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Avarp forstédumanns

Starfsemi sjalfseignarstofnunarinnar
Fornleifastofnunar Islands hefur vaxid &
hverju ari fra stofndegi fyrir teepum aratug
sidan, en & arinu 2004 voru umsvifin svipud
og arid adur. Aukning fra fyrra ari vard um
10% og er reksturinn i godu jafnvaegi.

Steerstu verkefni arsins voru
rannsoknirnar i Skalholti, & Gasum og
bpingvollum sem o6ll eru styrkt af
Kristnihatidarsjodi, fjolpeett verkefni i S-
bingeyjarsyslu sem nytur 6ndvegisstyrks fra
Rannis og alpjédlegt verkefni um vefatgafu
fornleifagagna sem stofnunin vinnur ad
asamt nokkrum ©6drum ldéndum og nytur
studnings fra Evropusambandinu.

Alls voru 55 einstaklingar vid storf um lengri
eda skemmri tima. Unnid var ad ramlega 40
verkefnum i 6llum landsfjérdungum. Fjoldi
utgefinna ritverka var 40. Velta

stofnunarinnar var 80 mkr.

Adolf Frioriksson, forstodumadur

Foreword

After a decade of constant growth, the
activities of the Institute of Archaeology
(FSI) in 2004 were of a similar scale as in the
previous year. With some 10% increase this
year, the state of affairs is reaching a good
equilibrium.

The largest projects in 2004 were the
investigations at Skalholt, Gasir and
pingvellir, funded by the Millennium Fund;
the multi-disciplinary work in the Myvatn
area in NE-Iceland, supported by the
Icelandic Research Council (Rannis); and
through EU funds, an international project
of web portals for archaeological archives in
which the Institute participates together
with several other countries.

Altogether there were 55 employees and
other participants in FSI projects. There
were over 40 projects in all parts of Iceland
and 40 publications. The annual turnover
was 80 million kronur.

Adolf Fridriksson, director




Starfsemi og skipulag

Hlutverk Fornleifastofnunar
Fornleifastofnun islands er sjalfseignar-
stofnun og starfar eftir stadfestri skipu-
lagsskrd (Stj.tid. 1995, B 62-65, nr. 396)
samkveemt 16gum um sjodi og stofnanir nr.
19/1988. Var skrain staofest af halfu
domsmalaraduneytisins pann 7. jali 1995.
Hofst par med formleg starfsemi stofnunar-
innar, en hun toék jafnframt yfir margvislegt
rannséknarstarf sem unnid haféi verio af
adstandendum hennar allt fra arinu 1989.
Tilgangur
rannséknir og Utgafustarfsemi & svidi forn-
leifafraedi og skyldra greina. Sérstok ahersla
hefur verido 16g0 & uppbyggingarstarf, og
hafa starfsmenn stofnunarinnar komid vida
vid, s.s. vid endurskodun pjodminjalaga og
endurskipulag pjédminjavoérslu, préun og
umbeetur & aodferdafredi vid
leifaskraningu, uppgréft, umhverfismat og
gagnasyslu. Einnig hefur verid 16gd ahersla a
patt fornvistfreeda vid fornleifarannséknir,
og fjolpeett samstarf vid innlenda og erlenda

stofnunarinnar er ad efla

forn-

The Role of the Institute

Fornleifastofnun islands is an independent
charity governed by statutes (Stj.tid. 1995,
B 62-65, nr. 396) in accordance with the
Funds and Institutions Act no. 19/1988. The
statutes were confirmed by the Ministry of
Justice on 7 July 1995. That year, activities
started formally; however the FSI took over
various research activities run by the
founders of the institute since 1989.

The aim of the institute is to increase
research and publication in archaeology.
Particular emphasis is placed on develop-
ment and improvement of the working envi-
ronment of archaeologists in Iceland, such as
methodological development, survey, exca-
vation, environmental assessment and data
management. The FSI has also emphasised
international cooperation. The FSI runs a
large database of archaeological sites in
Iceland (ISLEIF) and publishes an interna-
tional journal (Archaeologia Islandica). The

FSI also runs an international fieldschool

adila. Stofnunin rekur safn rannséknargagna
og upplysinga um islenskar fornleifar (isleif)
og gefur at alpjodlegt timarit um islenskar
fornleifar og

skylt efni, Archaeologia

Islandica. Stofnunin hefur unnid viod
margvisleg fraedsluverkefni, veitir nams-
styrki og teekifaeri til starfsnams, og a

hennar vegum starfar Fornleifaskélinn, sem

veitir ungu visindafolki  pjalfun i
vettvangsrannsoknum.

Stjorn

[ stjérn stofnunarinnar sitja: Adolf

Fridriksson formadur, Gardar Guomundsson,
Gavin Lucas, Orri Vésteinsson og Mjoll
Snaesdottir. Stjornin hélt prja fundi & arinu
par sem reett var um stédu stofnunarinnar og
framtid. Lagdir voru fram arsreikningar og
peir sampykktir.

Starfslio
Arid 2004 voru 27 starfsmenn i fostu starfs-

Ilioi Fornleifastofnunar: Adolf Fridriksson,

Organization and Management

every summer.

Board of directors
Adolf
Garodar

On the board of directors are:
(Chairman),
Gudmundsson, Gavin Lucas, Mjoll Sneesdottir

Fridriksson

and Orri Vésteinsson. The Board held three
meetings in the year, discussing the current
position of the Institute and future develop-
ment. The annual accounts were presented
and accepted.

Staff

In 2004 there were 27 permanent members
of staff: Adolf
Hardardottir, Anna Eyglé Magnisdottir,
Agusta Edwald, Barbara Gudnadadttir, Colleen
Elin  Osk
Hreidarsdottir, Gardar Gudmundsson, Gavin
M. Lucas, Gudrun Alda Gisladottir, Hildur
Gestsdottir, M. Roberts, James
Stuart Taylor, Mjoll Sneesdoéttir, Oddgeir
Hansson, Oscar Aldred,

Fridriksson, Andrea

Batey, Birna Larusdottir,

Howell

Orri Vésteinsson,




Andrea  Harodardottir, Anna  Eyglo
Magnusdéttir, AgUsta Edwald, Barbara
Gudnadottir, Colleen Batey, Birna

Elin Osk Hreidarsdéttir, Gardar
Gudmundsson, Gavin M. Lucas, Gudrin Alda

Larusdottir,

Gisladottir, Hildur Gestsddttir, Howell M.
Roberts, James Stuart Taylor, Mjoll
Snaesdottir, Oddgeir Hansson, Orri
Vésteinsson, Oscar  Aldred, Olof

porsteinsdottir, Ragnar Edvardsson, RuUnar
Leifsson, Sigridur borgeirsdottir, Stefan
Olafsson, Seedis Gunnarsdottir, Uggi
FAEvarsson og bdra Pétursdéttir. Voru prettan
einstaklingar i fullu starfi en adrir i hluta-
storfum.

Auk peirra unnu vid fornleifaskraningu,
fornleifauppgroft og onnur verkefni: Arnar
Audur Hallddrsdottir,
Bruno Berson, Kathryn Lucy Blythe,
Graham Clark, Astrid Daxbock,
Felding, Gudmundur H. Jénsson, Andrew F.
Hall,
Jensson, Candice Keziah Hatherley, Katarina
Hegner, Hrénn Konradsdottir,

brainsdottir, Lilja Bjork Palsdottir, Magnus

Méar Vilhjalmsson,
Paul
Louise
Hakon

Cassian Hall, Anies Hassan,

Kristin Erla

Hallur Jénsson, Magnis A. Sigurgeirsson,
Ruth A Maher, Maria |. Reyndal, Natascha
Mehler,
Oskar  G.
Gudmundsdottir,
Susan Thomas og Jeanette Wooding.
Adolf Fridriksson er forstddumadur

Karen Milek, Freya Sadarangani,
Sveinbjarnarson, Sélveig

Stefan Skulason, Antonia

stofnunarinnar. Gavin Lucas er adstodar-
forstooumadur, Howell Magnus Roberts
Elin Osk

forn-

deildarstjori uppgraftardeildar,

Hreidarsdottir deildarstjori
leifaskraningar, Ol6f borsteinsdottir skrif-
stofustjori, Seedis Gunnarsdottir fram-
Fornleifastofnunar a
og Andrea Harodardottir er

verkefnastjori Fornleifastofnunar & Isafirdi.

kvaemdastjori
Nordurlandi

Alls voru 55 launpegar & éarinu, i 18
stoougildum.

Olsf borsteinsddttir, Ragnar Edvardsson,
Leifsson, Sigridur Pporgeirsddttir,
Stefan Olafsson, Seedis Gunnarsdottir, Uggi

Runar
Avarsson and bora Pétursdottir. Thirteen
worked full-time, others part-time. In addi-
tion, the following worked short-term on
surveys, excavation or other projects: Arnar
Vilhjalmsson, Audur Hallddrsdottir,
Bruno Berson, Kathryn Lucy Blythe,
Graham Clark, Astrid Daxbdck,
Felding, Gudmundur H. Jénsson, Andrew F.
Hall,
Jensson, Candice Keziah Hatherley, Katarina
Hegner, Hronn Konradsdottir,
brainsdottir, Lilja Bjork Palsdottir, Magnus

Mar
Paul
Louise
Hakon

Cassian Hall, Anies Hassan,

Kristin Erla

Hallur Jonsson, Magnus A Sigurgeirsson, Ruth
A Maher, Maria I. Reyndal, Natascha Mehler,
Karen Milek, Freya Sadarangani, Oskar G.
Sveinbjarnarson,

Stefan Skulason,
Jeanette Wooding.

Sélveig Gudomundsdéttir,
Antonia Susan Thomas,

The director of the institute is Adolf

Fridriksson. Gavin Lucas is assistant director,
Howell Magnus Roberts is head of depart-
ment of excavation, Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir
is head of survey, Ol6f borsteinsdéttir is
head secretary, Colleen Batey is part-time
finds manager, Seedis Gunnarsdottir is man-
ager of Fornleifastofnun in Akureyri, and
Andrea Hardadéttir is part-time project
manager of Fornleifastofnun in isafjéréur.

In all there were 55 employees on payroll,
in 18 posts.



Rekstrarreikningur

Tekjur i pus. Kr. Skipting tekna FSi 2004

Adrar tekjur 38,523 38,329

Gjold i pus. Kr. '”"'e'l‘(‘_’"

z styrkir

Arsverk 18 18 ZSW Seld

(] 14 t

Launagjold 47,976 45,256 bJ°5n1l:/S a
0

Rekstrargjold 30,559 25,588 19

Fjarfestingar 1,419 891 59 Erlendir

Heildargjold 79,954 71,753 11 styrkir

6%
Afkoma arsins

-389 6,060

Operating Summary

[ [zc0aT] [T20uar] [Shansesic] The Institute's income 2004

Income in lkr. 1000

Other income 38,523 38,329

] ) Icelandic
Expenditure in lkr. 1000 Grants Contracted
Person-years 18 18 0 43% on réc ©
Staff 47,976 45,256 SerS"l'UZeS
Operational costs 30,559 25,588 19
Foreign

Investments 1,419 891 59

. Grants
Total Expenditure 79,954 71,753 11

6%
Surplus of income over
expenditure -389 6,060




Fornleifaskraning

Fra arinu 1993 hefur Fornleifastofnun Islands
unnid ad fornleifaskraningu vida um land og
unnid jafnt og pétt ad pvi ad beeta
skraningarkerfid, geymslu og midlun gagn-
anna. Fornleifaskraningu er skipt i sveedis-,
adal- og deiliskraningu.

Sveedisskraning felst i ad taka saman gogn,
annars vegar um pekktar fornleifar og hins
vegar um atridi sem geta gefid visbendingar
um stadsetningu og edli fornleifa. A peim
grunni er lagt mat & fjolda, dreifingu og edli
menningar-minja & vidkomandi sveedi og
gerdar tillégur um verndun, nytingu og
frekari athuganir. Heppilegast er ad sveitar-
félég, hérud eda syslur sameinist um ad lata
gera sveedisskraningu, enda er pad hag-
kveemasta leidin til ad fa yfirlit um
menningarminjar og afla peirra heimilda sem
naudsynlegar eru vido adalskraningu eda
vettvangsvinnu. Nidurstada sveedisskraningar
er annars vegar skyrsla med heildarmati a
menningarminjum a athugunarsvaedinu og

The Institute started surveying archaeologi-
cal sites in 1993. Since that time, the
Institute has worked towards improving the
methods of surveying as well as the archiv-
ing and communication of the data.

The Institute approaches site survey in
the following three stages that coincide with
the three stages of planning work as it is
carried out in Iceland: regional, field and
intensive surveys.

Regional survey

In a regional survey available documentary
evidence on archaeological sites is assem-
bled and analyzed. A regional survey aims to
give a description of known archaeological
sites and evaluate the number, types and
condition of archaeological sites in the area
in question.

The outcome of a regional survey is
twofold: first,
assessment of the archaeological sites in the
entire area and suggestions of ways to pro-
tect and promote sites in the area as well as

a report with a desktop

hins vegar gagnagrunnur yfir allar peer
upplysingar sem safnad hefur verid og adal-
skraning mun sidan byggjast .

Adalskraning byggist & sveedisskraningu en
felst i vettvangsvinnu og midar fyrst og
fremst ad pvi ad stadsetja og kortleggja
fornleifar. P4 er farid a vettvang, vidtol
tekin vid stadkunnuga og gengid a alla minja-
stadi, peir skodadir og stadsettir a korti.
Toftir eru teiknadar upp og ljésmyndadar. A
peirra upplysinga er sidan ritud
skyrsla par sem gerd er grein fyrir sgu mann-
vistar og buskapar & vidkomandi sveedi, lyst
og gerdar

grunni

einkennum menningarminja
tillégur um verndun og kynningu.

Deiliskraning er nakveem rannsékn og/eda
uppmeeling a einstékum minjastédum & litlu
sveedi, t.d. par sem leggja parf mat & hvort
fjarlaegja a fornleifar med uppgrefti eda par
sem nyta & minjastadi fyrir Gtivist. Olikt
sveedis- og adalskraningu fornleifa er ekki

Archaeological Site Survey

further research. Second, a database with
all the sites in the area on which the next,
field-stage of survey can be built on.

Field survey
A field survey expands on the regional survey
by visiting all the sites in the field and mak-
ing descriptions and illustrations of them.
Before going into the field, the surveyors
interview locals in order to gather further
information about archaeological sites that
are not mentioned in documents. In the field
survey, all sites are visited and mapped then
all the ruins photographed and drawn. A
field survey report includes an overview of
the history of settlement and agriculture in
the area as well as a description of the char-
acteristics of the
Suggestions are also made regarding ways to
protect and promote sites in the area. The
aims of field survey are the same as region-
al surveys but the results are more focused
because they are based on thorough field
research.

sites in the area.



gert rad fyrir deiliskraningu & 6llum minja-

stédum. Deiliskraning er fyrst og fremst gerd

par sem verid er ad vinna deiliskipulag.
Markmid deiliskrédningar er ad fa na-

kveema yfirsyn yfir

minjar & litlum,

afmorkudum sveedum.

Umhverfismat

Vido umhverfismat eru notadar svipadar
adferdir og vid adal- og deiliskraningu. pa er
afmarkad sveedi rannsakad nakvaemlega a
vettvangi og lagt mat a ahrif fyrirhugadra
09
motvaegisadgerair.

framkveemda

um

gerdar tillogur

Sveedisskraning 2004
Arid 2004 voru sveedisskradar um

7000 fornleifar i Isleifu, gagnagrunn

Fornleifastofnunar. Um svaedis-
skraningu sau Andrea Hardardottir,
Agusta Edwald, Elin Osk
Hreidarsdottir, Sigridur
borgeirsdottir og Seedis
Gunnarsdottir. A arinu var unnin
sveedisskraning fyrir eftirtalda

An intensive survey is a more thor-
ough research project with inten-
sive mapping or even limited exca-
vation. It is only carried out on
selected sites when a more detailed
analysis is needed to facilitate
decisions about land use. Unlike
regional and field surveys, intensive survey
is not carried out on all sites; only those that
might become threatened by changing land
use - namely as a condition of planning con-
sent where a planning application has
already been made. The aim of intensive
survey is primarily to get as complete and
precise an overview as possible of all sites in
a small, defined area.

Environmental assessment

In addition to the three stages mentioned
above, the Institute of Archaeology has
worked on environmental assessments. In
environmental assessments similar methods
as in intensive survey are used. Field and
intensive survey work is carried out in a

hreppa:
Djupavogshrepp
Kolbeinsstadahrepp
Eyja- og Miklaholtshrepp
Hvitarsiouhrepp
Kjosarhrepp
hluta Siglufjardarkaupstadar

Auk pess var gerd svaedisskraning fyrir eftir-
talda baei og sveedi i tengslum vid minni
verkefni:

- Nokkrar jardir & morkum Sudur-

09
Nordur-bPingeyjarsyslu, vegna Dettifossvegar

Stada skraningar i arslok 2004
Status of survey, December 2004

4 prnd

defined area and assessment is made of the
potential influence the proposed develop-
ment might have on archaeological sites in
the specified area.

Regional survey 2004

In the year 2004 there were about 7000 sites
included in a documentary survey and regis-
tered in ISLEIF, the sites and monuments
database of the Insiturte of Archaeology. The
following people conducted documentary
survey in 2004 for the Institute: Andrea
Hardardottir, Agasta Edwald, Elin Osk
Hreidarsdottir, Sigriour Porgeirsdéttir og
Seedis Gunnarsdottir. During the year docu-
mentary survey was completed for the fol-
lowing parishes:

-
J—
pe

Adalskraningu lokid

Field survey done
Aalskraning i vinnslu

Field survey in process
Svadisskraning 1 vinnslu/lokid

Environmental assessment in
process/done




- Galtarholt i
Hnappadalssyslu
- Langanes/Eyrardalur vid Sudavik i Isa-
fjardarsyslu

Borgarbyggd i Myra- og

- Innri-Kéngsbakki i Helgafellssveit &
Snaefellsnesi

- Nokkrar jardir i Oxarfjardarhreppi i
Nordur-bingeyjarsyslu vegna skraningar &

Nordausturvegi

i arslok 2004 voru teeplega 67.000 sveedis-

skradar fornleifar i gagnagrunni

Fornleifastofnunar.

Adalskraning 2004
Arid 2004 voru adalskradir rimlega 2300
minjastadir, sem eru orlitid fleiri stadir en
skradir voru arid 2003 og hafa sjaldan verid
skradir svo margir stadir a einu ari.
Adalskraningu & steerri sveedum, s.s. |
heilum hreppum, er gjarnan skipt nidur
nokkra afanga og unnin & nokkrum arum.
Arid 2004 var hafist handa vid fimm nyja
adalskraningarafanga par sem allir minja-
stadir innan sveitarfélags eru skradir. petta

voru sveitarfélodgin
Horgarbyggo,
Siglufjardarkaupstadur og Svalbardsstrond.

Tveimur verkefnanna var lokid & arinu en hin

Hvitarsiouhreppur,
Olafsfjardarkaupstadur,

prju verda unnin i &féngum & 2-4 ara timabili.
Auk steerri skraningarverkefna voru adal-
skradar fornleifar a Hvolsvelli og neesta
a4 Narfastooum i
Krékdal i Sudur-

pingeyjarsyslu en sidasttalda verkefnid hlaut

nagrenni, fornleifar

Reykjadal og a

styrk ur Fornleifasjodi. Sjédurinn styrkti lika
skraningu & baenhtsum og kirkjum sem
einnig hlaut styrk ar Rannsoknarsjodi
Haskola islands.

Eftirtaldir unnu ad adalskraningu & arinu:
Agasta Edwald, Birna Larusdottir, Elin Osk
Hreidarsdottir, Gudrun Alda Gisladottir, Orri
Vésteinsson, Rinar Leifsson, Stefan Olafs-
son, Saedis Gunnarsdottir og Uggi Avarsson.
Steerstu adalskraningarverkefni arsins 2004

voru pessi:

Hvitarsiduhreppur
Haustid 2004 hofst fyrri
skraningar i Hvitarsiduhreppi. Skraning for

afangi adal-

Djupavogshreppur
Kolbeinsstadahreppur

Eyja- og Miklaholtshreppur
Hvitarsiduhreppur
Kjosarhreppur

part of Siglufjardarkaupstadar

Besides these, there was also documentary
surveys conducted on farms and areas in
connection with smaller projects:

- A few farms on the boundary of Sudur-
and Nordur-bkingeyjarsysla, because of
Dettifoss road

- Galtarholt in Borgarbyggd in Myra- and
Hnappadalssysla

- Langanes/Eyrardalur close to Sudavik in
isafjardarsysla

- Innri-Kongsbakki in Helgafellssveit on
Sneefellsnes

- A few farms in Oxarfjardarhreppur in

Nordur-bpingeyjarsysla

By the end of the year there was just under
67,000 sites registered in ISLEIF for which a

documentary survey had been conducted.

Field survey 2003

In 2004 there were over 2300 sites surveyed
in the field, an increase from the previous
year and rarely have so many sites been sur-
veyed in the field in one year.

Field surveys of large areas such as entire
parishes are often divided into several
stages and conducted over several seasons.
In the year 2004 five new parish-wide field
survey projects were started; these were
the communities of:
Horgarbyggad,
Siglufjardarkaupstadur og Svalbardsstrond.

Hvitarsiduhreppur,
Olafsfjardarkaupstadur,

Two of these projects were finished in one
season, while the others will be completed
over 2-4 years. Besides these, there were
also field surveys in the town of Hvolsvollur
and its environs, the farm of Narfastadir in
Reykjadalur and
bingeyjarsysla. The latter was partly subsi-

in Krokdalur in Sudur-
dized through a grant from Fornleifasjodur.
This grant, along with the Research Fund of
the University of Iceland, also supported the



fram fra midjum agust fram i midjan névem-
ber. Alls voru 716 fornleifar skrddar & 17
jordum. Heimaldnd allra jarda hreppsins
voru skrad en aeetlad er ad skra afrétt
Hvitsidunga og selldnd einstakra jarda vorid
2005 og ljuka par med skraningu i hreppnum.
Hvitarsida er blomlegt landbunadarhérad.
Mikill landbunadur hefur verid stundadur i
hreppnum i gegnum aldirnar og bera fornlei-
farnar pess merki. Flestar skrddar minjar
tengjast saudfjarbuskap med einum eda
60rum heetti svo sem stekkir, kviar, sel,
beitarhis og smalakofar. Margar minjar hafa
vikio fyrir tunraekt og nybyggingum, enda
hefur buskapur verid a ollum jordum
hreppsins par til & sidustu aratugum en sidan
pa hafa einstaka beeir farid i eydi.

Horgarbyggd
Sumarid 2004 var hafist handa vio fyrsta
afanga af premur i skraningu fornleifa i
Horgarbyggd.

vard til ar premur sveitarfélégum pegar

Sveitarfélagio Horgarbyggd

Glaesibzejarhreppur, Oxnadalshreppur og

Skriduhreppur voru sameinadir um

surveying of chapels and churches.

The following people were involved in
field survey over the year: Aglsta Edwald,
Birna Larusdottir, Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir,
Gudrun Alda Gisladottir, Orri Vésteinsson,
Runar Leifsson, Stefan Olafsson, Seedis
Gunnarsdottir and Uggi Avarsson.

The largest field survey projects of the
year were as follows:

Hvitarsiduhreppur

In the fall of 2004 the first of a two-stage
project in Hvitarsidouhreppur was conduct-
ed. Altogether 760 sites were surveyed on
17 farms. Most of the property of all the
farms in the parish were surveyed this
year, with the common lands of the parish
and the distant shielings to be surveyed in
the spring of 2005, thus completing the proj-
ect. Hvitarsida is a prosperous agriculatural
area which has a long history visible on the
sites today. Most of the sites are connected
to sheep farming in one way or another.
Many of the sites have disappeared as a
result of homefield levelling and house con-

aramoétin 2000-2001. Adur en ad sameiningu

kom hafdi lokio adal-
skraningu i Glaesibaejarhreppi og er pvi

Fornleifastofnun

stefnan nd ad skra peer fornleifar sem eftir

standa i fyrrverandi Oxnadalshreppi og
Skriduhreppi.

Sumarid 2004 voru skradar taeplega 300
fornleifar fra hreppamdérkum Arnarneshrepps
og skrddir beeir inn ad Stadartungu en par
skiptist dalurinn i Myrkardal, Barkardal og
Horgardal annars vegar en Oxnadal hins
vegar. Haldid var inn Oxnadal og par skradir
baeir vestanmegin i dalnum ad Halsi.

Skraningunni 2004 ma skipta i tvo hluta,
annars vegar var skradur fjoldi baeja par sem
enn er stundadur blémlegur buskapur enda
skilyroi géd til landbunadar.
fornleifar i

par eru flestar
kringum beei horfnar vegna
tunasléttunar og annars rasks en oft matti
finna heillegar rustir lengra fr4 bee og i
pverd6élum. Hins vegar var skradur nokkur
fjoldi eydibyla, sérstaklega i Oxnadal par
sem byggo lagdist af & fyrri hluta 20. aldar
rastir er ad finna,

og miklar jafnt i

Vandlega hladin refagildra i Gilsbakkalandi i Hvitarsiou

Well built foxtrap in Gilsbakki, Hvitarsida

struction, as most of the farms have been
continuously occupied, though a few have
been abandoned in the last decades.

Hoérgarbyggo
In the summer of 2004 the first of a three-
part survey in Hoérgarbyggd was conducted.




Baejar- og Gtihlsastaedi & Midhalsstédum, nyrst i Oxnadal. Eins og sja ma af
myndinni er nd pétt skograekt & svaedinu en hefur gamla tlnstaedinu ad mestu

verid pyrmt.

The old farmsted of Midhalsstadir, north of Oxardalur. As can be seen on the
picture, thick forest is now in the area but the homefield and ruins have most-

ly been spared.

heimatinum sem og fjarri baejum.

Olafsfjordur

[ juli arid 2004 var adalskradur fyrri
afangi af tveimur i Olafsfirdi. Samtals
voru um 170 fornleifar skradar medfram
nordvestanverdum firdinum, fra Fossdal
ad Kviabekk. Azetlad er ad
skraningu ljaki sumarid 2005.

suour

Jardirnar sem skradar voru sumarid
2004 eru yfirleitt ekki landmiklar pott
drjagstoérir dalir fylgi sumum beirra.
Gréflega ma skipta svaedinu sem skrad
var i tvennt. Annars vegar eru Kleifarnar,
byggdaklasi sem er fast vestan vid
sjalfan Olafsfjordinn (spdlkorn nordur
af porpinu), par sem land skiptist milli
Ytri-Ar og Sydri-Ar. Hins vegar eru jardir
sem eru inn af firdinum, vestan og
innan vid Olafsfjardarvatn. Gardur og
Audnir eru rétt vestan vid vatnid en
poroddsstadir, Hrutholl, Hringverskot og
Kviabekkur eru sudsudvestar, austan i
péroddsstadafjalli (Audnahyrnu). Dalir
tilheyra Gardi og Kviabekk en beeirnir
par & milli eiga land fra Olafsfjardara
upp a fjallsegg.

The community derives from the recent
amalgamation of three
Glaesibeejarhreppur, Oxnadalshreppur and
Skriduhreppur in 2001. Prior to this, the FSI
had already completed a survey in one of

these parishes (Glaesibaejarhreppur).

parishes,

Stekkjartoft i landi Kviabekkjar, nordur og upp af tani.

Ruins of stekkur just outside the homefield in Kviabekkur, Olafsfjéraur

In 2004, just under 300 sites were sur-
veyed.

The survey in 2004 covered two types of
land; the first was in areas still under culti-
vation. There, most of the sites closest to
the farm had disappeared because of
homefield levelling or other activity,
but ruins could still be found further
away and along tributary valleys. The
second was in deserted areas, especial-
ly common in Oxnadalur, where large
numbers of settlements were aban-
doned in the earlier part of the 20th
century. Here there were many ruins,
both in the homefields and further
afield.

Olafsfjorour

In july 2004 the first part of a two-year
field survey took place. Altogether c.
170 sites were surveyed along the
northwestern fjord from Fossdalur to
Kviabekkur. The farms were usually not
large properties even though they may



Siglufjardarkaupstadur
(Hvanneyrarhreppur)

Haustid 2004 foér fram fyrsti afangi forn-
leifaskraningar af fjérum i Hvanneyrarhreppi
yfir
Siglufjardarkaupstad og nagrenni. Alls voru

hinum forna en hann tekur
skradir um 150 minjastadir a fimm joroum.
Annars vegar voru pad prjar jardir nyrst og
vestast i hreppnum par sem margvislegar
minjar var ad finna, baedi sem tengjast land-
0og sjosokn. A pessu sveedi er
undirlendi fremur takmarkad en hey-

skaparlénd hafa verid mest i Engidal og Ulfs-
doélum sem ganga upp i landid fra strondinni.

Hins vegar voru skradir tveir beeir sem st6du

bunadi

par hefur
asynd lands breyst mikido a 20. 6ld vegna
uppbyggingar og er fatt um 6skemmdar

par sem kaupstadarlandid er nu.

minjar. Siglufjoréur fékk verslunarrét-
tindi 1818 og 6x jafnt og pétt eftir paod,
fyrst sem midst6d hakarlaveida en sidar
sem sildveidibaer eins og freegt er ordid.
Midad er vid ad skraningu i 6llum
hreppnum ljiki sumar eda haust 2007.

have owned long tributary valleys.
There were two main areas. The first
was Kleifarnar, an area of nucleated
farms centred on two properties, Ytria
and Svdria, on the western side of the
north of the town
Olafsfjorour. The second was the area

around lake Olafsfjérdurvatn at the

fjord and

bottom of the fjord. The farms Gardur
and Auonir are just west of the lake,
béroddsstadir, Hrutholl,
Hringverskot og Kviabekkur are to the
south-southwest,
bporoddsstadafjall. The tributary valleys in
the area belong to the biggest farms Garour
and Kviabekkur but all the farms between
them have land from the river Olafsfjardara

while

east of Mount

up to the mountain top.

Siglufjordur

In the autumn of 2004 a field survey was
started in Siglufjordur, North-lceland. The
plan is to complete the survey in 2007 but at
this first stage a total of about 150 sites was
surveyed on five farms. Three of these are

Svalbardsstrandarhreppur

Skraning i Svalbardsstrandarhreppi for fram i
tveimur aféngum sumarid 2004, annars vegar
i juni og hins vegar i agust. Voru alls skradar
um 300 fornleifar & 17 joroum. Byggdin i
hreppnum er utan i vestanverdri Vadlaheidi
og eftir ad menn féru ad nota storvirkar
vinnuvélar til sléttunar hefur reektunin teygt
sig nokkud upp i heidina.

| Svalbardsstrandarhreppi hefur geysilegur
fjoldi minja ordid tansléttun ad brad, og er
pad einna helst sékum mikillar kartdflu-
reektar sem var stundud a svaedinu neer alla
20. oldina pott vidast hafi dregid alveg ar
henni & sidustu arum. Tun hafa nd vida verid
reektud par sem kartdflur uxu adur, en langt

Gamli baerinn a Meyjarhéli & Svalbardsstrond. Leifar baejarhisanna ur torfi,
grjéti og timbri eru best vardveittu leifar eldri baejarhisa & pessu sveedi og i

beenum var buid fram til 1956.

The old farm in Meyjarholl, Svalbardsstrond. The farm was built from turf, tim-
ber and stone and was lived in until 1956

located in the northwestern part of the area
and on them, many different types of site
can be found, both linked to agriculture and
fishing. In this area lowland is limited and
most of the hay was acquired from two trib-
utary valleys, Engidalur and Ulfsdalir. The
other two farms were located where the
fishing town of Siglufjérour now stands.
There, the landscape has changed dramati-
cally with the growth of the town and very
few sites are well-preserved. Siglufjérour
obtained its trade licence in 1880 and grew




er sidan minjar & slikum stédum voru
plaegdar i burtu.

toftirnar a
svaedinu er annars vegar ad finna vid sjoinn

Margar athyglisverdustu
par sem enn eru minjar eftir sjésékn ibu-
anna og hins vegar uppi i Vadlaheidi, ofan

tana. Par eru nokkrar seljatoftir sem enn

Baenhusaskraning. Gamli kirkjugardurinn i Hasavik i Nordur-
Mulasyslu en sjérinn hefur brotid af sudurenda gardsins.

into the southern edge of the churchyard.

stundadur
hefdbundinn buaskapur i hreppnum pé
ad hann hafi dregist saman a sidustu

eru greinilegar. Enn er

arum og hefur mikid verid byggt af
ibudarhdsum i hreppnum enda algengt
ad Svalbardsstrendingar saeki vinnu til
Akureyrar.

Baenhusaskraning

Sumarid 2004 var unnid ad skraningu
baenhlsa og kirkna. Skrad voru gudshuis
i Sunnlendinga- og
Austfirdingafjordoungi og er skraningu a
sveedoum ad mestu lokid.
Verkefnid felst i skraningu & kirkjuleifum um
allt land til a0 fa heildsteett yfirlit um
stadsetningu og dreifingu kirkna og beenhusa
og kortleggja peer leifar sem enn eru syni-
legar & yfirbordi. Asetlad er ad um 1100
kirkjur og baenhas hafi verid & islandi &

baoum

steadily thereafter - first as a centre for
shark fishing, but latterly through the her-
ring industry.

Svalbardsstrandarhreppur

The survey in
Svalbardsstrandarhreppur was done in
two parts during the summer of 2004,
the first part in June and the second in
August. Approximately 300 sites were
The settle-
ments are located on the western side
of Vadlaheidi but, since the introduc-
tion of agricultural machinery, field
systems have extended up the sides of
the heath.

In Svalbardsstrandarhreppur a large
number of sites have been levelled due
to potato cultivation during the 20th
century, though in many places this
has since declined and these fields are
now used for growing hay.

recorded on 17 farms.

Many of the most interesting sites
in the area are to be found either by
the sea, where there are extensive

Klyppstadir in Lodmundarfjordur: The area is now totally abandoned but the chur

remains of fishing stations, or up by the
heath, above the fields where ruins shiel-
ings are untouched. In the parish agriculture
is still practiced, although it has diminished

Baenhusaskraning. Klyppstadir i Lodmundarfirdi: Oll byggd hefur lagst af i
Loomundarfirdi en gomlu kirkjunni er haldid vid ad einhverju leyti.

still maintained by locals in the area.

The old churchyard in Hasavik, Nordur-Milasysla. The sea is eating



midoldum. bau gégn sem hefur verid safnad
verda notud til ad varpa ljési & hvad rédi
upphaflegri stadsetningu gudshusa, hvort
paer forsendur breyttust i kjolfar midalda og
hvada samhengi er a milli gudshdsa og skipu-
lags byggdarinnar. Verkid er samvinnu-

verkefni Haskdla {slands og
Fornleifastofnunar islands og var fjarmagnad
af  Rannsoknarsjodi islands,

Fornleifasjodi og Fornleifastofnun Islands.

Héaskoéla

Krékdalur
[ agust 2004 for fram adalskraning & Krokdal
i Sudur-pingeyjarsyslu. Verkio var fjar-
magnad af Fornleifasjodi og Fornleifastofnun.
Skraningarsveedid var afmarkad af
Sudurarhrauni og Hrafnabjorgum ad nordan
og Kidagili ad sunnan. Auk Krdkdals voru
Oxnadalur, Sandmuladalur og Grafarlénd
vestari kénnud & vettvangi.

Grédurleifar syna ad samfelldur grodur
hefur verid i botni Krékdals og par eru a
nokkrum  stédum  visbendingar um
mannabyggd, baedi érnefni og fornleifar,

en auk peirra eru til pj6dsogur um byggd a

somewhat in the last years; there are also
a lot of new houses being built and it is
common for people to work in Akureyri.

Chapel Survey

In the summer of 2004 a survey of all
chapels and churches was conducted in
the southern and eastern quarters of the
country and almost completed. The aim
of the project is to survey church and
chapel remains all over Iceland in order to
map their location and distribution and
plan the remains that are still visible on the
It has been estimated that c.100
such structures existed in the Middle Ages in
Iceland. The survey data being collected will

surface.

shed light on the factors controlling location
and whether this changed after the Middle
Ages as well as the connection to the organ-
ization of settlements. It is a joint project of
the University of Iceland and Institute of
Archaeology and was financed by the
Research Fund of the University of Iceland,
Fornleifasjédur and the
Archaeology, Iceland.

Institute of

dalnum. Byggdaleifar pessar eru um 400 m
yfir sjavarmali en pad er svipud heed og
haestu byggd bél & Islandi & seinni dldum, &
Holsfjollum og M6drudal. Sydstu byggda-
leifarnar a Krékdal eru teplega 100 km fra
sj6 og hefur ekkert byggt bél & islandi verid
svo langt fra sjé & seinni 6ldum. Adeins a
Jokuldal og vid Hvitarvatn eru fornar
byggdaleifar amota langt inn i landi.

Ofugt vid neer allar eydibyggdir & halend-
inu eda i halendisjadri hafdi engin skipuleg
fornleifaskraning fario fram & Krokdal fyrir
sumarid 2004. Fornleifar par liggja undir
skemmdum vegna uppblasturs og pvi brynt
verkefni ad stadsetja paer og lysa peim svo
haegt verdi ad bjarga peim fra frekari eyod-
ingu.  Nidurstdéour fornleifaskraningar a
Krékdal 2004 syna ad a dalnum sjalfum hafi

Helgastadir a Krokdal, rofabard i beejarhol.

Erosion of the farm of Helgastadir in Kréksdalur.

Krékdalur

In August 2004, a field survey was conducted
in Krékdal
project was financed by Fornleifasjédur and

in Sudur-bingeyjarsyslur. The

the Institute of Archaeology. The survey area
limited to  Sudurarhraun and
Hrafnabjorg in the north and Kidagil in the
south.

was

Beides Krokdalur, Oxnadalur,
Sandmuladalur and western Grafarlond were
investigated in the field.

Vegetation

extensive vegetation all along the bottom of

patches indicate former




verio buid & ad minnsta kosti fjorum stédum.
Su byggd hefur lagst af snemma, 6rugglega
fyrir 13. o6ld, og veentanlega ekki stadid
lengi, i mesta lagi tveer aldir og sennilega
mun skemur.

Hvolsvdllur

i tengslum vid endurskodun adalskipulags
Rangarpings eystra foru forsvarsmenn pess &
leit vid Fornleifastofnun islands ad gerd yrai
adalskraning & Hvolsvelli, eina péttbylis-
kjarna sveedisins. Kauptunid Hvolsvollur er
byggt Gr landi Stérélfshvols og pvi var
akvedid ad adalskra allar fornleifar innan
jardarinnar og hjaleigna hennar.

Landslag Hvolsvallar og nagrennis ein-
kennist af flatlendi sem er vel fallid til raekt-
unar. A sidustu aratugum hefur asynd lands
a4 sveedinu tekid storfelldum breytingum

Leifar vorslugards rétt utan vid Hvolsvoll.

Remains of a boundary close to the town of Hvolsvollur.

the valley and in a few places there are signs
of human settlement, both in the form of
place names and ruins as well as being men-
tioned in folk tales. These ruins are ¢.400m
above sea level which is of similar elevation
to the highest known settlement in the later
Middle Ages in Holsfjoll and Mdédrudalur. The
southernmost
Krékdalur are just less than 100km from the
coast and no other settlement is known so

settlement remains in

vegna tunasléttunar og framreeslu. Auk pess
hafa tio abuendaskipti valdid pvi ad heim-
ildir um minjar eru fateeklegri en vida
annarsstadar 0g tynd.
Adalskraning skiladi po 105 minjastdooum
sem var ruamlega helmings aukning fra

o6rnefni  morg

svaedisskraningu.

Narfastadir

A Narfastodum i Reykjadal hefur um arabil
verid rekin ferdapjonusta sem er i érum vexti.
Hafdi Unnsteinn Ingason, ferdapjonustubondi
hug & ad lata adalskra fornleifar & jordinni
og i Narfastadaseli
upplysingarnar til ad midla frodleik um ségu

svo ad nota meetti

jardarinnar og sveitarinnar til feréamanna.
Verkefnid fékk styrk ar Kisilglursjodi a
vormisseri 2004 og for Unnsteinn pess & leit
ad stofnunin teeki ad sér fornleifaskraningu a
jordinni. Verkio var
unnid i agust 2004
og voru pa allar
fornleifar i landi
Narfastada og

Narfastadasels

far inland in the
later Middle Ages
and only in

Jokuldalur and by
Hvitarvatn can such
inland settlements
be found.

In  contrast to
almost all other
highland deserted
settlements, no sys-

tematic survey had

been done in
Krékdalur before
the summer of

2004. The archaeology here is under threat
from erosion and there is some urgency to
locate and record the sites in order to help
preserve them. The conclusion of this year's
survey is that there were at least four major
farms or settlements; these were abandoned
early, certainly before the 13th century and
their occupation was probably of limited
duration - less than two centuries.



skradar, samtals 100 talsins.
Fornleifar & Narfastooum mynda skemmti-
lega heild og eru étrulega margar peirra vel

vardveittar pratt fyrir umrét sem fylgir jafnan
buskap, s.s. tanasléttun. bar eru jafnt rastir
hasa sem voru i notkun langt fram eftir 20.
6ld sem og toftir og gardléog sem geetu
hugsanlega verid allt fra fyrstu 6ldum
byggdar. Morg peirra hafa ekki einungis
pydingu innan Narfastadalands heldur fyrir
sdgu héradsins i heild. Var pad nidurstada
skraningarinnar ad kynning minjastadanna
fyrir almenningi geeti aukid mjog & gildi
ferdapjonustu og Gtivistar & jordinni.

| &rslok 2004 hefur Fornleifastofnun alls
skrad um 18.600 fornleifar a vettvangi.

Deiliskraning 2004

Fornleifastofnun islands deiliskradi fjélda
minni sveeda arid 2004. | flestum tilfellum
var um ad reeda litla, afmarkada reiti par
sem fornleifaskraningar var krafist til ad fa
deiliskipulag sampykkt. Einnig voru skradar
heilar jardir i peim tilgangi ad nyta forn-

leifar i
deiliskraningu sau Adolf Fridriksson, Birna
Larusdottir, Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir, Gudrdn
Alda Gisladéttir,
Gunnarsdottir og Uggi Avarsson.

framtidarskipulagi jarda. Um

Oddgeir Hansson, Seedis

Slikar skraningar voru gerdar vegna

skipulags sumarbustadalands:

- Hrifunes i Vestur-Skaftafellssyslu ad

beidni Landforms fyrir landeiganda.

- Kongsbakki a Snaefellsnesi ad beidni
Honnunar fyrir landeigendur.
- Galtarholt i Borgarbyggd i Myra- og

Hnappadalssyslu ad beidni Stafna & milli
ehf.

breytts skipulags i péttbyli:

- Bessastadahreppur, fimm deiliskipulags-
reitir.

- Arborg, tveir deiliskipulagreitir &
Eyrarbakka.

- Eyrardalur, deiliskipulagsreitur & Langeyri

i landi Eyrardals i Sudavikurhreppi.

Hvolsvollur
In connection to a new development plan for
Rangarping eystra, the Institute of
Archaeology

Hvolsvéllur, the only town in the area. The

was asked to survey
town of Hvolsvéllur lies on the property of
the farm of Storolfshvols and, therefore, it
was decided to survey all sites on the farm
and its smaller subdivisions.

The landscape of Hvolsvollur and its envi-
rons is characterised by flatlands, well-suit-
ed for cultivation and in the
decades, the landscape has changed dramat-
ically because of levelling and drainage. A

last few

high turn-over of population has meant that
local knowledge is poorer than in other
places and many place names have been for-
gotten. The field survey located 105 sites,
twice the amount identified from documen-
tary survey.

Narfastadir

In Narfastadir in Reykjadalur there is a farm
hotel that is rapidly expanding. In connec-
tion with this expansion, the owner commis-

sioned a survey of sites on the farm and its
shieling, in order to communicate the histo-
ry of the farm and the area as a whole to
guests grant
(Kisilglarsjodur) was awarded and in the

and tourists. A local
spring of 2004, the Institute was asked to
conduct the survey; this was done in August
and altogether 100 sites were recorded.

The sites in Narfastadir exhibit a wide
range of types, despite modern disturbance
through improvement, including remains of
houses used well into the 20h century down
to boundaries which may have been estab-
lished during the first centuries of settle-
ment in the area. Many of the sites have not
only local, but regional significance. It was
concluded that information for the public
and tourists on the sites would enhance
appreciation of the heritage and the land-
scape.

By the end of 2004 the Institute had sur-
veyed 18,600 sites in the field.




skogreektar:
- Hellir i Olfusi ad beidni Arborgar fyrir
Skogreektarfélag Selfoss.

verkefna
prju
matsverkefni. Pau unnu Adolf Fridriksson,

Auk ofangreindra
Fornleifastofnun

vann
umhverfis-

Gudran Alda Gisladottir, Runar Leifsson,
Seedis Gunnarsdottir og Uggi Avarsson.
Umhverfismat var gert vegna:

- Dettifossvegar fra Myvatnséreefum i
Asbyrgi ad beidni Vegagerdarinnar &
Akureyri.

- Linusteedis fyrir alver vid Reydarfjéro,
fyrir Landsvirkjun.

- Nordausturvegar fra Sveltingi ad Brekku i
Oxarfjardarhreppi (adur Prestholahreppi)
i Nordur-bingeyjasyslu fyrir Vegagerdina &
Akureyri.

Intensive survey 2004
The
intensive surveys in many delimited areas in
2004. In most cases, the restricted areas
were proposed development areas. Also

Institute of Archaeology conducted

entire farms were surveyed so that the
archaeology could be incorporated in future
development plans. The following people
were involved in intensive surveys in 2004:
Adolf Fridriksson, Birna Larusdéttir, Elin Osk
Hreidarsdottir, Gudrun Alda Gisladottir,
Oddgeir Hansson, Seedis Gunnarsdéttir and
Uggi Avarsson.

Such surveys were done because of:
Summerhouse planning:

- Hrifunes in Vestur-Skaftafellssysla at the
request of Landform on behalf of the
landowner.

- Kongsbakki in Snaefellsnes at the request
of Honnun on behalf of landowners.

- Galtarholt in Borgarbyggd in Myra- og
Hnappadalssyslur at the request of Stafna &
milli ehf.

Development in densely populated areas:
- Bessastadahreppur, 5 new proposed
development areas were surveyed

- Arborg, 2 new proposed development
areas were surveyed in Eyrarbakki

- Eyrardalur, a new proposed development
area was surveyed in Langeyri in Eyrardalur

in Sudavikurhreppur.

Forestry:
- Hellir in Olfus at the request of Arborgar
on behalf of Skégreektarfélag Selfoss.

Environmental Assessment 2004

Besides the aforementioned, the Institute
worked on three environmental assessments.
The following personnel were involved:
Adolf Fridriksson, Gudrun Alda Gisladéttir,
Ranar Leifsson, Seedis Gunnarsdéttir and
Uggi Avarsson. Environmental assessments

were conducted because of:

- Dettifoss
Asbyrgi at the request of Vegagerdin in
Akureyri.

road from Myvatnsoreaefi to



- Electricity line associated with the alu-
minium factory at Reydarfjordur, on behalf
of Landsvirkjun.

- Nordaustur road from Sveltingur to Brekka
in Oxarfjardarhreppur in Nordur-
bpingeyjasysla on behalf of Vegagerdin in
Akureyri.




Uppgreftir

Danskur gullpeningur fra

1714

Gold coin from Denmark

1714

FORNLEIFAUPPGROFTUR | SKALHOLTI

Verkefnisstjorn: Gavin Lucas, Barbara Gudnadottir,
Mjoll Sneesdéttir og Orri Vésteinsson
Uppgraftarstjéri: Gavin Lucas

Starfsmenn vid uppgroft: Andrew Hall, Audur
Halldérsdottir, Aglsta Edwald, Birna Larusdottir,
Candy Hatherley, Cassian Hall, Dmitri Tarat, Elin
Hreidarsdottir, Lilja Bjork Palsdottir, Mjoll
Sneesdottir, Oskar G. Sveinbjarnarson, Sigridur
porgeirsdéttir, Solveig Gudmundsdoéttir Beck og

George Hambrecht (CUNY)

Sumarid 2004 var unnid pridja arid i rod
ad fornleifarannséknum a biskupssetrinu
og skélanum i Skalholti. Verkefnid er ad
mestu kostad af Kristnihatidarsjédi og
unnid i samstarfi vid Skalholtsstad,
pjédminjasafn Islands og City University
of New York (CUNY).
AdalrannsOknarsveedid er par sem
stadarhis & biskupssetrinu og skolinn
stédu. Tveir kdnnunarskurdir voru teknir
i brekkunni sudur af stadnum, en

Excavation

athugun 2003 hafdi synt ad par voru sorphaugar
fra byggdinni. A 68rum stadnum var staekkadur
skurdur, sem opnadur haféi verid arid adur, til
ad safna saman dyrabeinum sem mikid var af.
A hinum stadnum var gerdur skurdur til ad
skoda snid gegnum sorphauginn naleegt
adaldyrum ad sunnan.

A adalrannsoknarsveedinu voru einkum
rannsakadar minjar fra 17.-19. éld. A nokkrum
stddum voru enn eftir leifar baejarhisa fra 20.
6ld, og voru paer ad mestu fjarleegdar. Lokid var
vinnu a nordanverdum austurhluta
beejarsteedisins, par sem skdlahtsin og nokkur
geymsluhis voru, og matti sja morg notkunar-
skeid i mérgum hisanna. A pessu svaedi hefur
verid grafid nidur & 16g sem atlad er ad séu fra
pvi um 1630/50. Vitad er ad pa voru innhdsin
og skolahusin endurbyggd ad miklu leyti eftir
mikinn eldsvoda. Par fyrir nedan ma sja
ummerki um eldri byggingar og virdist fyrir-
komulag og husaskipan med allt 63ru méti held-
ur en var eftir 1630. A beaejarstaedinu vestan-

EXCAVATION AT SKALHOLT

Project Managers: Gavin Lucas, Barbara Gudnadéttir,
Mjoll Sneesdottir and Orri Vésteinsson

Field Director: Gavin Lucas

Field Team: Andrew Hall, Audur Halldérsdéttir, Agus-
ta Edwald, Birna Larusdottir, Candy Hatherley,
Cassian Hall, Dmitri Tarat, Elin Hreidarsdottir, Lilja
Bjork Palsdottir, Mjoll Snaesdottir, Oskar G.
Sveinbjarnarson, Sigridur Pporgeirsdottir, Solveig
Gudmundsdoéttir Beck and George Hambrecht
(CUNY).

In the summer of 2004, a third season of
archaeological investigations at the Episcopal
manor and school of Skalholt was conducted.
The project is core funded by the Icelandic
Millennium Fund (Kristnihatidarsjodur), and
operates in collaboration with the see of
Skalholt, the National Museum of Iceland and
the City University of New York (CUNY). The
main excavation area is centred on the resi-
dential complex and school, but two smaller
trenches were cut on the southern slopes

where midden deposits had been located in
2003. One of the midden trenches extended an
area opened the previous season to recover
more of a bone-rich dump, while another, larg-
er trench was cut to establish a sequence
through the midden close to the southern door

Oskar Sveinbjarnarson teiknar upp herbergi fra 17. 6ld

Oskar Sveinbjarnarson planning a 17th century room



Taflmadur ar tré sem fannst i gongunum

Wooden gaming piece found in the corridor

verdu er enn verid
ad grafa fram minj-
ar fra ymsum tima-
bilum. Nyrst er
verio ad grafa upp
leifar af baenum fra
19. 6ld, nema f aust-
ustu hdsunum tveim
(skrifstofu og
békaskemmu), par
sem komid er nidur
a log frd 17. og 18.
old. Sydst a pessum
hluta
svaedisins er unnid

rannsoknar-

ad uppgrefti tveggja
hasa fra 17./18.
6ld, og er annad
peirra tralega eld-
has.
Margir mjog merkir gripir fundust & pessu
i gbng-
unum léngu. par & medal var taflmadur ar tré,

ari, einkum gripir Ur lifreenum efnum

utskorid hnifsskaft og heill, ofinn vettlingur.
Annars stadar fundust fleiri myntir, par 4 medal

sjaldgeefur tveggja rikisdala peningur Gr gulli,
sleginn fyrir Fridrik IV. (1714), og taskildingur
fra Braunsweig med artalinu 1648. Fyrir utan
pessa gripi fannst sem fyrr geysimikid af brot-
um Ur leirkerum, glerilatum, kritarpipum og
ymsir hlutir ar malmi og lifreenum efnum.
Gripasafnid Ur pessum uppgrefti stefnir i ad
verda eitt hid mesta og fjolbreyttasta ar upp-
grefti & minjum fra sidari 6ldum & Islandi, eins
og vid er ad buast & sliku hofudbdli.

Medal pess athyglisverdasta sem i 1jos kom i
sumar er hvernig adskilnadur fér vaxandi milli
vestari og eystri hluta stadarhusa eftir pvi sem
a leid. Svo virdist sem & 17. old hafi verio
audvelt ad ganga milli skélans annars vegar og
vistarvera biskups, bdkasafns og annarra her-
bergja, hins vegar. Vida voru dyr og gangar sem
audveldudu for parna & milli. En pegar kemur
fram a 18. old voru pessir tveir hlutar
stadarhusa pvi neer alveg adskildir, pvi ad
hladid hafdi verid upp i dyr og gong. Til ad
tulka pessar breytingar Gt fra félagslegum og
poélitiskum hreeringum innan stadarins mun
purfa studning af 6llum tegundum heimilda,
fornleifafraedilegra og ritadra, sem notast er

of the main complex.

Most of the excavation in the main area
focused on remains from the 17th to 19th cen-
turies, but in several places, traces of the 20th
century farm were still surviving and these
were, more or less, completed this season.
Work was completed on the northern part of
the eastern wing of the settlement, which
included the school rooms and various stores,
and many of the rooms showed several phases
of occupation. Excavation has stopped here at
what is believed to be the 1630/50 levels of
the site, when, after a great fire, the manor
and school was largely rebuilt. Beneath this
level however, traces of earlier structures are
visible and suggestive of a completely different
layout to the post-1630 one. The western wing
of the settlement is still at various stages of
excavation; in the northern part, remains of
the 19th century farm are still being excavat-
ed, except for the two easternmost rooms
(office and library), which have reached 17th
and 18th century levels. In the southern part of
this area, two 17th/18th century rooms are

still under excavation, one of which is probably
the kitchen.

Many spectacular finds were recovered this
year, especially organic artifacts from the main
corridor including a wooden gaming piece, a
carved knife handle and complete woven mit-
ten. Elsewhere,
found, including a rare gold two rixdollar of
Frederik IV (1714) and a 2 shilling piece from
Brunswig dated 1648. Besides these finds,
there was the usual abundance of pottery,

several more coins were

glassware, clay pipes and variety of metal and
organic objects. The finds assemblage from
this excavation in general promises to be
among the most substantial and varied for a
post-medieval site in Iceland as one would
expect from such a high status settlement.
One of the key revelations of this season's
excavations has been the recognition of an
increasing segregation between the western
and eastern wings of the settlement. In the
17th century, it seems access between the
school on the one hand and Bishop”s rooms,
library and other rooms on the other was fairly




vid innan sogulegrar fornleifafraedi.

open,

with many connecting passages,

but by the 18th century, the two

wings had become almost com-

pletely segregated internally as doorways and
passages were blocked. Interpreting these
developments in terms of the social and politi-
cal dynamics of the settlement will require
drawing on all the resources - archaeological
and textual - that historical archaeology has to
offer.

Yngra stig syruklefa

Whey store in its later phase



PINGMINJARANNSOKNIR

Verkefnisstjorar: Adolf Fridriksson og Dr. Sigurdur
Lindal.

Uppgraftarstjori: Howell M. Roberts

Uppmeelingar: Gardar Gudmundsson

Starfsmenn vid uppgroft: Gudrdn Alda Gisladottir,
Ranar Leifsson, Freya Sadarangani, James Taylor,
Antonia Thomas, Alex Sanmark, Emma Jane Baxter

og Magnus Jonsson.

Arid 2004 var pridja ar verkefnisins binghald ad
fornu. Kristnihatidarsjodur styrkir rannsoknirnar.
Markmid peirra er ad rannsaka minjar um ping-
hald & islandi, kanna aldur peirra og astand,
athuga skipulag pingstada, stadsetningu og
préun.

Arid 2004 var rannsoknum haldid
afram & Biskupshdlum og ad auki opnad svaedi
4 Midmundatuni.
vardveittar byggingaleifar og peer elstu eru lik-
lega fra 10. 6ld. A Biskupshélum er mjég stort

parna eru margar vel

og fornt mannvirki, sem enn sér adeins i ad litlu
leyti. Yfir pessu stéra mannvirki eru leifar yngri
minja. Ovist er um hlutverk peirra, en peer geetu
verid budaleifar par sem engir gripir eda énnur
ummerki fundust er gefa til kynna ad par hafi
stadid Gtihls eda baejarleifar. | naesta rann-
soknarafanga verdur uppgraftarsveedio & Biskups-
holum steekkad enn til sudurs og gerdar frekari
rannséknir & Midmundatdni. Auk rannsékna &
Pingvollum var athugunum & vorpingstddum
haldid afram. Ad pessu sinni voru meeldar upp
minjar & Leidarholi i Reykjadal og i bingey i
Skjélfandafljoti. Oljost er hvort toftabrotin hja
Leidarhdli séu pingminjar, en Gti i bingey eru enn
vardveittar téftaradir sem minna & meintar ping-
budatoftir & 68rum héradspingstédum. A naestu
arum er fyrirhugad ad halda &fram uppmeelingu
vorpingstada og kanna aldur mannvirkja i pingey
med takmérkudum uppgrefti.

Horft yfir uppgraftarsveedio
a bingvollum til nordves-
turs

Excavation in bingvellir, fac-
ing northwest

IRON AGE ASSEMBLIES IN ICELAND

Project Managers: Adolf Fridriksson and Dr. Sigurdur
Lindal.

Field Director: Howell M. Roberts

Principal Surveyor: Gardar Gudmundsson

Field Team: Gudran Alda Gisladéttir, Ranar Leifsson,
Freya Sadarangani, James Taylor, Antonia Thomas,
Alex Sanmark, Emma Jane Baxter and Magnus

Jénsson.

2004 saw the third year of the Assembly proj-
ect in Iceland. The aim of the project is to
study the layout of alleged assembly sites, the
types of structures, chronology and their
development.

Excavation continued in

bingvellir, the General Assembly. The excava-

tion focuses on Biskupsholar, which is the area
between bingvellir church and the eastern
bank of Oxaréa River. At Biskupsholar, an excep-
tionally big structure, probably dating back to
the 11th-12th century, is being uncovered. On
top of it there is a cluster of smaller buildings,
but their date and function remains unknown.
Another excavation area was opened in the
homefield south of Ppingvellir farm, in
Midmundartin where sub-rectangular, booth-
like structures have been uncovered. It
remains to be seen whether these belong to
the farming history at bingvellir, or are part of
the assembly site. The project was funded by
the Millennium Fund.




FORNLEIFAUPPGROFTUR A GASUM

Vid uppgroftinn  unnu: Howell Roberts, Orri
Vésteinsson (Hi), Oddgeir Hansson, James Taylor,
Freya Sadarangani, Bruno Berson, Hrafnkell
Hallmundsson, Jen Wooding, Louise Felding, Lilja
Bjork Palsdottir, Ramona Harrison (CUNY), Agusta
Edwald, Runar Leifsson, Antonia Thomas, Kathryn

Blythe and Paul Clark.

Fornleifastofnun [slands vann rannséknarupp-
groft fyrir Minjasafnio a4 Akureyri ad Gasum i
Eyjafirdi, & tiu vikna timabili fra 28. juni til 3.
september 2004. Verkinu stjornudu Howell
Roberts (sveedi A) og Orri Vésteinsson (svaedi
B). Vid verkid unnu milli 7 og 14 manns, og voru
alls unnin 96 vikuverk vid uppgroft. Urvinnsla
uppgraftargagna og fragangur mun fara fram
naestu manudi.

Uppgrofturinn 2004 var fjéroi afangi
rannsoknarverkefnis sem standa a i 6 ar. betta
nyju  upp-
graftarsveedi, sem neer yfir kirkju og kirkjugaro
(sveedi B) og einnig var haldid afram rannsokn

ar beindist rannséknin ad

a adalrlstasvaedinu (sveedi A). Alls hafa um pad
bil 1050 m2 verid grafnir upp ad fullu eda ad
nokkru leyti (um pad bil 600 m2 & sveedi A og
um pad bil 450 m2 & sveedi B).

Vel vidradi allt sumarid og gekk verkido mjog
vel. Fleiri einingar en nokkru sinni voru skil-
greindar og grafnar upp. A sveaedi A voru skrad
og grafin 650 16g eda einingar til viobodtar, og
hafa pvi verid kannadar par um 1750 einingar
alls. bar vid beettist ad um 114 I6g eda einingar
voru skrad og grafin & sveedi B. Eins og fyrri ar
var hver eining skrad fyrir sig og peer grafnar
upp ad fullu, i réttri jardlagardo.

BUdir (Sveedi A)

petta ar var haldid afram & sveedi pvi sem
opnad var 2003. bpar er pyrping nidurgrafinna
buda sem tengjast innbyrdis, og eru allar taldar
fra sidari hluta 14. aldar. Sja matti ad pessar
buadir héfou verid endurbyggdar, gert vid paer
0g peim breytt margsinnis, og er pad i gédu
samraemi vid pa talkun ad pessi mannvirki hafi

EXCAVATION AT GASIR

Staff: Howell Roberts, Orri Vésteinsson (Hi), Oddgeir
Hansson, James Taylor, Freya Sadarangani, Bruno
Berson, Hrafnkell Hallmundsson, Jen Wooding,
Louise Felding, Lilja Bjork Palsdottir, Ramona
Harrison (CUNY), Agusta Edwald, Ranar Leifsson,

Antonia Thomas, Kathryn Blythe and Paul Clark.

on behalf of
carried out a

Fornleifastofnun fislands,
Minjasafnio a Akureyri,
research excavation at Gasir, Eyjafjorour,
for 10 weeks between June 28th and
September 3rd 2004. The excavation team
was led by Howell Roberts (Booths) and
Orri Vésteinsson (Church), and numbered
between 7 and 14 staff. Post excavation
processing and analysis will be carried out
in the coming months.

Excavation in 2004 comprised the 4th
season of a projected 6 year excavation
project.
excavation area encompassing the church

Work this year focused on a new

and churchyard (Area B) as well as contin-
ued work within the main cluster of

booths (Area A).
have now been excavated in part or in
whole (circa 600m2 in Area A, and circa
450m?2 in Area B).

Clement weather throughout the sum-
mer contributed to a very successful sea-

In total some 1050m=2

son, with unprecedented numbers of lay-
ers being defined and excavated. Within
Area A an additional 650 layers or features
were fully recorded and excavated, con-
tributing to a current total of circa 1750
excavated units. In addition, some 114
layers or features were recorded and
excavated in Area B. As in previous years
all layers were recorded individually and
excavated, in total, in strict stratigraphic

sequence.

The Booths (Area A)

Work this year continued within the area
in 2003 - linked
sunken rooms or booths, all believed to
date to the late 14th century. These rooms

opened a cluster of



Herbergi / bd med bekk og eldstaedi

Room with bench and hearth

verid notud skamman tima i einu. Fjolmorg
yfirbordsldg eda golf hafa verid grafin upp, einn-
ig morg eldstaedi sem notud hofdu verid um
skamman tima og par a milli floknir staflar af
Igum sem safnast hafa upp pegar mannvirkin
voru yfirgefin um tima. NG er buid ad grafa
nidur a elsta notkunarskeidio i mérgum af pess-
um herbergjum eda bidum. Vid pad verk hafa
komid fram margar stérar holur eda gryfjur,
einnig stodarholur og ymis ummerki um endur-
byggingar og breytingar. Azetlad er ad unnid
verdi afram & pessu sveedi sumarid 2005 og pad
verdi steekkad um allt ad 20 m til vesturs.
Medal gripa sem fundust petta ar er meira af
sjaldgaefum leirkerabrotum fra midéldum, hlutir
ar jarni og
koparbldondu,
brot ar
brynum,
bokunarhell-
ur, vadsteinn
ar klébergi,
ledur, hval-
bein og énnur

lifraen efni. Einkum eru athyglisverdar afar vel
vardveittar leifar af nokkrum ledurském, og
einnig litill hlutur ar koparbléndu sem geeti
verio met.

Kirkja (Sveedi B)

A sveedi B var flett ofan af u.p.b. 450 m2 sveedi
innan hringlaga gardlags sem afmarkar kirkju-
gardinn a yfirbordi. Til vidbotar var grafinn 4 m
langur skurdur gegnum kirkjugardsvegginn ad
nordvestanverdou. Uppgrofturinn leiddi i 1jos
undirstodur kirkjunnar, sem eru Ur grjoti. Hin
reyndist hafa verid 16,5 m ad lengd og 5 m ad
breidd. Vid austurenda hennar er kor, mjérri en
kirkjan (4 m ad lengd, 3,5 m ad breidd) og vest-
asti hlutinn virdist vera forkirkja par sem pakio
hefur verid leegra en i kirkjuskipinu sjalfu.

i austur- og vesturenda byggingarinnar hafa
mannvistarlog skaddast mjog vid uppgroft sem
gerdur var arid 1907 en midbik hennar virdist
ad miklu leyti 6skaddad. Rannsoknin beindist
einkum ad svaedinu umhverfis kirkjuna innan
vid kirkjugardsvegg. bar var toluvert af l16gum
og mannvistarummerkjum fra peim tima sem

were seen

to have
been rebuilt, repaired
or re-modelled on
multiple separate
occasions, in accor-
dance with the interpretation of these
structures as seasonal shelters. A great
number of individual occupation surfaces
or floors have been excavated, together
with many temporary hearths, inter -
spersed by a complex sequence of tempo-
rary abandonment deposits.

these rooms have now been excavated

Several of

down to their primary construction
events, in the process revealing numerous
large pits, postholes and re-modelling

events. Work in 2005 is expected to con-
tinue within this area, which will addi-
tionally be expanded by up to 20m west-
wards.

Artefacts recovered this year include
further pieces of rare medieval pottery,
iron objects, bronze objects, whetstone
fragments, baking plates, a steatite line

sinker, leather, whalebone, and other
organic materials. Of particular note are
the exceptionally well preserved remains
of several leather shoes (currently under-
going conservation) and a small weight or

insiglia of bronze.

The Church (Area B)

In area B an approximate 450 m2 area was
opned up inside the circular earthwork
that demarcates the churchyard on the
surface. In addition a 4 m long trench was
excavated through the churchyard wall on
its northwestern side. The excavation
revealed the stone foundations of a
church, 16.5 m long and 5 m wide. At the
eastern end it had a narrower chancel (4
m long, 3.5 m wide) and the western sec-
tion seems to be a narthex with a lower
roof than the central nave. In the eastern
and western ends. The cultural layers had
been severely truncated by earlier exca-
vation in 1907 but the middle portion
seems to have been left largely undam-

aged. Excavation focused on the area




Hlutur Ur koparbléndu, ef til vill met

kirkjan st6d. Engar grafir hafa enn fundist, en
toluverodar

visbendingar um malmsmiai,
medhondlun & brennisteini og matseld. Einnig
fannst furdu mikio af vel vardveittum vefnadi.
Kirkjan er yngri en Heklugjdéskan H-1300, og
ber litil eda engin merki vidgerda eda endur-
bygginga, sem bendir til pess ad hin hafi verid
notud um skamman tima, kannski adeins f
nokkra &ratugi. Kirkjugardsveggurinn er yngri
en skurdur og sorplag & stadnum og bendir pad
til pess ad menn hafi sitthvad starfad par adur
en kirkjan var reist. Vid uppgroftinn kom i 1jés
ad eystri hluti gardsins hvilir & manngerdri
upphaekkun. Kér kirkjunnar er einnig reistur &
upphaekkun pannig ad mikil vinna hefur verid
1690 i kirkjuna og fragang umhverfis hana.
Arid 2005 4 ad ljuka uppgrefti kirkjubyggingar-
innar og peirra laga innan Kkirkjugards sem
henni tilheyra. Sveedid verdur staekkad ut fyrir
kirkjugardsvegg & tveim stddum: ad austan par
sem op er & veggnum, og talid er ad adal-
inngangurinn i kirkjugardinn hafi verio, ef til
vill med steinprepum upp, og vestan til par sem
pyrping af reglulega I6gudu grjoti bendir til ad
par geeti hafa

verio staksteett mannvirki, ef til vill klukkna-
port.

Breytt rannsoknarazetlun

[ upphaflegri rannsoknarasetlun var gert rad
fyrir ad hefja rannsékn & sveedi D &rid 2005. bar
er litil pyrping rista a austurjadri rusta-
svaedisins, rétt sunnan vio sveedi A. bessar bUdir
hafa einhvern tima skaddast af agangi sjavar og
pvi var talio skynsamlegt ad rannsaka paer nina
og einnig veeri liklegt ad frekari frodleikur
fengist med pvi. Pad hefur synt sig ad ekki er
sem stendur neitt rof eda uppblastur a stadnum
og pvi er pessum ristum ekki heetta buin na.
pzer rannsoknir sem farid hafa fram hingad til
benda einnig til pess ad austustu rustirnar séu
fra sidasta notkunarskeidi stadarins, timabili
sem pegar er allvel pekkt af peim rannséknum
sem verid er ad vinna ad. Hingad til hafa ekki
verid grafnar upp minjar sem eru eldri en 1300.
b6 er vitad ad slik 16g er ad finna & Gasum,
enda hefur sést i pau par sem skorid hefur verio
gegnum yngri jardlég. bau liggja djupt og eru
vatnssosa og pvi illa adgengileg.
sékum er fyrirhugad ad sveedi D verdi latio

Af pessum

around the
church

inside the
churchyard
w al | ,

revealing a
number of
deposits
and fea-

tures relat-

ing to activ-
ity in the
churchyard con-
temporary with

Bronze weight?

the church. No burials have so far been
found, but there was considerable evi-
dence for metalworking, sulphur process-
ing and cooking. Also a surprising number
of well preserved textiles were recovered.

The church postdates the H-1300 tephra
and shows little or no signs of repair or
rebuilding suggesting a short period of
The
cemetery wall postdates a ditch and a

midden deposit suggesting that this area

use, possibly only a few decades.

was the scene of some activity prior to the
construction of the church. The excava-
tion revealed that the eastern part of the
churchyard is an artificial platform made
from

loose earth. The chancel of the

church is also built on a constructed
pedestal, suggesting considerable invest-
ment in the church and its surroundings.
In 2005 excavation of the church struc-
ture and related deposits inside the ceme-
tery will be completed. The area will also
be extended over the churchyard wall in
two places: at the eastern end

there is a gap in the wall and where the

where

main entrance to the yard is believed to
have been with possible stone-lined steps,
and at the western end where a cluster of
subrectangular stones suggests there may
be a separate structutre, parhaps a bell
tower.

Modified research agenda

In the original research agenda it was pro-
posed that in 2005 work would begin on
Area D, a small cluster of ruins on the



Kirkjan & Gasum vid lok uppgraftar

Church at Gasir at the end of excavation

ohreyft i bili. Ef ekki koma i 1j6s minjar eldri en
1300 vid steekkun sveedis A til vesturs verdi gerd
tilraun & einhverjum 6drum stad, ef til vill vid
nordvesturmork svaedisins, til ad reyna ad finna
minjar fra fyrsta skeidi Gasa.

eastern edge
of the
area,

south of Area

ruin-
just

A. These booths have at one time been
eroded by the sea and for this reason it
was thought both prudent and possibly
informative to subject them to investiga-
tion now. In the meantime it has become
more and more clear that there is no
active erosion on the site and these ruins
are quite stable in their present condi-
tion. The work so far has also suggested
that the easternmost ruins date from the
final phase of the site, a phase that is
already well documented by the current
research project. So far remains earlier
than 1300 have not been excavated
although deposits

observed in later truncations, mainly in

such have been
very deep and waterlogged - and there-
fore to all intents and purposes, inaccessi-
ble - places. For these reasons it is pro-

posed that Area D be left untouched for

the time Dbeing
and that if the westwards extension to
Area A fails to reveal pre-1300 remains,
some other part, possibly at the north-
western limit of the area, be subjected to
testing in order to locate remains from
the earliest phase of Gasir.




FORNLEIFAUPPGROFTUR A HOFSTODUM

Verkefnisstjori: Hildur Gestsdottir

Starfsmenn vid uppgroft: Anies Hassan (FSi), Deidre
Collins (nemi), Florian Preiss (nemi), Judith Bischoff
(nemi), Konrad Rydz (CUNY), Martin Jurgensen
(nemi), Mjoll Sneesdéttir (FSI), Oskar Sveinbjérnsson
(nemi), Ranar Leifsson (FSI).

Starfsmenn vid Urvinnslu: Gudrun Alda Gisladottir,
Ranar Leifsson.

Sumarid 2004 var ellefta sumarid sem forn-
leifauppgréftur féor fram & Hofstédum, en
fimmta sumarid sem grafid var i kirkju-
gardinum.
opnad aftur en ekkert staekkad, og var pad pvi
alls 12,8 x 18,9 m. Uppgréfturinn & Hofstddum

Uppgraftarsvaedid fra 2003 var

er pattur i verkefninu Landnam og menningar-
landslag og er unninn
Fornleifask6lanum og med studningi fra NABO.

samhlida

Verkefnid er styrkt af Rannis en einnig taka
paer stofnanir sem standa ad verkefninu patt i
kostnadi.

Meginaherslan i sumar var uppgréftur grafa
og ad ljuka uppgreftri & pvi svaedi par sem

T E————

Unnid i sudurenda uppgraftarsveedis

Excavation in the southern part of the site

EXCAVATION AT HOFSTADIR

Project manager: Hildur Gestsdottir

Field team: Judith Bischoff (student), Deidre Collins
(student), Anies Hassan (FSi), Martin Jurgensen (stu-
dent), Ranar Leifsson (FSI), Florian Preiss (student),
Konrad Rydz (CUNY), Mjoll Snaesdéttir (FSi), Oskar
Gisli Sveinbjarnarson (student).

Post-excavation team: Gudrun Alda Gisladottir and

Ranar Leifsson

The 2004 season at Hofstadir was the eleventh
consecutive season of archaeological excava-
tion at the site, the sixth season of excavation
of the area. The excavation area from 2003
was reopened, with no extensions, making the
excavation are at Hofstadir during the 2004
season 12.8 x 18.9 m. The excavation at
Hofstadir is part of the Landscapes of settle-
ment project and was run in conjunction with
the Field School which is supported by NABO.
The project is funded by Rannis as well as the
contributions of the participating institutions.

The main emphasis this year was on the
excavation of the cemetery as well as finishing

the area where the chapel stood. This
revealed two additional post holes to the east
of the chapel, indicating that an earlier struc-
ture stood underneath the chapel excavated in
2002. Nothing remains of this structure except
for the postholes, which indicate that it was 4
x 4.5 m, orientated east - west. At the start of
the season there were approximately 90 known
graves, of these 44 were excavated during the
2004 season, and these contained 48 articulat-
ed skeletons, bringing the total number of
excavated graves to 75 and the total number of
skeletons to 78. Most of the graves lie to the
east and the south of the chapels, with almost
all the unexcavated graves in the excavation
area to the south of the chapels. At this stage,
the period of use of the cemetery is dated to
sometime from the 11th and 12th centuries, to
the early 15th century, as yet more accurate
dates for the burials have not been attained.
The cemetery appears to have been divided
by gender (although the analysis of the skele-
tal material excavated during the 2004 season



baenhdsid st6d. Vid pad komu i 1jés tveer nyjar
stodaholur austan vid pad, sem bentu til pess
ad baenhusid, sem grafid var upp 2002, hafi
verid byggt ofan & eldra hus. Ekkert hefur
vardveist af pvi fyrir utan fjérar stodaholur,
sem benda til pess ad pad hafi verid 4 x 4,5 m,
og hafi snuid austur-vestur. Vid upphaf
sumarsins voru um 90 grafir pekktar, og voru 44
peirra grafnar upp sumarid 2004. | pessum 44
grofum voru 48 beinagrindur. Flestar grafirnar
eru austan og sunnan vid baenhusid, og nanast
allar grafir sem eftir er ad grafa upp eru & austan-
verdu uppgraftarsvaedinu.  Kirkjugardurinn
virdist hafa verid i notkun fra pvi a 11./12. 6ld
og fram & 15. 6ld, en ndkvaemari timasetningar
fyrir einstakar grafir hafa ekki fengist enn.

Svo virdist sem kirkjugardinum hafi verio
skipt eftir kyni, konur grafnar nordanmegin og
karlar sunnanmegin (p6 & enn eftir ad rannsaka
paer beinagrindur sem grafnar voru upp 2004 til
ad stadfesta petta).
grafin neest baenhusinu.
helmingi grafanna sem hafa verid grafnar upp,

Einnig virdast born vera
Kistur eru i um

i flestum tilfellum einfaldar, rétthyrndar kistur
med einum nagla i hverju horni. [ nokkrum til-

fellum er greinilega verid ad endurnyta vid par
sem allt ad 100 naglar hafa fundist i einni grof.
Flestir eru grafnir & bakinu, med hendur lagdar
yfir mjadomirnar, fotleggir eru beinir, og i
sumum tilfellum hafa feeturnir verid kross-
lagdir. Mjog fingerd svort aska hefur verid 16go
a bringu allra. Tekin hafa verid syni af 6sku og
pau rannstkud, en ekki hafa fengist neinar
nidurstdour til pessa. Vardveisla beina er mis-
jofn en i flestum tilfellum mjoég g6d, og munu
kirkjugardinum &
pattur

beinagrindurnar  ar
Hofstédum
mannabeinarannséknum & islandi.

verda mikilvaegur

has yet to be carried out), with the women in
the northern half, the men in the south, and
the children
Approximately half the burials have coffins,
mostly simple rectangular boxes with a single
nail at each corner, and in some instances they

close to the chapel.

appear to be constructed from re-used wood.
In most instances the burials are supine with
their hands resting on the pelvis and the legs
parallel, sometimes with the feet crossed. In
all instances a very fine black ash has been
placed on the chest of the individuals. This has
been sampled and tested, but the results were
inconclusive. The preservation of the skeletal
material has proven to be varied, however, in
the majority of cases it is very good, and will
provide valuable information for osteoarchaeo-
logical research in Iceland.

Beinagrindur SKO75 og SK076

Skeletons SKO75 and SK 076




FORNLEIFAUPPGROFTUR | SVEIGAKOTI

Verkefnisstjori: Orri Vésteinsson
Uppgraftarstjorn: Orri Vésteinsson og Przemyslaw
Urbanczyk.

Starfsmenn vid uppgroft: Benedicte Furulund,
Florian Preiss, Gudrdn Alda Gisladdttir, Hroénn
Konradsdottir, Kristjana Eyjolfsson, Magdalena
Natuniewicz-Sekula, Orri Vésteinsson, Oskar Gisli
Sveinbjarnarson, Przemyslaw Urbanczyk og
Robert Zukowsk.

Starfsmenn vid Urvinnslu: Colleen E. Batey og
Gudran Alda Gisladottir.

| samstarfi vid: Hunter College (CUNY), NABO,
Fornleifa- og pjodfredistofnun pdlsku visin-
daakademiunnar, Haskélann i Edinborg, Haskéla

islands og Haskolann i Stirling.

Fra arinu 1999 hefur stadio yfir uppgroftur a
baejarstaedi fra 9.-12. o6ld i Sveigakoti i
Myvatnssveit.

Uppgrofturinn i Sveigakoti er hluti af
verkefninu Landndm og menningarlandslag
og fer fram i samstarfi vid Fornleifaskélann

med Ometanlegum studningi fra NABO.

Ymsar umhverfisrannsoknir hafa verid gerdar
i tengslum vio uppgréftinn,
fraeedimdnnum og nemendum fra haskélunum

unnar af

i Edinborg og Stirling. Verkefnid er kostad af
Rannis og nytur einnig styrks fra peim stofn-
unum sem patt taka i pvi.

Nyrst & rannsoknarsveedinu var kannad
ilangt hds, litill
rannsakadur hafdi verid & arunum 2000-

eldra en skali sem
2003. Ppetta eldra has var rannsakad aod
mestu, allt ad elsta notkunarskeidi. A sidasta
skeidi hassins var i pvi r6d af holum fra jarn-
vinnslu. A peim tima hefur mannvirkid annad
hvort verid opin toft an paks eda veigalitil
bygging reist i 6drum enda eldri toftarinnar.
Mikio af vidarkoli og smidagjalli fannst i
jarnvinnsluholunum. Allstér skurdur, eldri en
holurnar, 1a inn i toftina a ska, og i somu
stefnu lagu nokkrar éreglulegar holur sem
naou lengra i nordaustur. Baedi skurdurinn og
holurnar eru greinilega mannaverk, en ekki
er ljost til hvers pau hafa verid. Elsta bygg-
ingin er iléng, 11 x 4,4 m ad innanmali og |

EXCAVATION AT SVEIGAKOT

Project Manager: Orri Vésteinsson

Directors: Orri Vésteinsson, Przemyslaw Urbanczyk
Field Team: Benedicte Furulund, Florian Preiss,
Gudrun Alda Gisladottir,
Kristjana Eyjolfsson, Magdalena Natuniewicz-Sekula,
orri Oskar Gisli
Przemyslaw Urbanczyk and Robert Zukowski,

Hrénn Kodransdottir,

Vésteinsson, Sveinbjarnarson,
Post-excavation team: Colleen E. Batey, Gudrun Alda
Gisladottir

Collaborators: Hunter College (CUNY), NABO, Polish
Academy of Sciences (Institute of Archaeology and
Ethnography), Univ. of Edinburgh, Univ. of Iceland,
Univ. of Stirling.

At Sveigakot in Myvatnssveit, excavations of a
9th-12th century settlement have been ongo-
ing since 1999. The Sveigakot excavations form
a part of the Landscapes of settlement project
and are run in conjunction with the Field
School and with the invaluable support of
NABO. The excavations have been augmented
by environmental research, carried out by the
Universities of Edinburgh and Stirling. The
project is funded by Rannis through the

Landscapes of settlement project as well as
the contributions of the participating institu-
tions.

At the northern end of the site excavation
concentrated on an elongated building predat-
ing the small hall, which had been excavated in
2000-2003. This earlier building was excavat-
ed down to its earliest phase. Its last phase of
activity is represented by a row of iron working
pits in what must have been either a roofless
ruin or an insubstantial structure erected in
the ruined end of the earlier one. Large quan-
tities of charcoal and smithying slag were
recovered from these pits. Predating them is a
substantial trench cutting into the structure at
an oblique angle, in line with a series of irreg-
ular pits extending further northeastwards.
While clearly man-made the function of these
pits and trenches remains enigmatic. The orig-
inal building is elongated, 11 x 4.4 m long on
the inside with a 9 m long stone pavement
along the central axis.
preted as a byre. This building and both the
trench and the smithy phases predate a tephra

It is currently inter-



henni 9 m I6ng steinlégn eftir midju husi.
Sem stendur er his petta tulkad sem fjos.
Sidastnefnda husid, skurdurinn og smidjan er
allt eldra en gjoskulag fra pvi um 950.

Arid 2003 hafdi verid byrjad ad rannsaka
midju minjasveedisins, en kdénnunarskurdur
hafdi bent til pess ad par veeri has, og hafdi
nidurgréftur sést nordaustast i skurdinum.
Arid 2004 var opnud steerri skak og fram kom
flékinn jardlagastafli og frekari bygginga-
leifar. Austan og sunnan til a skakinni voru
leifar af sorphaug sem kannadur haféi verid
1999-2001. Mérg ruslalég voru grafin upp og
lagu pau yfir leifum ad minnsta kosti tveggja
nidurgrafinna husa. His pad sem sést hafdi i
arido 2003 var grafid upp allt ad golflagi og
reyndist hasid vera 5 x 4 m ad innanmali meo
dyr nyrst & austurvegg. A sidasta notkunar-
skeidi hafdi stor, kringlétt hola verid grafin i
gegnum golfid og er hin tradlega safar.
Samhangandi gélflag 1a fra pvi innan i pessu
nidurgrafna hasi 0t gegnum dyrnar og Gt fyrir
hasio til nordausturs. par voru tvo eldstaedi
petta
geetu verid leifar af 6dru hisi eda athafna-

sem greinilega tilheyra golflaginu.

utanhuss.

sveedi Nokkru austar ma sja
reglulegan nidurgroft, u.p.b. 4 x 3 m ad
steerd. bar geeti verid annad jardhysi, en pad
hefur ekki verid kannad enn.

Sydst & rannsoknarsveedinu hoéfou 2003
verid grafnar upp leifar af stéru jardhysi og
annad minna sunnan pess o0g voru pau
samtengd. Steerra jardhysid var um pad bil
7,3 x 3,2 m ad steerd. bad virdist hafa verid
i notkun, pegar gjoskan V~950 féll. Undir pvi
var enn eitt jardhysio, eldra, minna og mun
meira nidurgrafio, 4,4 x 2,3 m.

Toéluvert fannst af gripum vid uppgroftinn,
par a medal drekahéfud skorid i bein, liklega
haus af beinprjéni. Allmikid fannst af gjalli,
baedi fra jarnvinnslu og smidum, en slikt
hafoi ekki fundist fyrr a pessum stad. bad
bendir til téluverdrar jarnframleidslu og
-smida, en liklega um skamman tima, senni-
lega um midbik og & sidari hluta 10. aldar.

Vido uppgroftinn 2004 fundust i fyrsta
sinni i Sveigakoti leifar bygginga sem eru
eldri en gjoskan V~950. Ad minnsta kosti prju
has, hugsanlega allt ad sex, hofou verid reist
4 stadnum adur en han féll. Sem stendur eru

layer from c. AD950.

In 2003 excavation had begun in the middle
part of the site where an earlier test pit had
suggested there was a building, revealing a cut
In 2004 this area
was extended revealing a complex sequence of

at its northeastern corner.
deposits and structural remains. Towards the
east and south, remains of the sheet-midden
excavated in 1999-2001 were found inside this
area. Aseries of midden layers was excavated,
capping the remains of at least two sunken fea-
tured buildings. The building glimpsed in 2003
was excavated down to the floor layer and
turned out to be 5 x 4 m on the inside with a
doorway on the northern end of the eastern
wall. In the final phase of use of this building
a large circular pit was dug through its floor,
assumed to have held a barrel or vat. A con-
tinuous floor layer extended from the inside of
this sunken building, through the doorway and
outside it to the NE where it was associated
with two hearths. These remains are thought
to represent a building or activity area.
Further east a regular cut was observed, some
4 x 3 minsize. This is thought to represent the

second sunken featured building in this area
but this remains to be investigated.

At the southern end of the area excavated in
2003, the remains of a large sunken featured
building were revealed immediately north of
and connected to a smaller pit house further
south. This building was some 7.3 x 3.2 m in
size and had a hearth in the middle of the floor.
This building, which is believed to have been
standing when the V~950 tephra was deposit-
ed, had been built on top of an earlier, smaller
and much more sunken building with the
dimensions of 4.4 x 2.3 m.

A number of artefacts were retreived,
including a head of a dragon carved from bone,
presumably the head of a decorative pin.
Unlike previous years significant quantities of
both smelting and smithying slag were recov-
ered suggesting an intensive, but probably
brief, phase of iron extraction and ironworking
at the site, probably in the mid to late 10th
century.

The 2004 excavations revealed for the first
time structural remains which pre-date the

V~950 tephra. At least three buildings, and




pessi hus elstu byggingar sem timasettar
hafa verié & Nordurlandi.

possibly as many as six, had been built at the
site before this eruption. These buildings rep-
resent the earliest datable structures found so
far in northern Iceland.

Uppgroftur i Sveigakoti

Excavation in Sveigakot



FORNLEIFAUPPGROFTUR A HOFDAGER®DI

Mannvirki 3, sorphaugur grafinn upp

Structure 3, excavation of the midden

Uppgraftarstjori: Oscar Aldred
Starfsmenn vid uppgroft: Florian Preiss,
Salena Modugno, Lilja Bjork Palsdéttir og
Kristjanna Eyjolfsson

Sumarid 2004 var haldidé afram ad grafa upp
mannvirki nimer 3 & Hofdagerai i landi Nupa
i Adaldal, sem &dur hafdi verid unnid ad
2002 og 2003. Sidastlidid sumar hafdi verid
lokid vid ad grafa nidur ad mannvistarlégum
fra notkunartima byggingarinnar og elstu
torfhrunslégunum.
grafa upp sorphauga og rennu utan vid
hasid. | 1jés hafdi komid sumarid 2003 ad
husid hafdi verid yfirgefid fyrir 1104.

Veggir hassins voru Gr torfi og allmarg-
ar timburstodir hofdu borid pad uppi. A
stodarholum matti sja ad husido hafdi verio
hélfad sundur og einhverjar innréttingar
héfou verid i pvi, svo sem bord eda bekkir
medfram veggjum. Golflég voru ekki mjog
hardtrodin. Mjég mikid var af litlum malmbrot-

P& var einnig eftir ad

EXCAVATION AT HOFDAGERDI

Field Director: Oscar Aldred
Field Team: Florian Preiss, Salena Modugno, Lilja
Bjork Palsdéttir, Kristjanna Eyjolfsson

Excavation continued in 2004 of Structure
3, following on from a season in 2002 and
in 2003 stopped
short of removing the occupation deposits
and the primary turf collapse as well as

2003. The excavation

the midden deposits and gully feature out-
side the structure. The structure was
dated in 2003 as being abandoned before
1104.

The structure was built with turf walls
and a series of internal supporting posts.
The postholes also demonstrated that
there were internal divisions and furniture
areas, such as benches against the walls.
The floors were comprised of slightly com-
pacted material, though this was slight.
Metal fragments littered the floor and, as
a result, it was excavated on a 1m grid to
facilitate the collection process as well as
the sampling strategy. During excavation

it was noticed that metal working frag-
hammer scale, was abundant
across the floor and in some of the post-
holes. An area of burning in a corner of
the structure suggests a hearth, though no
physical evidence was found and it was
concluded that the fireplace was suspend-
ed. Two substantial posts in the southern
end suggest a footing for a wooden and
stone anvil. A porched entrance was locat-
ed on the east side and another gap in the
turf wall suggests either another entrance
or a specific part of the construction for
the metal working structure. The gully
that mirrored the outline of the structure
was substantial interpretation
unknown without further environmental
analysis. However, it probably relates to
the water catchment of one sort or anoth-
er flowing either from the western slope
or from the roof; it was not seen on the
eastern side of the structure. It is likely,
given the proximity of the gully to the
structure, that the collected water was

ments,

and its




um i golfi, og var golfid pvi grafid i reitum, 1 m
a hvorn veg, til ad audveldara veeri ad safna
malminum og taka syni. Vid uppgroftinn matti
sja mikio af drsmaum malmérdoum sem myndast
hofdu pegar heitt jarn var barid, baedi voru
baer i golfi og i sumum stodarholunum. | horni
hussins var svaedi med eldsmerkjum sem bendir
til ad par hafi verid eldsteedi. Ekki fundust po
nein merki um eldsteedio sjalft, og hefur pad
liklega verid upphaekkad. Tveer verklegar stodir
i sudurenda geetu verid leifar af undirstédum
undir stedjastein. A austurhlid hussins voru dyr
og var par Utskot eda vidbygging sem gengio
hafdi verid inn um. Annad op var gegnum
sudurgafl, hvort sem pad hafa verid adrar dyr
eda hluti af smidjubldnadinum.

Utan vid husid var renna, allverkleg, samsida
Gtlinum hdssins. HUn verdur ekki talkud med
vissu nema eftir frekari greiningu jardvegssyna
sem voru tekin ar henni. P ma telja liklegt ad
henni hafi verid aetlad pad hlutverk ad taka vid
vatni, annadhvort Ur brekkunni vestan vid hisio
eda af pekjunni. Ekki saust merki um slika
rennu austan vid hasid. Rennan er svo naleegt
husinu ad vel er liklegt ad vatnio sem

used during the metal working
process.

The material
during the excavation totalled 12
kg and c. 700 objects. The
majority of the weight was fire
cracked stone found in the mid-

culture found

den deposits, but 2.5 kg were
objects: roves, rivets,
nails, slag and other larger
objects such as a possible ingot
and large nail. Other materials
found included several sherds of

metal

Viking age steatite vessel frag-
ments. Small fragments of burnt
bone were found mainly in the
midden deposits.

The nature of the assemblage
from this structure, its distribution as
well as the careful internal arrangements
and midden formation processes around
the structure, and the other features that
may have been associated with the func-
tioning of the structure, support an over-
all interpretation of this structure as a
metal working place and store for the

safnad var hafi verid notad vid smidarnar.

Fundnir gripir Gr uppgreftinum vogu 12 kilo
alls, en gripafjoldinn var um 700. Mest voru
pyngslin i eldsprungnum steinum ar sorplégum,
en 2,5 kg voru malmur ymiss konar, reer,
rénaglar, naglar og gjall. Einnig voru par steerri
gripir, svo sem jarnstong, liklega hraefni, og
stor nagli. Nokkur brot Ur klébergsilati fra
vikingadld voru einnig medal gripa. ba fundust
smabrot Ur brenndum beinum, einkum i sorp-
16gunum.

pad sem helst gefur visbendingar um hlutverk
byggingarinnar eru gripirnir sem fund-ust par,
dreifing peirra og eins hvernig hisid hefur verio
innréttad, hvernig sorpldg hafa safnast umhverf-
is pad sem og 6nnur ummerki. Likur eru & ad
tulka megi hisid sem smidju en ekki er vist ad
framleidslan hafi verid setlud nema til heimilis-
nota.

Mannvirki 3 ad uppgrefti loknum

Excavated structure 3

reworking of materials as local production
perhaps only for this one settlement.



FORNLEIFAUPPGROFTUR A HRISHEIMUM

Verkefnisstjorn: Orri Vésteinsson & Adolf
Fridriksson

Uppgraftarstjori: Ragnar Edvardsson

Starfsmenn vid uppgroft: Thomas McGovern, Seth
Brewington og nemendur fra Brooklyn College,
CUNY

Haldid var afram 2004 med ranns6kn sem
stadid hefur yfir & Hrisheimum fra arinu 2002.
Upp hafa verid grafin vidamikil mannvistarlog
og minjar um malmvinnslu fra timabilinu 900 -
1100.

Rannsdknin 2004 beindist einkum ad svaedinu
sudur af hol nokkrum sem talinn er baegjarholl.
Sumarid 2003 hafdi verid stadfest ad a pessu
sveedi var stor sorphaugur, sem skiptist greini-
lega i fjélmorg 16g. Pad ar hafdi verid byrjad ad
grafa hann upp. Nokkrum metrum vestan vid
sorphauginn hafi einnig komid i 1j6s nidurgrafin
bygging eda jardhysi, og hafdi lika verid byrjad
ad grafa pad upp.

Arid 2004 voru uppgraftarsveedin umhverfis
sorphaug og jardhysi steekkud og tengd saman.

[ jardhysinu voru fjarleegd mannvistarlég sem
eftir voru og kannadar holur og gryfjur undir
golfi. pegar 6ll mannvistarlog hofdu verio fjar-
laegd innan ar husinu kom fram iléng vistarvera
um pad bil 4 x 3 metrar, sem sneri nordur og
sudur. Medfram austur- og vesturvegg voru
stodarholur. Litid eldstasedi hafdi verid i hdsinu
austanverdu. Gengid hafdi verid inn i husid ad
austan, um pad bil metra sunnan vid eld-
staedid. Dyrnar voru illa vardveittar, en par var
pé stér steinhella og undir henni renna.

Uppgrefti var haldid &fram a sorphaugnum
sem byrjad hafdi verid ad kanna arinu adur. |
1j6s kom ad sorphaugurinn nadi lengra i nordur
og var uppgraftarsveedio pvi staekkad i pé att.
Vid pa steekkun matti sja ad haugurinn hélt
afram enn lengra i nordur, en akvedid var ad
staekka ekki kdnnunarsveedid meira ad sinni, en
reyna ad komast fyrir endann & haugnum 2005.
begar mikid af sorplégum haféi verid fjarleegt
komu i 1jés utlinur annars jardhysis. bad sneri
eins og hid fyrra og virdist svipad ad staerd og
16gun.

EXCAVATION AT HRISHEIMAR

Project Managers: Orri Vésteinsson & Adolf
Fridriksson.

Field Director: Ragnar Edvardsson

Field Team: Thomas H. McGovern, Seth Brewington

and REU Students from Brooklyn College, CUNY

The 2004 excavation continued the already
well established research that has been on-
going at the Hrisheimar site since 2002. The
excavation has uncovered substantial occupa-
tional and industrial remains dating to the peri-
od AD 900 - 1100.

The main focus of the 2004 season was the
area south of the presumed farm mound. In
the 2003 season a large well stratified midden
had been identified and partially excavated. A
subterranean structure, a few meters west of
the midden deposits, had also been identified
and partially excavated in 2003.

In 2004 the excavation areas around the
midden and the subterranean structure were
enlarged and connected. The excavation in the
area where the subterranean structure was

located, focused on the remaining cultural
deposits and negative features under the floor
depoits that had been removed in 2003. All cul-
tural deposits were removed revealing an oval
shaped structure aproximately 4 x 3m, aligned
in a north/south direction, with postholes
along the eastern and western walls. A small
hearth was identified on the eastern side. The
entrance into the structure was on the eastern
side, about 1m south of the hearth. Little
remained of the entrance except a large stone
slab and drain under it.

The excavation of the midden deposits con-
tinued from the previous season. It became
clear that the midden extended further north
and therefore the trench was extended in that
direction. The extended trench revealed more
midden deposits extending even further north-
wards. It was decided not to enlarge the trench
further but to attempt to postpone locating its
extent until the 2005 season. After the removal
of large amounts of midden material the out-
lines of another subterranean structure were




Vardveisluskilyrdi i sorphaugnum voru prydi-
leg og einir 202 gripir fundust i honum. bar &
medal voru gripir Ur koparbléndu og jarni,
beinprjénar og fleira. Med pessum gripum
kemst fjoldi funda & Hrisheimum fr4 arunum
2003 og 2004 upp i 374 gripi.

revealed. This
structure is aligned
in the same direc-
tion as the other
one and is similar in
size and shape.
Conditions of
preservation in the
midden were excel-
lent and aproxi-
mately 202 finds

were recovered from the deposits. These
included bone pins, bronze, iron and other
objects. This brings the total amount of finds
from the 2003 and 2004 seasons up to 374

finds.

Jardhysi & Hrisheimum

Pithouse at Hrisheimar




FORNLEIFAUPPGROFTUR | REYKHOLTI

Verkefnisstjori: Gudrdan Sveinbjarnardottir.
Uppgraftarstjorar:
Aldred.

Stefan Olafsson, Hrénn Konradsdottir, Anies Hassan

Hildur Gestsdottir og Oscar

og Rod Brook.

[ juni 2004 var haldid afram uppgrefti kirkju og
hluta kirkjugards sem unnid hafdi verid ad 2002
0g 2003. Uppgrofturinn 2004 beindist einkum
ad tveim notkunarskeidum kirkju og gards, fra
timabilinu milli 1788 og 1886. Opnud voru
nokkur ny sveedi og matti par sja svipud jardlog
0g minjar og adur héfou sést. Ad minnsta kosti
tvo eldri skeid komu i 1jos, og kunna par ad
vera enn fleiri. Einnig var grafid upp nokkud af
nylegum jarélogum og minjum, sumt fra pvi
eftir ad kirkjan for Gr notkun.

Sumari®d 2004 saust ummerki um nokkur eldri
notkunarskeid kirkjunnar, par & medal kirkju-
grunnur fra pvi fyrir 1788. Hafdi su kirkja verio
med krossmyndudum grunnfleti og minnir
pannig a svonefnda Brynjolfskirkju i Skalholti.
[ tveimur grofum sem grafnar voru upp inni i

kirkjunni matti sja ummerki um morg eldri
notkunarskeid. bar & medal matti sja rod ar
stérum steinum, sem stefndi 6dru visi en sio-
ustu kirkjurnar, og einnig voru pykk, dokk
jaroldg sjaanleg i snidi.

Mikid fannst af gripum i kirkju peirri sem
stadid hafdi fyrir 1835, og dreifdust peir vida um
kirkjuna. Alls fundust um 900 gripir og brot i
kirkjugolfunum. Liklega hafdi verid i kirkjunni
timburg6lf sem hvildi & smasteinalégn, en
timburgolfid hafdi sidar verid tekid upp til
endurnytingar. Kirkjuveggirnir voru ur torfi og
grjoti, innri og ytri hledsla ar grjoti og torfvegg-
ur & milli. Ut fra sudurvegg gekk grjothledsla.
Hun var illa sk6ddud og adeins vardveitt & tveggja
metra kafla, en kann ad vera leifar af undir-
gangi milli baejarhisa og kirkju.

| Kirkjunni sem st6d 1835-1886 voru eldri
veggjarundirstédur nyttar aftur undir veggi. |
peim voru tvofaldar steinaradir og torfveggur
hafdi
innbrinum veggja voru radir af stérum steinum
og & peim hafdi timburgolfid hvilt. Undir

verid ad austanverdu. Medfram

EXCAVATION IN REYKHOLT

Project Manager: Gudran Sveinbjarnardottir
Supervisors: Hildur Gestsdottir & Oscar Aldred
Field Team: Stefan Olafsson, Hronn Konradsdottir,

Anies Hassan, Rod Brooks

In June 2004 the excavation of the church and
part of the cemetery continued from 2002 and
2003. The excavation in 2004 focused on the
remaining archaeological deposits and features
and in particular the two phases dating
between 1788 to 1886. Several new areas were
opened and these revealed a similar sequence
of deposits, features and events that were
seen previously. At least two or more earlier
Other
deposits and features relating to the modern
and the post-adandonment periods were also
excavated.

phases were revealed. remaining

Indications of several earlier phases of
church were seen in 2004, these included a
pre-1788 cruciform shaped church, that is com-
parable to the post medieval church at
Skalholt. In two graves excavated inside the
church, indications of several earlier phases

were observed, these included a different
alignment of large stones as well as thick
deposits of dark material in the section.

The pre-1835 church was of considerable
interest due to great density and wide distri-
bution of artefacts, c. 900 individual objects,
within the floors of the church. The cobbled
surface probably provided the foundation for a
wooden floor that was later removed and re-
used. The church had a turf and stone con-
struction with an outer and inner row of stones
that contained within it a turf wall. A stone-
built feature extended out from the southern
wall. It was severely damaged and only sur-
vived two meters but it is suggested that this
was a tunnel connecting the farm complex to
the church.

The 1835 to 1886 church re-used the earlier
construction for its walls and timber supporting
structure, with two stone rows and a turf wall
at the southern end, perhaps forming the foun-
dation for a stave wall. Alongside the inner
edge of the walls on the southern and northern
walls were large stone platforms that helped to




goélfinu matti sja margar radir af torfhnausum.
Grafir sunnantil & uppgraftarsveedinu syndu
mork kirkjugards & pann veg, en ekki fundust
neinar leifar af kirkjugardsvegg.

sup-
port a
SuSs-
pend-
ed floor; under which several layers of laid turf
blocks were seen. Graves on the southern side
of the excavation area marked that limit of the
cemetery in the absence of a boundary wall.
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——
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Stefan Olafsson grefur upp ar gréf inni i kirkjunni

Stéfan Olafsson excavating a grave inside the church

g



FORNLEIFAUPPGROFTUR A MOBRUVOLLUM

Uppgraftarstjori: Howell M. Roberts

Starfsmenn vid uppgroft: Howell M. Roberts, Orri
Vésteinsson, Runar Leifsson

Unnid fyrir: Vegagerdina, Nordurlandi eystra.
Vegaframkveemdir voru fyrirhugadar hja
M8druvollum i Eyjafirdi og var talid ad peer
myndu skada lagan hrygg eda vegg. Vid
skraningu hafdi upphaskkun pessi verid talin af
manna voéldum.

Upphaekkunin var 16 m ad lengd og 0,5 m ad
haed og la pvert fyrir endann a grasi vaxinni,
nattarulegri deeld & malarbokkum nedan vid
tin a Moéoruvollum en ofan vid flatar og vot-
lendar eyrar sem teygja Ur sér vestur ad
Eyjafjardara. Modruvellir eru kirkjustadur og
par satu hoféingjar og rikismenn & midéldum og
lengi sidar.

Uppgroftur stadfesti ad uppheekkunin var
gerd af mannahondum, gardlag Ur mold og
grjoti. Engin gjoskulég fundust vid rannsokn
mannvirkisins og pvi verdur pad ekki timasett.

EXCAVATION AT

Director: Howell M. Roberts
Field Team: Howell M. Roberts, Orri Vésteinsson,

Runar Leifsson

At Moéoruvellir in Eyjafjordur proposed road
(Nordurlandi
eystra) threatened a small bank which had

construction by Vegagerdin
been previously identified as man-made during
field survey.

This 16 m long and 0.5 m high bank closed
the end of a naturally formed grassy depression
on a gravelly terrace below the hay-fields of
the farm of Md&druvellir, overlooking flat and
wet alluvial plains stretching westwards to the
river Eyjafjardara. Modruvellir is a church
farm and was the stronghold of chieftains and
magnates in medieval and early modern times.

Excavation confirmed that the bank is a
man-made earthwork, built of stone and loose
earth. No tephra layers were however found in
relation to the earthwork. Its dating therefore
It is proposed that it func-
tioned as a barrier, to enclose the depression,

remains unknown.

presumably for the penning of livestock.

Liklegt er ad pad sé reist til ad loka af deeld-
inni, veentanlega til ad nota hana sem adhald
fyrir skepnur. Milli gardlagsins og malarinnar
undir pvi er punnt lag af mold og i pvi orlitlar
vidarkolaflisar. bessi ummerki eru tulkud sem
vitnisburdur um ad skéglendi hafi verié brennt
i nagrenninu, ef til vill um pad leyti sem land
var numid & pessum slédum.

Konnunarskurdir voru grafnir inni i deeldinni.
par vard fyrir pykkur jardvegur og i honum morg
gjoskuldg. Ekki fundust merki um mannvist
nema a einum stad, par sem storir vidarkola-
molar voru innanum moldina sem hladist hafdi
upp eftir 1300. petta geeti verio til vitnis um
kolagerd einhvers stadar i ndgrenninu & 15.-16.
old.

Landslagido umhverfis Modruvelli hefur verid
skoglaust 6ldum saman, en pessi vitnisburour
bendir til pess ad eitthvert skoglendi kunni ad
hafa haldid velli nedan vid tinid & beenum fram
a ondverdan natima. Vidarkolagerd svo nalaegt
bae geeti bent til pess ad adrir skégar (einkum

MODRUVELLIR

Between the earthwork and the underlying
gravel, a thin lens of natural soil included small
fragments of charcoal, interpreted as evidence
of forest clearance in the vicinity, possibly
from the beginning of settlment in the area.

Testpits in the depression revealed thick
soils with a number of tephra layers. No
anthropogenic activity was detected except in
one pit where substantial pieces of charcoal
were mixed in with the soil which had formed
after 1300, interpreted as evidence of charocal
making in the vicinity in the 15th-16th cen-
turies.

The landscape around Médruvellir has been
deforested for centuries but this evidence sug-
gests that some woodland may have survived
just below the farm's homefield into early
modern times. Charcoal making so close to
home may suggest that other woodland
(most notably the
Nupufellsskogar, some 2 km to the south) had
become depleted by the end of the Middle
Ages.

resources famous




hinir freegu Nupufellsskégar, um 2 km sunnar)
hafi verid farnir ad lata & sja vid lok midalda.

Deeldin ar nordri, gardlagid er vid enda hennar vinstra megin a
myndinni

Depression seen from north, the bank is at the far end of it to the
left




FORNLEIFAUPPGROFTUR A HVOLSVELLI

Uppgraftarstjorar: Howell Roberts og Gudrun Alda
Gisladottir

Vid adalskraningu fornleifa a Hvolsvelli og
nagrenni a Utmanudum 2004 var skrad stor,
hringlaga past i Hvolstani, sem er i tdni
Storélfshvols. bust pessi er & fyrirhugudu

byggingarsveedi, nordan og austan nuverandi
byggdar. Ad beidni skipulags-og byggingarfull-
trda Rangarpings eystra var grafinn prufu-
skurdur i pastina. Markmidid med greftinum
var ad ganga Ur skugga um hvers edlis pust
pessi veeri, p.e.a.s. hvort heldur nattdruleg
eda af manna voldum og hvort heegt veeri ad
sja um hvers konar mannvirki er ad reeda. bUst
pessi er ad kalla hringlaga, mest u.p.b. 32 m i
pvermdl og er &berandi i sléttudu taninu. Vid
fyrstu syn minnir pastin & gerdi med afar
signum veggjum. Handgrafinn var 1x5 m langur
I ljos
kom ad pegar mannvirkid var byggt haféi verid
grafinn skurdur medfram UGtveggjum pess.
Métar skurdurinn og skurdbarmurinn pad lands-

skurdur yfir bunguna ad nordanverdu.

lag sem nu er sjaanlegt a yfirbordi tdnsins.
Engar torfhledslur, steinar eda pviumlikt fund-
ust vid koénnunina.
mannvirki ad reeda en hlutverk pess er épekkt.
Apekk mannvirki og jafn torskiljanleg eru i

Ljost er ad parna er um

tunum nokkurra stérbyla og hugsanlega talid ad
pau geti tengst raektun.

EXCAVATION AT HVOLSVOLLUR

Project Team: Howell Roberts and Gudrin Alda
Gisladottir

During archaeological survey in Hvolsvollur and
surroundings (in spring 2004) a large circular
earthwork was recorded in the homefield of
the old farm Stérolfshvoll. This earthwork is in
an area that was planned for apartment build-
ings. On behalf of community of Rangarping
eystra, Fornleifastofnun islands undertook
recearch to find out if this earthwork was man-
made or of natural origin, before construction
work could took place. The earthwork is clear-
ly visible in the flat homefield, ca. 32 m in
diameter but quite flattened. A1 x 5 m long
test trench was dug at the north side of the
earthwork. At 0.8 m depth was a clear cut,
and the bottom of the cut was at 1.5 m depth.
The feature is on the outside of this circular
earthwork and this has formed the landscape
that is now visible on the surface. The pur-
pose of this earthwork is not known and at this
point it is also not known if there is also a cut

on the inside of the ring. No walls or stones
were detected in the trench. Similar circular
earthworks are known in homefields of other
big farms but have not been investigated.

Howell Roberts vid skurdgroft & Hvolsvelli

Howell Roberts excavating in Hvolsvollur




FORNLEIFAUPPGROFTUR A REYKJUM | OLAFSFIRDI

Uppgraftarstjéri: Oscar Aldred.
Starfsmenn vid uppgroft: Howell Roberts, James

Taylor, Gudran Alda Gisladottir og Hakon Jensson.

Fornleifarannsoknir
foru fram a Reykjum
og & Lagheidi vegna
fyrirhugadra
framkveemda

vega-
sem
Vegagerdin stod ad.
brjar byggingar voru
rannsakadar,
gardlag og litil varda.
Allar  byggingarnar
voru ar torfi og litid
grjét i peim, en po
var a einum stad
(stad 1) ad sja aod

einnig

grjot veeri i veggjum. Litid fannst af
gjoskulogum og erfitt ad greina pau a vett-
vangi nema sérfraedingur veeri ad verki. Magnus
A. Sigurgeirsson skodadi stadinn og taldi liklegt
ad minjar a stédum 3 og 4 veeru fra pvi eftir
1300. Jardlagaskipun benti til pess ad gardlag-
i0 (stadur 2) veeri eldra en byggingin & stad 1.
Yfirbordslagid undir gardlaginu bendir til pess
ad pad hafi verido hladio fljétlega eftir land-
nam. Bygging 1 og gardlagid eru hvort tveggja
minjar eftir landbanad & svaedinu. Byggingin er
tulkud sem smalakofi, par sem einnig var haegt
ad setja inn faeinar kindur. Gardlagid er landa-
merkjagarour a Reykjum og hefur skilid ad
beitilond.

Byggingarnar & stodum 3 og 4 hafa trilega verio

heimalandid og sameiginleg

notadar & svipadan hatt og su er nefnd var

fyrst, baedi sem huasaskjol fyrir menn og litid
holf fyrir skepnur.

Uppmeelingar og groftur & Reykjum

Survey and excavation at Reykir

EXCAVATION AT REYKIR IN OLAFSFJORPUR

Field Director: Oscar Aldred
Field Team: Howell Roberts, James Taylor, Gudrin

Alda Gisladottir, Hakon Jensson

The archaeological investigations at Reykir and
on Lagheidi in advance of a road development
by Vegageridin revealed 3 structures, a farm
boundary as well as a small cairn. All the struc-
tures were turf built, with little use of stone,
though at one there were indications that the
wall incorporated stone. The tephra deposits
were slight and difficult to observe in the field
without specialist knowledge, although field
visit by Magnus A Sigurgeirsson suggested that
two sites dated to after 1300. The stratigraph-
ic relationship between the boundary and one
of the structures indicate that the boundary is
earlier. The preserved surface under the
boundary suggests that the date of construc-
tion was shortly after landndm. The structure
and the boundary relate to farming activities in
this immediate area; the structure is interpret-
ed as a shepherd’s shelter with a front area to
house a few sheep. The boundary is the farm

boundary of Reykir and divides the farm land
from the shared and communal grazing land.
The structures located at the other sites relate
to a similar use though both for shelter as well
as a small animal enclosure.

Oscar Aldred teiknar upp snid gegnum torfvegg

Oscar Aldred recording a turf wall



FORN GARDLOG | SUBDUR PINGEYJARSYSLU

Verkefnishépur: Arni Einarsson, Birna Larusdottir,

Christian  Keller, Elin  Hreidarsdoéttir, Orri
Vésteinsson, Oscar Aldred
patt

Stofnanir sem taka:

Fornleifastofnun islands,

Nattdrurannsoknastddin vid Myvatn

Rannsdknarverkefnid Forn gardldg i
Sudur Pbingeyjarsyslu nytur styrks
fra Rannis. betta var fyrsta ario af
prem og hefur ahersla einkum verid
1690 & ad proa asdferdir og teekni vio e
kortlagningu landslagsins. Notadar
voru loftmyndir og safnad saman
upplysingum Ur fyrri rannséknum &
Einnig var kortlagt a
jordu nidri med GPS-teekjum og
gogn feerd af ljésmyndum inn i
landfraedilegt upplysingakerfi
(GIS). Vio fyrstu kortlagningu
hafa komid fram gardlagakerfi
sem eru alls um 190 km ad lengd.
Baedi eru par langir, beinir gardar

sveedinu.

0g einnig gerdi eda holf. Rannsoknarsvaedio er
um 4.000 ferkilometrar. Mest er af léngum

Tangardur og byggingaleifar & Narfastadaseli, Seljadal. Ljésmyndari Arni Einarsso

Enclosure and linear boundaries at Narfastadasel, Seljadalur, taken in 2004 by Arni Einar:

AN EXTENSIVE SYSTEM OF EARTHWORKS IN NORTH EAST ICELAND

Project group: Arni Einarsson, Birna Larusdottir,
Christian Keller, Elin Hreidarsdottir, Orri Vesteinsson
and Oscar Aldred
Participating

organisations:  Fornleifastofnun

islands, Nattarurannsoknastodin vid Myvatn

The project is funded by Rannis. In this first
of a three-year project, emphasis was given
to the development of methods and tech-
niques of mapping landscapes. The main
sources used were aerial imagery, incorpora-
tion and integration of previous research
carried out in the study area, as well as the
collection and mapping using Global
Positioning System (GPS) survey and tran-
scriptions photographs

Geographical Information System (GIS) and

from into a
information about the data collection in a
relational database.

The initial mapping has revealed exten-
sive land management systems that total c.
190 km in length. These include both long or
linear boundaries as well as enclosures; the
study area measures c. 4,000 sq km. The dis-

tribution of linear boundaries are concen-
trated on the upland plateaux of Fjétsheidi
and Reykjahverfi, though there are concen-
trations of enclosures in some areas such as
south of Husavik and in Bardardalur. The
project has also carried out outreach in
informing local groups about the work and
produced popular articles and a more
detailed report outlining the initial results.
It has also produced a web area where infor-
mation about the project can be viewed.
One of the most exciting areas of work
has been in the development of aerial pho-
tography for archaeology. The project has
been fortunate to have had funding to carry
out several flights a year to record and pho-
tograph the boundaries in the study area.
These have contributed greatly to the dis-
covery of boundaries when their location on
the ground can often be masked by vegeta-
tion. Furthermore, the use of satellite
imagery and vertical aerial photographs in
the mapping process has produced compre-
hensive knowledge about the present-day




gérdum & Fljotsheidi og heidalondum i
Reykjahverfi, en einnig ma sja téluvert af holf-
um sums stadar sudur af Huasavik og i
Bardardal. Leitast hefur verid vid ad kynna
heimamodnnum rannséknina og birtar um hana
alpydlegar greinar og itarlegri skyrslur, par sem
greint er fra fyrstu nidurstédum. Einnig hefur
verio komid upp vefsvaedi par sem haegt er ad
nalgast upplysingar um verkefnid.

Einn dhugaverdasti pattur verkefnisins hefur
verio ad préa notkun loftmynda i forn-
leifafreedi. Svo vel vill til ad verkefnido hefur
haft fé til ad skrd og ljosmynda rannsoknar-

sveedid Ur lofti nokkrum sinnum & ari. betta
hefur hjalpad mjog til ad greina gardolég, sem
sum hver sjast illa & jordu nidri vegna grodurs.
Einnig hefur verid studst vid gervihnattamyndir
og léoréttar loftmyndir, og allt veitir petta
vidteekar upplysingar um hve mikid er enn
vardveitt af gardlagakerfunum. Greinilega ma
sja ad jardabeetur og nattdrulegar égnir eins og
uppbléastur hafa mikil ahrif & vardveislu gardla-
ga. Med pvi ad skoda eldri loftmyndir, par sem
peer eru til, fra pvi &dur en vélveeding land-
banadarins feerdist i aukana, eetti ad vera haegt
ad sja minjar um gardlagakerfi sem eydilagst
hafa vid jardreekt og af voldum nattaru-

aflanna. pessi verkpattur fer fram 2005.
Rannsoknin  hefur verid kynnt &
alpjéolegum fundi starfshops um forn-
leifaathuganir ur lofti (Aerial Archaeology
Research Group), sem haldinn var i
Helsinki i Finnlandi.

the boundaries is dependant upon the
effects on the landscape from land
improvements and natural hazards such
as erosion. Therefore, by looking at
earlier aerial photographs, perhaps
prior to increased mechanised farming,
it will be possible to see remnants of
the systems that have been destroyed
in the improvement of land areas or in
the destruction from natural hazards;
this will take place in 2005. This work
has been presented to an international
meeting of the Aerial Archaeology
Research Group, in Helsinki, Finland.

Rannsoknarsveedid. Stdra kortid synir sveedid par sem gardlagakerfio

er hvad best vardveitt: Adaldal, Reykjadal, Laxardal og Reykjahverfi.

Area focus within study area showing the density and best preserved areas

of boundaries against contour lines (Map data: LMi).

extent of the boundary systems. During this
first year, it is noticeable that the survival of




FORNLEIFAUPPGROFTUR | SUPURGOTU

Uppgraftarstjori: Gardar Gudmundsson

Starfsmenn vid uppgroft: Adolf Fridriksson, Sigridur
borgeirsdottir, Ragnar Edvardsson, Yekatarina
Krivogorskaya, Gudmundur Joénsson og Katarina

Hegner

Sumarid 2004 endurnyjadi gatnamalastjori
Reykjavikur lagnir,
Sudurgdtu nordan Hringbrautar, i Vonarstraeti
vestan

fylliefni og yfirbord i

Tjarnargdtu og Tuangdtu austan
Gardastraetis. A pessu svaedi, p.e. vid nyrsta
hluta Sudurgétu, vestasta hluta Vonarstreetis
og austasta hluta Tungotu, hafa fundist elstu
minjar um busetu i Reykjavik. | 1jési pess og
med tilvisan til pjodminjalaga fol Arbeejarsafn
fyrir

Fornleifastofnun

- Minjasafn Reykjavikur, hénd gat-

namalastjora, islands ad
annast rannsoknir & fornleifum sem koma
kynnu i 1j6s vid framkveemdirnar. Verkefni FSI
folst i
dasvaedinu, skra paer fornleifar sem i 1j6s komu
og ekki var naudsyn ad fjarleegja og ad rann-

pvi ad vakta groft & framkveem-

saka med uppgrefti fornleifar sem purftu ad

EXCAVATION IN SUPURGATA

Project Manager: Gardar Gudmundsson
Field Adolf
borgeirsdottir, Ragnar

Team: Fridriksson, Sigridur

Edvardsson, Yekatarina
Krivogorskaya, Gudmundur Jonsson and Katarina

Hegner

In the summer of 2004 the Reykjavik City street
department renewed the road surface and ser-
vives in an area of the old town centre of
Reykjavik. Around the northenmost part of
Sudurgata, the westernmost part of
Vonarstraeti and the easternmost part of
Tungata, the oldest remains of a settlement in
Reykjavik had been previously found. For this
reason and in accordance with the antiquities
law Arbeejarsafn, the municipal museum of
Reykjavik, on behalf of the Reykjavik street
authority, asked FSI to undertake the investiga-
tion of any archaeology that might be uncov-
ered by these works. The task of the FSi was to
monitor the machine digging, record the
archaeology that was uncovered and advise on
what could be left undisturbed and to excavate

those archaeological layers that were threat-

i skurdi i Vonarstreeti og
Sudurgotu,
Vonarstreetis og Tungdtu, matti vida sja land-

vikja. | nordursnidi
austursnidi i skuroi i milli
namsgjoskuna, sem féll um 871, rétt ofan &
sjavarmol og par yfir mannvistarldg, baedi leif-
ar af byggingum og sorplég. Nedst i Tungotu
kom i 1jés gotureesi, ad 6llum likindum fra pvi
snemma a 20. éld. Framan vid Sudurgotu 7
fundust girdingarstaurar og steinlégd vegbrun
vestan vid nlverandi gangstéttarbrdn, sem
synir ad Sudurgata hefur adur verid mjoérri og
ad viod breikkun gotunnar hafi 166armork faerst
austar. Sunnar i Sudurgdtu, eda & mots vid
Radherrablstadinn i Tjarnargdtu, komu i ljos
hledslur sem ad

Ollum likindum
eru leifar
baejarhusa i
Melkoti.

ened. In the Uppgraftur i Sudurgstu
northern sec-
tion of the
trench in

Vonarstreeti and the eastern section of the
trench in Sudurgata, the so called landnam
tephra, that was deposited around 871, could
frequently be seen straight on top of a layer of
marine gravel. On top of the tephra there were
cultural layers, both remains of buildings and
midden layers. At the bottom of Tdngata a
stone-built street sewer was recorded, proba-
bly from early 20th century. In front of the
house at Sudurgata 7, remains of fence posts
and a row of curb stones, revealed that
Sudurgata had previously been narrower.
Farther to the south along Sudurgata, opposite
the so-called “Radherrabustadurinn” (minis-
ter”s residence), some wall remains were seen
that are likely to be from the small farm of
Melkot (18th - early 20th century).

Excavations at Sudurgata, Reykjavik




FORNLEIFAUPPGROFTUR A EYRI, ISAFJARDARBZA

Uppgraftarstjori: James Taylor
Starfsmenn vid uppgroft:  Andrea Hardardottir,
Freya Sadarangani, Gudran Alda Gisladottir og

Sigridur borgeirsdottir.

Arid 2003 hofst rannsokn & leifum baejarins
Eyrar isafirdi.
Tilgangur rannsdknanna pad ar var ad kanna

astand fornleifa og meta rannsoknargildi

ad o6sk beejaryfirvalda &

stadarins. Nidurstodur lofudu gédu og héldu
rannsoknirnar afram i ar. Markmid rannséknar-
innar arid 2004 var tvipaett. Annars vegar var
eetlunin ad finna mork mannvistarleifa fra
Eyrarbze. [ peim tilgangi voru grafnir tveir

prufuskurdir, annar til ad stadsetja 6skuhaug
Eyrar og hinn til ad finna mork tdnstaedisins.
pad tokst med agsetum. Hins vegar var radist i
frekari rannsoknir a sjalfum baejarhdlnum.
Opnad var 15 x 10 m stért sveedi yfir midjan
hélinn.  Yfir beejarleifunum voru minjar og
mannvistarlog fra lokum 19. aldar og fra 20.

old. pykk og mikil mooskulog lagu i toftum

EXCAVATION AT EYRI IN iSAFJORBDUR

Director: James Taylor
Field

Sadarangani, Gudrun Alda Gisladéttir and Sigridur

team: Andrea Hardardottir, Freya

porgeirsdottir.

During previous seasons Fornleifastofnun
{slands carried out an archaeological evalua-
tion (trial trenching) on municipal land on the
grounds of the Museum in Isafjordur. This pro-
gramme was continued and completed this
season with the addition of two further trench-
es targeted to pinpoint the midden mound and
home-field boundaries of the site, thus com-
pleting assessment of the extents of, and
degree of, preservation within the research
area. As a result of the findings of this evalua-
tion, an open area excavation was undertaken
on top of the farm mound in an effort to under-
stand the uppermost sequences of the site and
its process of abandonment. All of this work
was carried out on behalf of the Town of
Isafjorour and represents the second stage of a
process of investigation that may help to shed

light on the development of the earliest known

hdsanna og virdist pvi sem rastirnar hafi verid
notadar sem Oskuhaugur eftir ad beerinn var
rifinn.  Undir pessum seinni tima légum komu
fram mannvistarldg og gripir fra sidasta

byggingarskeidi Eyrarbsejar sem lagdist i eydi
1877. 11jos komu leifar beejarhisanna, veggja-
hledslur og herbergi. Byggingaleifarnar og
fundirnir sem rannsakadir voru sumarid 2004

eru vel vardveittir og lofa godu um framhaldid.

Uppgraftarsveedid a Eyri

settlement in the area.

All of the remains encountered upon this
site appear to represent a single phase of mid
to late 19th century activity - this corresponds
well to the documented abandonment of the
farm in 1877. A contour survey centred upon
the farm-mound and its immediate vicinity has
recorded in detail the local topography, and
revealed two probable foci of activity on the
site. The nature and date of the deposits found
suggest excellent potential for preservation of
earlier remains on the site.

Excavation area in Eyri



FORNLEIFAUPPGROFTUR | VATNSFIRDI

Verkefnisstjorar: Torfi Tulinius, Adolf Fridriksson.
Uppgraftarstjori: Ragnar Edvardsson.

Starfsmenn vid uppgroft: Uggi Avarsson, Oddgeir
Hansson, Ruth Maher, Astrid Daxbock, Yekatarina

Krivogorskaya, Peter Kuchar

Beerinn i Vatnsfirdi stendur & nesi milli isa-
fjardar og Mjoafjardar innst vid [safjardardjap.
Beejarins er gerid i ritheimildum fra 12. og 13.
old, en liklegt er ad fyrst hafi verio buio par
snemma a 10. old.

Uppgrofturinn 2004 var framhald & rannsokn
sem hofst 2003, en pa hafdi komid i ljés ad
miklar minjar var ad finna & a.m.k. 200 fer-
metra svaedi. 2004 var unnid & sveedi sem var
um pad bil
baejarhdllinn. bar hafdi kénnunarskurdur leitt i
1jos
Uppgraftarsveedio var 70 fermetrar ad steerd,

100 metrum nordar en gamli

leifar af skadla fra vikingadld.
en hvergi dypra en 20 sentimetrar. Minjarnar
voru adeins nokkra sentimetra undir yfirbordi,
enda er jarovegspykknun vidast & Vestfjoroum

mun hagegari en annars stadar & Islandi.

Sumarid 2004 var pad stadfest sem undirbin-
ingsrannsoknin 2003 hafdi bent til. Haegt var ad
sja tvd notkunarskeid a rannsoknarsveedinu.
Hido fyrra var vikingaaldarskali og hid sidara
minni bygging, sem ekki er ljést til hvers hefur
verid. Skalinn var um 16 x 6 m ad innanmali og
sneri nordur og sudur. | honum midjum var eld-
steedi, 2 x 1 m ad steerd, en badir endar hoféu
skaddast af sidari tima umsvifum, beedi pegar
skalinn var yfirgefinn og pegar tunio var sléttao
4 20. 6ld. A skalanum voru tvennar dyr, badar &
austurvegg.

Eftir ad skalinn var yfirgefinn var reist minna
his & stadnum. bad var 9 x 6 m ad steerd og
sneri eins og skalinn. [ sudurenda pess var litid
eldsteedi, en pad hafdi skaddast og litid var
vardveitt af pvi. Einar dyr voru a husinu, ad
nordaustanverou.

Skilyroi til vardveislu voru ekki géd, jaro-
vegur var sur og fa dyrabein vardveitt. b6 fund-
ust 103 gripir, par & medal hlutir ar jarni, tveer
sorvistolur, tilsnidid hvalbein, kljasteinn og

fiskisleggja. beir gripir sem heegt er ad

EXCAVATION AT VATNSFJORDUR

Project Manager: Torfi Tulinius, Adolf Fridriksson.
Field Director: Ragnar Edvardsson.

Field Team: Uggi Avarsson, Oddgeir Hansson, Ruth
Maher, Astrid Daxbock, Yekatarina Krivogorskaya and

Peter Kuchar

The Vatnsfjordur farm is situated on a penin-
sula between Isafjérdur and Mjoifjordur in
[safjardardjap in the Northwest of Iceland.
The farm appears in 12th- and 13th-century
written sources and it is likely that the farm
was settled in the early 10th century.

The 2004 excavation was the continuation
of preliminary research begun in 2003,
which had identified substantial archaeolog-
ical remains covering an area of approxi-
mately 200 square meters. The 2004 excava-
tion was focused on an area about 100 m
north of the old farm mound where a test
trench had identified remains of a Viking age
longhouse. The excavation area was 70m
square but nowhere deeper than 20 cm. The
archaeological remains were only a few cen-
timeters beneath the surface due to the

slow nature of soil accumulation in the

Northwest in contrast to elsewhere in
Iceland.

The 2004 excavation season confirmed
the findings of the 2003 preliminary investi-
gation. Two main occupational phases were
positively identified in the area, the earliest
a Viking age longhouse and the later a small-
er building of unknown function. The Viking
age longhouse had internal dimensions of
c.16 x 6 m, and was aligned in a north/south
direction. In the center of the building was a
hearth, 2 x 1 m in size but both ends had
been damaged by later activity in the area.
The south end of the longhouse had also
been badly damaged by later activity, both
during its abandonment and from 20th cen-
tury field levelling. The longhouse had two
entrances both in the eastern wall.

After abandonment of the longhouse, a
smaller building was erected on the site.
This building measured 9 x 6 m in size and
was aligned in the same direction as the

longhouse. In the southern end a small




timasetja benda til pess ad beaedi husin hafi
verid i notkun a 10. 6ld.

hearth had been built but little remained of
it as it had been badly damaged. This build-
ing had one entrance on the north-eastern
side.

Conditions for preservation were not good
on the site because of soil acidity and few
animal bones were recovered during the
excavation. However, 103 artifacts were
recovered including iron objects, two beads,
worked whalebone, a loomweight and a fish
hammer. The typological assessment of the
finds suggest that both occupation phases
date to the 10th century.

Uppgroftur i Vatnsfirdi

Excavations at Vatnsfjordur



FORNLEIFAUPPGROFTUR A KUVIKUM

Uppgraftarstjori: Birna Larusdottir
Starfsmenn uppgraftar: Birna Larusdéttir, Elin Osk
Gavin Yekatarina

Hreidarsdottir, Lucas og

Krivogorskaya

[ agust 2004 for fram fornleifauppgroftur &
Oskuhaug & Kavikum, gémlum verslunarstad i
Reykjarfirdi i Arneshreppi & Stréndum. Talid er
ad hann hafi fyrst verid settur a4 fot pegar
einokun komst & ario 1602 en byggdin for i eydi
1949. Kavikur voru eina héfnin & Islandi sem
var kollud lysishofn en adrar hafnir umhverfis
landid voru flokkadar i fiskihafnir og slatur-
hafnir. Lysid var einkum framleitt med breedslu
a

A trench through the midden in Kavikur

Field Director: Birna Larusdottir
Elin Osk
and Yekatarina

Field Team: Birna Larusdéttir,

Hreidarsdottir, Gavin Lucas

Krivogorskaya

In August 2004, a small rescue excavation
was carried out on a midden in Kavikur, an
old trading station in Reykjarfjordur bay,
Strandasysla, NW-Iceland.
to have been set up after the Danish trad-
ing monopoly was established in 1602 and
abandoned
Kavikur was the only port in Iceland cate-
gorized as a liver oil port while other
ports around the country fell into two
main categories: Fish ports and meat
ports. The liver oil was produced largely
by the melting of shark liver.
caught from Kdavikur until the 20th centu-

It is believed

in the mid 20th century.

Shark was

hékarlalifur. Gert var Gt & hakarl fra Kavikum
fram a 20. 6ld og einhver steersta hakarlaver-
stdd landsins, Gjogur, var handan fjardarins.
2003 hofou

Fornleifastofnunar farid & stadinn til ad kort-

Sumarid starfsmenn
leggja minjar vegna adalskraningar fornleifa i
Arneshreppi. Kom pa i 1jos ad 6skuhaugurinn
var mikid rofinn & annarri langhlid, adallega
vegna agangs saudfjar sem leitar par skjols.
Naudsynlegt potti pvi ad leita leida til ad kanna
vardveislu haugsins, samsetningu hans og aldur
aour en hann skemmdist frekar.
Fornleifasjodur styrkti uppgroftinn.  Skurdur

var grafinn gegnum 6skuhauginn. par reyndust

enn

yfir 2 m djip ruslalég sem samanstodu ad
mestu af moédsku og ymsum Urgangi en einnig
komu i 1j6s leifar af grjéthruni og hugsanlegum
golflogum undir 6skuhaugnum. bpar geeti hafa
verid bygging af einhverju tagi. Alls fundust
ramlega 2000 gripir af ymsu tagi, peir elstu
likast til fra 17. eda 18. 6ld en peir yngstu syna
ad oskuhaugurinn hefur verid i notkun allt par
til byggo & Kavikum leid undir lok.

EXCAVATION AT KUVIKUR

ry but also the largest shark fishing sta-
tion in Iceland, Gjogur, was just across the
Reykjarfjérour bay.

The observed during
archaeological field survey in the summer
of 2003.
threatened because of erosion,
caused by sheep seeking shelter under it,
trampling the ground and

midden was
It was found to be seriously
mostly

rubbing up
against the midden, causing it to erode
disintegrate bit-by-bit.
Fornleifasjodur funded the excavation. A

and

trench was dug through the midden. It
had over 2 m thick waste deposits which
consisted mainly of peatash and other
waste. Under the midden, compact lay-
ers, possibly the remains of a floor, were
revealed. These could have belonged to a
structure of some sort. In total over 2000
finds were retrieved, the oldest dating to
the 17th/18th centuries but the most
recent finds show that the midden was in
use until the settlement was abandoned.




FORNLEIFAUPPGROFTUR HJA KARAHNJUKUM

Verkstjori: Gardar Gudmundsson
Starfsmenn uppgraftar : Gardar Gudmundsson og

Gavin Lucas

Landsvirkjun stendur fyrir umfangsmiklum
virkjunarframkveemdum & hélendinu
nordan Vatnajokuls. Verid er ad reisa stiflu
vid Karahnjuka og vid pad mun myndast
vidattumikid uppistoouldn, Halslén, sem
feerir i kaf nokkra minjastadi. Landsvirkjun
fol Fornleifastofnun islands ad rannsaka

minjarnar sumarid 2004. Um var ad reeda
fimm minjastadi i Saudardal: Rust leitar-
mannakofa, stopla klafferju yfir Sauda,
vordu, adhald og veggjarbrot. Auk pessa
var rannsakadur leitarmannakofi sem er
vid Saudé sydst i Kofadldu. Minjarnar voru
allar myndadar og teiknadar og kannadar
med fornleifauppgreftri.

Uppgroftur & leitarmannakofa

Excavating a shepherds hut at
Karahnjukar

EXCAVATION AT KARAHNJUKAR

Project Manager: Gardar Gudmundsson
Field team: Gardar Gudmundsson and Gavin Lucas

Landsvirkjun is currently building a large-
scale power plant in the highlands north of
Vatnajokull, in the Northeast of Iceland. A
dam is being built at Karahnukar that will
result in a large reservoir, the so-called
Halslon. As some archaeological remains will
be submerged under water,
requested the FSi to investigate those rea-
mains in the summer of 2004. The archaeol-

Landvirkjun

ogy consisted of 5 sites in Saudardalur: the
ruin of a shelter for sheep-gatherers, the
riverbank constructions from which a winch-
ferry works at Sauda, a cairn, an enclosure
for animals and a portion of a wall. In addi-
tion, a shelter for sheep-gatherers close to
Sauda on the southern end of the so-called
The pho-
tographed and drawn and investigated by
archaeological excavation.

Kofaalda. remains were all



FLUREITRUN AF VOLDUM SKAFTARELDA 1783-4

Verkefnisstjorar: Dr. Peter Baxter og Hildur
Gestsdottir
Starfsmenn: Clive Oppenheimer og Gudrin Alda
Gisladottir.
Samstarfsadilar: Haskolinn i Cambridge og Haskdélinn

i Lyon 1.

Skaftareldar og Méduhardindin sem peim fylgdu
(1783-4) eru mestu nattaruhamfarir sem islenska
pjéadin hefur ordiod fyrir og heimildir eru um, en
um 10000 manns eda 20% pjodarinnar lét lifid
og stér hluti bustofns landsmanna drapst eftir
hafoi groour.
Samtimalysingar Steingrimssonar &

a0 gosio storskemmt
Jons
beinabreytingum, adallega i bifénadi, en
einnig i ménnum, benda til pess ad margir hafi
latist ur flareitrun eftir ad hafa innbyrt eitrada
gjosku.

Markmid pessa verkefnis er ad rannsaka heilsu
peirra, sem bjuggu naleegt upptdkum gossins,
med pvi ad grafa upp kirkjugard sem var i
notkun & peim tima sem hardindin gengu yfir,
og vinna baedi stor- og smasaejar rannsoknir a

beinunum til ad athuga hvort félkid hafi pjaost
af flareitrun. Visbendingar um hvort og pa
hversu mikid félk a hamfarasvaedinu pjadist af
flareitrun hafa ekki adeins fornleifa- og sagn-
heldur

pekkingu & ahrifum eldgosa a heilsufar. Einnig

fraedilegt gildi, munu peer auka
eru peer mikilveegar fyrir almannavarnir vio ad
skipuleggja viobrogd i eldgosum, sérstaklega
vegna pess ad ahrif flureitrunar geta teygt sig
ut fyrir landsteinana par sem eiturefnin geta
borist med vedri og vindum.

Sumarid 2004 var unnin forrannsékn ad
pessu verkefni, og pvi grafio i tvo kirkjugaroa i
Skaftartungu, & Eystri-Asum og Bulandi, sem
voru badir lagdir af 1898 pegar soknirnar voru
sameinadar og kirkjan flutt ad Gréf. Markmio
forrannsoknarinnar var ad athuga hversu
audveldlega veeri haegt ad timasetja einstakar
grafir og athuga vardveislu beina. Tveer grafir
voru grafnar upp i kirkjugardinum & Eystri-
Asum. bar fundust gjoskulég Gr Kétlugosum fra
1755 og 1918 og héfou grafirnar tveer verid tekn-
ar & midju pvi timabili sem adskilur pessi tvo

FLURINE POISONING OF THE VICTIMS OF THE 1783-4 ERUPTION OF
THE LAKI FISSURE, ICELAND

Project directors: Dr. Peter Baxter & Hildur
Gestsdottir

Field team: Gudrun Alda Gisladottir & Clive
Oppenheimer.

Collaborators: University of Cambridge & University

of Lyon 1.

The eruption of the Laki fissure 1783-4, is the

greatest recorded calamity to affect Iceland
since its settlement. The emissions from the
fissure decimated the vegetation, which led to
a famine which caused the death of c. 10, 000
people, or 20% of the population and a large
proportion of the livestock. Contemporary
accounts record bone changes in humans and
livestock, suggesting that many died from fluo-
rosis by ingesting toxic ash. This project
seeks to address the health of people who
lived near to the centre of the eruption. This
will be done by carrying out an excavation of
a cemetery in the vicinity of the fissure,
which was in use at the time of the eruption,
and carry out macro- and microscopic analy-
sis of the bone to ascertain whether the indi-
viduals suffered from fluorine poisoning.
Evidence of fluorine poisoning has not been

Uppgroftur & beinagrind SK001 & Bulandi.

Excavation of skeleton SK001 at Buland.




gjoskufdll. 1 Bulandi var opnud ein gréf sem
hafdi verio tekin eftir
Skaftareldum féll 1783
0og adur en Hekla gaus
1845.

var |

ad gjoskan ar

Vardveisla beina
Ollum tilfellum
mjog goéd, og i tveimur
tilfellum (p.e.
grindinni fra Bulandi og
annarri Eystri-Asa beina-
saust nyjar
beinamyndanir sem geetu
bent til
Hafa syni ar ollum pes-

beina-

grindinni)

flareitrunar.

sum beinagrindum nu
verid send til Haskolans i
Cambridge til ad rannsa-
ka hvort einstaklingarnir
hafi pjadst af flareitrun.

recorded in volcanic eruptions before.
Confirmation of this would not only be

of archaeological and historic inter-

est, but would also add to the growing body of
knowledge on the impacts of volcanic erup-
tions on human health and be of importance as
a consideration in emergency planning for
future eruptions, especially as the effects of
fluoride poisoning may be experienced further
afield as a result of tropospheric transport.

A pilot study was carried out for this project
in May 2004. This involved excavations in two
cemeteries in Skaftartunga, Eystri-As and
Buland, both of which were abandoned in 1898
when the two parishes were united and the
church moved to Grof.
study was to determine how easily individual
graves in the cemeteries could be dated, and
to evaluate the preservation of bones.
graves were excavated in the cemetery at
Eystri-As. Two tephra layers were identified,
both from Katla, 1755 and 1918. The two exca-
vated graves had been cut in the middle part of
the period separated by those two eruptions.
One grave was excavated at Buland which had

The aim of the pilot

Two

Kirkjugardurinn & Eystri-Asum, horft i nordaustur.

The cemetery at Eystri-Asar, viewed to the north-east

been cut after the the tephra from the Laki
eruption fell (1783) and before the 1845 erup-
tion in Hekla. The preservation of the bone
was in all instances very good, and in two
instances (the skeleton from Buland and one of
the Eystri-As skeletons) there were macroscop-
ic bone formations on the pelvis which could be
associated with fluride poisoning. Samples
from all the skeletons have been sent to the
University of Cambridge for analysis to see if

these individuals did suffer fluride poisoning.



KUMLARANNSOKNIR

A sidustu arum hafa flestallir peir stadir par
sem heidnar grafir hafa fundist verid athugadir
a vettvangi og skradar stadarlysingar. Arid 2004
voru gerdar nyjar athuganir: A Litlu-NGpum i
Adaldal var gerd frekari leit par sem kuml
hofou fundist fyrir tilviljun arid 1915. i 1jos
komu 2 kuml, 1 hrosskuml, og 1 mannskuml
med hrossgrof. Liklegt er ad par sé kumla-
teigur. | Saltvik i Reykjahverfi var lokid vid
rannsokn & peim tveimur kumlum sem par
hofou fundist arid 2003. Voru par kuml manns
og hests annars vegar og mannskuml hins vegar.
Hjéa Lyngbrekku i Reykjadal, skammt fra Gomlu-
Dadastodum, fundust leifar kumls &
Dadastadaleiti. par & leitinu eru mjog senni-
lega fleiri grafir. Oll pessi kuml hafa verid rofin
i fyrndinni og litid eftir af peim, en stadsetning
peirra samreemist nyjum kenningum um ad félk
i heioni hafi verid heygt skammt fra leidum og
landamerkjum eda neerri baejum. Rannséknum
verdur haldid afram ario 2005.

VIKING AGE BURIALS

In the past few years almost all, known pagan
burial sites in Iceland have been revisited and
relevant topographical details recorded. In
2004 small test excavations were carried out at
a few known and suspected burial sites in NE-
Iceland. At Litlu-Nupar in Adaldalur, a site dis-
covered accidentally in 10915, two more buri-
als were uncovered beside ancient tracks some
350 m away from a deserted farm. In Saltvik
two burials which had been discovered in 2003
were investigated. They are also close to old
tracks and midway between two clusters of
ruins of farms probably dating back to the
Settlement period. At Lyngbrekka in
Reykjadalur one pagan grave was found, and
there may be more uncovered graves there. All
of these burials had already been disturbed. In
2005, the investigation of burial sites in Iceland
will continue.




LANDNAM ISLANDS
RANNSOKN A STRONTIUMSAMSZATUM

Aframhald verkefnisins Landnam Islands -
rannsékn & strontiumsamseetum &rid 2004 fdlst
adallega i ad koma a samstarfi vid einstaklinga
og stofnanir sem unnid hafa ad samseetu-
rannséknum & Nordur-Atlantshafssveedinu, til
ad reyna ad komast ad nidurstédu um pad
hvadan innflytjendurnir sem greindir voru arid
2003 komu. Einnig var hafist handa vid ad
seekja um styrki, adallega hja National Science
Foundation (NSF) til ad styrkja petta stéra
verkefni. Ppessir samstarfsadilar, auk Dr. T.D.
Price vid Haskdlann i Wisconsin - Madison sem
er verkefnisstjori eru: Berit Sellevold, Norway
Institute of Cultural Heritage Research; Chris
White,
Aberg, Institute for Energy and Technology,
Noregi; James Burton, Haskoélinn Wisconsin -

Haskolinn Western Ontario; Goran

Madison; Janet Montgomery, Héaskolinn i
Bradford; Jette Arneborg, Pjodminjasafn
Danmerkur; Niels Lynnerup, Ha&skolinn i

Kaupmannahéfn og Thomas McGovern, Hunter
College, City University New York. [ lok ars
2004 hofust rannsoknir a surefnissamssetum i
peim synum sem strontiumsamssetur hafa
pegar verid athugadar i en engar nidurstéour
liggja fyrir enn. Fyrirhugad er ad halda afram
synatoku Ur beinum ar islenskum kumlum.
Verkefnisstjori & Islandi er Hildur Gestsdéttir og
verkefnid er styrkt af Rannsdknamidstod

islands (Rannis) og NSF.

THE SETTLEMENT OF ICELAND
STRONTIUM ISOTOPE ANALYSIS

Work continued on the project The settlement
This
year the emphasis was put on setting up col-

of Iceland - strontium isotope analysis.

laborations with other individuals and institu-
tions who are carrying out isotope analysis in
the North Atlantic region to start work on try-
ing to identify the origin of the settlers and
applying for larger funds, mainly from the
National Science Foundation (NSF) to support
this larger project. These collaborators, in
addition to Dr. T.D. Price of the University of
Wisconsin - Madison, who is the project man-
ager are: Jette Arneborg, National Museum of
Denmark; Géran Aberg, Institute for Energy &
Technology, Norway; James Burton, University
of Wisconsin - Madison; Niels Lynnerup,
University of Copenhagen; Thomas McGovern,
Hunter College, City University New York;
Janet Montgomery, University of Bradford;
Berit Sellevold, Norway Institute of Cultural

Heritage Research & Chris White, University of

Western Ontario. Oxygen isotope analysis of
those individuals identified as being born out-
side Iceland started at the end of 2004, but
Further
sampling of skeletons from Icelandic kuml is
scheduled for early 2005. The project manag-

er in Iceland is Hildur Gestsdottir and the proj-

there are no results available yet.

ect has been funded by Rannséknamidstod
islands (Rannis) and NSF.



hefur leitt til sykingar i beini (B)

The mandible of skeleton BES-A-002 showing caries

(A) which has led to an abscess (B) in the bone

HEILSUFARSSAGA ISLENDINGA FRA LANDNAMI TIL 18. ALDAR

Verkefnisstjori: Hildur Gestsdottir

Samstarfsadilar: bjoédminjasafn Islands, Arbee-

jarsafn, og Leeknasetrid Mjodd

Meginmarkmid pessa verkefnis er ad gera
heildstaeda meinafraedilega Uttekt & islensk-
landndmsold til 18.
aldar sem grafin hafa verid upp, med pad

um mannabeinum fra

fyrir augum ad leggja grunn ad heilsu-
farssogu pjodarinnar og frekari rannséknum
& pvi svidi. [ peim tilgangi er kyn, lifaldur og
likamshaed allra einstaklinga greind auk pess
sem allar meinafraedilegar breytingar sem
sjast & beinum eru skradar og peaer notadar
til pess ad greina einstaka sjukdoma par sem
mogulegt er. b6 ad skrad verdi 6ll sjukdoms-
einkenni er adalaherslan 16gd & horgul-
sjukdéma, smitsjukdéma, averka & beinum
sem stafa af meidslum og alagi, og
tannskemmdir, igerdir og tannslidursryrnun,
par sem petta eru pau sjukdémseinkenni sem
gefa bestar upplysingar um almennt heilsu-
far. Ppessar nidurstddur verda svo nyttar til

pess ad gera tolfreedilega rannsékn til ad
auka skilning & heilsufari islendinga og préun
pess.

2004 var annad ar rannséknarinnar af prem-
ur. A pessu ari hafa alls 58 beinagrindur sem
geymdar eru & bjodminjasafni islands verid
rannsakadar. Aeetlad hafdi verid ad rann-
161 2004, en
rannsokninni mun ljuka fyrri hluta ars 2005.
Af peim beinagrindum sem skodadar voru
arid 2004 voru 17 beinagrindur ur Kkirkju-
gardinum i Audbrekku,
Jonas Jénsson groéf upp arid 1915, og eru
timasettar til 12. - 17. aldar. Ennfremur voru

saka beinagrind &rio

Skriduhreppi sem

greindar 18 beinagrindur Ur kirkjugardinum a
Bessastodum, Alftanesi, sem grafinn var upp
arid 1987 undir stjéorn Gudmundar Olafs-
sonar. peer eru liklega allar fra 18. - 19. ¢éld.
pa voru 19 beinagrindur Gr kirkjugardinum a
Hellu, Arnarneshreppi rannsakadar. bpeer
komu upp vid framkvaemdir & beejarsteedinu,
fyrst rétt eftir 1900 og aftur arid 1983 og

voru beinin send bPjédminjasafninu. beer eru

THE PALAEOPATHOLOGY OF ICELAND

Project Manager: Hildur Gestsdéttir
Collaborators: National Museum of Iceland, Arbae-

jarsafn and Laeknasetrio Mjodd

The aim of this project is to carry out a com-
p I e t e
palaeopathologi-
cal study of
skeletons dating
from the 9th
century
(Settlement
period) until the

18th century
excavated in
Iceland, to
increase the
understanding of
Kjalki beinagrindar BES-A-002. Tannskemmd (A) the health of

Icelanders in the
past and lay the
foundations for
further research

in this field. For this purpose the age and
sex of each individual is diagnosed and their
stature calculated. All palaeopathological
changes on every skeleton are recorded and
these used to diagnose, where possible, spe-
cific diseases. An initial emphasis is placed
on nutritional disease, infectious disease,
trauma, changes associated with activity
related stress and dental disease (carious
lesions, abscesses and periodontal disease),
as these are the factors that give the clear-
est view of general health within a popula-
tion. The results from these studies will
then be used to carry out a palaeodemo-
graphic study to increase our understanding
of the health of Icelanders in the past and
changes therein.

This was the second year of the project,
which is which is due to last three years. A
total of 58 skeletons from five sites, held in
the National Museum of Iceland were
analysed this year. A total of 161 skeletons

were due to be analysed in 2004, the rest of




taldar fra 11. - 15. &6ld. brjar beinagrindur
Gr kumlum og ein dr gamla kirkjugardinum i
Reykjavik hafa einnig verid rannsakadar, en
rannsokn a pessum beinum er ekki lokid. poé
er ljost ad vardveisla beinanna er mjog g6d
og pau henta mjég vel til meinafraedilegra
rannsokna. Medal pess sem nu liggur fyrir er
ad mjog stort hlutfall beinagrindanna fra
Bessastooum synir einhverskonar faedingar-
galla i hryggjarlioum og rifbeinum sem geeti
bent til skyldleika.

Alls a eftir ad skoda 103 beinagrindur fyrir
Af peim eru 87
Gr kumlum vidsvegar af landinu og 16 0r

petta stig rannsoknarinnar.

gamla kirkjugardinum i Reykjavik, sem grafnar
voru upp af Matthiasi bordarsyni og Joni
Stephensen ario 1940 og Gisla Gestssyni og
porkeli Grimssyni arido 1967 og eru sennilega
fra 18. - 19. 6ld. Ennfremur er &setlad ad
134 beinagrindur, ar
kirkjugérdunum & Skeljastédum, bjérsardal

rannsaka

og Hofstddum, Myvatnssveit, & styrkarinu
2005. RannsOknamidst6d islands (Rannis)
styrkir verkefnio

Nedri lidur af vinstri leerlegg beinagrindar AUB-A-002. Beinherding

(A) og beingaddar (B) benda til slitgigtar i hné

Distal end of the left femur of skeleton AUB-A-002 showing eburna-

tion (A) and osteophyte formation (B) indicating osteoarthritis of

the knee.

the analysis will be carried out at the start
of 2005. Skeletons analysed in 2004 includes
all 17
Skriouhreppur excavated in 1915 by Jénas
Jénsson, dated to the 12th-17th century; all
in Alf-
taneshreppur, excavated in 1987 under the

skeletons from Audbrekka in

18 skeletons from Bessastadir

direction of Gudmundur Olafsson, the exca-
vated skeletons can all probably be dated to
the 18th-19th century and all 19 skeletons
from skeletons from Hella in
Arnarneshreppur unearthed just after 1900
and again in 1983 and the bones sent to the
National Museum. These graves can proba-
bly be dated to the 11th-15th century.
Three skeletons from pagan burials, kuml,
were also analysed and one from the old
cemetery in Reykjavik , but analysis of bones
As the

analysis for the second year of the project is

from these sites is not finished.

not completed, no post-analysis has been
It can be said though that the
material is in most instances very good and

carried out.

well suited to palaeopathological analysis.
There are some initial results which show

promise, for example a high percentage of
midline defects in the Bessastadir popula-
tion which may indicate a familial connec-
tion.

The next stage of this project is to con-
tinue the analysis. A total of 103 skeletons
(16 from Reykjavik, excavated by Matthias
pordarson and Jon Steffensen in 1940 and
again by Gisli Gestsson and porkell Grimsson
in 1967, the excavated skeletons probably
dated to the 18th and 19th century and 87
from kuml, from all around the country) are
still due to be analysed in this phase of the
A further 134 skeletons from the
sites of Skeljastadir in Pjorsardalur and
Hofstadir in Myvatnssveit are due to be
analysed in 2005 The Icelandic Research

project.

Council (Ranns6knamidstdd islands) funded
the project.



GRIPIR

Verkefnisstjori: Colleen Batey
Starfsmenn: Gudérin Alda Gisladottir og Sigridur
borgeirsdottir

Arid 2004 var tekist & vid ymis mal sem varda
vardveislu og forvorslu gripa og samstarfi
a bjodminjasafni
petta var léngu timabeert og kom

komio & vid forverdi
{slands.
sér vel fyrir bada adila, enda er ni unnt ad
gera langtimadeetlanir og hafa betri stjérn a
geymslu og adgengi gripa. Vonandi tekst ad
vidhalda pessu nyja vinnulagi sem felur m.a.
i sér ad einstakir forverdir taki ad sér
afmorkud verkefni. Ppetta gerir forvéroum
0g peim sem hafa umsjon med gripum kleift
a0 heimsaekja uppgraftarstadi ef a parf ad
halda til ad veita rddgjof eda adstoda vid
uppgroft gripa sem purfa sérstaka medhondl-
un. Einnig gefur petta feeri a skodanaskipt-
um um teeknileg alitamal sem skjota upp
gripir
undirbunir undir forvorslu.

kollinum pegar eru skodadir og
Ad auki eettu

nanari samskipti milli pessara tveggja adila

ad studla ad aukinni hagkveemni og skil-
virkari forvorslu gripa sem & pvi purfa ad
halda.

Afram var haldid gripaskraningu og

-vinnslu en um pad sau Sigridur
borgeirsdottir og Gudrun Alda Gisladoéttir.
Gripavinnslan hefur tekid miklum fram-
forum, og er ni 16gd ahersla & ad pakka
gripum eftir kanstarinnar reglum og koma
strax af stad ferli sem midar ad pvi ad tryg-
gja vardveislu og forvorslu. Sérstaklega er
porf & pessu fyrir steerri gripasofn, t.d. ar
Skalholti par sem mikid er um lifreenum
efnum, t.d. vadmal, og skrautmuni ar malm-
um sem parf ad medhdndla strax eftir upp-
groft.

Nokkurra stada ma geta sérstaklega i sam-
bandi vid gripi arid 2004. A Hofstédum var
haldio afram ad grafa i kirkjugardinum.
Toluvert magn af ndéglum og rom, allt upp i
92 ar einni grof, gefa til kynna ad skipsbord
hafi verid endurnytt og smidud ar peim

likkistur. betta kemur kannski ekki a évart

FINDS

Finds Manager: Colleen Batey
Finds Assistants: Gudran Alda Gisladottir and

Sigridur porgeirsdottir

During 2004 storage and conservation issues
have been addressed to some degree. The
problem had become very urgent, but by care-
with the
Conservators a more efficient working relation-

ful liason National Museum
ship was established. This seems to have been
beneficial to both parties, allowing longer term
planning to be undertaken and management of
finds availability (and storage) to be ratio-
nalised. It is hoped that the new working prac-
tices can be maintained, particularly the
assignment of individual conservators to spe-
cific projects. This enables site visits if neces-
sary for advice or urgent uplift of finds, as well
as a conduit for discussion about technological
information which is revealed during conser-
vation examination. In addition, a much closer
dialogue between both parties enables more
strategic conservation priorities to be estab-

lished which is cost-beneficial.

Continuing work on the post-excavation of
the finds by Sigridur porgeirsddttir and Gudrun
Alda Gisladottir has had a major impact on the
efficiency of processing the material, from
immediate intervention to appropriate packing
and in some cases reporting to interim level.
This is particularly needed for the very large
assemblages, such as Skalholt which has sever-
al organic and decorative metal items requiring
immediate attention following excavation.

In terms of highlights of artefacts recovered
during the 2004 season, a number of sites
should be singled out. At Hofstadir, excavation
continued in the churchyard and a consider-
able quantity of nails and rivets (in the order of
92 from a single grave) indicate that ship
planks were being re-used for coffin boards.
Whilst not unexpected , it is a clear indication
of the need to maximise resources, especially
wood which was in short supply in the area.
Additionally from Hofstadir, sherds of imported
ceramics from the Low Countries (of the type




en er p6 mikilvaeg visbending um ad efni hafi
verid nytt til hins itrasta, sérstaklega vidour

sem var af skornum skammti & sveedinu. Ad
auki fundust brot ar innfluttu keramiki &
Hofstodum, talin af gerdinni Aardenbuurg fra
13. eda 14. old.
sem notad hefur verio i sjalfu baenhusinu og
segir sitthvad um verslunartengsl. Grafid var

pau eru sennilega ur ilati

i kuml & Dadastddum i Reykjadal og fundust
par leifar af hnif auk annarra brotakenndra
jarnleifa. Annad kuml med svipudum gripum
var grafid upp & Litlu-NGpum i Adaldal. |
Sudur-kingeyjarsyslu var ad auki grafio i
nokkrar beejarrastir sem taldar eru allt fra
bvi skémmu eftir landnam. A Hrisheimum i
Myvatnssveit var grafid i 6skuhaug og fund-
ust t.d. teningur, sorvistdlur og beinkambur.
A Hofdagerdi i Adaldal var grafid i rdst sem
af gripum ad dema geeti hafa verio smidja,
enda fannst par toluvert gjalli og verk-

feerum. Medal pess sem fannst i Sveigakoti

sunnan Myvatns petta arid eru leifar af
taflménnum og mjodg fingerdur beinprjénn
med utskornu dyrshofdi af somu gerd og adur
hefur fundist i Ketilsfirdi. Gripir fra
vikingadld hafa einnig fundist vid uppgroft i
Vatnsfirdi en honum verdur haldid &fram
sumarid 2005. A bingvéllum fannst dalitid af
gripum fra 17. og 18. 6ld, m.a. skeifur og
brot ar glerfloskum. A Gasum i Eyjafirdi
fannst toluvert af lifreenum efnum, sérstak-
lega leifum af skoledri sem og brot af tilskor-

inni rostungstonn.

Aardenburg, dated to the 13-14th century)
indicate wider contacts and probably a vessel
Several Viking
age sites, ranging from Dadastadir a Viking age

used in the small church itself.

pagan burial with fragmentary iron grave goods
(such as a knife) and Litlu Nupar another such
grave with very fragmentary iron finds were
complemented by various settlement sites
from the period. Hrisheimar for example
included a die, beads and an antler comb in its
middens and Hofdagerdi indicated from its slag
and tool assemblage that this was likely to
have been a smithy. On-going excavations at
Sveigakot included evidence for gaming pieces
and a very fine animal-headed pin fragment of
a type noted from Ketilsfjorour. New excava-
tions at Vatnsfjérour have produced finds of
Viking age date from the floor levels of the
skali which will be a focus of excavation in
2005.

Excavations at Pingvellir have continued to
produce a small number of finds related to 17-
18th century activities at the site, horse-shoes
and glass bottle fragments amongst other
items, and in the north, continuing work at

Gésir has revealed a considerable and unex-
pected body of organic material (leather shoes
in particular) as well as pieces of trimmed
walrus ivory tusk.
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ARENA

Verkefnisstjori: Oscar Aldred

Starfsmenn verkefnis: Mjoll Sneaesdéttir, Sigridur

borgeirsdottir, Barbara Gudnadottir, Hildur
Gestsdottir.

Samstarfsadilar:  Fornleifastofnunin  ciMeC i
Rimeniu, Fornleifasafnid i Poznan i Poéllandi,

Museumsprosjektet i Noregi, Kulturarvsstyrelsen i
The
Haskélanum i York, Bretlandi og Rijksdenst voor het

Danmorku, Archaeology Data Service,

Oudheidkundig Bodemonderzoek, Hollandi.

Markmio verkefnisins ARENA (Archaeological
Records of Europe, Networked Access) er ad
préa rammaasetlun sem heaegt er ad nota til ad
vernda og kynna stafraen gégn um forn-
leifafraedi i Evrépu. Sex stofnanir standa ad
verkefninu. Verkinu hefur midad vel fyrstu tvo
arin fra 2001 til 2003 og var pa medal annars
smidud vefsida. ba var opnadur adgangur ad
stafreenum gagnaséfnum
(islenski hlutinn
heldur

inni-

Culture 2000

gagnasafn um

Hofstadi i Myvatnssveit), og unnid var ad pvi ad
koma & fyrsta afanga samtengingar. Einnig var
gagnagrunnurinn isleif endurhannadur ad vissu
marki og settur saman. ARENA-verkefninu lauk
i desember 2004, en adstandendur pess halda
sambandi afram og hjalpast t.a.m. ad vio
undirblning nyrra verkefna.

A arinu 2004 voru haldnir nokkrir fundir og
patttakendur i
nokkrum réadstefnum. Fyrst st6d FSI fyrir fundi
i febrdar og var pa medal annars haldin mal-

verkefninu kynntu pad &

stofa um stddu verkefnisins og stafreen forn-
leifagbgn & netinu i
Reykjavik. Um 50 manns séttu malstofuna sem

Norraena husinu |

Asgeir Fridgeirsson styrdi. Dr. Julian Richards
flutti erindid um stafreena vardveislu og
adgang. Dr. Jon Kenny taladi um starf ARENA ad
vardveislu og adgangi stafreenna fornleifa-
gagna. Claus Dam fra Danmorku flutti erindio
Stafreen endurholdgun: um samantekt gagna
fyrir danskan gagnagrunn yfir uppgraftargégn
& netinu. Oyvind Eide, Jon Holmen og Gitte
Hoj-Petersen téludu um kynningu & forn-

Publication and Outreach

ARENA

Project manager: Oscar Aldred
Mjoll
Barbara

team: Snaesdottir,  Sigridur

Hildur

Project
porgeirsdottir, Gudnadattir,

Gestsdottir

Collaborators: cIMeC, The Institute for Cultural
Memory, Romania, Poznan Archaeological Museum,
Poland, The Museum Project, Norway, The Danish
Agency for Cultural Heritage, The Archaeology Data
Service, University of York, UK and the State Service

for the Archaeological Heritage, Netherlands.

The aim of the ARENA project is to develop a
framework capable of protecting and promot-
ing digital cultural archives of European signif-
icance relating to archaeology in six partner
organisations. Following on from the successes
of the previous two years between 2001 - 2003
which included the development of the web
site, the launch of the digital archives (Iceland

launching the Hofstadir archive, and the tech-
nical work in implementing the first stage of
Interoperability: the design and construction of
the new isleif database). In December, 2004
the ARENA project was successfully completed,
though the network is still operating and sup-
porting each other with further project propos-
als and work related exchanges.

In 2004 the ARENA project held several
meetings and attended several conferences
promoting its work. In the first of these the FSi
hosted a meeting of the ARENA partners in
February. This included a seminar held at the
Nordic House, Reykjavik called Stafreen forn-
leifagogn & veraldarvefnum: vardveisla, adgan-
gur og stada verkefnisins Archaeological
Records of Europe: Networked Access (ARENA)
/ Online archaeological digital
preservation, access and Archaeologicl Records
of Europe: Networked Access (ARENA). The

archives:




leifafreedilegu efni Gr gagnagrunnum og Oscar
Aldred, FSi, flutti erindid: Veentingar og
reynsla af vinnu med stafreen gogn: Islenska
hlidin & ARENA.

[ april var haldinn fundur ARENA-verkefnisins
og erindi flutt & rddstefnu um notkun & télvum

og tolfreedigdgnum i fornleifafraedi (Computer
and Quantitative Applications in Archaeology,
CAA) i Prato & Italiu. ARENA-verkefnid var
kynnt i adaldagskra radstefnunnar um vefgattir
og evropskar menningarminjar. Flutt voru prja
um ARENA-verkefnid: Claus Dam fra
Kulturarvsstyrelsen i Danmérku og Tony Austin
og Dr Jon Kenny fra ADS i York fluttu erindid Ao
brjéta nidur mara milli pjéda: ARENA- vefgatt

erindi

ad pekkingu um evropskan menningararf.

Henrik J. Hansen, (Kulturarvsstyrelsen i
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Online with the multi-lingual interface for access- seminar was
attended by
approxi-
mately 50

people and was hosted by Asgeir Fridgeirsson.

ing site data

The papers given were: Digital Preservation
and Access: the ADS experience by Dr Julian
Richards, ADS, UK; Working in the ARENA:
preservation and access for digital archaeology
by Dr ADS, UK; Digital
Reincarnation: collecting data for Danish

Jon Kenny,
online excavation archives by Claus Dam,
KUAS, Denmark; Between the book and the
exhibition. Creating archaeological presenta-
tions based on database information by @yvind
Eide, Jon Holmen, Gitte Hgy-Petersen,

Danmorku) sagdi fra donskum hugmyndum um
tengsl skjalasafna, boka-
Oyvind Eide, Jon Holmen og Gitte Hoj-Petersen

og minjasafna.

(Osléarhaskali, Safnaverkefnid) fluttu erindi er
hét: Milli békar og syningar. Kynning & forn-
leifafreedilegu efni byggd a upplysingum ar
gagnagrunnum.

A pingi samtaka evrdpskra fornleifafraedinga
(European Association of Archaeologists, EAA)
sem haldid var i september i Lyon i Frakklandi
ARENA-verkefnsins
dagskrd um stafraen fornleifagdgn i Evropu.
Allir péatttakendur i ARENA-verkefninu fluttu
pbar erindi, par & medal flutti Oscar Aldred, FSI,
erindid: Ut med pad gamla, inn med pad nyja?

sau aodstandendur um

Framsetning uppgraftargagna & netinu. Erindi
pau sem flutt voru & radstefnunni verda birt i
Internet Archaeology (http://instarch.ac.uk )

A arinu 2004 var einkum unnid ad pvi ad
préa tengjanlega vefgatt og var inngangurinn
ad henni pyddur & islensku. S& hluti gagna-
grunnsins isleifar sem tengist ARENA var
Utbdinn i samraemi vid lysigagnakerfi pad sem
patttakendur i ARENA-verkefninu nota: Dublin
Core Metadata System (Dublin Core). Til pess

University of Oslo, The Museum Project,
Norway; Expectations and the digital experi-
ence: the Icelandic ARENA by Oscar Aldred, FSI,
Iceland.

In April the ARENA project held a meeting
and gave papers at the Computer and
Quantitative Applications in Archaeology (CAA)
in Prato, Italy. The main session that the ARENA
project was presented was in Web portals and
the European Cultural Heritage, chaired by
Kate Fernie. Three ARENA related papers were
given: Breaking down national barriers: ARENA
- a portal to European Heritage Information by
Claus Dam (Kulturarvsstyrelsen,
Tony Austin and Dr Jon Kenny (Archaeological
Data Service (ADS), York); One step forward -

Denmark),

three to go. Danish perspective on the interop-
erability between archives, libraries and muse-
ums by Henrik J. Hansen (Kulturarvsstyrelsen,
Denmark). Also, Between the book and the
exhibition. Creating archaeological presenta-
tions based on database information by @yvind
Eide,
University of Oslo, The Museum Project,
Norway.

Jon Holmen, Gitte Hgy-Petersen,



ad hysa gognin var notadur MySQL-gagnagrun-
nur sem tengist ADS pjéninum (adalgattinni) og
notar til pess z39.50. bessi bunadur var pro-

fadur med g6dum &rangri og gerdur virkur.
Haegt er ad nalgast gagnagrunninn isleifu & net-
inu um ARENA-géattina og er haegt ad leita eftir
edli minjastada, stadsetningu peirra og timibili
sem peir tengjast. NU er heegt ad leita
samtimis ad 6llum greftrunarstédum fra sama
timabili i Danmorku, Bretlandi,
Rameniu, Pollandi og islandi.
Kulturarvsstyrelsen, ADS og FSI unnu ad eigin

Noregi,

rannsoknum & pvi hvernig best veeri ad Utbua
lagskipt lysigégn milli mismunandi uppgraftar-
gagnasafna, svo haegt sé ad tengja pau vid
leitarvél a vefnum. bessar rannséknir stan-
da enn yfir og lofa goédu, einkum i sam-
bandi vid pa alpjodlegu gagnastadla sem
CIDOC-nefndin um stafraen gogn vinnur ad
og einnig vio Conceptual Reference Model
(CRM).

betta starf og samskipti patttakenda f
ARENA-verkefninu hefur einnig studlad ao
ddrum verkefnum. Medal annars er FSi full-
trai islands i nefnd um heimildaséfn i

Evrépu (European Reference Collections, ERC),
og tekur patt i EPOCH. Unnid er ad undirbunin-
gi fleiri samstarfsverkefna.

patttakendur i ARENA-verkefninu hafa enn
samband sin & milli og p6 ad ekki sé sérstakt fjar-
magn til verkefnisins sem stendur er haldid
afram ad vinna ad pvi medal langtimaverkefna
sem FSI sinnir og heldur vid, svo sem pessara
midlunar- og netverkefna. Unnid er ad pvi ad bua
til fleiri stafreen gagnastfn & netinu, baedi um
Storuborg og Nedri-As, og eins er verid ad préa
tengingar milli islandshluta ARENA-verkefnisins
og verkefnis um midlun menningarségulegra
upplysinga. (http://menningarminjar.is )

In  September at the European
Association of Archaeologists (EAA) in Lyon,
France, the ARENA hosted a session called
Digital
Arachaeology: confronting the preserva-

The European Resources in
tion issue and opening up the opportuni-
ties. All ARENA partners gave papers,
including Out with the old, in with the new?
Online presentation of excavation archives by
Oscar Aldred, FSi, Iceland. The proceedings of
the session are to be published shortly in the
forthcoming joural
(http://intarch.ac.uk).
The main activites in 2004 have concentrat-

Internet Archaeology

ed on the development of the Interoperable
portal both the frontend, which was translated
into Icelandic, and the backend using MySQL,
Oracle, SQLServer databases,and z39.50 and
OAl connection protocols. The ARENA Isleif
database was designed and structured in rela-
tion to the metadata system being adhered to
by the ARENA partners: Dublin Core Metadata
System (Dublin Core). A MySQL database was
used to house the data which connects to the
ADS server (the central portal) using z39.50.
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This Gogn um Hofstadi a netinu
was Hofstadir online

suc-

cessfully tested and implemented. The Isleif
database is accessible online through the
ARENA portal which includes a three-term
search based on What, When and Where which
includes a spatial search selection. It now pos-
sible to search for all burial related sites of the
same period in Denmark,
Romania, Poland and Iceland, at the same
time!

Norway, UK,

Kulturarvsstyrelsen, ADS and the FSi con-
ducted their own research on creating Layered
different
archives so that they could be integrated into
a search engine online. This research is still

Metadata between excavation




patttakendur i ARENA-verkefninu & pingvéllum

The ARENA partners in Iceland, visiting pingvellir

continuing but has much potential, especially
in relation to the global data standards being
developed by the CIDOC committee for digital
data and the Conceptual Reference Model
(CRM).

As a result of the activities and professional
exhanges between the ARENA partners other
projects have resulted. This includes the FSi as
the Icelandic representative on the European
Reference Collections (ERC) committee, and an
associate member of EPOCH. Further projects
are also currently in application.

The ARENA network still exists and even
though ARENA is unfunded the work still con-
tinues as part of the FSi's continuation and
maintance of long-term projects such as these
outreach and internet projects. More online
digital excavation archives are being created
for Stéraborg and Nedri-As and the connection
between the Icelandic ARENA work and the
Midlun Menningarsogulegra Upplysinga 7/
Communication of Culture History
(http://menningarminjar.is) is being devel-
oped.




MIDLUN MENNINGARSOGULEGRA UPPLYSINGA

Verkefnisstjori: Orri Vésteinsson.

Starfsmenn verkefnis: Barbara Gudnadottir, Birna
Larusdottir, Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir, Oscar Aldred og
Sigridur porgeirsdottir.

Samstarfsadili: Rognvaldur Gudmundsson,
Rannséknir og radgjof ferdapjonustunnar.

Hafist var handa vid verkefnid Midlun menningar-
sogulegra upplysinga i arslok 1999, og var
meginmarkmidid ad préa gagnakerfi um
stadbundnar menningarségulegar upplysingar.
Adalaherslan var 16gd & parfir notenda og stuon-
ing vid islenskt atvinnulif, einkum utan péttbylis.
Verkefnid var styrkt af Rannis og atti ad leita
leida til ad kynna stadbundnar menningarségu-
upplysingar og tengja paer vid 6nnur menningar-
soguleg gagnasofn. Markmidid var ad pessar
upplysingar gagnist ekki einungis stjornsyslu og
visindaménnum, heldur verdi peer einnig til
studnings fyrir ferdapjénustu og komi ad gagni
fyrir nemendur i samfélagsgreinum og umhverfis-

freedi. Verkefninu lauk med g6édum arangri i
arslok 2004. Langtimavidhald vefsins er a hond-
um FSi og hefur sem stendur ekki fjarmagn.

A arinu 2004 var vefurinn settur upp og
komid fyrir gagnasvidum. Vefurinn var hann-
aour med Php, MySQL, eins og &eetlad hafoi
verid 2003. Sidan pad gerdist hefur verid tekin
i notkun ny vefhénnun og form. bar er notast
vid Content Management System - EcWeb - til
ad hanna vefsidur sem stjornast af gagna-
grunni. Einnig voru proadir leitarmoguleikar og
gogn tengd i sampaeettu gagnalikani og var pa
notast vid .NET og javaskrift til ad tengjast
gagnasvaedum i MySQL gagnagrunnum

Upphaflega hugmyndin um MMU var ad bua til
notendasvaedi sem vordudu sérstaka notenda-
hdépa og ahugasvid. Notendahopar sem hafdir
voru i huga voru: Almenningur og ferdamenn,
nemendur og kennarar, stjérnsysla og freedi-
menn. Gagnasvaedid sem byggir & upplysingum
ar gagnagrunnum FSi er priskipt. | fyrsta lagi
eru kynntir 10 minjastadir sem pykja mjog

COMMUNICATION OF CULTURE HISTORY

Project manager: Orri Vésteinsson.

Other staff: Barbara Gudnadottir, Birna
Larusdottir, Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir, Mjoll
Sneesdéttir, Oscar Aldred and Sigridur borgeirsdottir.

Collaborators: Régnvaldur Gudmundsson, Rannsoknir
og raogjof ferdapjénustunnar / Tourism Research

and Consulting

The MMU project was initiated at the end of
1999, with the main objective to develop an
information system on spatially definable cul-
ture-historical data with an emphasis on the
needs of end-users and on supporting the
Icelandic economy, especially in rural areas.
The project was supported by the Icelandic
Research Council to propose a solution for the
presentation of spatially definable culture his-
torical information, with cross-referencing to
other culture historical data sets. The aim was
also that the information can be of use for not
only government agencies and scientific
researchers, but also to strengthen the tourist
industry and to support primary and secondary

school level training in the social and ecologi-
cal sciences. The project was successfully com-
pleted at the end of 2004. The long-term main-
tance of the web portal is supported by the FSi
and remains unfunded.

The main activities in 2004 were the web
site implementation and the consolidating of
the data areas. The web site was designed as a
Php, MySQL site which was outlined in 2003.
Since then, however, a new web design and
format has been implemented. This uses a
Content Management System - EcWeb - to cre-
ate database driven web pages. Furthermore
the search capabilities and the data relation-
ships within an integrated data model were
developed; this using .NET and java script to
connect to the data areas houses in MySQL
databases.

The original concept of MMU was to create
user areas that contained distinct data areas
relating to their specific interests. These user
communities are General public and Tourists,
Students and Educators, Local government and
Specialists in archaeology. The distinct data




Stadirnir eru

merkir, t.d. pingvellir og Gasir.

dreifdir um land allt. | 6dru lagi er haegt ad
finna upplysingar um 1000 mikilvaega minjas-
tadi sem eru flokkadir eftir stadsetningu og
gerd. bar & medal eru fridlystar minjar og minja-
Einnig ma
finna lista yfir og lysingar & deemigerdum fis-

stadir sem hafa verid rannsakadir.

lenskum minjastédum, gagnagrunn sem tekur
yfir fornleifarannséknir og haegt er ad leita i
eftir stadsetningu og listi yfir gogn a vefnum
fyrir fornleifafreedinga. Honnun vefsins er pann-
ig a0 audvelt 4 ad vera ad baeta vid hann eftir
pvi sem MMU vex og dafnar, pannig ad hann
verdi einnig inngangur ad margvislegum menn-
ingarsdégulegum upplysingum 68rum en gégnum
um fornleifar.

MMU vefsidan bydur notendum upp a val og
einnig ad komast beint inn i gagnasveedin.
Einnig eru upplysingar eins og nylegar fréttir,
verkefni og atburdir kynntir & sidunni og par er
einnig itarefni um 16ggjof og fraedslu. Medal
hugmynda um framtidarpréun MMU er ad bla
til leitartengingu fyrir gagnagrunninn isleifu,
eins og pann sem notadur er i ARENA-gattinni
(http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/arena/search ) og einnig

tengingu vid 6nnur gagnasveedi i gagnasdfnum
FSi og annad efni sem samstarfsadilar eru ad
vinna ad. bannig er vonast til ad sogulegar
upplysingar verdi notadar sem gagnasveedi fyrir
nemendur og kennara.

| framhaldi af pess hefur FSi préad upplysin-
gasvaedi par sem fjallad er um spurninguna
Hvad er fornleifaraedi

(http://www.instarch.is/instarch/forn-

leifafraedi/) Par eru kynntar starfsadferdir
fornleifafreedinnar og tengdar upplysingar um
verkefni sem FSi hefur unnid og ymsar frasagnir
um fornleifar til ad tengja efnid.
A fundi sem Rannis st6d fyrir
2004 kynntu Orri Vésteinsson og Oscar Aldred

i nébvember

verkefnid Midlun menningarsogulegra upp-
lysinga (MMU).

Framtioarmarkmid eru ad tryggja fjarmagn
til ad viohalda vefnum pannig ad heegt verdi ad
préa ny gagnasvid og tengingar vio fleiri gagna-
svid, baedi hja FSi og hja 68rum stofnunum eda
samtokum. Einnig er vonast til ad eftir pvi sem
teekni vio kortlagningu & netinu verdur full-
komnari, finnist hentug adferd vid leit eftir
stadsetningu, sem tengja megi vido MMU-vefinn.

areas that have been developed specifically for
MMU from the FSi's own data archives include:
10 archaeological sites of national importance
that are regionally distributed and distinct
types; 1000 archaeological sites of importance
divided spatially by country, district and site
type, which includes protected sites, sites that
have been researched; a list and description of
the sites types used to classify archaeology in
Iceland; a database of archaeological research
which can be searched by region and event
date of research; a list of web resources for
archaeologists. The web design also illustrates
an example of modulisation. As the MMU grows
new components are added to the existing
structure so that the web site becomes a large
portal to all types of Culture-History besides
archaeological data.

The MMU web site offers user community
choice as well as direct entry level into the
data areas. Furthermore information about
current news, projects and events is presented
on the site, with reference material to laws
and education. Future developments for MMU
include the creation of a search interface for
the isleif database, like the one being used for

the ARENA portal
(http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/arena/search) as well

integration of other data areas in the FSI
archives and other material being developed
by other collaborators. On this it is hoped that
History narratives will be used as a data area
for the Student and Educators user community
which will provide new access routes into
archaeological data and vice versa for History.

As part of the scheme of internet based out-
reach and extending the MMU concept, the FSI
developed a information area relating to the
What is
(http://www.instarch.is/instarch/forn-

question archaeology?

leifafraedi/). Through this a presentation of
archaeological practice was demonstrated with
integrated information to projects carried out
by the FSI and archaeological narratives as
linking stories.

In November, 2004 at a special meeting con-
vened by the Icelandic Research Council the
Midlun Menningarsdgulegra Upplysinga (MMU)
project was presented by Orri Vésteinsson and
Oscar Aldred.

The aims for the future are to secure main-



begar notendur fara ad taka patt i umraedunni

um MMU er vonast til ad heegt verdi ad beeta

vid vefinn upplysingum byggdum & vitneskju

peirra.

Menningarminjar og saga

1000 MINJASTABIR  TEGUNDIR FORMLEIFA  FORHLEIFARANNSOKHIR

10 MIHJASTABIR KRR JUSAFN &
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FERDALANGAR 0G NEMENDUR. OG KENNARAR FREBIMENN 0G STIORNSTSLA
AHUGAMENN Upplysingasiaur urn Tslenskar HASKOLASTUDENTAR Upplysingar um lég og

Menringarrinjar eftir
landsswaadi, tequndir og hlutverk

menningarminiar og -s4gu sem
haegt er ad nota i kennsly

Adgangur ad gagnakerfurn um
islenskar menningarminjar,

reqglugetdir, stéau
farnleifaskraningar og annad

Farnleifa og vmis Fradleikar, samfélagsgreina, tengingar | héskdlavefi og gagnlegt,
Skida Skoda upplisingasiadur um rannsdknir, Shoaa
Skoda
Fornleifafréttir Yerkefnid
Flireitrun af vildum Skaftarelda, 1783-4 Bivaarvirk

Skaftareldar ag Maauhardindin sem beirm Feigdu (1783-4), eru mestu nattdruhanfarie sem

- e Algerl instaed medal islenskra F irj
islenska piddin hefur ordia Fyrir og heimildic eru um, en um 10,000 manns eda Slelieda i e Tapa B o LoLLITne,

e Borgarvirki | Westur-Hinavatnssysia,
Lesa meira Lesa meira
Skeali

To date, approximately 30 houses believed to be From the Wiking period (800- 1050400
have been excavated in Iceland. They are the most excavated class

Hofstadir
Hofstadir | Mivatnissveit Stguleq bekking &
upphafi Islandsbyggaar og fskirum Falks &

tance funding for the
web portal so that
new data areas and
cross links can be
developed to other
data areas, both at
the FSi as well as
held  with

organisations. It is

other

also envisaged that
as web mapping tech-
nology advances a
solution will be found
to construct a spatial
search facility which

Lesa meira landnamsald er umn margt takmarkod,

5 witund okkar greypast myndir dtlaga mea
ARENA vefurinn i loftid

The AREMNA project - Archaeological Records of Europe: Metworked Access - is soft
launched on 15th Movember, The AREMA search porkal will allow users to

Lesa meira

Lesa meira

Papey

Papey Ut af Didpavoai sland bygodisk Fyrst
af norskum landnemum & sidari hluta 2.
aldar. En gamlar ségur herma ad hér hafi
Adur hyrsk via

The Gasir Archaeological Project 2001-2006
The exceptionally well preserved remains of a high mediewval kaupstadurimarket) site

and associated church at Gasir, in Eyjafjoraur, have long been recognised as being of it wisivs

Lesa meira

Um verkefnid | Um Fornleifastofn | wpyeieinstarchis | bitt alit

can be incoroporated into the MMU web portal.

As each of the user communities becomes

involved in discussion about the MMU, it is

hoped that their knowledge and data areas can

be added to the module based web portal.




ARCHAEOLOGIA ISLANDICA

Med atgafu ritsins Archaeologia islandica,
sem fyrst kom Ut arid 1998, er stefnt ad pvi
aod kynna alpjodlegum lesendahopi fornleifa-
rannsoknir & islandi. Ritstjori er dr. Gavin
Lucas, og eru einkum birtar greinar & ensku.
Ritid birtir nyjar greinar um islenska forn-
leifafraedi eda efni tengt henni, allt fra
landnami & 9. old til sidari tima. Nylega
hefur verid skipud fjolmenn ritnefnd sem
fengin verdur til ad ritryna nytt efni sem rit-
inu berst. Peir sem sitja i ritnefndinni eru
starfsmenn héskola og stofnana vidsvegar i
Evrépu og Nordur-Ameriku, og par & medal
eru freedimenn Ur fremstu réd visindamanna.
Fyrstu prja heftin innihalda fjolbreytilegt
efni, m.a. greinar um umfangsmikinn forn-
leifauppgroft a vikingaaldarskalanum &
Hofstdodum i Myvatnssveit, jardsjarmaelingar
og landnam norraenna manna & Graenlandi.

ARCHAEOLOGIA
ISLANDICA

Rt FORNLLIPAS 108 SUNAR [SLANGS

ARCHAEOLOGIA ISLANDICA

ARCHAEOLOGIA ISLANDICA, a journal which
aims to promote and disseminate current
archaeological research in Iceland for an
international readership, is a relatively new
production established in 1998. Written pri-
marily in English and under the editorship of
Dr. Gavin Lucas, the journal aims to publish
original work of a high standard pertaining
to any aspect of Icelandic or Icelandic-relat-
ed archaeology, from 9th century colonisa-
tion to 19th century emigration - and
beyond. Published by FSI, the journal has
gone through a process of being re-struc-
tured. Part of this change included the
establishment of an editorial board for the
journal which provides the necessary peer
review to maintain a high standard in the
published articles. This board is drawn from
Universities and Institutions all over Europe
and North America and includes leading aca-
demic scholars in the field. The first three
issues included papers on diverse subjects
such as the major excavations at the Viking

settlement in Hofstadir (Myvatnssveit), geo-
physical prospecting, settlement patterns in
Greenland and historical studies on Icelandic
archaeology.

ARCHAEOLOGIA
ISLANDICA

Rre Pravs rrsereemisag b asne




Fornleifaskolinn

Fornleifaskélinn var settur & stofn ario 1997,
og hefur verid haldinn & hverju sumri sidan
pa. Hlutverk skélans er ad auka pekkingu
nemenda, baedi islenskra og erlendra, &
islenskri fornleifafreedi. Nemendur, hvadan-
aeva ur Evropu og Nordur-Ameriku hafa tekio
patt i namskeidum skolans par sem peim eru
undirstoduatridi islenskrar forn-
Namskeidid er haldid 4 vikur &
hverju sumri og samanstendur af uppgrefti,

kennd
leifafreedi.

fornleifaskraningu, fyrirlestrum, malstofum
umsja fornleifa-
visindamanna.

og verklegum timum, i
fredinga og
patttakendur i fornleifask6lanum purfa ad
hafa hafio nam i fornleifafraedi og einnig er

annarra

aeskilegt ad dhugasvid peirra tengist islenskri
eda fornleifafreedi Nordur-
Atlantshafssvaedisins.

stjornad af Dr. Gavin Lucas (Fornleifastofnun

fornleifafreedi
Fornleifask6lanum er

[slands), professor Christian Keller (Senter
for studier i vikingtid og nordiske middel-
alder, Oslo) og professor Thomas McGovern
(NABO/Hunter Collage, New York).

Sumarid 2004 téku 10 nemendur patt i

Fieldschool

The Field School is an annual course estab-
lished in 1997 to develop international stu-
dent networks in the discipline of Icelandic
archaeology. Students from all over Europe
and North America have attended the school
where they are given a solid and basic
grounding in aspects of Icelandic archaeolo-
gy. The course runs 4 weeks during the sum-
mer and consists of field training, lectures,
seminars and workshops, supervised by an
international team of leading archaeologists
Candidates for the field-
school are expected to have already started

and scientists.

an undergraduate or post-graduate course in
archaeology and to have a strong interest in
Iceland or the North Atlantic. The organiza-
tion of the fieldschool is co-ordinated by Dr.
Colleen Batey (Fornleifastofnun Islands),
Professor Christian (Viking and
Medieval Centre in Oslo) and Professor
Thomas McGovern (NABO/Hunter College,
New York), and is a joint project with NABO.

In 2004, the number of students totalled
10 and are listed below: Lilja Bjork Palsdéttir,

Keller

fornleifask6lanum. Peir voru: Lilja Bjork
Palsdottir, Oskar Sveinbjérnsson, Hroénn
Konraosdottir, Martin Jurgensen, Deidre

Collins, Florian Preiss, Benedicte Furuland,
Seth Brewington, Judith Bischoff og Kristjana
Eyolfsson.

par ad auki toku nemendur i REU verkefni fra
Brooklyn College, New York, undir stjérn Dr.
Sophiu Perdikaris patt i skélanum i tveer
vikur.

Vid skolann voru eftirfarandi kennarar:
Oscar Aldred, Ragnar Edvardsson, Adolf
Mjoll
Thomas

Gardar Gudmundsson,
Snaesdottir,  Orri
McGovern (New York), Sophia Perdikaris (New
York), Christian Keller (Oslo), Colleen Batey
(Glasgow), Przemyzlaw Urbanczyk (Varsja),
Andrew Dugmore (Edinborg), Anthony
Newton (Edinborg) og lan Simpson (Stirling).

Uppgraftarkennslan for fram &4 Hofstédum,
Hrisheimum, i Sveigakoti, H&6fdagerdi og
Saltvik.

Fridriksson,
Vésteinsson,

Oskar Sveinbjérnsson, Hrénn Konradsdottir,
Martin Jurgensen, Deidre Collins, Florian
Preiss, Benedicte Furuland, Seth Brewington,
Judith Bischoff and Kristjana Eyolfsson.

In addition, several students as part of an
REU programme from Brooklyn College, New
York, were involved at the fieldschool for 2
weeks organised by Dr. Sophia Perdikaris.




Stjorn og starfsfolk

STJORN

Adolf Fridriksson, forstddumadur Fornleifa-
stofnunar Islands fra 1995. Lauk BA profi
(Hons.), MPhil i fornleifafraedi fra Institute
of Archaeology, UCL i London. Hann hefur
tekid patt i rannséknum i Bretlandi,
Frakklandi, italiu og & islandi fra 1985, og
stjornad margvislegum verkefnum, s.s. upp-
groftum, skraningu og utgafu fra 1989 aod
telja. Hann stjornar fornleifa-
rannséknum & Pingvollum vid Oxara. Sat i
stjorn Norreenu heimsminjaskrifstofunnar i
Osl6 arin 1999-2001, og i stjorn TL-rannsoknar-
stodvarinnar i Arésum fra 1997. Helstu
ritverk eru: Sagas and popular antiquarian-
ism in Icelandic Archaeology (Avebury 1994),
og Kuml og haugfé (medhofundur og rit-
stjori; Mal og menning 2000). Helstu
ahugasvid eru saga fornleifafraedinnar,
vikingaaldarmenning, pinghald og
greftrunarsidur til forna.

m.a.

Gardar Gudmundsson, fornvistfraedingur,
hefur setid i stjorn Fornleifastofnunar sidan

Management and Staff

BOARD OF

Adolf Fridriksson, Director of the FSI since
1995. BA (Hons.), MPhil in Archaeology, Inst.
of Archaeology, UCL, London. Fridriksson
has participated in excavations in the UK,
France, Italy and Iceland, and directed vari-
ous excavations, survey and publication
projects since 1989. Member of board of
directors of the Nordic World Heritage Office
in Oslo 1999-2001. He is the author of: Sagas
and Popular Archaeology in Iceland, Avebury
1994, and co-author of Kuml og haugfé -
Pagan Burials in Iceland, Mal og menning
2000. Research interests: History of
Archaeology, Viking Age culture, Popular
Archaeology.

Garodar Gudmundsson, Palaeobotanist.
Member of FSi Board of Directors since 1995.
BSc. (Hons.) in Archaeology, Inst. of
Archaeology, UCL, London. Gudmundsson has
participated in various research projects in
the UK, Greenland and Iceland. He is the
head of palaeoenvironmental research at

1995. Hann lauk BS med ladi i forn-
leifafraedi fra Institute of Archaeology, UCL
i London og hefur tekid patt i ymsum
rannsoknarverkefnum & Bretlandi, Graen-
landi og Islandi. Gardar stjornar 6llum forn-
vistfraedirannsoknum hja stofnuninni og er
formadur Félags islenskra fornleifafraedinga.
Helstu dhugasvio hans er adferdarfreedi forn-
vistfreedirannsokna, plontuleifar og korn-
reekt & Islandi & midéldum.

Mjoll Snaesdottir, fornleifafreedingur, hefur
setid i stjorn Fornleifastofnunar sidan 1995.
Fil.kand. i fornleifafraedi fra& Upps6lum. Han
tok patt i Reykjavikuruppgreftinum 1971-75
og hefur vidteeka reynslu af borgaruppgroft-
um & Nordurléndum p.& m. frd Tdnsbergi,
Malmey og Upps6lum. Han stjornadi upp-
grefti a Stéruborg 1978-1990 sem var lengi
steersta uppgraftarverkefni sem radist hafdi
verid i & Islandi og eini heildaruppgroftur &
beaejarh6l sem gerdur hefur verid a
Nordurlondum. Mjoll hefur tekid patt i upp-

DIRECTORS

the FSi. Gudmundsson is the president of the
Society of Icelandic Archaeologists. Research
interests: Methods in palaeoenvironmental
studies, plant remains, cereal cultivation in
medieval Iceland.

Mjoll Sneesdottir, Senior Archaeologist.
Member of FSi Board of Directors since 1995.
Fil.Kand. in Archaeology and Ethnology,
Uppsala, Sweden. Sneesdottir has participat-
ed in research in Norway, Sweden and
Iceland. She was the director of the
Storaborg excavation 1978-1990, which is
the largest salvage excavation project car-
ried out in Iceland so far. Snaesdottir is the
editor of Arbok - The Yearbook of the
Archaeological Society. Research interests:
medieval archaeology, farm mound archae-

ology.

Orri Vésteinsson, member of FSi board of
Directors since 1995. He is lecturer in
Archaeology at the University of Iceland and



grefti a Hofstodum i Myvatnssveit fra 1991 og
stjornadi fornleifarannsékn vid Tjarnargotu

sumarid 1999 a vegum Alpingis. Han er
medstjéornandi  vido fornleifauppgroft i
Skalholti sem nu stendur yfir og hefur fra
1990 unnid ad urvinnslu uppgraftargagna fra
Stéruborg. Mjoll er ritstjori Arbdkar hins
islenzka fornleifafélags.

Orri Vésteinsson er fornleifafreedingur fra
Fornleifastofnun Lundldnahaskdla en hefur
auk pess doktorsprof i sagnfreedi fra sama
skéla. Hann hefur setid i stjorn
Fornleifastofnunar fra 1995 og var forstédu-
madur Rannsékna- og kennslusvids hennar
1995-2002. Hann hefur tekid patt i uppgréftum
& Islandi, i Bretlandi og Japan fra 1984 og
hefur verid medstjornandi fornleifarannsékna
a Hofstédum i Myvatnssveit fra 1992,
Adalstreeti og Gasum fra 2001 og i Skalholti
fra 2002. Hann stjornadi fornleifarannsokn i
Nesi vid Seltjorn 1995-1996, & Nedra Asi i
Hjaltadal 1998-1999, bingvdéllum 1999,
Sveigakoti i Myvatnssveit fra 1998 auk ymissa
minni verkefna. Hann er ritstjori Stéruborgar-

rannsokna fra 1997. Orri er skipadur heidurs-
préfessor i fornleifafreedi vid mann-
fraedideild City University of New York og tok
vid stodu lektors i fornleifafraedi vido Haskola
islands aria 2002.

Gavin Lucas hefur unnid vid fornleifa-
rannsoknir & Islandi fra 1989. Meginahugasvid
hans eru adferdafreedi fornleifafraedinnar og
kennileg fornleifafraedi, en hann hefur ritad
um pau efni beekur og fjolda timaritsgreina.
Hann er jafnframt sérfreedingur i leirkerum
fra seinni 6ldum. Hann hefur mikla upp-
graftarreynslu fra Englandi, Tyrklandi, islandi
og vidar, og nytur vaxandi vidurkenningar
sem einn helsti freedimadur Breta & svidi
kennilegrar fornleifafraedi. Hann hof storf
sem adstodarforstddumadur hja Fornleifa-
stofnun i mai arid 2002 og er einn af
verkefnisstjorum uppgraftar i Skalholti sem
na stendur yfir. Hann hefur stjérnad forn-
leifaskélanum fra 1998 og er ritstjori
Archaeologia Islandica. Gavin lauk doktors-
nami arid 1995 fra Cambridge héaskola, par
sem hann starfadi & arunum 1996-2002 vid

was Head of Research and Training at the FSi
1995-2002. He is also an Adjunct member of
the Doctoral Faculty at the Graduate School,
City University of New York. MA in
Archaeology from the Institute of
Archaeology- UCL, and PhD in History, UCL.
He has participated in research in the UK,
Japan and Iceland, and directed many exca-
vation, survey and publication projects in
Iceland since 1989. He is the author of The
Christianization of Iceland, and his main
research interests are: Social and economi-
cal history of medieval Iceland, Church his-
tory and settlement patterns.

Gavin Lucas, Assistant Director (since May,
2002), has a first Class BA Honours in 1988
from Institute of Archaeology, London, PhD
in Archaeology in 1995 from University of
Cambridge. Born 1965. Editor of the journal
Archaeologia Islandica, an international
journal on Icelandic archaeology since 1998.
Lucas has participated in various excava-
tions in the UK, Italy, Turkey, S. Africa and
Iceland. He was Project Officer at the
Cambridge Archaeological Unit for 6 years,
involving archaeological mitigation for com-

mercial projects relating to construction or
development work. Lucas is site director for
of Skalholt. He is the author of Critical
Approaches to Fieldwork. Historical and
Contemporary Archaeological Practice.
Routledge 2001. Research interests: Theory
and method in archaeology and the archae-
ology of the modern world.




stjornun uppgrafta. Einnig tok hann patt i uppgrefti i Catalhdyik a Tyrklandi 1996 og 1997.

STARFSFOLK

Andrea S. Hardardottir er sagnfraedingur og
kennari. Hun lauk BA gradu i sagnfraedi fra
Haskola islands med pjodfraedi sem auka-
grein og i framhaldi af pvi nami til
kennsluréttinda. Andrea stundar nd nam &
MA stigi i sagnfreedi en faest jafnframt vid
kennslu. Han hoéf storf sem verkefnastjori
hja Fornleifastofnun & Iisafirdi arid 2003.
Helstu ahugasvido Andreu er pjodsagnafraedi
og hugarfarssaga.

Agusta Edwald lauk BA gradu i forn-
leifafreedi fra Haskodla islands arid 2004. Hun
hefur unnid vid skraningu og uppgrefti hja
Fornleifastofnun islands sidan 2004. Helstu
ahugasvid Agastu eru sbguleg fornleifafraedi
og landslagsrannsoknir.

Barbara Gudnadottir er med MA gradu i

samanburdarb6kmenntum  fra  Ludwig-
Maximilians  haskélanum i  Minchen,
bpyskalandi. Barbara hefur séd um utgafu-,
kynningar- og freedslumal stofnunarinnar
sidan 2001 og verid verkefnisstjéri midlunar-
og freedsluverkefna stofnunarinnar,
verkefnisins Midlun menningarsdgulegra
upplysinga og freedsluverkefnisins Skalholt
2002-2007. Barbara hefur aflad sér pekkingar
a vefsmidum og Gtlitshénnun og sér um smidi
og ritstjorn vefsidu Fornleifastofnunar.
Helsta &ahugasvid hennar eru menningar-
tengsl og midlun menningarupplysinga.

m.a.

Birna Larusdottir (f. 1976) er med BA gradu
i islensku og MA gradu i fornleifafreedi fra
Haskdla lslands. Birna hefur unnid hja
Fornleifastofnun sidan 1999. Hun hefur
unnid vid fornleifaskraningu og uppgrefti og

STAFF

Andrea S. Hardardottir, historian and
teacher. Born 1968. Hardardottir completed
her BA degree in history from the University
of Iceland, minor in ethnology and a teach-
ing degree. She is now doing her masters in
history as well as teaching. Andrea is proj-
ect manager at the department of the
Institue of Archaelogy in isafjérdur since
2003. Research interests: folktales and
social ideas.

Aglsta Edwald finished her BA in arhcaeolo-
gy from the University of Iceland in 2004.
She has worked on excavations and surveying
at he FSI since 2004. Research interests:
Historical archaeology and cultural land-
scape studies.

Barbara H. Gudnadottir, Project Manager.
Born 1969. MA in Literature, Ludwig-
Maximilians-Universitat, Munich. Gudnadottir
has worked as a project manager for various
outreach programmes and has special train-
ing and extensive experience as a tourist
guide in Iceland. She is Head of Publication

and Outreach at the FSi since 2001 and is the
Project Manager of the MMU project and of
the outreach part of the Skéalholt project.
Barbara takes care of the Institute’s web-
site, design and editing. Her main interests
are Intercultural  Studies and the
Communication of Cultural Information.

Birna Larusdottir, BA in Icelandic Studies,
MA in Archaeology at the Univ. of Iceland.
Born 1976. Larusdottir has worked for the
FSi since 1999 on various survey and excava-
tion projects and is the editor of a diction-
ary of archaeological terms. Research inter-
ests: Place-names, history of landuse and
agriculture and structures in the outfield.

Colleen Batey, finds Manager at the FSI
since 2002. Born 1956. BA Hons Degree
(1978) and PhD (1984) in Archaeology at
Durham University. Artefact expert, Dr.
Batey is an authority on Viking artefacts, she
has worked as Curator of Archaeology at
Glasgow Museums, and lecturer in
Archaeology at the University of Leeds, lec-



er ritstjori ordasafns um islenska forn-

leifafreedi.
ornefni,
uthégum.

Helstu &hugasvid hennar eru
landbunadarsaga og mannvirki i

Colleen Batey (f. 1956) hof storf sem gripa-
sérfraedingur hja Fornleifastofnun 2002. HUn
lauk BA profi (Hons.) 1978 og doktorsprofi
fra& héskélanum i Durham. Sérfraedisvio
Colleen eru munir fra vikingatima. Hun hefur
unnid sem safnvérdur hja safninu i Glasgow
og kennt vid University College i London og
haskolann i Glasgow. Helstu ahugasvid hennar
eru gripagreining vikingatima, greftrunar-
sioir og vistfraedilegar fornleifarannséknir.
Colleen hefur verio félagi i Institute of Field
Archaeologists fra 1984 og medstjornandi i
veigamiklum rannsoknarverkefnum i Freswick
Links, Caithness og Tintagel kastala i
Cornwall.

Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir hefur unnid hja
Fornleifastofnun sidan 1996. HUn er med BA
gradu i mannfredi og MA grddu i forn-
leifafreedi fra Haskoéla islands. Elin er deil-

darstjori skraningardeildar og hefur unnid
vido fornleifaskraningu og ymis upp-
graftarverkefni. Helsta dhugasvid hennar er
préoun adferda i fornleifaskraningu og
rannsoknir & sorvistélum.

Gudrun Alda Gisladottir hefur unnid i hluta-
starfi vid fornleifaskaningu og vid uppgrefti
hja Fornleifastofnun sidan 2001. HG4n er med
BEd gréadu fra Kennarahaskoéla islands og
lauk MA gradu i fornleifafraedi fra Haskéla
[slands 2004. Helstu &hugasvid Gudrunar
Oldu eru griparannsoknir og teikningar.

Helgi Bragason (f. 1958), ljosmyndari er med
meistaragradu i ljésmyndun fra Idnskélanum
i Reykjavik. Helgi hefur verid yfirmadur 1jos-
myndadeildar stofnunarinnar fra 1995.

Hildur  Gestsdottir (f. 1972) forn-
meinafreedingur lauk BA profi (Hons.) i forn-
leifafraedi fra haskélanum i Nottingham 1994
og MS i beinafraedi og fornmeinafraedi fra
haskélanum i Bradford 1998. Hildur hefur
tekid patt i fornleifauppgréftum & islandi,

turer in Medieval Archaeology at University
College, London and is currently part-time
lecturer in Archaeology at the University of
Glasgow. Research interests: Viking Age
artefacts, burials and environmental archae-
ology. Member of the Institute of Field
Archaeologists since 1984 and Co- Director
of major research projects at Freswick
Links, Caithness and Tintagel Castle,
Cornwall.

Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir, Archaeological
Survey Manager, BA in anthropology, MA in
Archaeology at the Univ. of Iceland.
Hreidarsdottir has worked at the FSIi on var-
ious survey and excavation projects since
1996. Research interest: Methods in archae-
ological survey, Viking age beads.

Guorun Alda Gisladottir, B.Ed from the
Iceland University of Education, has worked
part time at site survey and excavation at the
FSi since 2001. She finished her MA in archae-
ology from the University of Iceland in 2004.
Research interest: finds research and illus-
trations.

Helgi Bragason, photographer, Master of
Photography at Reykjavik Polytechnic
(Ionskdlinn i Reykjavik). Born 1958. Head of
FSI Photographic Dept. since 1995.

Hildur Gestsdottir, Palaeopathologist. BA
(Hons.) in Archaeology from Univ. of
Nottingham 1994, and MSc in Osteology,
Palaeopathology and Funerary Archaeology
from Univ. of Bradford 1998. Gestsdottir has
participated in excavations in Iceland, UK
and Kenya. She has participated in various
FSi projects as excavator, osteoarchaeologist
and supervisor in Iceland since 1996.
Gestsdottir has extensive excavation experi-
ence (1992-present) on archaeological exca-
vations, as excavator and supervisor, as well
as post-excavation processing and report
writing experience (1995-present), both
commercial and research sites. She has
worked for Bath Archaeological Trust,
England, Exeter Archaeology, England,
National Museum of Iceland and National
Museum of Wales. Also, extensive experi-
ence in analysis of archaeological human
remains (1997-present) for the FSi, National
Museum of Iceland, Bath Archaeological




Bretlandi og i Kenia. HUn hefur tekid patt i
fjolmorgum verkefnum Fornleifastofnunar,
m.a. fornleifauppgréftum og mannabeina-
rannséknum. Hun stjérnar uppgrefti kirkju-
gardsins a Hofstddum. Hildur hefur unnid
fyrir Bath Archaeological Trust & Englandi,
Exeter Archaeology, Pjédminjasafn Islands
0g pjoominjasafnio i Wales. Han hefur einnig
mikla reynslu af mannabeinarannséknum, en
paer hefur han gert fyrir Fornleifastofnun fra

1997, fyrir pPjodminjasafnio, Bath
Archaeological Trust & Englandi, Exeter
Archaeology (Englandi), Cornwall

Archaeological Unit (Englandi) og Somerset
County Council (Englandi). Helsta ahugasvio
Hildar eru fornmeinarannsoknir.

Howell Magnis Roberts (f. 1968) forn-
leifafraedingur, er yfirmadur uppgraftarsvids
Fornleifastofnunar. Hann er med BA gradu i
klassiskum fraedum og fornleifafreedi fra
haskélanum i Liverpool og hefur starfad sem
fornleifafraedingur sidan 1993. Howell er
medlimur i AIFA (Institute of Field

Archaeologists). Howell tok patt i uppgrefti

4 Bessastédum 1996, Geirsstodum |
Hroarstungu og Hofstédum i Myvatnssveit
1996 og 1997, var verkstjori vid uppgréft a
Nedra Asi 1998, & Hofstodum 1998-2001, i
Adalstreeti 2001 og er verkstjori vid upp-
grefti & Gasum i Eyjafirdi og & pingvdllum
sem nu standa yfir. Howell var adstodar-
madur vid Udrvinnslu Stéruborgargagna
veturinn 1997-1998. Fyrir utan uppgraftar-
reynslu & Islandi hefur Howell vidtaeka
reynslu af verkstjérn i bjérgunaruppgrefti i
Bretlandi og reynslu af visindarannséknum
og uppgrefti i Quatar, Noregi og Frakklandi.
Helstu ahugasvid Howells er adferdafraedi
fornleifafraedinnar og husagerd & jarnold.

Oscar Aldred (f. 1972) er med BA gradu i
klassiskum fraedum og fornleifafreedi fra
héskélanum i Liverpool, og MA i landshatta-
fornleifafraeedi fr4 haskolanum i Leicester.
Sidan 1995 hefur Oscar unnid fyrir faghopa
og beejaryfirvdld vio fornleifauppgrefti,
stjornad rannsoknum og verkefnum sem lata
ad stjornun og skipulagi menningararfsins og
séd um safnvorslu hja Historic Environment i

Trust  (England), Exeter Archaeology
(England), Cornwall Archaeological Unit
(England) and Somerset County Council
(England). Research interest:
Palaeopathology.

Howell Magnus Roberts, Head of Excavation
Department, FSI. BA in Classical Studies and
Archaeology, Univ. of Liverpool 1991. Born
1968. Professional archaeologist since 1993.
Member of the Institute of Field
Archaeologists since 2001 (AIFA). Experience
in UK, Iceland, Norway, Qatar and France.
Based in Iceland 1996-98 and Head of dept.
at the FSI since January 2001. Previous
employment includes the Museum of London
Archaeology Service, Birmingham University
Field Archaeology Unit, National Museum of
Iceland. Roberts has participated in large
scale commercial projects at varying levels
of responsibility, including Adalstreeti,
Reykjavik, Cefn Cwmwd, Anglesey, UK,
Bessastadir, No.1 Poultry, City of London.
Additionally, Supervisor of numerous evalua-
tions and smaller projects. Roberts is direc-
tor of excavations for the Gasir and
bpingvellir Millennium projects. Research

interests: Field archaeology, methods, Iron
Age architecture.

Oscar Aldred, born 1972, BA in Classical
Studies and Archaeology, University of
Liverpool, and MA in Landscape Archaeology,
University of Leicester. Since 1995 he has
worked for professional units, and for local
authorities on excavations, conducted
research, carried out Heritage Management
projects and acted as a curator for the
Historic Environment in Somerset, England.
Immediately prior to working for the FSi he
completed a research project for English
Heritage to establish national guidelines and
methodologies for the Historic Landscape
Characterisation Project. He has expertise in
computer applications for archaeology, par-
ticularly with database design and manage-
ment, and Geographical Information Systems
(GIS). He has research interests in historic
and present landscape studies, particularly
connected with Sustainability Development,
and Agrarian, Social and Territorial land-
scapes. He has worked in Iceland since 1999
and is the FSi's Digital Data Project Manager
and Project Manager for the ARENA project.



Somerset & Englandi. Adur en Oscar kom til
starfa hja stofnuninni lauk hann rannsoknar-
verkefni fyrir English Heritage, sem laut ad
pvi ad kortleggja sdgulegt menningarlands-
lag. Oscar hefur sérhaeft sig i télvunotkun i
fornleifafraedi, sérstaklega hvad vidkemur
uppsetningu og stjérnun gagnagrunna og

landfraedikerfa. Oscar hefur unnid hja
Fornleifastofnun sidan 1999 og hefur umsjon
med stafreenum midlunarverkefnum. Hann
hefur sérstakan &huga @& landslags-
rannséknum, einkum menningarlandslagi.

Ragnar Edvardsson (f. 1964) er forn-
leifafraedingur. Ragnar lauk BA gradu i latinu
og sobgu fra Haskola Islands, MA i forn-
leifafreedi fra Fornleifastofnun
Lundinahaskdéla og MPhil i mannfraedi og vin-
nur nG ad doktorsritgerd vid The Graduate
Center, CUNY. Ragnar hefur tekid patt i fjolda
rannsoknarverkefna a Skotlandi, i Faereyjum
og & lslandi og hefur mikla uppgraftar-
reynslu.  Ragnar hefur unnid  fyrir
Fornleifastofnun fra 1996. Hann hefur
sérpekkingu & pvi ad gera tilgatuteikningar.

Ranns6knardhugi hans beinist helst ad
romverskri fornleifafraedi og Gtvegsminjum.

Sigriour borgeirsdottir lauk BA gradu i
pjodfreedi fra Haskola Islands &rid 2002. Han
hefur unnid vid gripavorslu, skraningu og
uppgrefti hja Fornleifastofnun sidan 2001.
Seedis Gunnarsdoéttir er sagnfraedingur og
fornleifafraedingur. Han lauk BA gradu i ségu
fra Haskdla Islands og MA grédu i landslags-
fornleifafraedi fra Haskdlanum i Leicester.
Seedis var radin  framkveemdastjori
Fornleifastofnunar & Akureyri arid 2003 en
hefur unnid vid fornleifaskraningu hja
Fornleifastofnun fra 1996 og hefur auk pess
ritstyrt [SLEIFU, gagnagrunni Fornleifa-
stofnunar. Helstu ahugasvid Seedisar eru
midaldasagnfreedi, byggdasaga og notkun
landfraedilegra upplysingakerfa (GIS) i forn-
leifarannséknum.

Olof porsteinsdottir hefur verid skrifstofu-
stjori Fornleifastofnunar sidan 2001. Hun
hefur langa reynslu af margvislegum skrif-
stofustdrfum, starfadi m.a. hja Orkustofnun

Ragnar
Ilustrator.
History from Univ. of

Edvardsson, Archaeologist and
Born 1964. BA in Latin and
Iceland, MA in

Archaeology from the Institute of
Archaeology, UCL, London, MPhil in
Anthropology, PhD (in spe) from The

Graduate Center, CUNY. Edvardsson has par-
ticipated in various research projects in
Scotland the Faroe Islands and Iceland, and
has extensive excavation experience, as well
as site supervisor. He has worked for the FSi
since 1996. Special skills: archaeological
illustration. Research interests: Roman
archaeology, marine archaeology.

Sigridur borgeirsdottir finished her BA in
ethnology from the University of Iceland in
2002. She has worked on excavations, finds
and surveying at the FSI since 2001.

Seedis  Gunnarsdottir, Historian and
Archaeologist, born 1973. BA in History from
Univ. Iceland, MA in Archaeology from
Leicester. Gunnarsdottir is manager of the
departement of the Institute in Akureyri
since 2003 but has worked on archaeological

surveying at FSI since 1996 as well as being
the editor of FSi"s National Survey
Database. Research interests: GIS in archae-
ology and medieval history.

Olof borsteinsdottir, Head of Office and
Secretary at the FSI since 2001. Born 1959.
Various office experience and training,
including secretarial work at the Icelandic
Energy Institute. Icelandic Marathon
Champion 1997. Interests: Running.




og hja Stefi. Helstu ahugasvid Olafar eru
ativist, goénguferdir og hlaup. Oléf var
{slandsmeistari kvenna i maraponi 1997.




Samstarfsadilar og vidskiptavinir / Collaborators and Clients

SAMSTARFSADILAR
COLLABORATORS

Aarhus Universitet, Danmorku

Brooklyn College, City University of
New York, Bandarikjunum

Hid islenzka bokmenntafélag

cIMeC, Institute for Cultural Memory,
RUmeniu

Félag islenskra fornleifafreedinga
Haskoli islands

Hid pingeyska fornleifafélag
Hugvisindastofnun

Hunter College, City University of New
York, Bandarikjunum

Instytut Archeologii i Etnologii Polskiej
Akademii Nauk, Péllandi

Kulturarvsstyrelsen, Danmdorku
Landmeelingar islands
Leeknasetrid Mjodd
Minjasafnid a Akureyri
Museovirasto, Finnlandi
Museumsprosjektet, Noregi

Muzeum Archeologiczne w Poznaniu,
Pollandi

NABO, North Atlantic Biocultural
Organisation

Nattdrurannséknastddin vid Myvatn

Néatturustofa Vestfjarda

Senter for studier i vikingtid og nordisk
middelalder, Oslo Universitet, Noregi

Raunvisindastofnun Haskdla islands

Romisch-Germanische Kommission des
Deutschen Archaologischen Instituts,
pyskalandi

Skalholtsskoli
Skalholtsstadur
Snorrastofa i Reykholti

State Service for the Archaeological
Heritage, Hollandi

The Archaeology Data Service,
University of York, Bretlandi

University of Bradford, Englandi
University of Cambridge, Englandi
University of Edinburgh, Skotlandi
University of Glasgow, Skotlandi
University of Stirling, Skotlandi

University of Wisconsin, Madison,
Bandarikjunum

Vestfirdir & midodldum
Zoologisk Museum, Danmorku
bingvallanefnd

pjodminjasafn islands

HELSTU VIDSKIPTAVINIR
CLIENTS AND CONTRACTORS

Bessastadahreppur
Dagverdarnes ehf.
Djupavogshreppur

Eyja- og Miklaholtshreppur
Grindavikurbeer

Hrifunes ehf.
Huasavikurkaupstadur
Hvalfjardarstrandarhreppur
Hvitarsiduhreppur
Horgarbyggo
Innri-Akraneshreppur
isafjardarbeer
Kolbeinsstadahreppur
Landsvirkjun

Leirar- og Melasveit

Minjasafnid a Akureyri
Nattirustofa Vestfjardoa
Olafsfjardarkaupstadur
Rangéarping eystra
Reykjavikurborg
Safnadarfélag Holskirkju, Bolungarvik
Siglufjardarkaupstadur
Stafna & milli ehf.
Sudavikurhreppur
Svalbardsstrandarhreppur
Sveitarfélagid Arborg
Vegagerdin a Akureyri

VSO radgjof




STUDNINGUR OG STYRKIR
GRANT-FUNDING BODIES AND SPONSORS

British Academy

European Science Foundation
Evrépusambandid: Culture 2000
Fornleifasjodur
Menningarsjodur
Menningarsjédur VIS

Kirkjurad

Kristnihatidarsjoour
National Geographic Society
NOS-H

National Science Foundation

Rannsoknamidstdd islands / The
Icelandic Research Council

bingvallanefnd

LISTI YFIR VERKEFNI 2004
LIST OF PROJECTS 2004

Rannsoknarverkefni

Uppgroftur ad verslunarstadnum Gasum i
Eyjafiroi.

pinghald til forna. Rannsékn & pingminjum &
pingvollum og voéldum vorpingsstdoum.

Fornleifauppgroftur i Skalholti.

Fornleifauppgroftur & kirkju og kirkjugardi &
Hofstodum i Myvatnssveit.

Fornleifauppgroftur & Sveigakoti. Uppgroftur
4 beejarminjum fra vikingadld.

Rannsékn a landnami og menningarlandslagi
i Pingeyjarsyslu.

Fornleifauppgroftur i Reykholti.

Rannsokn & kirkjuminjum.

Kuml og samfélag, fornleifarannsokn.

Fornleifauppgroftur & Eyri i isafirdi.

Fornleifauppgréftur i Vatnsfirdi.

Fornleifauppgréftur a Hrisheimum.

Heilsufarssaga islendinga fra landnami til 18.
aldar.

Fornleifauppgroftur i Kavikum.

Forn gardlog i S-pingeyjarsyslu.

Fornleifaskraning
Sveedisskraning:

- Djapavogshreppur

- Kolbeinsstadahreppur

- Eyja- og Miklaholtshreppur

- Hvitarsiduhreppur

- Kjosarhreppur

- part of Siglufjardarkaupstadur

Adalskraning:

- Hoérgarbyggo

- Hvitarsiduhreppur

- Olafsfjardarkaupstadur
- Siglufjaréarkaupstadur

- Svalbardsstrond
- Chapel Survey

- Krékdalur

- Hvolsvollur

- Narfastadir

Deiliskraning:

- Hrifunes in Vestur-Skaftafellssysla

- Kongsbakki in Snzefellsnes

- Galtarholt in Borgarbyggd in Myra- og
Hnappadalssyslur

- Bessastadahreppur,

- Arborg, in Eyrarbakki

- Eyrardalur, in Langeyri in Eyrardalur in
Sudavikurhreppur.

- Hellir in Olfus

Umhverfismat:

- Myvatnséraefi to Asbyrgi

- Reyodarfjorour

- Oxarfjardarhreppur in Nordur-
bingeyjasysla

Midlunarverkefni

- Arena. Verndun og kynning stafraenna
gagna um fornleifafraedi i Evropu.

- Midlun menningarsdgulegra upplysinga.



Adolf Fridriksson:
- ‘Burial Topography and Society in Late Iron-Age
Iceland’, at: Dynamics of Northern Societies, Joint
NABO and SILA Arctic Centre Conference in
Copenhagen, 10-14th May 2004

- ‘Kumlarannsoknir 2003’ in Erindi haldid & radstefnu
Félags islenskra fornleifafreedinga, Norreena husinu
21. febrtar 2004

- ‘Text and Archaeology’ * presented at the Viking
and Medieval Centre in Oslo, August 23rd, 2004. 2004
- (with Gardar Gudmundsson) ‘lron-Age Assemblies in
at the EAA Conference in Lyon, 8-11th
September 2004

- (with Hildur Gestsdottir),

Iceland’

‘pingstadarannsoknir
2003, in Erindi haldid & radstefnu Félags islenskra

fornleifafraedinga, Norraena husinu 21. febrtar 2004

Orri Vésteinsson:
- Sveigakot 2003 - Fyrirlestur & radstefnu Félags
islenskra fornleifafreedinga um fornleifarannsoknir
sumarid 2003, Norreena hasinu, 21. feblGar 2004

- Raudaskrida - Fyrirlestur & radstefnu Félags is-
lenskra fornleifafreedinga um fornleifarannséknir
sumarid 2003, Norreena hasinu, 21. feblGar 2004

- Saltvik - Fyrirlestur & radstefnu Félags islenskra
fornleifafreedinga um fornleifarannséknir sumario
2003, Norrzena husinu, 21. febtar 2004

- Kaupstadir og vidskipti i islenska beendasamfélaginu
- Fyrirlestur & Malpingi um Gésarannsoknir, Akureyri
28. februar 2004

- Ruins of the Saga Time - Bodsfyrirlestur vid
University of York, 16. mars 2004

- Icelandic settlement patterns - Fyrirlestur vid forn-
leifadeild University of York, 17. mars 2004

- Stada islenskrar fornleifafraedi - Erindi & malpingi
Ritsins "Hvert stefnir islensk fornleifafreedi?", Oskju,
24. april 2004

- Environmental degradation and farm abandonment
in late Viking age Iceland: Correlation, coincidence
or claptrap? - Fyrirlestur & radstefnunni Dynamics of
Northern Societies - a SILA and NABO conference,
Kaupmannahofn, 11. mai 2004

- Central Places in Iceland - Fyrirlestur a radstefn-
unni Dynamics of Northern Societies - a SILA and
NABO conference, Kaupmannahofn, 14. mai 2004

- Gasir. The Church - Fyrirlestur & malpingi um forn-
leifarannsoknir, H6lum, 7. agast 2004

- Historical archaeology and the study of small scale
polities - Fyrirlestur & The 10th annual meeting of
the European Association of Archaeologists i Lyon, 11.
september 2004

landndmsold -

- breeldomur a Fyrirlestur &

Fundir og fyrirlestrar/Meetings and lectures 2004

Hugvisindapingi, Haskéla Islands, 23. oktéber 2004

Hildur Gestsdottir:

- The settlement of Iceland: Strontium istotope
analysis -NABO/SILA conference in Copenhagen May
2004

Gavin Lucas:

- 'Architectures of Power: the Viking settlement of
Hofstadir' at the SILA/NABO conference at
Copenhagen

- '‘Ceramics, Trade and Consumption in Iceland 1640-
1940 at the SILA/NABO conference at Copenhagen

- 'Historical Archaeology Today' at Institute for
Archaeology, Goteborg Univesity

- 'Field Works' at the Centre for Archaeology,
University of Stanford, California

Oscar Aldred:

- ‘Archaeological investigations at Hofdagerdi 2003
at Félags islenskra fornleifafrsedinga, Nordic House
- ‘Expectations and the digital experience: the
Icelandic ARENA at Online archaeological digital
archives: preservation, access and Archaeologicl
Records of Europe: Networked Access (ARENA) /
Stafreen fornleifagdgn & veraldarvefnum: vardveisla,
adgangur og stada verkefnisins Archaeological
Records of Europe: Networked Access (ARENA)’,
Nordic House, Reykjavik

- ‘Réttir in the landscape. A study on the context of
focal points at the SILA/NABO conference at
Copenhagen

- ‘Out with the old in with the new: online presenta-
tion of excavation archives’ at EAA, Lyon

- (with Birna Larusdottir, Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir) -
‘Iceland: its landscape and archaeology’ at Helsinki
symposium on aerial archaeology, Helsinki, National
Musuem

- (with Orri Vésteinsson) ‘Midlun menningarsdgulegra
upplysinga at Markéeetlun um upplysingataekni og
umhverfismal 1999 - 2004 Uppgjor, Malping og kyn-
ning & nidurstédum verkefna og veggspjaldasyning’,
Hétel Loftleidum

In addition, Oscar Aldred attended the Computer
Applications  and methods in
Archaeology (CAA)

March2004.

quantitative

conference, in Prato in
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