir réttarinnar fundust rastir tveggja annarra
mannvirkja, p.e fjarhidss og réttar sem virdist
vera med svipudu byggingarlagi og réttin sem
skurdirnir voru grafnir i.

Starfsmenn vid uppgroft: Hildur Gestsdéttir og
Oddgeir Hansson.

Arnoérsstadamuili
Development led assessment

On June 13, 2006, trial trenches were dug into a
structure on the west bank of the Gilsa river at
the request of the Icelandic Road Administration
due to planned changes to Route 1, which
traverses the site. The structure was a large rec-
tangular enclosure, probably a sheep fold, with
two smaller structures built onto its western
edge. The site was surveyed, after which two
trenches were dug to obtain dating evidence
and investigate whether earlier structures were
pr esent. This revealed that the enclosure and
the southern structure were both stone- and
turf-built and that the smaller northern structure
was built only from turf. The turf contained
large amounts of light pumice originating from
the 1875 eruption in Oreefajokull, thus demon-
strating that the turf structure clearly post-dates
that event. No earlier structures were identified
and no finds recovered. Near the sheep fold
two further structures of similar construction to
the one investigated here, a sheep house and a
second sheep fold, were identified.

Horft yfir réttina vid Ardrsstadamdila, Gilsd rennur fjcer.

Overlooking the sheep fold at Arndrsstadarmdili by Gilsa river.

Field team: Hildur Gestsdottir and Oddgeir

Hansson.




Raeyri i Skatudal
Uppgréftur vegna vegagerdar

i lok juni for fram fornleifauppgrofur i Skiatudal
Siglufirdi vegna vegaframkvaemda vid Hédins-
fijardargong. Fornleifaskraning & sveedinu hafoi
leitt i ljos tveer toftir sem lagu i vegsteedinu.
Byrjad var ad meela upp téftirnar auk fjogurra
annarra téfta & sama sveedi sem lagu utan vid
veglinuna. ba voru grafnir konnunarskurdir
téftirnar tveer, sem leiddu i ljés ad minni téftin,
torfhladid hringlaga gerdi, hafdi aldrei stadid
undir paki og var likast til heysteedi. Ekki var
grafid frekar & pvi sveedi. Skurdir i steerri téftina
syndu ad hluti hennar hefur stadid undir paki og
i henni var steinlogn. Var afradid ad grafa hana
upp til fulls.

[ 1j6s kom ad toftin var tviskipt. Vestari hlutinn
var torf- og grj6thladid gerdi med dyraopi a
vestanverdum sudurvegg. Vid sudausturhorn
gerdisins var svo minni téft, einnig torf- og
grjéthladin, og golfid ad hluta hellulagt. Ekki
saust mjog areidanleg merki um ad pak hefdi
verid & mannvirkinu, en pé var toluvert af
torfhruni inni i téftinni, sem gaetu verid leifar af

paki. betta mannvirki hefur liklega verid stekkur,
p.e. rétt sem notud var til ad stia sundur am og
[6mbum a vorin. Stekkir voru yfirleitt med gerdi
eda rétt sem var négu stér fyrir ernar & baenum,
og inn af pvi var oft adskilid holf, lambakré, sem
haegt var ad loka fra réttinni. Eftir ad stekkurinn
fér ar notkun hefur hann stadid um hrid adur en
nordur- og austurveggir eystri téftarinnar voru
endurhladnir ad hluta og téftin endurnytt,
hugsanlega sem heystaedi. Ekki reyndist haegt ad
aldursgreina toftina, par sem ekki var unnt ad
greina Ur hvada gosi gj6skusyni sem tekid var Gr
torfi var. Eini gripurinn sem fannst var skeid,
liklega fra 19.-20. 6ld, og var han ar 16gum sem
tengjast endurnytingu a téftinni. Téftin er i landi
Réeyrar, sem fér i eydi eftir ad skrida féll & baeinn
ario 1830 og er pvi ekki dliklegt ad stekkurinn
hafi verid i notkun pegar enn var buid &
baenum.

Uppgraftarstjori: Hildur Gestsdottir.

Starfsmenn: Oddgeir Hansson, Runar Leifsson og
Louise Felding.

Rinar Leifsson og Louise Felding vid uppmcelingar a téftinni

Rdnar Leifsson and Louise Felding measuring the ruin.

Raeyri in Skatudalur
Development led excavation

Due to road work associated with the construc-
tion of the Hédinsfjordur tunnel, an excavation
was carried out at the end of June in Raeyri in
Skatudalur, Siglufjordur. An archaeological sur-
vey had indicated two structures which lay in
the road site. Initially the structures were sur-
veyed along with four other structures which lay
outside the road site. In addition, trial trenches
were excavated in the two structures which re-
vealed that the smaller of the structures, a circu-
lar boundary, had not been roofed. Since this
indicates that it is most likely a hay store, it was
decided that further work for this structure was
not necessary. Trenches in the larger structure
revealed a turf-built structure with paved floor-
ing, thus a full scale excavation was carried out.

The open area excavation revealed a double
structure situated on the banks of Skdtua. The
western part was a turf- and stone-built enclo-
sure with an entrance in the western end of the
south wall. At the southeastern corner of this
enclosure was a smaller structure, also turf- and
stone-built with a partially paved floor. There



Stekkjartoftin eftir uppgroft.

The structure after excavation.

were no structural elements indicating that this
had been roofed, although large amounts of turf
which could be interpreted as roofing material
were found inside. This structure was probably a
weaning fold. Weaning folds were often con-
structed with an enclosure large enough for the
ewes on each farm, with a smaller compartment
which could be sealed off from the rest of the
enclosure for the lambs. Their use was to sepa-
rate the lambs and the ewes so that the latter
could be milked during the weaning period.
Some time after the weaning fold went out of
use, the smaller compartment was partially re-
built and reused, possibly as a hay store.
Conclusive dating evidence was not obtained,
the only tephra found on site was within turf,
and analysis of this proved inconclusive. The
only find from the site was a 19th-20th century
spoon, in contexts associated with the later re-
use of the structure. The fold is on the farming-
land of Raeyri, which was abandoned after a
landslide fell on the farm in 1830, and it is likely
that the fold was in use while the farm was still
occupied.

Field director: Hildur Gestsdottir.
Field team: Oddgeir Hansson, Rinar Leifsson and
Louise Felding.




Onnur verkefni

Forn gardlog i S-bPingeyjarsyslu

Hrunin varda undir gardlagi sem var hladio fyrir 1158

2006 var pridja og sidasta starfsar verkefnisins
Forn gardlog i Sudur-bingeyjarsyslu sem styrkt
hefur verid af Rannis. Grafnir voru 11 skurdir {
gardlog a Pbegjandadal, Fljotsheidi og i landi
Narfastada i Reykjadal. Reynt var ad varpa lj6si &
préun gardlagakerfisins og fylla upp i eydur
vitneskju sem safnast hefur & fyrri arum. 1 m
breidir skurdir voru grafnir, snid teiknud upp og
ljosmyndud og gjéskulég greind til ad aldurs-
greina gardana og kanna hveneer heett var ad
halda peim vid.

4 )
Aldur Fjoldi gardlaga
870-1158 5
870-1300 4
870-1477 1
1300-1477 1
- J

Stadfest var ad morg gardlaganna, eda 45%,

Other Projects

voru hladin fyrir 1158 en 36% voru eldri en
1300. betta eru svipud hlutfoll og fengust ar
uppgroftum 2005. Sennilegt er pvi ad morg
onnur gardlog a sveedinu séu & svipudum aldri.
Gardur sem liggur eftir endilangri Fljétsheidi
pétti sérlega ahugaverdur, en hann reyndist eldri
en gjoéska fra 1158. Hann hafdi verid reistur ofan
& manngerdri grj6thrigu, sennilega vordurdst.
Vardan geeti tilheyrt eldra landamerkjakerfi eda
jafnvel verid samgongubét & leid yfir heidina.
betta er elsta varda hér a landi sem hefur verid
aldursgreind med adferdum fornleifafraedinnar.
Med kortlagningu af 16dréttum loftmyndum
og adstod skaloftmynda hefur tekist ad draga
upp nokkud skyra mynd af gardlégum i Sudur-
bingeyjarsyslu. Ljost er ad sveedinu 6llu ma skipta
upp i minni sveedi eftir einkennum gardlaga-
kerfisins & hverjum stad fyrir sig. bau sveedi sem
hafa verid best kénnud og itarlegast kortl6gd
eru begjandadalur, Fljotsheidi og sveedid kring-
um Narfastadi i Reykjadal. bvi er mikid verk enn

A System of Earthworks in NE Iceland
Stone cairn found underneath boundary dated to before 1158

In 2006 the Rannis-funded project A System
of earthworks in NE Iceland excavated 11
trenches across boundaries in Pegjandadalur,
Flj6tsheidi and Narfastadir. Their locations were
chosen to test theories connected with the de-
velopment of the boundary systems and to fill
gaps in knowledge connected with the distribu-
tion of excavation data gathered in previous
years, particularly from 2005. Trenches measur-
ing one meter wide were excavated, sections
photographed and recorded, and tephra identi-
fied to determine dates of construction and non-
maintenance.

4 )
Date range Number
870-1158 5
870-1300 4
870-1477 1
1300-1477 1
- J

Table 1. Boundary dates based on tephro-
chronology between dates of construction and
non-maintenance.

The main results from the fieldwork confirmed
that many of the boundaries (45%) were dated
before AD 1158, and that 36% before AD 1300.
Similar results were also found in 2005.
Therefore it is likely that many of the other
boundaries in the area can be similarly dated. Of
special interest was a boundary on Flj6tsheidi
which was dated to before AD 1158. It had been
built and rebuilt over a stone cairn. The cairn
may have been part of an earlier system of land-
marking, or perhaps a waymarker across the
heath, but the cairn was incorporated into the
boundary and is the earliest known cairn (as
dated by archaeological excavation).

Through a combination of oblique and vertical
aerial photography it has been possible to build
up a regional picture of boundaries in Sudur-
bingeyjarsysla in which there appear to be sev-



6unnid & 6drum sveedum pratt fyrir ad Rannis
verkefnid hafi runnid sitt skeid. Svipud gardlog
eru annarsstadar hér a landi eins og fram kom &
radstefnu um gardlég sem haldin var i bj6d-
minjasafninu og bar yfirskriftina Kinamdarar
islands. | framhaldi af radstefnunni fér fram
kortlagning & gardlogum i Svarfadardal til saman-
burdar og er ljést ad par er likt gardlagakerfi. A
naestu arum verdur frédlegt ad skoda gardlog
fleiri landshlutum, enda kominn styrkur grund-
vollur fyrir samanburdarrannsékn.

Verkefnishopur: Ari Einarsson, Birna Ldrusddttir,
Christian Keller, Elin Osk Hreidarsdéttir, Orri
Vésteinsson og Oscar Aldred.

Starfsmenn vid uppgréft: Elin Osk Hreidarsddttir,
Oscar Aldred, Oskar Gisli Sveinbjarnarson, Sélveig
Gudmundsdéttir Beck og Stefdn Olafsson.

eral distinct areas. Many of these areas have not
been researched to the same level of detail as
Pegjandadalur, Fljétsheidi and Narfastadir dur-
ing the project, and therefore there is still much
work to do in the area beyond the Rannis fund-
ed project. Further afield, other areas of Iceland
also have similar boundaries, as discussed in a
symposium held in the National Museum.
Following this meeting, a comparative mapping
study in Svafardardalur, Eyjafjordur, took place.
It was apparent that similar boundary systems
exist in other parts of Iceland which have great
research potential for projects similar to the A
System of earthworks in NE Iceland project.

Project group: Arni Einarsson, Birna Ldrusddttir,
Christian Keller, Elin Osk Hreidarsdéttir, Orri
Vésteinsson and Oscar Aldred.

Field team: Elin Osk Hreidarsdéttir, Oscar Aldred,
Oskar  Gisli  Sveinbjarnarson, ~ Solveig — Gud-
mundsddttir Beck and Stefdn Olafsson.

Hrunin varda undir gardlagi frd pvi fyrir 1158.

Cairn under boundary predating 1158.



Heilsufarssaga islendinga fra landnami til 18. aldar

Meginmarkmid pessa verkefnis er ad gera
heildsteeda meinafraedilega Gttekt & uppgréfnum,
islenskum mannabeinum fra landnamsold til 18.
aldar i pvi skyni ad leggja grunn ad heilsufarssogu
pjédarinnar og frekari rannséknum & pvi svidi.
Kyn, lifaldur og likamshaed allra einstaklinga eru
greind auk pess sem allar meinafraedilegar breyt-
ingar, sem sjast a beinum, eru skradar og paer
notadar til pess ad greina einstaka sjikdéma par
sem mogulegt er. pétt ol sjikdémseinkenni
verdi skrdd er adalaherslan 16gd & horgul-
sjikdéma, smitsjikdéma, averka & beinum sem
stafa af meidslum og alagi og tannskemmdir,
igerdir og tannslidursryrnun, enda eru petta pau
sjikdémseinkenni sem gefa bestar upplysingar
um almennt heilsufar. Tolfreedileg Gttekt verdur
svo gerd a nidurstédunum til ad auka skilning a
heilsufari Islendinga og préun pess.

Arid 2006 voru 56 beinagrindur rannsakadar,
allar Gr kumlum vidsvegar af landinu. Urvinnsla
ar pessum gognum er ekki hafin, en alls hafa na
76 beinagrindur Gr kumlum verid skodadar.

Vardveisla a kumlabeinum & islandi er mjog
misjofn, og i mérgum tilfellum frekar sleem, sem
takmarkar peer upplysingar sem beinin geta
veitt. Eitt af helstu vandamalum vid greiningu a
kumlabeinum er ad tdluvert er um hoggsar a
beinum sem erfitt er ad skera Gr um hvort séu
averkar eda seinni tima skemmdir. Astzedan fyrir
pessu er s ad beinin eru mjog illa vardveitt og {
morgum tilfellum hefur verid hréflad vid peim
adur en pau voru flutt & Pjé6dminjasafnid. Oft
hafa grafarreeningjar att vio kuml fyrr & 6ldum til
ad reena pau verdmeetum og pa raskad beinum,
sem finnast gjarnan sidar Gt af uppbleestri eda
framkveemdum. bvi getur verid erfitt ad meta
hvad hefur komid fyrir beinin 4dur en pau koma
inn a bord til mannabeinafraedings.

Ein beinagrind hefur nokkurra sérstodu hvad
petta vardar, en pad er beinagrind konu, sem
hefur verid 25-35 ara pegar hin lést. HGn fannst
asamt beinagrind 35-45 ara gamals karlmanns i
kumli vid Surtsstadi i Jokulsarhlid. Kumlid fannst
ario 1945 vegna uppblasturs og pa fundu

The palaeopathology of Iceland

The aim of this project is to carry out a complete
palaeopathological study of skeletons dating
from the settlement period until the 18th cen-
tury which have been excavated in Iceland, to
increase understanding of the health of
Icelanders in the past and lay the basis for fur-
ther research in this field. For this purpose the
age and sex of each individual will be diagnosed
and his or her stature calculated as well as re-
cording all palaeopathological changes peculiar
to each skeleton and these used to diagnose,
where possible, specific diseases. Although all
diagnosable diseases will be recorded, the main
emphasis will be placed on nutritional disease,
infectious disease, trauma, changes associated
with activity related stress and dental disease
(carious lesions, abscesses and periodontal dis-
ease), as these are the factors which give the
clearest idea of general health within a popula-
tion. The results from these studies will then be
used to carry out a palaeodemographic study to
increase our understanding of the health of
Icelanders in the past and changes therein.

A total of 56 skeletons were investigated dur-
ing 2006, all from pre-Christian burials (kuml)
from various parts of Iceland. The analysis of
the results has not yet started, but a total of 76
skeletons from kuml have now been studied.
The preservation of skeletal material from kuml
is very varied, and in many instances quite poor,
which limits the information that can be ob-
tained from the bones. One of the largest prob-
lems in analysing the skeletal material from kuml
is the frequent sharp instrument trauma found
on the bone, which is difficult to identify wheth-
er they are peri- or post-mortem. The main rea-
son for the difficulty is the poor preservation of
the material and the fact that in many instances
the bones have been disturbed several times be-
fore being curated in the National Museum.
Many of the burials have been disturbed by
grave robbers looting the grave goods, and the
bones have frequently been discovered because
of erosion or road work. This means it is difficult
to determine how often the bones have been
handled prior to landing on the osteologist’s



ablendur medal annars tveer hoéfudkipur vid
uppgroft og toku i vorslu sina. Arid 1949 gréf
Jon Steffensen svo upp pad sem eftir var af
kumlinu. Nidurstada Jons var sa ad karlinn hefdi
verid grafinn fyrst en kumlid verid opnad
einhvern tima seinna til ad leggja konuna i pad.
Eftir pad hafa grafarreeningjar sidan rofid kumlid
til ad reena Ur pvi verdmeetum. bPad sem er
6venjulegt vid hofudkidpu konunnar er ad
hvelfing hennar hefur verid sogud af og er ekki
ad finna i grofinni. KGpan er mag illa vardveitt,
einungis botnhlutinn er til stadar, oll andlits-
beinin vantar og ytra beinid hefur flagnad af og
hefur hdn komid pannig Gr moldu. Ef kdpan
hefur verid sogud eftir pad hefur sa hluti hvelf-
ingarinnar sem sagadur var af ekki verid heill.
Merki um ségunina er ad sja a ennis- og hnakka-
beini, og er aferd faranna pannig ad ekki er
Gtilokad ad petta hafi verid gert rétt eftir andlat.
Pad sem gerir greiningu enn erfidari er ad kdpan
hefur verid [6kkud en ekki er ljoést hver vann pad
verk. Hvergi er skrad i skjolum pPjédminjasafnsins

ad att hafi verid vid beinin og Jon Steffensen
minnist hvergi & ad kdpan sé ségud.

Verkefnisstjori: Hildur Gestsdottir.
Samstarfsadilar: bjédminjasafn Islands, Arbeejar-
safn og Leeknasetrid i Mjodd.

Héfudkdpan, séd ad framan.

Sawed off skull, front.

desk. A unique example of this problem is the
skeleton of a woman, aged 25-35 at the time of
her death, who had been buried alongside a 35-
45 year old man in a kuml at Surtsstadir in
Jokulsarhlid. Erosion exposed the burial in 1945
and when the landowners dug into it they found
two skulls which they took. Jén Steffensen exca-
vated the site in 1949. During the excavation
Steffensen recovered the remaining skeletal re-
mains, and also took into his possession the two
skulls removed by the landowners. Jén conclud-
ed that the man had been buried first, and the
burial subsequently re-opened to bury the wom-
an. It was then at some stage disturbed by
grave robbers who looted the grave goods.
What is unusual about the female is that the cra-
nial vault of her skull has been sawed off and is
not preserved in the grave. The skull is very
poorly preserved, only the basilar part remains,
all the facial bones are missing and most of the
cortical bones have flaked off. This is the state in

which it would have been lifted from the

Ségunarfar @ ennisbeini.

Saw mark on frontal bone.

ground, so if the sawing took place after that,
then the vault would have been very far from
being complete. The saw marks can be seen on
the frontal and occipital bones, and it is not pos-
sible to exclude that they were made in soft
bone, that is, shortly after death. What makes
diagnosis even more complicated is that the
skull has been varnished. There are no records in
the National Museum of this skull being treated,
and J6n Steffensen does not mention the saw
marks.

Project Manager: Hildur Gestsdéttir.

Collaborators:  National Museum of Iceland,

Arbcejarsafn and Leeknasetrid i Mjédd.



Landnam Islands: rannsokn a
strontiumsamsatum i mannabeinum

Markmid pessa verkefnis er ad gera rannsékn &
strontilumsamsaetum i beinum og tannglerungi
beinagrinda Gr kumlum og elstu kristnu kirkju-
gérdunum & Islandi, til pess ad gera grein fyrir
uppruna landnédmsmanna og velta i framhaldi af
pvi upp spurningum um hvernig og hversu hratt
island var numio.

P6tt magn strontiums i plontu- og dyravef sé
breytilegt eftir stodu i feedukedjunni, pa breytist
hlutfall strontiumsamseeta ekki vid meltingu eda
tillifun.  Strontiumsamseetuhlutfall beina og
tanna er pess vegna hid sama og i fedi ein-
staklinga og umhverfi peirra. Glerungur tanna
endurnyjast ekki og pvi er hlutfall strontium-
samsaeta i tannglerungi pad sama og i pvi
umhverfi sem einstaklingurinn bjé til 6 ara
aldurs, pegar tannglerungur hefur myndast ad
mestu. Hins vegar heldur endurnyjun beinvefja
afram alla evi, og pvi endurspeglar hlutfall
strontiumsamsaeta i beinum pad umhverfi sem
einstaklingurinn var i sidustu ar eevinnar. Vegna
bess hve island er jardfreedilega ungt, pa er

-

hlutfall strontiumsamseeta i bergi mjog lagt
samanborid vid fornt berg i Nordur-Evrépu. bvi
ettu allir innflytjendur fra Nordur-Evrépu ad
vera med mun heaerra hlutfall strontitumsamsaeeta
en peir sem hafa vaxid Ur grasi hér a landi. bar af
leidandi eetti ad vera haegt ad bera kennsl a
innflytiendur med pvi ad rannsaka strontium-
samsaetur Ur tonnum islenskra beinagrinda sem
fundist hafa vid fornleifarannséknir. Megin-
markmid rannséknanna var ad préfa strontium-
samseetuadferdina a islenskum mannabeinum til
ad athuga hvort forsendur veeru fyrir steerri
rannsokn & landnami islands. Kannad var hvort
haegt veeri ad bera kennsl a innflytjendur. Alls
voru tekin syni Gr 83 beinagrindum dr kumlum
og af peim voru 32 (39%) med strontium-
samsaetuhlutfall jafnhatt eda heerra en i sj6, sem
pydir ad einstaklingarnir geta ekki hafa faedst a
islandi. Breytileiki medal innflytienda er négu
mikill til ad gefa til kynna ad peir eru fra nokkrum
mismunandi stédum. Strontium eitt og sér er
ekki heegt ad nota til ad dkvarda upprunastad,

The Settlement of Iceland:
the analysis of strontium isotopes in human remains.

This project involves the study of the settlement
of Iceland through the analysis of strontium iso-
tope within human tooth enamel from archaeo-
logical skeletons. The premise of this analytical
technique is that the strontium isotopes of a
particular geographical area are carried through
the soil and via the food chain into the human
skeleton where it replaces calcium in the skeletal
and dental tissues. As the enamel of teeth does
not regenerate, the strontium isotope composi-
tion of individual’s enamel will reflect the stron-
tium composition of the environment where
that individual lived until about 6 years of age.
Therefore, by studying the strontium isotope of
dental enamel from early Icelandic skeletons it
should be possible to distinguish between immi-
grants and native Icelanders. As Iceland has one
of the youngest geologies on earth, it has one of
the lowest strontium isotope signatures. Any mi-
grants from northern Europe to the island will
therefore exhibit highly distinctive strontium iso-

tope ratios in their tooth enamel.

The aim of this study was to test the strontium
isotope method on Icelandic material. By using
a large enough sample size, it is believed that
those not born in Iceland will be identified, and
therefore make possible a larger-scale study of
the colonization of Iceland.

The sample consisted of 83 skeletons from
kuml (pre Christian burials). Of these, 32 (39%)
individuals had strontium isotope signatures
higher than or equal to that of seawater, indi-
cating that they could not have been born in
Iceland. There is enough variation in the stron-
tium levels to indicate that the settlers did not
all originate in the same place. It is not possible
to use strontium ratios alone to isolate the plac-
es of origin, although they can be used to ex-
clude areas. Although the countries of origin
cannot be further discussed at this stage, it is
possible to start looking at some of the settle-
ment patterns. The sampling strategy involved,



en pé6 er haegt ad nyta pad til ad Gtiloka stadi. A
pessu stigi er ekki heegt ad tilgreina upprunastadi
en pé ma athuga dreifingu landndmsmanna &
islandi. Pad sem var athyglisverdast vid paer
nidurstédur var hatt hlutfall innflytjenda 1
Nordlendingafjéroungi (55%), en engir fundust
& hinn béginn { Vestfirdingafjérdungi. Asetlad er
a0 rannséknin haldi afram med frekari synatoku
Ur islenskum beinum og is6téparannséknum ar
beinum fra 6drum I6ndum Nordur-Atlantshafsins
til ad heegt verdi ad kortleggja upprunalond
landnamsmanna.

Verkefnisstjorar: Hildur Gestsdéttir & T.D.Price.

as far as possible, the inclusion of individuals
from all areas of Iceland, allowing comparisons
between different regions. Most noteworthy
from the initial analysis of the results was the
high percentage of immigrants in the northern
part of the country (55%) compared with the
complete lack of immigrants in the west. Work
on this project will continue, both with further
isotopic analysis of the Icelandic material, and
analysis of skeletal material from other parts of
the North Atlantic, which will hopefully make
easier the mapping of places of origin.

Project managers: Hildur Gestsdéttir & T.D.Price.

Kort sem synir nidurstédur strontiumgreininga eftir landshlutum.

Map showing the results of strontium analysis for each part of the country.




) Landshattafornleifafraedi:
Ahrif eldsumbrota a busetu i S-Pingeyjarsyslu

[ agdst 2006 for fram rannsékn & ahrifum
eldfjallalandslags a bldsetu og menningu i S-Ping-
eyjarsyslu. betta var hluti af undirblningsvinnu
fyrir fyrirlestur sem haldin var & COST radstefnu i
Le Mans i desember.

Adur en haldid var & vettvang for fram kort-
lagning, baedi & eldvirkum sveedum og sveedum
par sem ekki er eldvirkni. betta voru Adaldals-
hraun, peistareykir, Reykjahlid, Hverir og strondin
medfram Myvatni. Adferdir i rannsékninni voru
bysna 6venjulegar, en reynt var ad varpa ljési a
fortidina med pvi ad kanna vidbrégd ndtima-

manns og upplifun pegar hann gengur um

hraunid. Minjastadir voru einnig skradir eftir
hefdbundnum adferdum fornleifafreedinnar. par
& medal voru byli og ymiss konar rastir, gamlar
leidir og mikid af voroum.

Med rannsékninni tékst ad skilgreina eldfjalla-
landslag, pydingu pess fyrir forfedur okkar og
ahrif pess & busetu og upplifun félks af umhverf-
inu. Landslag sem er métad af eldfjollum er
sibreytilegt og getur haft ahrif & basetu. Til ad
mynda er vitad um beei sem hafa horfid undir
hraun en verid endurreistir aftur & nyjum stad.

Verkefnisstjori: Oscar Aldred.

Adrir pdtttakendur: Adolf Fridriksson, Arni Einars-
son, Niki Evelpidou, Andreas Vassilopoulos og
Konstantia Chartidou.

Vérdur og gardldg i Adaldalshrauni.

Cairns and boundaries in Adaldalshraun.

Landscape archaeology research:
volcanic landscapes in Sudur-bPingeyjarsysla

In August 2006 research was undertaken to
assess cultural responses to volcanic landscapes
in Sudur-bingeyjarsysla. This was in preparation
for a paper to be given at a COST conference in
Le Mans in December.

Mapping was used prior to fieldwork to col-
late together various strands of data close to and
in volcanically active and non-active areas:
Adaldalshraun, Ppeistareykir, Reykjahlid, Hverir
and around the edge of Lake Myvatn. The re-
search was aimed at assessing contemporary re-
sponses through bodily actions (i.e. movement)
whilst walking through and experiencing vol-

canic landscapes, and in particular lava fields.
Furthermore individual sites were surveyed and
recorded in a traditional manner. These includ-
ed settlements, structures, routes as well as large
numbers of cairns.

Through the research a clearer definition of
volcanic landscapes and what they might have
meant to people in the past was produced. They
were transitory spaces, often subjected to
change, either from cultural events or from nat-
ural ones. Settlement shifts usually as ebbs and
flows into these marginal spaces, which were of-
ten the first places to feel social pressures of one



Helstu rannséknarsveedi.

Main geographic areas of research.

kind or another. A lava flow destroys settlement,
and therefore were bringers of change, creating
dynamic landscapes.

Project manager: Oscar Aldred.

Also connected: Adolf Fridriksson, Arni Einarsson,
and from the University of Athens and the Eastern
Aegean GeoCultural Park: Niki Evelpidou, Andreas
Vassilopoulos and Konstantia Chartidou.

Laxdrvirkjun i Laxdrdal.

Lava, water and industry meet in Laxdrdalur



Menningarlandslag kortlagt i Somerset, Englandi

Fyrir hond Fornleifastofnunar islands vann Oscar
Aldred loftmyndakénnun fyrir sveitarstjérnina 1
Somerset i Englandi. Tilgangurinn var ad skoda
loftmyndir, beedi fra 4. aratug 20. aldar og fra
2002 og nota peer til ad
akuryrkjuminjar.

kortleggja

Alls var koénnunarsveedid um 1000 ferkilo-
metrar. Nidurstédur rannséknarinnar hafa verid
notadar til ad meta vardveislu og pad mark sem
natiminn hefur sett & minjaflokkinn, beedi vél-
veedd reektun og ibdabyggd. Auk pess ad varpa
lj6si a petta sveedi er aetlunin ad nota nidur-
stodurnar til ad baeta upplysingum vid svokallad

Historic Landscape Characterisation verkefni, en
pad er stort verkefni sem midar ad pvi ad
kortleggja menningarlandslag & 6llu Englandi.

Nidurstodur ar verkefninu hafa nyst vid ad
moéta umbhverfisstefnu i landbdnadi og vid
akvardanatoku i umhverfis- og minjavernd. ba
hefur mun betri mynd fengist af pvi hvernig
landslagid hefur breyst fra pvi um 1940 og fram
til dagsins i dag. Upplysingar ar kortlagningunni
verda notadar vid aeetlanagerd, til minjaverndar
og kynningar fyrir almenning.

Verkefnisstjori: Oscar Aldred.

] i i
—_——
Toleigeiers

Characterising the medieval landscape of Somerset, England

Oscar Aldred on behalf of Fornleifastofnun fs-
lands was commissioned by the local authority
in Somerset (Somerset County Council), England
to carry out a transcription of ridge and furrow
(arable cultivation marks) from a series of 1940s
and 2002 aerial photographs across an area of
1,000 sq km and collate the information with
other mapping and surveys.

This was done in order to assess the degrees
of preservation and the impact that modern so-
ciety has had on this the monument type in par-
ticular from mechanised cultivation and housing
development. The information gathered is in-
tended to help the Historic Landscape Character-
isation project and assess the potential of inte-

grating more detailed mapping of specific
features with generalised and broad-based char-
acterisation mapping. The implications of the
work have helped support agri-environment
schemes, setting targets and establishing priori-
ties for landscape and archaeological manage-
ment, and assessing the degrees of change to
landscape and the loss of relict field systems be-
tween the 1940s and the present day. As part of
the Historic Environment Record, this informa-
tion will be utilised for planning, conservation
and outreach purposes.

Project manager: Oscar Aldred.



ARCHAEOLOGIA ISLANDICA

Timarit Fornleifastofnunar Islands, ARCHAEO-
LOGIA ISLANDICA, héf gongu sina arid 1998 og
er atlad ad vera vettvangur til birtingar a
rannséknarskyrslum og greinum um islenska
fornleifafreedi og skyld efni. Ritstjori er dr. Gavin
Lucas og er Gtgafan & ensku og pvi innlegg

alpjédlega umraedu um fornleifafreedi. F
Fimmta hefti kom Gt arid 2006 og er par komid

vida vid. Fjallad er um upphaf kristni i Feereyjum,

kynbeetur & nautgripum i Skalholti & sidmio- .
6ldum, bein ar kirkjugardinum & Skeljastodum,

landshattafornleifafraedi 4 islandi og upplysingar .

sem fornleifauppgreftir geta veitt um born og

stodu peirra fyrr & timum. . m

Efnisyfirlit ma sja i ensku Gtgafunni hér ad

nedan.

Grein Hildar Gestsdottur fjallar um merki slitgigtar & beinum ur kirkjugardinum
d Skeljastéoum.

Gestsdottir’s article is about osteoarthritis in the skeletal population from
Skeljastadir

Christopher Callow fjallar m.a. um leikféng sem fundist hafa vid uppgrefti.

Callow discusses toys excavated in Iceland.

ARCHAEOLOGIA ISLANDICA

The year 1998 saw the first issue of ARCHAEO-
LOGIA ISLANDICA, a journal established by the
Institute of Archaeology with the aim of publish-
ing research reports, articles and reviews on
Icelandic archaeolgy and related material. The
journal is in English and edited by dr. Gavin
Lucas. The contents of the 2006 issue are shown
below:

Efnisyfirlit / Table of contents

Oscar Aldred - The Idea Of Landscape In
Icelandic Archaeology

Steffen Stumman Hansen & John Sheehan - The
Leirvik “Benhdstoftin” And The Early Christianity
Of The Faroe Islands, And Beyond.

Christopher Callow - First Steps Towards An

Archaeology Of Children In Iceland Kirkjugardurinn i Hvalvik i Feereyjum sem kemur vid ségu i grein Stummanns
Hildur Gestsdottir - Osteoarthritis In The Skeletal ~ 09 Sheehan.

Population From Skeljastadir Iceland; A Reassess- The graveyard in Hvalvik, The Faroes, mentioned in Stummann’s and
ment. Sheehan’s article.
George Hambrecht - The Bishop’s Beef. Improved

Cattle At Early Modern Skalholt, Iceland



Fornleifaskolinn 10 ara

Fornleifaskélinn var haldinn i Vatnsfirdi i [sa-
fijardardjipi dagana 3.-28. juli 2006. Fjortan
nemendur fra ymsum léndum stundudu nam
vid skélann og adstodudu vid uppgroft & rdstum
fra 10. og 11. 6ld. Einnig var grafid i leifar yngri
baejar i Vatnsfirdi, fra 19.-20. 6ld, og nemendur
téku patt i fornleifaskraningu og Grvinnslu upp-
graftargagna. Sex nemendur vinna nd ad loka-
ritgerdum um islenska fornleifafraedi, fj6rir ad
meistaraverkefnum og tveir ad doktorsritgerdum.
Par af fjalla prjar ritgerdir ad einhverju leyti um
Vatnsfjoro.

Fornleifaskélinn var stofnadur arid 1997 og
hefur verid haldinn & hverju ari sidan. Hann er
fyrst og fremst etladur nemendum sem hafa
ahuga a fornleifafraedi Nordur-Atlantshafssveedis-
ins og er sannkalladur brennidepill fyrir samstarf
og kennslu visindamanna fra islandi, N-Ameriku
og Evrépu. I skélanum pjalfast nemendur { vett-
vangsvinnu, baedi i uppgrefti og fornleifaskrén-
ingu. Einnig er reynt ad kynda undir dhuga a
rannséknum & fornleifafreedi Nordur-Atlantshafs-

sveedisins og studla ad auknum rannséknum a
islandi. Skélinn er metinn til eininga sem fullgilt
namskeid vid Haskéla islands, City University of
New York og Haskélann i Oslé.

Ad pessu sinni var Fornleifaskélinn haldinn
annad sinn { Vatnsfirdi vid isafjardardjip en fram
ad pvi hafdi hann verid haldinn i Myvatnssveit.
Nemendur og kennarar bjuggu i heimavistar-
skélanum & Reykjanesi og par var einnig komid
upp rannsoknaradstodu. Haldid var afram ad

grafa upp
vikingadld en einnig var grafid i leifar mun yngri

leifar beejar og Oskuhaugs fra
baejar i Vatnsfirdi, frda 19. og 20. &ld. pannig
fengu nemendur feeri & ad sja misgamlar og
misjafnlega vardveittar fornleifar, élikar adferdir
vid hledslu og margskonar gripi. | kennaralidi
voru sérfraedingar fra Fornleifastofnun islands,
bjédminjasafni islands og Haskdla islands auk
visindamanna fra haskélum i Osl6, Glasgow og
Stirling. Nemendum var kennt ad tulka fornleifar
a loftmyndum, skra fornleifar og kortleggja.
Einnig var fjallad um uppgraftarteekni og adferdir

Archaeological Field School Enters its Tenth Year

The Field School in North Atlantic Archaeology
was held at Vatnsfjordur, in northwest Iceland,
from July 3-28, 2006. Fourteen international stu-
dents helped to excavate 10th-11th century and
19th-20th century remains at the farm, and par-
ticipated in a wide range of landscape survey
and post-excavation projects. Three students
and three volunteers were inspired to continue
post-graduate research in Icelandic archaeology;
four have started MA dissertations (three using
material from Vatnsfjordur) and two have start-
ed PhDs.

The annual field
school was established in 1997 for students with

four-week international
an interest in North Atlantic archaeology, and it
serves as a focal point for interdisciplinary, coop-
erative research and teaching by archaeologists
and scientists from lceland, North America and
Europe. The course provides students with
hands-on instruction and experience in Icelandic
archaeology, field survey and the archaeological
sciences; but it also aims to encourage students

to develop research interests in North Atlantic
archaeology, and to promote and facilitate re-
search in Iceland. The course is accredited with
the University of Iceland, City University of New
York and the University of Oslo.

In 2006 the Field School in North Atlantic
Archaeology was held for the second time at
Vatnsfjordur, northwest Iceland, with accommo-
dation and field laboratories based at the nearby
hotel at Reykjanes. There were fourteen regis-
tered field school students from seven different
countries, as well as three student volunteers
who co-ordinated the on-site flotation pro-
gramme and assisted with the excavation. As in
2005, the field school excavation concentrated
on a series of Viking Age buildings and midden
the
Vatnsfjorour. However, in 2006, work also be-

deposits north  of farm  mound at
gan on 19th- and 20th- century deposits on the
farm mound itself. This gave students experi-
ence with different turf construction techniques,

better preservation conditions, and a wider



sem eru notadar vid ad teikna jardlog og lysa
peim. Haldnar voru malstofur par sem adferdir
vid Grvinnslu gagna voru kynntar, t.d. hvernig
gagnaséfnum er komid & stafreent form og
hvernig ymsar sérfraedigreiningar fara fram.
Sérfreedingar skélans héldu marga fyrirlestra par
sem m.a. var gefid yfirlit yfir islenska fornleifa-
freedi og rannséknir sem hafa verid gerdar hér.
Einkunnir nemenda byggdust & frammistodu a
vettvangi og einkunn fyrir hépverkefni, en oll
verkefni voru kynnt vid skélaslit. Anaegjulegt er
hversu margir nemendur vid skélann hafa valid
sér islensk vidfangsefni i lokaverkefnum sinum
vid erlenda haskoéla. Eitt verkefnanna fjallar um

Nemendur og kennarar i Vatnsfirdi 2006.

Students and staff in Vatnsfjérdur 2006.

range of artefacts and faunal material.

The teaching team consisted of archaeolo-
gists, conservators and environmental scientists
from the FSI and the National Museum of
Iceland as well as from the Universities of
Iceland, Oslo, Glasgow and Stirling. Students re-
ceived instruction in aerial photograph interpre-
tation, landscape survey, earthwork mapping,
excavation methods, photography, single con-
text recording, section drawing, soil and sedi-
ment description and sampling techniques.
Through a series of practical workshops, stu-
dents were also introduced to a wide range of

skordyraleifar fra Vatnsfirdi og annad um
greiningu a vidarkolum og pangi svo deemi séu
nefnd.

Pétt skolinn snidist ad mestu um leerdéminn
fengu nemendur einnig ad kynnast ymsum
pattum islenskrar menningar. A leidinni vestur
var komid vid & Eiriksstodum i Dolum og
tilgatuhisid par heimsoétt. Um helgar var farid i
skodunarferdir, t.d. ad Drangajokli, & Sjéminja-
safnid 4 isafirdi og Galdrasafnid i Holmavik. ba
var farid & sveitaball i Ogri og smakkad 4 islensk-
um kreaesingum eins og hékarli og hratspungum.

post-excavation techniques, including the digiti-
sation of the site archive, flotation, botanical
analysis, heavy residue analysis, faunal analysis,
archaeological sediment analysis and artefact
processing. All of this practical work was com-
plemented by a lecture series by field school
staff and visiting lecturers, which provided an
overview of Icelandic archaeology, conservation
techniques and archaeological science projects
that have been conducted in Iceland and else-
where in the North Atlantic region. Students
were evaluated on the basis of a daily field jour-
nal and a practical group project, for which they




Skolastjori: Karen Milek.

Adrir starfsmenn: Astrid Daxbéck, Christian Keller,
Gardar Gudmundsson, Gudrun Alda Gisladottir,
Jonas Secher Schmidt, Konrad Smiarowski, Mjoll
Sncesdéttir og Oscar Aldred.

Gestakennarar: Adolf Fridriksson, Colleen Batey,
Graham Langford, lan Simpson og Torfi Tulinius.
Alice (University  of
Cambridge), Altaire Harris (Astralia/Hdskdlinn {

Nemendur: Whitmore
Oslé), Bartlomiej Begziak (Jagiellonian University,
Pélland), Elijah McStotts (College of Charleston),
Ella Ussher (Nyja Sjaland), Hege Gjerde (Hdskolinn
i Oslé), Inge Knudsen (Hdskélinn i Oslé), Maeve
McCormick (irland/University of Glasgow), Marina
Matatova (City University i New York), Maureen
Kick (City University i New York), Sandra Coullenot

(University of Lyon), Sébastien Martel (Laval

University, Kanada), Véronique Forbes (Laval
University, Kanada), Yannick Guigue (University of
Grenoble, Frakkland).

Sjalfbodalidar: Dawn Mooney (University of Cam-
bridge), Nicole Taylor (University of Cambridge),
Elizabeth Pierce (University of Glasgow).
Samstarfsadilar:  Hdskélasetrid a  Vestfjéroum,
Vestfirdir G midéldum, NABO, Hdskdli Islands, City

University of New York, Haskélinn i Osl6.

Nemendur flokka og greina gripi undir leidségn.

Artefact practical.

could choose to work on the artefacts, sedi-
ments, botanical material or faunal material that
had been recovered from the site. Each group
presented the results of their study at the end of
the field school.

The 2006 field school was particularly success-
ful at promoting graduate research projects in
Icelandic archaeology: Véronique Forbes has
started to analyse the insects from Vatnsfjorour
for her MA dissertation at the University of Laval,
Canada; Dawn Mooney will be analyzing the
charred wood and seaweed from Vatnsfjorour

for her MPhil at the University of Cambridge,
UK; Nicole Taylor will be writing a dissertation
on comparative Icelandic recording methods for
her MA in Field Archaeology at University
College London, UK; Sandra Coullenot, who is
doing her MA at the University of Lyon, France,
is writing her dissertation on lIcelandic church
architecture; Alice Whitmore, at the University
of Cambridge, has started a PhD on Viking Age
assembly sites in Iceland and their landscape
context; and Elizabeth Pierce has started a PhD
at the University of Glasgow on material culture
and interactions in the North Atlantic.

In addition to being an intensive learning ex-
perience, the field school provided its interna-
tional students with a rich cultural experience.
En route to the field school, students were taken
to visit the reconstructed turf house at Eiriks-
stadir, and on weekends there were guided ex-
cursions to Drangajokull, the Maritime Museum
in Isafjorour, Osvor fishing station, the Natural
History Museum in Bolungarvik and the Museum
of Sorcery and Witchcraft in Hélmavik. Other
popular cultural events included a local country



Nemendur Fornleifaskélans heimséttu Osvor i Bolungarvik.

Visiting the Osvér fishing station.

dance at Ogur and a porrablét with traditional ~ Volunteers: Dawn Mooney (University of Cam-

Icelandic food and dancing. bridge, UK), Nicole Taylor (University of Cambridge,
UK), Elizabeth Pierce (University of Glasgow, UK)
Director: Karen Milek. Collaborators: University Centre of the Westfjords,

Field School staff: Astrid Daxbéck, Christian Keller, — Medieval Westfjords Society, NABO, University of
Gardar Gudmundsson, Gudrin Alda Gisladéttir,  Iceland, City University of New York, University of
Jonas Secher Schmidt, Konrad Smiarowski, Mjoll  Oslo.

Sncesdottir, Oscar Aldred.

Visiting lecturers: Adolf Fridriksson, Colleen Batey,
Graham Langford, lan Simpson, Torfi Tulinius

Field School students: Alice Whitmore (University of
Cambridge, UK), Altaire Harris (Australia/University
of Oslo, Norway), Bartlomiej Begziak (Jagiellonian
University, Poland), Elijah McStotts (College of
Charleston, USA), Ella Ussher (New Zealand), Hege
Gjerde (University of Oslo, Norway), Inge Knudsen
(University of Oslo, Norway), Maeve McCormick

(Ireland/University of Glasgow, UK), Marina
Matatova (City University of New York, USA),  Karen Milek kennir adferdir vid fornleifauppgréft.
Maureen Kick (City University of New York, USA), Karen Milek teaching on site.
Sandra Coullenot (University of Lyon, France),
Sébastien Martel (Laval Univeristy, Canada),
Véronique Forbes (Laval University, Canada),

Yannick Guigue (University of Grenoble, France)



Hid pingeyska fornleifafélag

Hid pingeyska fornleifafélag var stofnad haustid
2004 og stédu ad pvi beedi ahugasamir ein-
staklingar og stofnanir i héradi. Félagid hefur
pad ad markmidi ad efla rannséknir a islenskri
midaldamenningu, undirbla og framkveema
fornleifaskraningu og fornleifarannséknir i bing-
eyjarpingi og skapa styrkari forsendur fyrir
menningartengda ferdamennsku & svaedinu.
Félagid starfar n&id med Fornleifastofnun islands
sem annast visindalega radgjof og framkveemd
skraninga og rannsékna & vegum félagsins.
Stjorn félagsins skipa Unnsteinn Ingason, Hreidar
Karlsson og Tryggvi Finnsson.

Adur en félagid var stofnad hafdi Fornleifa-
stofnun [slands gert margvislegar rannséknir a

Nokkrir medlimir félagsins i bingey @ Skjdlfanda dsamt gédum gestum.

A few of the society’s members in bingey along with visitors.

The Archaeology Society
of bingeyjarsysla

The Archaeology Society of bingeyjarsysla (Hid
pingeyska fornleifafélag) was founded in the
autumn of 2004 by interested individuals and
instituitions from the county. The aims of the
Society are to encourage research into Icelandic
medieval culture, to prepare and carry out a
thorough archaeological survey, to support
archaeological research and to provide a
stronger basis for cultural tourism in the area.
The Society works closely with the Institute of

Archaeology (Fornleifastofnun islands) who

sveedinu & hverju ari i riman ératug, baedi forn-
leifaskraningu og uppgroft. Med tilkomu félags-
ins hefur skapast vettvangur fyrir samstarf 6likra
adila um visindalega starfsemi & pessu svidi i
framtidinni, sem og fyrir aframhaldandi rann-
soknir i héradsfornleifafreedi hér & landi. Med
slikri nalgun er reynt ad varpa ljési & marga
minjaflokka & sama sveedi til ad draga upp mynd
af menningu og afkomu félks & akvednu
timaskeidi.

Rannséknir & vegum félagsins undanfarin sum-
ur hafa einkum beinst ad fornbylum, kumlum og
pingstodum.

provide specialist advice and carry out research
on behalf of the Society. Unnsteinn Ingason,
Hreidar Karlsson and Tryggvi Finnsson form the
board of the Society.

Before the founding of the Society, the
Institute of Archaeology had for more than a
decade carried out extensive research programs
in the area, both excavations and surveys. With
the arrival of the Society a new opportunity has
emerged for the collaboration of a wide and
varied group of contributors, creating a new
opportunity for the development of regional
archaeologies in Iceland.

In recent years the Society has funded many
research projects — amongst these new research
into pagan burials, assembly sites, and ancient
farm sites.



Starfsfolk / Staff

Adolf Fridriksson
(f. 1963), forstodumadur
Fornleifastofnunar
islands fra 1995. Lauk BA
profi (Hons.), MPhil
fornleifafraedi fra Institute

-

of Archaeology, UCL i

London. Hann hefur
tekid patt i rannséknum i Bretlandi, Frakklandi,
italiu og 4 islandi fra 1985, og stjérnad marg-
vislegum verkefnum, s.s. uppgréftum, skraningu
og utgafu fra 1989 ad telja. Hann stjérnar m.a.
fornleifarannséknum & bingvéllum vid Oxara.
Sat i stjorn Norreenu heimsminjaskrifstofunnar i
Osl6 arin 1999-2001, og i stjérn TL-rannséknar-
stodvarinnar i Arésum fra 1997. Helstu ritverk
eru: Sagas and popular antiquarianism in lIce-
landic Archaeology (Avebury 1994), og Kuml og
haugfé (medhéfundur og ritstjéri; Mal og menn-
ing 2000). Ahugasvid: Saga fornleifafreedinnar,
vikingaaldarmenning, pinghald og greftrunar-
siour til forna.

Adolf Fridriksson, born 1963, director of the FSI
since 1995. BA (Hons.), M.Phil in Archaeology,
UCL,
Frioriksson has participated in excavations in the

Institute of  Archaeology, London.
UK, France, Italy and Iceland and has directed
various excavations, survey and publication
projects since 1989. He is a member of the board
of directors of the Nordic World Heritage Office
in Oslo 1999-2001. He is the author of: Sagas
and Popular Archaeology in Iceland, (Avebury
1994), and co-author of Kuml og haugfé - Pagan
Burials in Iceland (Mal og menning 2000).
Research interests: History of Archaeology, Viking

Age culture, Popular Archaeology.

Gardar Gudmundsson

(f.1953),fornvistfreeding-
ur, hefur setid i stjérn
Fornleifastofnunar sidan
1995. Hann lauk BS med
ladi i fornleifafreedi fra
Institute of Archaeology,
UCL i London og hefur
tekid patt i ymsum rannséknarverkefnum a

Bretlandi, Graenlandi og Islandi. Gardar stjérnar
Ollum fornvistfreedirannséknum hja stofnuninni
og er formadur Félags islenskra fornleifafreedinga.

Ahugasvid: Adferdarfraedifornvistfreedirannsékna,
pléntuleifar og kornreaekt 4 islandi & midsldum.

Gardar Gudmundsson, born 1953, palaeo-
botanist. Member of the FSi Board of Directors
1995. BSc. (Hons.) in Archaeology,
Institute of Archaeology, UCL, London. Gud-

since

mundsson has participated in various research
projects in the UK, Greenland and Iceland. He is
the head of palaeoenvironmental research at the
FSI. Gudmundsson is President of the Society of
Icelandic  Archaeologists. Research interests:
Methods in palaeoenvironmental studies, plant

remains, cereal cultivation in medieval Iceland.

Mjoll Snaesdottir

(f. 1950), fornleifafreed-
ingur, hefur setid i stjérn
Fornleifastofnunar sidan
1995. Fil.kand. i fornleifa-
freedi fra Uppsolum. HGn
tok patt i Reykjavikurupp-
greftinum 1971-75 og
hefur vioteka reynslu af borgaruppgroftum a
Nordurléndum p.a m. fra Tansbergi, Malmey og
Uppsolum. Han stjérnadi uppgrefti & Stéruborg
1978-1990 sem var lengi staersta uppgraftar-
verkefni sem radist hafdi verid i a [slandi og eini
heildaruppgroftur & beejarhél sem gerdur hefur
verid & Nordurlondum. Mjoll ték patt i uppgrefti
a Hofstodum i Myvatnssveit 1991-2004. Han er
medstjérnandi vid fornleifauppgroft i Skélholti
sem nu stendur yfir og hefur fra 1990 unnid ad
arvinnslu uppgraftargagna fra Stéruborg. Mjoll
hefur verid ritstjori Arbokar hins f{slenzka
fornleifafélags fra 1993. Ahugasvid: Midaldaforn-
leifafreedi, fornleifafraedi beejarhéla.

Mijoll Snzesdéttir, born 1950, Senior Archaeo-
logist. Member of the FSI Board of Directors
since 1995. Fil.Kand.
Ethnology, Uppsala, Sweden. Sneesdéttir has

in Archaeology and

participated in research in Norway, Sweden and
Iceland. She was the director of the Stéraborg
excavation 1978-1990, which is the largest sal-
vage excavation project carried out in Iceland to
date. Snaesdéttir has been the editor of Arbok -
The Yearbook of the Archaeological Society —
since 1993. Research interests: medieval archae-
ology, farm mound archaeology.



Orri Vésteinsson

(f. 1967) er fornleifa-
freedingur fra Fornleifa-
stofnun Lundinahaskédla
en hefur auk pess doktor-
spréf | sagnfredi fra
sama skéla. Hann hefur

{ setid i stjorn Fornleifa-
stofnunar fra 1995 og var forstodumadur Rann-
s6kna- og kennslusvids hennar 1995-2002. Hann
hefur tekid patt i uppgréftum & islandi, i Bretlandi
og Japan fra 1984 og hefur verid medstjérnandi
fornleifarannsékna & Hofstodum i Myvatnssveit
fré 1992, Adalstreeti og Gasum fra 2001 og |
Skéalholti fra 2002. Hann stjérnadi fornleifa-
rannsékn i Nesi vid Seltjorn 1995-1996, a Nedra
Asi § Hjaltadal 1998-1999, bingvollum 1999,
Sveigakoti i Myvatnssveit fra 1998 auk ymissa
minni verkefna. Hann er ritstjéri Stéruborgar-
rannsokna fra 1997. Orri er skipadur heidurs-
préfessor i fornleifafreedi vid mannfraedideild City
University of New York og tok vid stédu lektors i
fornleifafreedi vid Héskéla Islands &rid 2002.
Ahugasvid: Félags- og efnahagssaga Islands &
midoldum, kirkjusaga, landném og byggda-
mynstur.

Orri Vésteinsson, born 1967, member of the FSi
Board of Directors since 1995. He is a lecturer in
Archaeology at the University of Iceland and was
Head of Research and Training at the FSI 1995-
2002. He is also an Adjunct member of the
Doctoral Faculty at the Graduate School and
University Center, City University of New York.
MA in Archaeology from the Institute of
Archaeology, UCL, London, and PhD in History,
UCL. He has participated in research in the UK,
Japan and Iceland, and directed many excavation,
survey and publication projects in Iceland since
1989. He is the author of The Christianization of
Iceland (Oxford Univ. Press 2000). Research inter-
ests: Social and economical history of medieval
Iceland, Church history and settlement patterns.

Gavin Lucas (f. 1965)
hefur unnid vid fornleifa-
rannséknir & fslandi fra
1989 og er nG lektor |
vid  HI.
Meginahugasvid  hans

fornleifafraedi

eru adferdafraedifornleifa-

freedinnar og kennileg fornleifafreedi, en hann
hefur ritad um pau efni beaekur og fjolda
timaritsgreina. Hann er jafnframt sérfraedingur i
leirkerum fr4 seinni Sldum. Hann hefur mikla
uppgraftarreynslu fra Englandi, Tyrklandi, islandi
og vidar, og nytur vaxandi vidurkenningar sem
einn helsti freedimadur Breta & svidi kennilegrar
fornleifafreedi. Hann hof storf sem adstodar-
forstodumadur hja Fornleifastofnun i mai arid
2002 og er einn af verkefnisstjorum uppgraftar i
Skalholti sem nd stendur yfir. Hann er ritstjori
Archaeologia Islandica. Gavin lauk doktorsnami
ario 1995 fra Cambridge haskéla, par sem hann
starfadi & arunum 1996-2002 vid stjérnun
uppgrafta. Einnig ték hann pétt i uppgrefti |
Catalhoyiik a Tyrklandi 1996 og 1997. Ahugasvid:
Kennileg fornleifafraedi og ndtimaminjar.

Gavin Lucas, born 1965, Assistant Director (since
May, 2002), has a First-Class BA Honours in 1988
from the Institute of Archaeology, London, PhD
in Archaeology in 1995 from the University of
Cambridge. He is a lecturer in Archaeology at the
University of Iceland. Lucas has participated in
various excavations in the UK, Italy, Turkey, S.
Africa and Iceland. He was Project Officer at the
Cambridge Archaeological Unit for 6 years, in-
volving archaeological mitigation for commercial
projects relating to construction or development
work. He is the author of Critical Approaches to
Fieldwork:  Historical ~and  Contemporary
Archaeological Practice (Routledge 2001), An
Archaeology of Colonial Identity (Springer 2005),
The Archaeology of Time (2005) and co-editor of
Archaeologies of the Contemporary Past
(Routledge 2001). He is also editor of the journal
Archaeologia Islandica, an international journal
on Icelandic archaeology since 1998. Research
interests: archaeological theory and method and

the archaeology of the modern world.

Andrea S. Hardardéttir
(f. 1968) er sagnfraed-
ingur og kennari. Hun
lauk BA gradu i sagnfreedi
fra Haskéla islands med
pj6dfraedi sem aukagrein
og i framhaldi af pvi
nami til kennsluréttinda.
Andrea stundar nd nam
& MA stigi  sagnfreedi en feest jafnframt vid



kennslu. HGn hof storf sem verkefnastjéri hja
Fornleifastofnun 4 [safirdi 4rid 2003. Ahugasvio:
Pj6dsagnafreedi og hugarfarssaga.

Andrea S. Hardardottir, born 1968, historian
and teacher. Hardardéttir completed her BA de-
gree in history from the University of Iceland,
minor in ethnology and a teaching degree.
Presently, she is working on a masters in history
as well as teaching. Hardardéttir is project man-
ager at the department of the Institue of
Archaelogy in isafjérdur since 2003. Research in-
terests: folktales and social ideas.

Birna Larusdottir (f.
1976) er med BA gradu i
islensku og MA gradu f{
fornleifafraedi fra Haskéla
islands.  Birna  hefur
unnid hja Fornleifastofn-
un sidan 1999. Hun
hefur unnid vid fornleifa-

skraningu og uppgrefti
og er ritstjori ordasafns um islenska fornleifafreedi.
Ahugasvid: Ornefni og landbiinadarsaga.

Birna Larusdottir, born 1976. BA in Icelandic
Studies, MA in Archaeology at the University of
Iceland. Larusdéttir has worked for the FSI since
1999 on various survey and excavation projects
and is the editor of a dictionary of archaeologi-
cal terms. Research interests: Place-names and
history of landuse and agriculture.

Colleen Batey (f. 1956)
hoéf storf sem  gripasér-
freedingur hja Fornleifa-
stofnun 2002. Hun lauk
BA proéfi (Hons.) 1978 og
doktorsprofi fra haskél-

anum i Durham. Sérfraedi-
svid Colleen eru munir fra
vikingatima. HGn hefur unnid sem safnvordur hja
safninu i Glasgow og kennt vid University College
i London og héaskélann i Glasgow. Colleen hefur
verid félagi i Institute of Field Archaeologists fra
1984 og medstjérnandi i veigamiklum rann-

séknarverkefnum i Freswick Links, Caithness og

i
Tintagel kastala i Cornwall. Helstu &ahugasvid
hennar eru gripagreining vikingatima, greftrunar-

sidir og vistfraedilegar fornleifarannséknir.

Colleen Batey, born 1956, Finds Manager at
the FSi since 2002. BA Hons. Degree (1978) and
PhD (1984) in Archaeology at Durham
University. Dr. Batey is an authority on Viking ar-
tefacts, she has worked as Curator of
Archaeology at Glasgow Museums, and lecturer
in Archaeology at the University of Leeds, lec-
turer in Medieval Archaeology at University
College, London and is currently part-time lec-
turer in Archaeology at the University of
Glasgow. Research interests: Viking Age arte-
facts, burials and environmental archaeology.
Member of the Institute of Field Archaeologists
since 1984 and Co-Director of major research
projects at Freswick Links, Caithness and Tintagel

Castle, Cornwall.

Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir
(f. 1975) hefur unnid hja
Fornleifastofnun  sidan
1996. HGn er med BA
gradu i mannfraedi og
MA gradu i fornleifafraedi
fra Haskola islands. Elin
er deildarstjori skraning-
ardeildar og hefur unnid vid fornleifaskraningu
og ymis uppgraftarverkefni. Ahugasvid: bréun
adferda i fornleifaskraningu og rannsoknir a
sOrvistolum.

Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir, born 1975, Archaeo-
logical Survey Manager. BA in Anthropology,
MA in Archaeology at the University of Iceland.
Hreidarsdéttir has worked at the FSi on various
survey and excavation projects since 1996.
Research interests: Methods in archaeological
survey, Viking age beads.

Gudran Alda Gisladéttir
(f. 1974) hefur unnid vid
uppgrefti, fornleifaskran-
ingu og teikningu hja
Fornleifastofnun  sidan
2001. HGn er med BEd
gradu fra Kennaraha-

skéla islands og lauk MA
gradu { fornleifafreedi fra Haskola islands 2004.
Ahugasvid: Griparannséknir og teikningar.




Guorun Alda Gisladottir, born 1974, B.Ed from
the Iceland University of Education, has worked
at various site surveys, excavations and illustra-
tion at the FSI since 2001. She finished her MA
in archaeology from the University of Iceland in
2004. Research interests: finds research and il-
lustrations.

Hildur Gestsdéttir (f.
1972) fornleifa- og
mannabeinafraedingur

lauk BA profi i forn-
leifafreedifra Hask6lanum
i Nottingham 1994, MS
i beinafreedi og forn-
meinafreedi fra Haskol-
i anum i Bradford 1998
og hefur stundad doktorsnam vid Haskéla
islands sidan 2004. Hildur hefur tekid patt f
fornleifauppgroftum & islandi, Bretlandi og

Kenya, og hefur verkstyrt fjolmorgum fornleifa-
uppgroftum og mannabeinarannséknum Forn-
leifastofnunar. Ahugasvid: Fornmeinarannséknir.

Hildur Gestsdottir, born 1972, Palaeopatho-
logist. BA in Archaeology from the University of
Nottingham 1994, MSc in Osteology, Palaeo-
pathology and Funerary Archaeology from the
University of Bradford 1998 and has been
working on a PhD at the University of Iceland
since 2004. Gestsdéttir has participated in
excavations in Iceland, the UK and Kenya. She
has participated in various FSI projects as
excavator, osteoarchaeologist and supervisor
since 1996. Research interests: Palaeopathology.

Howell Magnus Roberts
(f. 1968) fornleifafreed-
ingur, er deildarstjori
uppgraftardeildar Forn-
leifastofnunar. Hann er
med BA gradu i klass-
fskum freedum og forn-

leifafreedifra Haskélanum
i Liverpool og hefur
starfad sem fornleifafreedingur sidan 1993.
Howell er medlimur i AIFA (Institute of Field
Archaeologists). Howell tok patt i uppgrefti a
Bessastodum 1996, Geirsstodum i Hréarstungu
og Hofstédum i Myvatnssveit 1996 og 1997, var

z

verkstjori vid uppgroft 4 Nedra Asi 1998, &

Hofstodum 1998-2001, i Adalstreeti 2001 og er
verkstjori vid uppgrefti & Gasum i Eyjafirdi og a
bingvollum. Fyrir utan uppgraftarreynslu a
islandi hefur Howell vidtaeka reynslu af verkstjorn
i bjorgunaruppgroftum i Bretlandi og reynslu af
visindarannséknum og uppgrefti i Quatar,
Noregi og Frakklandi. Ahugasvid: Adferdafraedi
fornleifafreedinnar, hdsagerd a jarnold og verslun
a middldum.

Howell Magnus Roberts, born 1968, Head of
Excavation Department, FSI. BA in Classical
Studies and Archaeology, University of Liverpool
1991. Professional archaeologist since 1993.
Member of the Institute of Field Archaeologists
since 2001 (AIFA). Experience in UK, Iceland,
Norway, Qatar and France. Based in Iceland
1996-98 and Head of Dept. at the FSI since
January 2001. Previous employment includes
the Museum of London Archaeology Service,
Birmingham University Field Archaeology Unit
and the National Museum of Iceland. Roberts is
director of excavations for the Gasir and
bingvellir Millennium projects, and supervised
the excavation at Adalstreeti in Reykjavik.
Research interests: methods, Iron Age architec-

ture, medieval trade.

Karen Milek (f. 1972)
lauk BA gradu i mann-
fredi og fornleifafreedi
Austurlanda  neer fra
Haskélanum i Toronto
og meistaragradu |
heimsfornleifafreedi  fra
Haskélanum i Cam-
bridge. HGn hefur ny-
verid lokid doktorsgradu fra sama haskéla a svioi
jardfornleifafreedi (Geoarchaology) og fjallar rit-
gerd hennar um hds og heimili & islandi &
vikingadld og tdlkun félagslegs rymis. Karen
hefur unnid fyrir Fornleifastofnun i hlutastarfi
sidan arid 2000, fyrst sem leidbeinandi vid
uppgroft i Sveigakoti. Fra 2005 hefur hidn
stjornad fornleifauppgrefti i Vatnsfirdi og verid
skélastjori Fornleifaskélans. Han er patttakandi {
moérgum  rannsoknaverkefnum & Islandi (Hof-
stadir, Sveigakot, Reykholt, Hrisheimar, Hrisbra)
og Skotlandi (Bomais, Cille, Pheadair, Quoy-
grew).



Karen Milek, born 1972, did a BA (Hons) in
Anthropology and Near Eastern Archaeology at
the University of Toronto, and her MPhil in
World Archaeology (Europe in the First
Millennium AD) at the University of Cambridge.
She has recently completed her PhD at the
University of Cambridge, for which she wrote a
dissertation on 'Houses and Households in Early
Icelandic Society: Geoarchaeology and the
Interpretation of Social Space'. Karen has worked
part-time for the Institute of Archaeology,
Iceland, since 2000, first as an excavation super-
visor at Sveigakot, and since 2005 as director of
the excavations and field school at Vatnsfjordur.
She is also the collaborating geoarchaeologist
on several Viking Age and medieval excavation
projects in Iceland (Hofstadir, Sveigakot,
Reykholt, Hrisheimar, Hrisbru) and Scotland
(Bornais, Cille Pheadair, Quoygrew).

Lilja Bjork Palsdottir

(f. 1971) lauk BA gradu
fra Haskola islands arid
2005. Han hefur unnid
hja Fornleifastofnun
islands vid uppgrefti og
arvinnslu ~ fra  2005.

.“"l—-' —
. Ahugasvid:  Fornleifa-

e s freedilegar teikningar.

Lilja Bjork Palsdoéttir, born 1971, BA in archae-
ology from the University of Iceland. She has
worked on excavation projects for the FSi since
2005. Interests: lllustrations.

Oddgeir Hansson (f.
1973) er med BA gradu i
sagnfreedi fra Haskodla
islands. Hann hefur starf-
ad hja Fornleifastofnun
fslands sidan 1999, baedi
vid fornleifaskraningu og
uppgrefti. Oddgeir vinn-
ur nd ad MA ritgerd
fornleifafreedi vid Haskéla Islands. Ahugasvio:

Gagnagrunnar og notkun landupplysingakerfa
vid fornleifarannséknir.

Oddgeir Hansson, born 1973, BA in History
from theUniversity of Iceland. He has worked for
the FSi on various excavation and survey projects

since 1999. Hansson is currently working on an
MA at the University of Iceland. Research inter-
ests: GIS in archaeology and databases.

Oscar Aldred (f. 1972)
er med BA gradu i
klassiskum freedum og
fornleifafreedi fra haskol-
anum i Liverpool, og MA
i landshattafornleifafreedi
fra héaskélanum i
Leicester. Sidan 1995
hefur Oscar unnid fyrir
faghépa og baejaryfirvold vid fornleifauppgrefti,
stjornad rannséknum og verkefnum sem lGta ad
stjornun og skipulagi menningararfsins og séd
um safnvorslu hja Historic Environment i Somer-
set & Englandi. Adur en Oscar kom til starfa hja
stofnuninni lauk hann rannséknarverkefni fyrir
English Heritage, sem laut ad pvi ad kortleggja
sogulegt menningarlandslag. Oscar hefur sér-
haeft sig i tolvunotkun i fornleifafraedi, sérstaklega
hvad vidkemur uppsetningu og stjérnun gagna-
grunna og landfraedikerfa. Oscar hefur unnid hja
Fornleifastofnun sidan 1999 og hefur umsjén
med stafreenum midlunarverkefnum. Sidan 2002
hefur hann borid abyrgd & skipulagningu
stafreenna gagna og verid verkefnisstjéri ARENA-
verkefnisins. Hann tekur patt i COST A27 verk-
efninu fyrir islands hond. Oscar hefur sérhaeft sig
i rannséknum & menningarlandslagi.

Oscar Aldred, born 1972, BA (Hons) in Classical
Studies and Archaeology, University of Liverpool,
and MA in Landscape Archaeology, University of
Leicester. Since 1995 he has worked for profes-
sional units and local authorities on excavations,
research (1995-1999), Heritage Management
projects and acted as a curator for the Historic
Environment at Somerset County Council,
England (1999-2002). Whilst at Somerset he
completed two research projects for English
Heritage: Historic Landscape Characterisation
(HLC) project for Somerset and Exmoor National
Park (2001) and the national review of HLC
methods to establish future direction and guide-
lines (2002). Since 2002 at the FSI he has been
responsible for Digital Data Management, as
well as project manager for the EU Culture 2000
funded ARENA project. He is the Icelandic coor-
dinator for the European ESF-COST funded




COST A27 Understanding pre-industrial struc-
tures in rural and mining landscapes
(LANDMARKS) project (2004-2008). Research
interests: landscape archaeology (method and
theory), heritage management, computers ap-
plications in archaeology, Geographical Infor-
mation Systems (GIS).

Ol6f porsteinsdéttir (f.
1959) hefur verid skrif-
stofustjori Fornleifastofn-
unar sidan 2001. Hun
hefur langa reynslu af
margvislegum skrif-
stofustorfum, starfadi m.
a. hja Orkustofnun, 18n-

lanasj6di og hja Stefi.
Ahugasvid: Utivist og ferdalog.

Olof borsteinsdéttir, born 1959, Head of Office
and Secretary at the FSI since 2001. Various
office experience and training, including
secretarial work at the Icelandic Energy Institute.

Interests: Outdoor activities and traveling.

Sigridur borgeirsdottir
(f. 1973) lauk BA gradu i
pjodfreedi fra Haskéla
islands arid 2002. Hdn
stundar nG MA nam
fornleifafreedi vid sama
skola.  Sigridur  hefur
unnid vid gripavorslu,

skraningu og uppgrefti
hja Fornleifastofnun sidan 2001. Ahugasvid:
Gripir.

Sigridur borgeirsdottir, born 1973, BA in eth-

nology from the University of Iceland.
Porgeirsdéttir has worked on excavations, finds
and surveying at the FSI since 2001. She is cur-
rently working on an MA at the University of

Iceland. Research interests: Finds.

Solveig

Gudmundsdéttir Beck
(f. 1978) lauk BS T
jarofreedi med fornleifa-
freedi sem aukagrein fra
Haskéla islands ~ &rid
2004 og MSc gradu i
jardfornleifafreedi (e.

geoarchaeology) fra Haskélanum i Reading arid
2006. Han hefur starfad vid uppgrefti og forn-
leifaskraningu fra arinu 2003. Ahugasvid: Efna-
greiningar (chemical analysis) og fornleifaskran-

ing.

Solveig Gudmundsdéttir Beck, born 1978, BS
in geology and archaeology from the University
of Iceland in 2004 and MSc in geoarcheology
from the University in Reading in 2006. She has
worked on excavations and survey for the
Institute since 2003. Research interests: Chemical
analysis and archaeological survey.

Stefan  Olafsson  (f.
1969) lauk BA gradu i
fornleifafraedi fra Haskéla
islands 4rid 2006. Hann
hefur starfad vid upp-
grefti, fornleifaskraningu
og gripateikningar hja
Fornleifastofnun islands
X sidan 2003. Ahugasvid:
Gripateikningar.

Stefan Olafsson, born 1969, BA in archaeology
from the University of Iceland in 2006. Olafsson
has worked on excavations, survey and illustra-
tions at the Institute since 2003. Research inter-

ests: lllustrations.

Saedis Gunnarsdottir (f.
1973) er sagnfredingur
og fornleifafredingur.
Han lauk BA gradu i
sogu fra Haskola Islands
og MA gradu i lands-
héttafornleifafreedi  fra
Héskélanum i Leicester.
Seedis var radin fram-
kveemdastjori Fornleifastofnunar & Akureyri arid
2003 en hefur unnid vid fornleifaskraningu hja
Fornleifastofnun fra 1996 og hefur auk pess
ritstyrt [SLEIFU, gagnagrunni Fornleifastofnunar.
Ahugasvid: Midaldasagnfraedi, byggdasaga og
notkun landfreedilegra upplysingakerfa (GIS)
fornleifarannséknum.

Seedis Gunnarsdottir, born 1973, Historian and
Archaeologist. BA in History from the University
of Iceland, MA in Archaeology from Leicester.
Gunnarsdéttir is manager of the department of



the Institute in Akureyri since 2003 but has
worked on archaeological surveying at FSi since
1996 as well as being the editor of FSI"s National
Survey Database. Research interests: GIS in ar-
chaeology and medieval history.

Uggi Avarsson

(f. 1974) lauk BA gradu i
békmenntafreedi fra
Haskéla islands  &rid
2002 og hefur nylokid
MA gréadu i fornleifafreedi
fra sama skéla. Hann
hefur starfad vid upp-

grefti og fornleifaskran-
ingu fra &rinu 2002 heima og erlendis.
Ahugasvid: Landshattafornleifafraedi.

Uggi Avarsson, born 1973, BA in literature and
MA in Archaeology. He has worked on excava-
tions and survey in Iceland and abroad since
2002. Research Interests: Landscape archaeolo-

9y.
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Aarhus Universitet, Danmorku

Brooklyn College, City University of New York,
Bandarikjunum

cIMeC, Institute for Cultural Memory, Rimeniu
COST Action A27

Félag islenskra fornleifafraedinga

Haskdlasetur Vestfjarda

Haskoli islands

Haskélinn i Apenu

Hid islenzka bokmenntafélag

Hid pingeyska fornleifafélag

Hugvisindastofnun Haskola slands

Hunter College, City University of New York,
Bandarikjunum

Instytut Archeologii i Etnologii Polskiej Akademii
Nauk, Péllandi

Kulturarvsstyrelsen, Danmorku

Landmeelingar islands

Leeknasetrid Mjodd

Minjasafnid & Akureyri

Museovirasto, Finnlandi

Museumsprosjektet, Noregi

Muzeum Archeologiczne w Poznaniu, Péllandi

NABO, North Atlantic Biocultural Organisation

Nattarurannséknastodin vid Myvatn

Prokaria (lifteeknirannséknir / biotechnology
research)

Raunvisindastofnun Haskéla islands

Rémisch-Germanische Kommission des
Deutschen Archdologischen Instituts, Pyskalandi

Senter for studier i vikingtid og nordisk
middelalder, Oslo Universitet, Noregi

Skalholtsskéli
Skalholtsstadur
Snorrastofa i Reykholti

State Service for the Archaeological Heritage,
Hollandi

The Archaeology Data Service, University of
York, Bretlandi

University of Bradford, Bretlandi
University of Cambridge, Bretlandi
University of Edinburgh, Skotlandi
University of Glasgow, Skotlandi
University of Stirling, Skotlandi

University of Wisconsin, Madison,
Bandarikjunum

Vestfirdir 4 middldum
Zoologisk Museum, Danmorku
bingvallanefnd

bjédminjasafn Islands



HELSTU VIDSKIPTAVINIR
CLIENTS AND CONTRACTORS

Akureyrarkaupstadur
Arnarneshreppur

Arborg

Arbaejarsafn — Minjasafn Reykjavikur
Dalvikurbyggd

Eyjaberg ehf.

Eykt ehf.

Eyri i Kjos ehf.
Fasteignafélagid Bruma ehf.
Ferdamalafélag Dalasyslu og Reykhélahrepps
Ferdapjonustan Husafelli
Ferdapjonustan Narfastodum
Gardabeer

Hvammsskégur ehf.
Horgéarbyggd
Kelduneshreppur
Kjésarhreppur

Landlinur

Landslag ehf.

Landsvirkjun

Leirvogstunga ehf.

Menningarsetrid ad Utskalum ehf.

Nattarustofa Vestfjarda
Orkuveita Reykjavikur
Olafsfjardarkaupstadur

Pallar ehf., Omar bér Larusson
Rangarping ytra
Reykjavikurborg

Seafood Trading 4 islandi ehf.
Seltjarnarneskaupstadur
Siglufjardarkaupstadur
Skeida- og Gnupverjahreppur
Steinsholt sf.
Svalbardsstrandarhreppur
Tjorn ehf.

Vegagerdin a Akureyri

VGK Honnun

VSO radgjof




STUDNINGUR OG STYRKIR
GRANT-FUNDING BODIES AND SPONSORS

Alpingi

British Academy

European Science Foundation
Evrépusambandid: Culture 2000
Fornleifasj6our

Impra

Kirkjurad

Kristnihatidarsj6dur

National Geographic Society
NOS-H
National Science Foundation

Ranns6knamidst6d fslands / The Icelandic
Research Council

Rikissjédur
Somerset County Council

Pingvallanefnd

LISTI YFIR VERKEFNI 2006
LIST OF PROJECTS 2006

Uppgreftir og rannséoknaverkefni/Excavation
and Research

Forn gardlog i S-Pingeyjarsyslu

Gasir i Eyjafirdi.

Heilsufarssaga Islendinga fra landnami til 18. aldar
Hrisheimar, Myvatnssveit

Kuml og samfélag

Landndam og menningarlandslag i bingeyjarsyslu
Reykholt, Borgarfirdi

Skalholt

Sveigakot, Myvatnssveit

Utskalar i Gardi

Vatnsfjordur v/ Isafjardardjip

Pinghald til forna

Smeerri uppgreftir v/ framkvaemda/small
scale project work

Arnérsstadamuli

Glera, Akureyri

Hasteinsvegur 8, Stokkseyri

Hognastadir, Fladum

Leirvogstunga

Utskalar

Fornleifaskraning/Archaeological Survey

Svaedisskraning/Documentary Survey
- Kilhraun i Skeidahreppi

- Kleifahreppur

- Laugardeelir i Hraungerdishreppi

- Leirvogstunga

- Mijéafjardarhreppur

- Réttarholt i Gnlpverjahreppi

- Saurbeejarhreppur, Dalasyslu

- Svalbardshreppur

- Sveitarfélagid Vogar

Adalskraning/Field Survey
- Arnarneshreppur

- Asahreppur

- Gardabeer

- Horgarbyggd

- Kelduneshreppur

- Rangarping ytra

- Siglufjérour

- begjandadalur

- beistareykir

Deiliskraning - umhverfismat/Intensive survey -
environmental assessments

- Austurkot og Minni-Vogar vid Voga a Vatns-
leysustrond

- Beitistadir i Leirar- og Melasveit

- Bildudalur

- Brekka, Hvalfirdi

- Efra Skard, Svinadal

- Eyjar i Kjésarhreppi

- Eyri i Kjésarhreppi

- Helguvik

- Hellisheidi

- Hélapyfi i landi Reykjadals, Hrunamannahreppi

- Hveragerdi austan Varmar

- Kilhraun i Skeidahreppi

- Laugardeelir v/ Selfoss

- Leirvogstunga v/ Mosfellsbee

- Leekjarhvammur i Laugardal

- Réttarholt i Skeida- og Gnuipverjahreppi

- Saudhagi | & Vollum

- Sunnuhvoll v/ Grenivik



Adolf  Fridriksson:  Fornleifakonnun vegna fyrir-
hugadra framkveemda vid Helguvik, FS324-06201.
Adolf Fridriksson & Oscar Aldred: Efra-Skard
Svinadal. Deiliskraning, FS306-06021.

Adolf  Fridriksson & Elin  Osk  Hreidarsdéttir:
Hveragerdi austan Varmar. Deiliskraning fornleifa.
F$S304-06031.

Aldred, Oscar: Characterising the medieval rural
landscape of Somerset, F$S315-06211.

Andrea Hardardéttir & Seedis Gunnarsdéttir:
Menningarminjar i Mj6afjardarhreppi: ~ sveedis-
skraning, FS340-06121.

- Menningarminjar i Svalbardsstrandarhreppi:
sveedisskraning, FS341-06131.
Andrea  Hardardéttir &  Hakon
Menningarminjar i Kleifahreppi: sveedisskraning,
FS342-06141.

Jensson:

Agt]sta Edwald, Elin Osk Hreidarsdéttir, Orri
Vésteinsson, Sigridur borgeirssdéttir, Seedis Gunnars-
déttir & Uggi Avarsson: Fornleifaskraning 1
Olafsfirdi, FS320-04051.

Birna Larusdoéttir: Fornleifaskraning & Eyjum Il i Kjos,

FS$323-06161.

- Fornleifaskrdning & Eyri i Kjés: Deili- og
adalskraning, FS319-06111.

- Fornleifakénnun  vegna virkjanadforma vid
Hverahlid og a Olkelduhalssveedi, FS327-06261.

Elin Osk Hreidarsdéttir: Fornleifaskraning { landi

Leekjarhvamms i Laugardal, FS307-06081.

- Fornleifaskraning i Varmadal & Kjalarnesi, FS302-
05261.

- Fornleifaskraning i begjandadal vestanverdum:
Bradabirgdaskyrsla um skraningu sumarid 2005,
FS316-05121.

- Merkar fornleifar i Dalvikurbyggd: Samantekt
vegna adalskipulags, FS318-06241.

- Deiliskraning i Leirvogstungu vid Mosfellsbee,
FS321-06231.

Elin  Osk Hreidarsdottir og Birna Larusddttir:

Fornleifaskraning & Rauduskridu og hjaleigum,

FS$332-05211.

Elin Osk Hreidarsdéttir & Orri Vésteinsson: bérutéftir

a Laugafellsoreefum, FS300-05281.

Elin  Osk Hreidarsdéttir & Ranar  Leifsson:

Fornleifaskraning & Seltjarnarnesi, F$305-05221.

Gudran Alda  Gisladéttir: — Fornleifakonnun — ad
Utskalum, F$303-06092.
- Fornleifarannsékn & Grettislaug & Reykhélum,

Skyrslur Fornleifastofnunar islands / FSI Reports 2006:

F$310-05291.
GudrGn Alda Gisladottir & Howell M. Roberts:
Fornleifakdnnun & 16dinni Hasteinsvegi 8, Stokkseyri,
FS$309-06101.

Harrison, Ramona & Howell M. Roberts: The midden
at Modruvellir 2006, Preliminary Excavation Report,
FS338-06381.

Hildur ~ Gestsdottir:  Fornleifakénnun i landi
Hognastada & FIGdum  Hrunamannahreppi, F$322-
06221.

- Hofstadir 2004. Interim Report, FS311-9101112.
Hildur Gestsdéttir, Peter Baxter & Gudrdn Alda
Gisladéttir: Fluorine poisoning in victims of the
1783-84 eruption of the Laki Fissure, Iceland, FS328-
04291.

Hildur Gestsdéttir & Oddgeir Hansson: Forn-
leifauppgroftur i landi Raeyrar i Skatudal. Bjérgunar-
uppgroftur vegna framkvemda vid Hédins-
fjardargong, FS329-06291.

Hildur Gestsdéttir & T.D. Price: The Settlement of
Iceland: Analysis of strontium isotopes in human
teeth. A preliminary discussion of results, FS336-
03062.

Lilja B. Palsdéttir & Howell M. Roberts: Excavations
at Gasir 2005: An Interim Report, FS312 -01078.

Lucas, Gavin: Skalholt 2005. Framvinduskyrslur/
Interim Report No. 4, FS314 -02134.

Oddgeir Hansson: Fornleifauppgroftur a  deili-
skipulagssvaedi i Leirvogstungu,  Mosfellsbee.
(Framvinduskyrsla), FS333-06351.

Oddgeir Hansson & Hildur Gestsdéttir:  Forn-
leifakonnun vegna vegaframkvaemda vid Arnérs-

stadamula, FS325-06281.

Orri Vésteinsson (ed.): Archaeological Investigations

at Sveigakot 2005, FS308-00216.

- ‘Area B — The Church.” In: Howell M. Roberts:
Excavations at Gasir 2001-2006..., pp. 15-19.

- Fornleifaskraning i beistareykjalandi, F$326-06311.

- Saudhagi | & Vollum. Deiliskraning, FS339-06371.

Roberts, Howell M.: Gasir 2001-2006 — A Preliminary

Report, FS335-01079.

- Konnunarskurdir vid kirkjuna & pingvollum, FS334-

06361.

Howell M. Roberts & Gavin Lucas: The Archaeology

of Reykjavik Harbour, FS330-06321.

Sigrdn Inga Gardarsdéttir & Andrea Hardardottir:

Menningarminjar i Saurbaejarhreppi: sveedisskraning,

FS345-06411.




Saedis Gunnarsdottir: Fornleifaskraning i landi Minni-

Voga og Austurkots. Deiliskraning, FS313-06051.

- Menningarminjar { Vatnsleysustrandarhreppi,
FS317-06041.

Onnur rit / Other Publications 2006

Adolf Fridriksson: ‘Hasar i Hringsdal’, Eldjarn.
Maélgagn fornleifafreedinema vid Haskola islands, 1
(1): 8-12.

Aldred, Oscar: ‘The idea of Landscape in Icelandic

Archaeology’, ARCHAEOLOGIA ISLANDICA 5: 9-26.

- ‘Réttir in the landscape. The anthropology and ar-
chaeology of focal points in the Icelandic land-
scape’, in Arneborg, J. & Grgnnow, B. (eds.),
Dynamics of Northern Societies. Proceedings of
the SILA/NABO Conference on Arctic and North
Atlantic Archaeology, Copenhagen, May 10th-
14th, 2004. Publications from the National
Museum, Studies in Archaeology and History,
Copenhagen, Vol. 10: 355 - 364.

Aldred, Oscar & Gudrin Sveinbjarnardottir:

Reykholtskirkja: Fornleifarannsékn 2005 (framvindu-

skyrsla), bj6dminjasafn [slands.

Colic, Etel: Medieval Icelandic Pottery: the
excavations at Gasir and Skriduklaustur. BA ritgerd
vid Hi / BA thesis, University of Iceland, Reykjavik.

Egill Erlendsson, K.J. Edwards, I. Lawson & Orri
Vésteinsson: ‘Can there be a correspondence
between Icelandic palynological and settlement
evidence?’ In Arneborg, ). & Grennow, B. (eds.),
Dynamics of Northern Societies. Proceedings of the
SILA/NABO conference on Arctic and North Atlantic
Archaeology, Copenhagen, May 10th-14th, 2004.
Publications from the National Museum, Studies in
Archaeology and History, Copenhagen, Vol. 10:
347-53.

Hildur Gestsdottir, Helgi J6nsson, Juliet Rogers & Jon
‘Osteoarthritis  in  the
Population from Skeljastadir Iceland; A reassess-
ment’, ARCHAEOLOGIA ISLANDICA 5: 75-81.

borsteinsson: skeletal

Lucas, Gavin: (Ed.) ARCHAEOLOGIA ISLANDICA,

Vol. 5.

- 'Archaeology at the Edge. An Interview with
Martin Hall’, Archaeological Dialogues 13 (1): 55-
67.

- ‘Changing configurations: the relationships be-
tween theory and practice’ in Archaeological
Resource Management in the UK. An Introduction

(2nd ed.), eds. John Hunter & lan Ralston, pp.15-
22, Sutton Publishing Limited.

- 'Historical Archaeology and Time’, in The
Cambridge Companion to Historical Archaeology,
eds. Dan Hicks and Mary Beaudry, CUP, pp.34-
47.

- ‘The Roman Pottery’ and other contributions to
Marshland Communities and Cultural Landscapes
from the Bronze Age to the Present Day
(Haddenham Project Volume 2), C. Evans & |I.
Hodder, McDonald Institute  Monographs,
Cambridge, pp.92-3, 197-205, 353-7, 365-9,
396-407, 411-13, 431-5, 442-3, 446-50.

Lucas, Gavin & Mjoll Snaesdéttir: ‘Archaeologies of
Modernity in the Land of the Sagas’. Meta,
Medeltidsarkeologisk tidskrift, 4:5-18.

Mijoll Sneesdéttir: ‘Die Ausgrabungen am Bischofsitz
von Skalholt’. Kunst und Kirche 1/2006: 42-43.
Mjoll Sneesdéttir, Gavin Lucas & Orri Vésteinsson:
Skalholti.” Saga
biskupsstélanna. Skélholt 950 ara — 2006 - Holar
900 ara, Gunnar Kristjansson & Oskar Gudmundsson
ritstj. Reykjavik, 674-97.

‘Fornleifar og rannséknir

Orri Vésteinsson: ‘Central areas in Iceland,” in

Arneborg, |. & Grgnnow, B (eds.), Dynamics of

Northern Societies. Proceedings of the SILA/NABO

Conference on Arctic and North Atlantic

Archaeology, Copenhagen, May 10th-14th, 2004.

Publications from the National Museum, Studies in

Archaeology and History, Copenhagen Vol. 10:

307-322.

- (ritd./review) ‘Patricia Pires Boulhosa: Icelanders
and the Kings of Norway: Mediaeval Sagas and
Legal Texts.” American Historical Review
111:1240-1241.

- ‘Smé-saga. Um nylegar rannséknir i islenskum
midaldafreedum,’ Ritid (3/2005), 159-78.

- ‘Um troll og geimverur’, Eldjarn. Malgagn
fornleifafreedinema vid Haskola islands, 1 (1): 4-6.

Orri Vésteinsson, Helgi borlaksson & Arni Einarsson:
Reykjavik 871 + 2. Landndmssyningin. The
Settlement Exhibition, Reykjavik. (Engl. Transl.:
Anna Yates), Reykjavik.

Price, T.D. & Hildur Gestsdéttir: ‘The First Settlers:
an isotopic approach to colonisation’, Antiquity 80:
130-144.



Erindi / Meetings and Conferences 2006

Adolf Fridriksson: ‘Grafir Gr heidnum sid - gluggi
ad menningu og samfélagi fornaldar.” Erindi
haldid & fundi eldri borgara i Neskirkju, 15.
mars.

- ‘lron-age Assemblies in Iceland.” Paper
presented at the 12th annual meeting of the
EAA at Cracow, 19th-24th September.

- ‘On the Trail of the Lost Burials from the Iron

’

Age.” Paper presented at the 12th annual

meeting of the EAA, Cracow, 19th-24th
September.

- ‘pingey og Skuldapingsey 2005-2006." Erindi
haldid a adalfundi Hins pingeyska fornleifa-
félags, 6. juni.

- ‘Fornleifarannséknir & Vestfjoroum.” Erindi
haldid vid opnun syningar & forngripum fra
Eyri { Safnahusinu a isafirdi, 15. jdli.

Aldred, Oscar: ‘Cultural Responses in Volcanically

Active Landscapes.” Paper presented at the

conference The Nordic Network of Cultural and

Environmental history in Nordic Viking Age and

Medieval Time, Hélar, 18th August 2006.

- ‘Place to place: movement and the journey
through Iceland’s landscape.” Paper presented
at the NABO conference, The View from Here,
Université Laval, Quebec, 22nd September.

Aldred, Oscar, Konstantia Chartidou & Adolf

Fridriksson: ‘Approaching diverse European

the

volcanically active regions of Greece and

Iceland.” Paper presented at the COST A27

Conference,

dynamic pre-industrial landscapes in

Landmarks and socio-economic
construction of
their
contemporary Societies,

Systems: pre-industrial

Landscapes  and Perception by

Le Mans, 7th-9th
December.

Aldred, Oscar & Elin Osk Hreidarsdéttir: ‘Aldur
og gerd gardanna I

Kinamdrar Islands. Radstefna um forn gardlog &

Sudur-bingeyjarsyslu.’

islandi, bj6dminjasafninu, 25. febrdar.
- ‘Kortun gardanna i Sudur-bingeyjarsyslu.’
Kinamdrar islands. Radstefna um forn gardlég

a islandi, bj6dminjasafninu, 25. febrdar.

Birna Larusdéttir: ‘Gardlog og byggdapréun i
Reykjahverfi’. Kinamurar islands. Radstefna um
forn gardlég & islandi, bj6dminjasafninu, 25.
febraar.

Gardar Gudmundsson: ‘Palstéftir. Halendisbyggd
fra 10. og 11. 6ld.” Erindi haldid & stofnfundi
Félags ahugamanna um Hrafnkelssogu og
sogutengda ferdapjonustu & Héradi. Hotel

Hérad, Egilsstodum, 25. mai 2006.

Hildur Gestsdéttir: ‘Heilsufarssaga [slendinga fra

landnami til 18. aldar.” Fyrirlestur haldinn & fundi

6ldungadeildar Laeknafélags islands, Leeknafélag-
inu, 5. april.

- 'Heilsufarssaga Islendinga fra landnami til 18.
aldar.” Fyrirlestur haldinn & fraedslufundi a
tilraunastod Haskolans i meinafreedi a Keldum,
16. névember.

- 'Heilsufarssaga Islendinga fra landnami til 18.
aldar.” Fyrirlestur haldinn & freedslufundi
lyfleekningadeildar Landspitala Haskoélasjukra-
huss, 24. névember.

- 'Heilsufarssaga islendinga fra landnami til 18.
aldar.” Fyrirlestur haldinn & fundi Félags

sveefingaleekna, Hétel Hamar, Borgarnesi, 2.

desember.

Lucas, Gavin: ‘The Viking Settlement at Hofstadir
in Myvatnssveit.” Paper presented in the session
the
conference islenska ségupingid, 18-21st May.

‘Valdamidstodvar & midoldum’, at

- ‘The ceramic revolution in Iceland, 1850-
1950.” Paper presented in the session ‘Efnis-
menning-neyslumenning’, at the conference
islenska sogupingid, 18-21st May.

- ‘Aspects of Method and Practice in Historical
Archaeology.’ Keynote speaker, Contemporary
and Historical Archaeological Theory (CHAT)
4th annual conference, University of Bristol,
10-12th November.

- ‘Archaeology and the Field.” Graduate seminar,
Dept. of Archaeology, University of Glasgow,
15th November.

Milek, Karen: ‘Houses and households in Viking
Age Iceland: viewing social change through
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