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Starfsemi Fornleifastofnunar st6d med miklum
bléma arid 2002, enda hafa ymsar mikilvaeg-
ar breytingar verid gerdar a starfsvettvangi
fornleifafraedinnar sidustu misseri. Arid 2001
toku gildi ny l6g um skipulag fornleifamala,
verndun fornleifa og fornleifarannsoknir og
Kristnihatidarsjodur veitti sina fyrstu styrki
til fornleifarannsokna. Ny loggjof festir i
sessi sjalfstaeda starfsemi a svidi forn-
leifafraedi og er afleiding af préun sidustu
ara par sem margvisleg verkefni hafa verid
ad feerast fra riki til einkaadila. Med nyjum
l6gum hafa stjornvold dregid sig i hlé a
verkefnamarkadi og lata sjalfstaett starfandi
visindamonnum eftir verkefni & bord vid
fornleifaskraningu og uppgroft, umhverfis-
mat og margvislega faglega radgjof.
Hinsvegar hefur eftirlitshlutverk hins opin-
bera verid aukid, enda helst pad i hendur ad
frjals fagleg starfsemi parf strangt adhald.
Stofnunin hlaut verulegan studning fra
innlendum og erlendum sjodum til ad sinna
nokkrum nyjum verkefnum i samstarfi vid

Foreword

The FSI enjoyed a prosperous year in 2002. It
was also a year of some important changes
made in the field of archaeology in Iceland.
In 2001 new archaeological legislation was
implemented, including important changes
in favour of independent institutions. The
legislative changes confirm the course of
development of cultural resource manage-
ment during the past decade. Also, the
Millennium fund was estab-
lished, with the aim of giving
generous financial support for
archaeological excavations.
The FSI received increased
support from domestic and
foreign agencies for various
new large-scale projects,
including the trading site of
Gasir, the episcopal seat at
Skalholt and the General
Assembly at Pingvellir.
Altogether there were 46
employees and other partici-

Avarp forstodumanns

ymsa adila. Rannsoknir hofust a Gasum, i
Skalholti og & Pingvollum, fjolpaett verkefni
i S-Pingeyjarsyslu hlaut sérstakan ondvegis-
styrk fra Rannis og Evropusambandid styrkir
alpjodlegt verkefni um vefltgafu fornleifa-
gagna sem stofnunin tekur patt i asamt sam-
starfsadilum i nokkrum 6drum lGndum.

Alls voru 46 einstaklingar vid storf um
lengri eda skemmri tima. Unnid var ad 36
verkefnum i 6llum landsfjordungum. Fjoldi
ritverka var 30. Velta stofnunarinnar var
57,1 mkr.

Adolf Fridriksson, forstédumadur

pants in FSI projects. There were 36 projects
in all parts of Iceland and 30 publications.
The annual turnover was 57,1 million kronur.

Adolf Fridriksson, director




Hlutverk Fornleifastofnunar

Fornleifastofnun islands er sjalfseignarstofn-
un og starfar eftir stadfestri skipulagsskra
(Stj.tid. 1995, B 62-65, nr. 396) samkvaemt
l6gum um sjodi og stofnanir nr. 19/1988.
stadfest af halfu
domsmalaraduneytisins pann 7. jali 1995.
Hofst par med formleg starfsemi stofnunar-
innar, en hdn tok jafnframt yfir margvislegt
rannsoknarstarf sem unnid hafdi verid af

Skrain var

adstandendum hennar allt fra arinu 1989.
Tilgangur ad efla
rannsoknir og Utgafustarfsemi a svidi forn-
leifafraedi og skyldra greina. Sérstok ahersla
hefur verid l6gd a uppbyggingarstarf, og
hafa starfsmenn stofnunarinnar komid vida

stofnunarinnar er

vid, s.s. vid endurskodun pjédminjalaga og
endurskipulag pjodminjavorslu, proun og
umbaetur & adferdafraedi vid forn-
leifaskraningu, uppgroft, umhverfismat og
gagnasyslu. Einnig hefur verid l6gd ahersla a
patt fornvistfraeda vid fornleifarannsoknir og

fjolpaett samstarf vid innlenda og erlenda

The Role of the Institute

Fornleifastofnun islands is an independent
charity governed by statutes (Stj.tid. 1995,
B 62-65, nr. 396) in accordance with the
Funds and Institutions Act nr. 19/1988. The
statutes were confirmed by the Ministry of
Justice on 7 July 1995. That year, activities
started formally, but the FSI took over vari-
ous research activities run by the founders
of the institute ever since 1989.

The aim of the institute is to increase
research and publication in archaeology.
Particular emphasis is put on development
and improvement of the working environ-
ment of archaeologists in Iceland, such as
methodological development, survey, exca-
vation, environmental assessment and data
management. The FSI has also put emphasis
on international cooperation. The FSI runs a
large database of archaeolgical sites in
Iceland (ISLEIF) and publishes an inter-
national journal (Archaeologia islandica).
The FSI runs an international fieldschool

Starfsemi og skipulag

adila. Stofnunin rekur safn rannsoknargagna
og upplysinga um islenskar fornleifar (isleif)
og gefur Gt alpjodlegt timarit um islenskar
fornleifar og skyld efni, Archaeologia
islandica. Stofnunin hefur unnié vid margvis-
leg fraedsluverkefni, veitir namsstyrki og
taekifaeri til starfsnams, og a hennar vegum
starfar Fornleifaskolinn, sem veitir ungum

visindamonnum  pjalfun i vettvangs-
rannsoknum.

Stjorn

i stjorn stofnunarinnar sitja: Adolf
Fridriksson formadur, Gardar Gudmundsson,
Mjoll Snaesdottir og Orri Vésteinsson.

Stjornin hélt 2 fundi & arinu par sem raett
var um st6du stofnunarinnar og framtid, og
lagdir voru fram arsreikningar og bpeir
sampykktir.

Starfslid
Arid 2002 voru 16 starfsmenn i fostu starfs-
lidi Fornleifastofnunar: Adolf Fridriksson,

Organization and Management

every summer.

Board of Directors

On the board of directors are: Adolf
Fridriksson (Chairman), Gardar
Gudmundsson, Mjoll Snaesdottir and Orri
Vésteinsson. The Board held two meetings in
the year, discussing the current position of
the Institute and future development. The
annual accounts were presented and accept-
ed.

Staff

In 2002 there were 16 permanent members
of staff: Adolf Fridriksson, Oscar Aldred,
Barbara A Baska, Barbara Gudnadottir, Birna
Larusdottir, Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir, Gardar
Gudmundsson, Gavin Lucas, Hildur Gests-
dottir, Howell Roberts, Mjoll Snaesdottir,
Oddgeir Hansson, Orri Vésteinsson, Olof
Porsteinsdottir, Ragnar Edvardsson and
Saedis Gunnarsdottir. There were 5 working
full-time, others part-time. In addition the




Oscar Aldred, Barbara A. Baska, Barbara
Gudnadottir, Birna Larusdottir, Elin Osk
Hreidarsdottir, Gardar Gudmundsson, Gavin
Lucas, Hildur Gestsdottir, Howell M. Roberts,
Mjoll Snaesdottir, Oddgeir Hansson, Orri
Vésteinsson, Olof Porsteinsdottir, Ragnar
Edvardsson og Sadis Gunnarsdottir. Voru 5
einstaklingar i fullu starfi en adrir i hluta-
storfum. Auk peirra unnu vid forn-
leifaskraningu, fornleifauppgroft og onnur
verkefni: Andrew Hall, Alexandra Sperr, Ally
Becket, Candy Hatherley, Christine Sheard,
Colleen Batey, Craig Cessford, Bruno Berson,
Groa Masdottir, Gudrin Alda Gisladottir,
Gudlaugur Jon Arnason, Gudmundur R.
Bjornsson, Helgi Bragason, Ingvar
Gudjonsson, Jannie A. Ebsen, Jodnina
Arnarsdottir, Jon Oskar Jonsson, Karen
Milek, Louise Felding, Magnis A.
Sigurgeirsson, Marta Dulinicz, Mary

i |

following worked short-term in surveys,
excavation and other projects: Andrew Hall,
Alexandra Sperr, Ally Becket, Candy
Hatherley, Christine Sheard, Colleen Batey,
Craig Cessford, Bruno Berson, Gréa
Masdottir, Gudran  Alda  Gisladottir,
Gudlaugur Jon Arnason, Gudmundur R.
Bjornsson, Helgi Bragason, Ingvar
Gudjonsson, Jannie A. Ebsen, Jonina
Arnarsdottir, Jon Oskar Jonsson, Karen
Milek, Louise Felding, Magnls A.
Sigurgeirsson, Marta Dulinicz, Mary
Alexander, Natascha Mehler, Richard
Turnbull, Ruth Maher, Sigridur Porgeirsdottir,
Timothy Horsley, Uggi Zvarsson and boéra

Alexander, Natascha Mehler, Richard
Turnbull, Ruth Maher, Sigridur Porgeirsdottir,
Timothy Horsley, Uggi Zvarsson og Pora
Pétursdottir.

Adolf Fridriksson er forstodumadur stofn-
unarinnar. Orri Vésteinsson hefur starfad vid
stofnunina fra byrjun, en tdk vid lektorsstodu
i fornleifafraedi vid Haskola islands & arinu.
Hann heldur afram stjornunarstorfum vid
stofnunina og tekur patt i rannsoknar-
verkefnum sem fyrr. Dr. Gavin Lucas tok vid
starfi adstodarforstodumanns. Oscar Aldred
var radinn a arinu sem verkefnisstjori gagna-
svids. Sem fyrr er Howell Magnus Roberts
deildarstjori uppgraftardeildar, Elin Osk
Hreidarsdottir er deildarstjori  forn-
leifaskraningar, Ol6f Porsteinsdottir er skrif-
stofustjori og Barbara Gudnadottir er
verkefnisstjori fraedslu- og kynningarmala.

Alls voru 30 launpegar a arinu i 14
stodugildum.

Pétursdottir.

The director of the institute is Adolf
Fridriksson. Orri Vésteinsson has worked at
the FSI from the beginning, but has now
taken a new post of Lecturer in Archaeology
at the University of Iceland. He will contin-
ue to participate in administration and
research at the FSI.

Dr Gavin Lucas was hired as assistant
director. Oscar Aldred was hired as data
manager. As before Howell Magnis Roberts is
head of department of excavation, Elin Osk
Hreidarsdottir is head of survey, Olof
Porsteinsdottir is head secretary, and
Barbara Gudnadottir is project manager for
public relations and education.

In all there were 30 employees on payroll,
in 14 posts.



Tekjur i pus. kr.

Adrar tekjur 25.938 9.442

Gjold i pus. kr.

Arsverk 14 14
Launagjold 32.194 33.560 -4
Rekstrargjold 19.818 19.584
Fjarfestingar 1.923 3.391 -43
Heildargjold 53.935 56.535 -4
Afkoma arsins 3.181 -900

REKSTRARREIKNINGUR

Skipting tekna FSi 2002

Innlendir
styrkir
37%

Seld
pjonusta
54%

Erlendir
styrkir
9%

OPERATING SUMMARY

Income in lkr. 1000

Other income 25 938 9 442

Expenditure in lkr. 1000

Person-years 14 14

Staff 32 194 33 560 -4
Operational costs 19 818 19 584 1
Investments 1923 339 -43
Total Expenditure 53 935 56 535 -4

Surplus of income over
expenditure 3181 -900

The Institute's income 2002

Icelandic
Grants
37%

Contracted
services

54%
Foreign

Grants
9%




Fra arinu 1993 hefur Fornleifastofnun islands
unnid ad fornleifaskraningu vida um land og
unnid jafnt og pétt ad pvi ad beeta
skraningarkerfid, geymslu og midlun gagn-
anna. Fornleifaskraningu er skipt i svaedis-,
adal- og deiliskraningu.

Svaedisskraning felst i ad taka saman gogn,
annarsvegar um pekktar fornleifar og hinsveg-
ar um atridi sem geta gefid visbendingar um
stadsetningu og edli fornleifa. A peim grunni
er lagt mat a fjolda, dreifingu og edli menningar-
minja & viokomandi svaedi, og gerdar tillogur
um verndun, nytingu og frekari athuganir.
Heppilegast er ad sveitarfélog, hérud eda
syslur sameinist um ad lata gera svaedis-
skraningu enda er pad hagkvaemasta leidin
til ad fa yfirlit um menningarminjar og afla
peirra heimilda sem naudsynlegar eru vid
adalskraningu eda vettvangsvinnu. Nidur-
stada svadisskraningar er annarsvegar
skyrsla med heildarmati @ menningarminjum
a athugunarsvaedinu og hinsvegar gagna-

The Institute started archaeological site sur-
veying in 1993. Since then the Institute has
worked towards improving the methods of
surveying and the storage and communica-
tion of the data.

The Institute approaches site survey in the
following three stages that coincide with the
three stages of planning work as it is carried
out in Iceland: regional, field and intensive
surveys.

Regional survey

In a regional survey available documentary
evidence on archaeological sites is assem-
bled and analyzed. A regional survey aims to
give a description of known archaeological
sites and evaluate the number, types and
condition of archaeological sites in the area
in question.

The outcome of a regional survey is
twofold: -a report with a desktop assess-
ment of the archaeological sites in the
whole area and suggestions of ways to pro-

Fornleifaskraning

grunnur yfir allar paer upplysingar sem safn-
ad hefur verid og adalskraning mun sidan

byggja a.

Adalskraning byggist a svaedisskraningu en
felst i vettvangsvinnu og midar fyrst og
fremst ad pvi ad stadsetja og kortleggja
fornleifar. bpa er farid a vettvang, viétol
tekin vid stadkunnuga og gengid a alla minja-
stadi, peir skodadir og stadsettir a korti.
Toftir eru teiknadar upp og ljosmyndadar. A
grunni peirra upplysinga er sidan ritud
skyrsla par sem gerd er grein fyrir sogu mann-
vistar og buskapar a vidkomandi svaedi, lyst
einkennum menningarminja og gerdar
tillogur um verndun og kynningu.

Deiliskraning er nakvaem rannsdkn og/eda
uppmeeling a einstokum minjastodum a litlu
svaedi, t.d. par sem leggja parf mat a hvort
fjarlaegja a fornleifar med uppgrefti eda par
sem nyta a minjastadi fyrir Gtivist. Olikt
svaedis- og adalskraningu fornleifa er ekki

Archaeological Site Survey

tect and promote sites in the area as well as
further research.
-a database with all the sites in the area on
which the next, field stage of survey can
later be built on.

Field survey

A field survey expands on a regional survey
by visiting all the sites, and making descrip-
tions and illustrations of them.

Before going into the field the surveyors
interview local people in the area in order to
gather further information about archaeo-
logical sites that are not mentioned in docu-
ments. In the field survey all sites are visit-
ed and mapped and all the ruins pho-
tographed and drawn. A field survey report
includes an overview of history of settle-
ment and agriculture in the area as well as a
description of the characteristics of the sites
in the area. Suggestions are also made about
ways to protect and promote sites in the
area. The aims of field surveying are the



gert rad fyrir deiliskraningu a ollum minja-

stédum. Deiliskraning er fyrst og fremst gerd

par sem verid er ad vinna deiliskipulag.
Markmid deiliskraningar er ad fa na-

kvema yfirsyn yfir minjar a litlum,
afmorkudum svaedum.

Umhverfismat

Vid umhverfismat eru notadar svipadar

adferdir og vid adal- og
deiliskraningu. Pa er afmarkad
svaedi rannsakad nakvaemlega a
vettvangi og lagt mat a ahrif

fyrirhugadra framkvaemda og
gerdar tillogur um motvaegis-
adgerair.

Svaedisskraning 2002

Arid 2002 svaedisskradi
Fornleifastofnun islands um 3200
fornleifar. Um svaedisskraningu
sau Elin  Osk Hreidarsdottir,
Gudrun Alda Gisladottir, Orri
Vésteinsson, Ragnar Edvardsson

same as regional surveys but the
results are more focused because
they are based on thorough field
research.

An intensive survey is a more thorough
research project with intensive mapping or
even limited excavation. It is only carried
out on selected sites when a more detailed
analysis is needed to facilitate decisions on
land use. Unlike regional- and field surveys
intensive survey is not carried out on all
sites, only those that might become threat-
ened by changing land use - namely as a con-
dition of planning consent where a planning
application has already been made. The aim
of intensive survey is primarily to get as
complete and precise an overview as possi-
ble of all sites in a small, defined area.

Environmental assessment

In addition to the three stages mentioned
above The Institute of Archaeology has
worked on environmental assessments. In

og Saedis Gunnarsdottir. Arid 2002 var
svaedisskraning unnin fyrir eftirtalin sveitar-
félog:

- Sveitarfélagid Arborg (1526 fornleifar par
af 429 i Sandvikurhreppi og 1097 i
Stokkseyrarhreppi).

- Skeggjastadahreppur (390 fornleifar).

- Faskradsfjardarhreppur (487 fornleifar).

Stada skraningar 1 arslok 2002

environmental assessments similar methods
as in intensive survey are used. Field- and
intensive survey work is carried out in a
defined area and assessment is made of the
potential influence the proposed develop-
ment might have on archaeological sites in
the specified area.

Regional survey 2002

In 2002 the Institute registered 3200 sites
through regional survey in the following
areas:

- Arborg, SW-Iceland (1526 sites)

- Skeggjastadahreppur, NE-Iceland
sites)

- Faskradsfjardarhreppur, E-Iceland (487
sites)

- Arnesheppur, NW-Iceland (c. 815 sites)

(390

This work was carried out by the following
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Hdlsdalur, horft til nordvesturs. Fyrir midri mynd md sja seltoftir.
Hdlsdalur. In the middle of the picture a shieling can be seen.

4Arneshreppur (um 815 fornleifar).

i arslok 2002 haféi Fornleifastofnun svaedis-
skrad alls um 58.000 fornleifar.

Adalskraning 2002

Arid 2002 var haldid afram adalskraningu
vidsvegar um land. Alls voru adalskradir um
1570 minjastadir & arinu. Adalskraningu a

steerri sva@dum, s.s. heilum hreppum er

gjarnan skipt nidur & nokkur sumur og verkin
bvi unnin i afongum. Arid 2002 unnu eftir-
taldir vid adalskraningu: Birna Larusdottir,
Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir, Oddgeir Hansson,
Uggi Zvarsson og Poéra Pétursdottir undir
Fridrikssonar og

stjorn  Adolfs Orra

A R, . .

staff: Elin Osk Hreidarsddttir, Gudrin Alda
Gisladottir, Orri  Vésteinsson, Ragnar
Edvardsson and Saedis Gunnarsdéttir. By the
end of 2002 the Institute’s regional survey
has produced information on about 58.000
sites all over Iceland.

Field survey 2002

Field survey for larger areas is often divided
into parts and carried out over a few sum-
mers. In the summer of 2002 the Institute
started three new field survey projects as
well as carrying on with two ongoing ones in
This year 1570
sites were surveyed in the field. The follow-

various places in Iceland.

ing staff worked on field surveys: Birna
Larusdottir, Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir, Oddgeir

Vésteinssonar.

Dalvikurbyggd

Sumarid 2002 var haldid afram med adal-
skraningu i Dalvikurbyggd i Eyjafirdi og par
lokid fjorda skraningarafanga af fimm.
Skradar voru um 200 fornleifar i utanveréum
Svarfadardal og & Arskogsstrond. A pessu
svaedi hafa verid adalskradar um 1700 forn-
leifar og er liklegt ad paer verdi nalega 2000
begar skraningu lykur sumarid 2003. i ljos
komu fjolbreytilegar minjar eins og baejar-
leifar, stekkir, sel, kuml og ymsar minjar um
sjosokn auk fjolda fornra gardlaga og tofta
eldri byla.

Grindavikurkaupstadur
i Grindavik var hafist handa vid adal-
skraningu og skradir tveir afangar af premur.
Pridji og sidasti afangi verksins verdur
unninn sumarid 2003.

Kaupstadarlandid sjalft var skrad og einn-
ig svaedi austan og vestan péttbylisins.
Samtals voru skradir um 400 stadir a

Hansson, Uggi Avarsson and Pora
Pétursdottir. The field surveys were directed
by Adolf Fridriksson and Orri Vésteinsson.
The largest field survey projects of the year

2002 took place in following areas:

Dalvikurbyggd, N Iceland

2002 was the fourth season of field survey in
this large district. About 200 sites were sur-
veyed in the summer bringing the total up to
1700 sites for the district. Various sites were
surveyed like farmsteads, field boundaries,
shielings, sheep-folds, heathen burials and
ruins connected with fishing. The last part of
the field survey will be carried out in the
summer of 2003 and the estimated number
of sites is about 2000.

Grindavik, SW Iceland
In the spring and summer the first and sec-
ond parts of a three-part field survey in
Grindavik took place. The third and last part
will be carried out in 2003.

About 400 sites were surveyed in the



vettvangi og var pad umtalsverd fjolgun
stada fra svaedisskraningu. Sjorinn og Utveg-
urinn setja svip a fornleifar i Grindavik og
nagrenni. Snemma vard nokkud péttbylt a
svaedinu og byggdar fjolmargar
hjaleigur og purrabudir ar landi staerri jarda.

voru

Arneshreppur

i juni og jali var skradur fyrri afangi af
tveimur i Arneshreppi & Strondum, um 500
stadir. Minjastadirnir gefa géda mynd af
atvinnuhattum svaedisins, sjavar(tvegi og
landbinadi, einkum saudfjarblskap. Enn er
buid a flestum baejum og pvi hafa margar
minjar purft ad vikja fyrir umbotum i seinni
tid, s.s. tunraekt og nybyggingum. Byggdin
er bysna pétt og eru langflestir minja-
stadirnir & undirlendi vid strondina eda i
délum. Buast ma vid betri vardveislu, jafnvel
framUrskarandi, & baejum nordar i hreppnum
sem margir foru snemma i eydi.

Leirdr- og Melasveit
i Leirar- og Melasveit var haldid afram med

field. Most of them are by the sea as the hin-
terland is almost completely covered with
lava fields. Good land for agriculture is rare
but the area nevertheless became densely
populated early on. The reason was mainly
accessibility to good fishing grounds. Small
farms and buildings used in connection with
fishing are what mainly characterize the
archaeology of this area.

Arneshreppur, NW Iceland

In Arneshreppur the first phase of a two-
phase field-survey project was carried out in
June and July. This summer about 500 sites
were surveyed. The sites give a clear picture
of the livelihood of the area: fishing, and
agriculture that mainly relied on sheep.
Today most of the farms in the area are still
occupied and because of the limited lowland
much of the archaeology has been damaged
by new buildings and field clearance. Next
year the northern part of the district will be
surveyed. A large part of that area was aban-
doned years ago and because of that better,

adalskraningu sem hofst arid 2001. bar voru
skradar um 240 fornleifar sumarid 2002 og er
skraningu i hreppnum lokid. A svaedinu hafa
samtals verid skradir 411 minjastadir. |
Leirar- og Melasveit hefur landi vida verid
gjorbreytt vegna framraeslu og tunraektar og
af peim sokum eru margir minjastadir
horfnir. Vida er erfitt ad atta sig a staod-
hattum eftir gomlum lysingum par sem kenni-
leiti eru horfin, laekir komnir i skurdi og holt
horfin undir tan. Pa hafa margar minjar
skemmst af agangi sjavar.

i seinni ti® hefur bUskapur lagst af &
morgum baejum, adallega i Melasveit og fer
pvi pekking a 6rnefnum og minjum hratt
pbverrandi. Af pessum sokum ma segja ad

Leifar purrabudar, Hrafnshtsa i Grindavik.
Ruins of a fishing cottage, Hrafnshus, Grindavik.

or even excellent preservation of the sites
can be expected.

Leirdr- and Melasveit, SW Iceland

A field survey, started in 2001 was finished in
Leirar- and Melasveit. About 240 sites were
surveyed making a total of 411 sites in the
district. In this area the landscape has often
changed dramatically with drainage chan-
nels and field clearance and because of that
many of the archaeological sites have been
damaged.

In the last century traditional farming was
abandoned on many of the farms in
Melasveit and local knowledge of place
names and archaeological sites is rapidly
diminishing. Because of this, archaeological




fornleifaskraning hafi verid mikid parfaverk i
hreppnum og jafnvel mikilvaegari en vida
annarsstadar. HUn aetti ad geta ordid grunn-
ur ad frekari tilraunum til vardveislu forn-
leifa og pekkingar a buskaparhattum fyrri
tima.

Reykjahverfi

i Reykjahverfi i Sudur-bingeyjarsyslu voru
skradir um 230 minjastadir. Aaetlad er ad
ljuka verki sumarid 2003. Vid adalskraningu
fundust fjoldamargar merkar fornleifar, sem
margar voru ekki pekktar i heimildum en
fundust vid vettvangsgongu eda eftir
abendingar heimildamanna. Vida er ad finna
miklar og tiltolulega 6skemmdar leifar af forn-

Toftir i Nordurfirdi, Reykjaneshyrna sést i nordaustri.
Ruins in i Nordurfjordur, Reykjaneshyrna in the northeast.

field survey is very important for the preser-
vation of sites and knowledge of rapidly van-
ishing farming methods.

Reykjahverfi, NE Iceland

About 230 sites were surveyed in Reyjahverfi
2002 but the plan is to finish the surveying
next year. During the field walking and/or
through information from local people many
interesting sites were found that were not
known from old documents or maps. This
included substantial ruins of old farmsteads
as well as systems of ancient earthworks.
One of the most interesting sites found by
field walking was three clusters of ruins not
far from the northernmost farm of the area.
No information about the ruins can be found
in written sources but they appear very old.

um bylum auk mikilla vorslu- og merkjagarda
sem liggja um svaedid. Einna forvitnilegustu
minjarnar sem fundust i Reykjahreppi sumar-
i@ 2002 voru prjar toftapyrpingar i méanum
sudvestan vid baeinn Saltvik. Par eru signar
og fornlegar toftir, margar hverjar med
skalalagi og gaetu pvi hugsanlega verid fra
fyrstu tid byggdar a svaedinu. Skalanna er
hvergi getid i ritheimildum en peir fundust
vid gongu skrasetjara um svaedid. Fyrirhugud
er frekari rannsékn a skalunum sumarid
2003.

i arslok 2002 hafdi Fornleifastofnun adal-
skrad alls um 13.500 fornleifar & vettvangi.

Deiliskraning 2002

Fornleifastofnun islands deiliskradi fjolda
afmarkadra svaeda arid 2002. | flestum til-
fellum voru petta litlir reitir par sem forn-
leifaskraningar var krafist til ad fa deili-
skipulag svaedid sampykkt. Um
deiliskraningu sau Adolf Fridriksson, Birna
Larusdottir, Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir og Orri
Vésteinsson.

fyrir

Many of the ruins have the shape of a long-
house and the conclusion of field examina-
tion was that they could well be buildings
from the Norse settlement of the area.
Further investigation of the ruins is planned
2003.

By the end of 2000 The Institute of
Archaeology had surveyed about 13.500 sites
in the field.

Intensive survey 2002
The Institute of Archaeology made intensive

. W
# -

Leifar baejarhdls d Melum sem ad
storum hluta er horfinn i sjo.
Ruins of a farm mound that has largely




Eftirfarandi verkefni voru unnin vegna:
Skipulags ibudahusabyggdar:
- Hveragerdi ad beidni baejarins.
-A Stokkseyri ad beidni Arborgar.
-A Selfossi ad beidni Arborgar.
-A Alftanesi ad beidni Loftorku fyrir hond
Bessastadahrepps.

Skipulags sumarbUstadabyggdar:
-[ Hvassahrauni ad beidni Styrktarfélags
vangefinna.
- Hvammshlid i Skorradal
Stéttarfélagsins Eflingar.
-A Reykjum i Olafsfirdi aé beidni Olafs-
fjardarbaejar.
- Bjarkalundi i Berufirdi ad beidni land-
eiganda

ad beidni

Annarra skipulagsbreytinga:
-i Ondverdarnesi i Grimsneshreppi vegna
staekkunar Grimsnesveitu ad beidni
Grimsness- og Grafningshrepps.
-A Fjosum i Budardal vegna aeetladrar

surveys of many smaller areas in the year
2002. In most of the cases the reason the
work was done, was as part of a planning
consent for changing land use in a particular
area. Staff working on intensive survey in
2002 were: Adolf Fridriksson, Birna
Larusdottir, Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir and Orri
Vésteinsson.

Intensive survey was done because of

New building estates:
-In Hveragerdi, SW
Hveragerdisbaer
-In Stokkseyri, SW Iceland for Arborg
-In Selfoss, SW Iceland for Arborg
-In Alftanes, SW Iceland for Loftorka on
behalf of Bessastadahreppur

Iceland for

Summer houses:
-In Hvassahraun SW
Styrktarfélag vangefinna
-In . Hvammshlid SW
Stéttarfélagid Efling

Iceland for

Iceland for

hesthlsabyggdar ad beidni Dalabyggdar.
- Hlsafelli i Borgarfirdi vegna lengingar
flugbrautar ad beidni landeiganda.

Umhverfismat 2002

Fornleifastofnun gerdi fornleifakonnun
vegna mats a umhverfisahrifum a premur
stodum. Matid unnu Birna Larusdottir, Elin
Osk Hreidarsdottir, Oddgeir Hansson og Uggi
/Evarsson, undir stjorn Adolfs Fridrikssonar
og Orra Vésteinssonar. Umhverfismat var
gert vegna:

-Arnarnesvegar i Képavogi ad beidni VSO
radgjafar fyrir hond Vegagerdarinnar.
-Vegabota a Myvatnsheidi ad beidni
Vegagerdarinnar a Akureyri.

-Nys vegarstaedis um Melrakkasléttu ad
beidni Vegagerdarinnar a Akureyri.

Birna Ldrusddttir teiknar upp ruastir Buda vid Laxdrodsa.
Birna Ldrusdottir plans the ruins of Budir.

-In Reykir in Olafsfjordur N Iceland for
Olafsfjardarbaer
-In Bjarkalundur W Iceland for landowner

Other changes in land use
-In Ondverdarnes in Grimsneshreppur SW
Iceland for Grimsnes- and Grafningshrepp
-In Fjés in Budadal W Iceland for
Dalabyggd
-Husafell in Borgarfjordur SW Iceland for
landowners




Einnig voru adalskradir taeplega 90 stadir i
Laxar- og Adaldal i tengslum vid verkefnid
Landndm og menningarlandslag sem hlaut

R

ondvegisstyrk Rannis 2002-2004 og voru m.a.
vandlega maldar upp toftir og gardlog a
bylinu Hofdagerdi i landi NGpa i Adaldal.

Ferdast milli minjastada d Melrakkasléttu.
Travelling between areas at Melrakkaslétta in the north.

Environmental Assessment 2002

As well as the projects above the Institute of
Archaeology worked on three environmental
assessment projects. They were carried out
by Birna Larusdottir, Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir,
Oddgeir Hansson and Uggi ZAvarsson, direct-
ed by Adolf Fridriksson and Orri Vésteinsson.
These environmental assessments were all
done because of planned road constructions:

-Arnarnes-road in Koépavogur SW Iceland,
for VSO radgjof

-Road constructions on the road in
Myvatnsheidi NE Iceland for Vegagerdin a
Akureyri

-New road in Melrakkaslétta NE Iceland
for Vegagerdin a Akureyri

90 sites were surveyed in connection with
the project Landscapes of Settlement in
Laxardalur and Adaldalur which got a major
research grant from the National Science

Council (Rannis) 2002-2004. In connection to
that, farm ruins in Hofdagerdi in Adaldalur
were mapped using a GPS station.

borshamar i ndgrenni Grindavikur.
bérshamar near Grindavik.



Rannsoknarverkefni

FORNLEIFAUPPGROFTUR A GASUM

Verkefnisstjori: Howell M. Roberts.

Starfsmenn vid uppgroft: Mary Alexander, Gudlaugur
Arnason, Alistair Becket, Bruno Bersson, Craig
Cessford, Marta Dulinicz, Louise Felding, Oddgeir
Hansson og Jon Oskar Jénsson.

Fornleifastofnun  fslands hélt afram
rannséknum a Gasum i Eyjafirdi fra byrjun
juli og fram i midjan agust 2002. Verkid var
unnid fyrir Minjasafnid a Akureyri og styrkt
af Kristnihatidarsjodi og rikissjodi.

Alls unnu tiu manns ad uppgreftinum,
fornleifafreedingar og nemar fra islandi,
Bretlandi, Danmorku, Frakklandi og Péllandi.
Par ad auki gerdu Flemming Rieck og Jgrgen
Dencker fra pjédminjasafninu
(Nationalmuseets Marinarkasologiske Under-

Danska

sggelser) athugun & hugsanlegum nedan-
sjavarfornleifum.

Uppgrofturinn sumarid 2002 var unninn i
beinu framhaldi af rannsoknum sem hofust
2001, og beindust ad pvi ad grafa upp ad

Research Work

EXCAVATION AT GASIR

Director: Howell M. Roberts.

Field Team: Mary Alexander, Gudlaugur Arnason,
Alistair Becket, Bruno Bersson, Craig Cessford,
Marta Dulinicz, Louise Felding, Oddgeir Hansson and
Jon Oskar Jonsson.

Fornleifastofnun islands continued research
excavations at Gasir, Eyjafjordur between
1/7/02 and 10/8/02. This work was under-
taken on behalf of Minjasafnid a Akureyri,
and funded by generous grants from the
Kristnihatidarsjodur and the Rikisjodur.

A team of ten included professional staff
and students from Iceland, the UK,
Denmark, France and Poland. Additionally,
an evaluation of possible maritime remains
was conducted by Flemming Rieck and
Jorgen Dencker of the Danish National
Museum's Institute of Maritime Archaeology
(Nationalmuseets Marinarkaeologiske
Undersggelser).

Excavation work in 2002 was a direct con-

nyju svaedi sem Daniel Bruun og Finnur
Jonson hoféu rannsakad 1907. Fjogur af
peim herbergjum sem Daniel Bruun grof,
voru grafin upp i heild sinni, og einnig
svaedid umhverfis pau. Rannsoknirnar leiddu
ymislegt nytt i ljos, m.a. ponokkud af
gripum og leifar bygginga sem ekki hafdi
verid vitad um. Athugun a pvi hvort vanta
maetti minja nedan-
sjavar gaf ekki
godar vonir.
Aformad er ad
rannsoknin a Gas-
um haldi afram ad
minnsta kosti naestu
fjogur arin, en nu
pegar hafa verid
gerdar ahugaverd-
ar uppgotvanir. Svo
virdist sem olikum
byggingaradferdum

Uppgroftur @ Gdsum 2002.
Digging at Gdsir in 2002.

tinuation of work commenced in 2001, and
focused on the complete re-excavation of
certain areas investigated by Daniel Bruun
and Finnur Jonsson in 1907. Four of Bruun's
"rooms” were fully exposed, and excavation
continued within and around these struc-
tures, bringing to light many new details,
numerous artefacts, and the remains of sev-
eral structures not previously recognised.
Evaluation of possible maritime remains has,
however, shown little potential.

This work is only the beginning of a proj-
ect scheduled to continue for at least the
next four years, but some interesting discov-
eries have already been made.

Building techniques at Gasir appear to be
hybrid in nature - the majority of structures
appear to be large or very large sunken fea-
tured buildings, but some turf walls and
reinforcements are also apparent. Many of
the clearly visible earthworks at the site are




hafi verid blandad saman a Gasum. Flest
mannvirkin eru stor jardhysi, en sumsstadar
eru lika veggir og hledslur ur torfi. Mikid af
beim mannvirkjum sem eru synileg a yfir-
bordinu eru liklega nidurgrafin fremur en
hladin.

Gryfja fannst sjavarmegin a upp-
graftarsvaedinu. | henni var brennisteinn og
sandur og ma atla ad brennisteinninn hafi
bar verid verkadur fyrir Gtflutning. Syni ar
gryfjunni eru nd i rannsokn i Haskélanum i
Stirling.

Medal funda sumarid 2002 eru brenni-
steinn og 6unnid floguberg, til vitnis um inn-
og Gtflutning & Gasum. Einnig fundust leir-
kerabrot fra byskalandi og Englandi, bokunar-
hellur, bryni, hvalbein og ymsir jarnhlutir.

Fornvistfraedileg syni voru tekin ar
nokkrum lifr&enum og vatnsdsa logum sem
hafa verid aldursgreind til 14.-15. aldar.

Pessi syni bida nG rannsoknar.

probably dug down, rather than built up. The avail-

Several possible industrial features were able evidence
discovered at the seaward edge of the site - suggests that
one of these appeared to contain these remains
sulphur/sand residues. A team from the date from the
University of Stirling is analysing these 14th century,
deposits. possibly con-

Finds from this seasons excavation are tinuing into

o ] . Frd fornleifauppgrefti ¢ Gdsum.
indicative of both import and export. the 15th. Excavation at Gdsir in 2002.

Numerous pieces of raw mineral sulphur
were recovered, along with large unworked
pieces of schist thought to be the raw mate-
rial for the manufacture or whetstones
and/or quernstones. The finds assemblage
also included fragments of Germanic
stoneware, and (possibly) English green-
glazed pottery, along with fragments of bak-
ing plates, whetstones, whalebone, and
numerous iron objects.

Environmental samples were taken from
numerous organic-rich and some possibly
water-logged deposits. These have excel-
lent potential, but await further analysis.




PINGHALD TIL FORNA

Verkefnisstjorar: Adolf Fridriksson og Sigurdur
Lindal.

Uppgraftarstjori: Howell M. Roberts.

Starfsmenn vid uppgroft: Adolf Fridriksson, Gardar
Gudmundsson, Howell Magnus Roberts, Groa
Mdsdéttir, Dr. lan Simpson, Eirikur Jénsson, Oscar
Aldred, béra Pétursdottir, Gudmundur Ragnar
Bjornsson, Olbf borsteinsdottir, Tim Horsley,
Sigridur borgeirsdottir og  Bryndis Robertsdottir.
Samstarfsadilar: Pingvallanefnd, Békmenntafélagid,
bjodminjasafn o0g Raunvisindastofnun Hdskdla
fslands.

A arinu 2002 hofst nytt verkefni, Pinghald d
fstandi til forna. Verkefnid felst i
rannsdknum &  mannvistarleifum &
Pingvollum og vorpingstodunum fornu.
Arid 1996 hoéfust vidraedur
Fornleifastofnunar og Pingvallanefndar um
samstarf um pingstadarannsoknir. Naestu ar
vann stofnunin nokkrar minni athuganir
innan pjodgardsins a Pingvollum fyrir nefnd-

milli

ina vegna framkvaemda og skipulags og gerdi
jafnframt uttekt a fyrri rannsdéknum og
tillogur ad rannsoknaraaetlun fyrir stadinn.

Med tilkomu Kristnihatidarsjods var radist i
fornleifarannsokn a Ppingvollum og a
vorpingstodum.

Pingstadir eru sa minjahopur sem hvad
minnst hefur verid rannsakadur & islandi. A
19. old leitudu fornfraedingar ad leifum ping-
halds a soguold og gerdu uppdraetti af peim
stodum par sem einhverjar minjar var ad
finna. Gildi pessara athugana er einkum
folgid i pvi ad uppdreettirnir sem pa voru
teiknadir syna stadina eins og beir voru
fyrir rimum 100 arum. A pessum tima hafa
minjarnar ordid fyrir verulegu hnjaski af
voldum nattarunnar og fyrir mannanna verk
og hafa reyndar sumir minjastadanna horfid
med ollu.

Rannsoknarverkefnid sem nu stendur yfir
er kerfisbundin athugun a steaerd og innra
skipulagi pingstada, stadsetningu peirra, og
gerd og aldri mannvirkja.

Sumarid 2002 hoéfst fyrsti afangi rannsdkna
a pingvollum. Hafin var uppmaeling a hluta
stadarins, og grafnir prufuskurdir & nokkrum

THE ASSEMBLY SITE PROJECT

Project Managers: Adolf Fridriksson and Sigurdur
Lindal.

Field Director: Howell M. Roberts.

Field Team: Adolf Fridriksson, Gardar Gudmundsson,
Howell Magnus Roberts, Groa Mdsdottir, Dr. lan
Simpson, Eirikur Jénsson, Oscar Aldred, béra
Pétursdottir, Gudmundur Ragnar Bjérnsson, Olof
borsteinsdéttir, Tim Horsley, Sigridur Porgeirsdottir
and Bryndis Robertsdottir.

Collaborators: Fornleifastofnun, Pingvallanefnd,
Bokmenntafélagid, bpjodminjasafn and Raunvisinda-
stofnun Hdskéla [slands.

In 2002, a new project The Assembly Site

Project, was started. The project's focus of
research is on the remains of the assembly site
at Pingvellir and at selected spring assembly
sites around the country. In 1996, the Institute
and the Commission of Pingvellir, started to
discuss possible cooperation on assembly
research. In subsequent years, the Institute
conducted small-scale investigations in the
Park at Thingvellir for the
Commission, due to construction work and

National

redevelopment, and made an assessment on
earlier investigations and proposed a research




stodum: vid Njalsbid, a Midmundatuni, vid
Biskupshdla og & bakka Oxarar vid heimreid-

ina ad bingvallabae. i ljos komu &dur opekkt
mannvirki, hugsanlega pingbudir, a ollum
pessum stodum. Er ljost ad & pingstadnum
eru langtum fleiri forn mannvirki en pau sem
motar fyrir a yfirbordi.

Einna athyglis-

Adolf Fridriksson skodar fornleifar i Oxard.
Adolf Fridriksson investigates remains in the Oxard river.

plan. With the establishement of the Millenium
Fund, it was decided to start the full research
programme at Pingvellir and at the district
assemblies.

Parliamentary assembly sites have been lit-
tle investigated in Iceland. In the 19th century,
archaeologists searched for assembly remains
from the historical period and made plans of
the sites where these were to be found. The
most important result of these observations
were these plans, which show the sites as they
looked little more than 100 years ago. In the
time since, the ruins have suffered greatly
through natural or human agency and some of
the sites have even disappeared.

The current research project is a systematic
assessment of the size and form of the assem-
bly sites, their location, structure and dating.
In the summer of 2002, the first stage of the
research took place at Pingvellir. It started
with a pilot survey of a part of the area and
test trenches in the following places: at the
"Njalsbid”, on the Midmundatin, at
"Biskupsholar" and on the riverbank of Oxara

verdastar eru leifarnar a Biskupsholum fram-
an vid pingvallakirkju. Par er afar stor toft,
sem virdist vera fra upphafi pinghalds a
stadnum.

Arangur sumarsins var gédur poétt einungis
vaeri um forkonnun ad raeda. [ naesta afanga
verdur haldid afram ad grafa prufuskurdi til
ad kanna budafjolda og staerd
pingstadarins, og haldid verdur afram
rannsokn a Biskupsholum.

Auk rannsokna a Pingvollum voru
meintar pingminjar athugadar vid Misara
i Porskafirdi, a pingeyri og Hvalseyri vid
Dyrafjord og vid Arnes. Gerdir voru itar-
legir uppdraettir af stodunum, en i ljos
kom ad minjar i Porskafirdi og a Hvalseyri
eru illa farnar. | neaesta afanga verdur
uppmaelingu vorpingstada haldid afram.

river, close to the Thingvellir farm.

One important discovery was the identifica-
tion of previously unknown remains, which are
possibly 'assembly booths'. It is therefore clear
that there are many more remains than are vis-
ible on the surface. Most interesting were the
ruins at Biskupsholar, in front of the Thingvellir
church. Here is a very large ruin that seems to
date from the foundation of the assembly.

The summer's results were very good, even
though this was only an assessment. The next
step will be to lay more test trenches to inves-
tigate the number of the booths and the size of
the assembly area. The investigation at
Biskupsholar will continue.

As well as the investigation at Pingvellir,
alleged assembly remains were investigated in
the Westfjords, at Mdsara in Porskafjoréur, at
pingeyri and Hvalseyri in Dyrarfjoréur and at
Arnes. Detailed plans were made of these
sites, but the remains in Porskafjordur and
Hvalseyri were in a very poor condition. In the
next stage, a topographic survey of district
assemblies will continue.



FORNLEIFAUPPGROFTUR i SKALHOLTI

Verkefnisstjorar: Gavin Lucas, Mjoll Snceesddttir og
Orri Vésteinsson.

Uppgraftarstjori: Gavin Lucas.

Starfsmenn vid uppgroft: Andrew Hall, Candy
Hatherly, Birna Ldrusdéttir, Elin Hreidarsdottir,
Mjoll Snaesdottir, Oddgeir Hansson, Oscar Aldred,
Orri  Vésteinsson, Richard Turnbull, Sigridur
borgeirsdéttir og Uggi /Avarsson.

Nyjar fornleifarannsoknir i Skalholti munu
standa yfir i fimm ar. Stefnt er ad pvi ad
rannsaka ad fullu leifar baejarins eins og
hann var a 18. old, adur en biskupsstollinn
var fluttur padan. A peim tima var Skalholt
enn hofudstadur og midstod menningar.
Verkefnid er styrkt af Kristnihatidarsjodi og
unnid i samstarfi vid Skalholtsstad og
Pjodminjasafnid.

Rannsoknin felst fyrst og fremst i forn-
leifauppgrefti. Einnig eru gerdar rannsoknir
a sogu landnytingar i samstarfi vid lan
Simpson i Haskélanum i Stirling i Skotlandi.
Logd hefur verid ahersla a kynningu og
freedslu i tengslum vid rannsoknirnar og

hefur Barbara Gudnadottir stjornad peim
paetti verkefnisins.

Arid 2002 var byrjad ad grafa & pvi svaedi
sem skoli og svefnskali skolapilta stod. | ljos
komu otralega vel vardveittar minjar her-
bergja og ganga fra 18. 6ld. Einn merkasti
fundur sumarsins var rennustokkur undir
golfi i skolanum. Hann er einnig fra 18. old

Nemendur i vettvangsferd fylgjast med Elinu Hreidarsdottur ad stérfum.
Students on a visit in Skdlholt, watch Elin Hreidarsdottir at work.

EXCAVATION

Project Managers: Gavin Lucas, Mjoll Snaesdéttir and
Orri Vésteinsson.

Field Director: Gavin Lucas.

Field Team: Andrew Hall, Candy Hatherly, Birna
Ldrusdottir, Elin Hreidarsdéttir, Mjoll Snaesdottir,
Oddgeir Hansson, Oscar Aldred, Orri Vésteinsson,
Richard Turnbull, Sigridur Pborgeirsdéttir, Uggi
Avarsson.

The new archaeological investigations at
Skalholt form a part of a five year project
aimed at a full investigation of the 18th cen-
tury farm as it was prior to its abandonment
and at the height of its cultural influence in
Iceland. The project is made possible
through the support and collaboration of a
number of institutions and people including
the Millennium Fund (Kristnihatidarsjodur),
The see of Skalholt and the National Museum
of Iceland. As well as archaeological excava-
tion, the project includes an historical land
use study in collaboration with lan Simpson
of the University of Stirling, Scotland. As
part of our commitment to developing pub-

AT SKALHOLT

lic awareness of archaeology, an extensive
public outreach programme has been initiat-
ed and is managed by Barbara Gudnadottir.
Excavation this year began in the area of
the school and dormitory and uncovered an
amazingly well preserved complex of rooms
and corridors dating to the 18th century. Of
particular note was the discovery of an
under-floor heating system dating to the
same period, the first of it kind known in
Iceland. Associated with the rooms was a
rich assemblage of finds including imported
Chinese porcelain, Dutch tobacco pipes,
North European ceramics and glassware and
numerous other fine artifacts.
Archaeological work has only just com-
menced at Skalholt but the first results are
extremely promising. The potential of the
current excavations for understanding the
later history of Skalholt, its condition just
prior to its abandonment as an Episcopal
see, and the process of this abandonment
and transformation to an ordinary farm is




og fjolmargir adrir munir.
Fornleifarannséknir i Skalholti eru ny-
hafnar, en fyrstu nidurstodur lofa godu.
Rannsokn sG er nG er hafin mun auka til
muna skilning okkar a sogu biskupssetursins,
einkum sidustu aldirnar, adstadum um pad
leyti sem biskupssetur leggst af i Skalholti,
hvernig pau umskipti urdu i reynd og hvernig
biskupssetrid vard ad venjulegu sveitabyli.
Rannsoknin mun gefa nyja syn a islenska
efnismenningu a sidari 6ldum, ekki hvad sist
lifshaetti efri stétta a timum pegar gagnger-
ar breytingar verda i menningarlifi lands-
manna. A nastu arum verdur grafid dypra i

Rannséknarsvaedio sudur af Skdlholtskirkju. fortidina og ma eiga von nyrra uppgoétvana
The site south of the Skdlholt church. um eldri sogu Skalholts, stadarins sem var
helsta midstod i pjodlifi og menningu islands

um aldir.

og er liklegt ad hann hafi verid hluti af ein-
hverskonar midstodvarhitun. Ekki er vitad til
ad slikt hafi adur fundist & islandi. | peim
vistarverum sem upp voru grafnar kom mikid
af munum i ljés, m.a. kinverskt postulin,
tobakspipur fra Hollandi, brot Ur leirilatum
fra Nordur-Evropu, brot Ur ymsum glerilatum

tremendous. More generally, the project can
provide new and critical insights into the
role of material culture in post-medieval
Iceland, particularly of elite culture at a
time of major transition in the cultural life
of the country. Finally, as future seasons of
work dig deeper into the past, new discover-
ies about the earlier history of this site will
be sure to come to light and yet further
information will be added to this place of
national, cultural importance.

Gongin grafin fram.
Excavation of the passage.




FORNLEIFAUPPGROFTUR A HOFSTODUM

Verkefnisstjorar: Adolf Fridriksson, Orri Vésteinsson
og Gavin Lucas

Uppgraftarstjori: Gavin Lucas

Starfsfolk vid uppgroft: Oscar Aldred, Ragnar
Edvardsson, Adolf Fridriksson, Gardar Guémundson,
Gavin Lucas, Karen Milek, Mjoll Snaesdéttir, Orri
Vésteinsson, Tom McGovern, Sophia Perdikaris,
Christian Keller, Colleen Batey, Przemyzlaw
Urbanczyk, Andy Dugmore, Anthony Newton, lan
Simpson, Amanda Thomson og Timothy Horsley.

A Hofstodum i Myvatnssveit eru einhverjar
vidamestu minjar fra vikingaold sem pekktar
eru & islandi. Fyrst var grafid par arid 1908,
skali sem var talinn vera hof. Arid 1991 hof
Fornleifastofnun islands rannsoknir &
stadnum og var markmidid ad nyta nyjustu
rannsoknaradferdir til ad auka skilning a edli
minjanna. Par med talid eru fornvistfradi-
legar rannsoknir a jardvegi og grédri i
samvinnu vid haskdlana i Stirling og
Edinborg. Sumarid 2002 var niunda sumarid
sem grafid var & Hofstodum, og var uppgrefti
a skalanum og vidbyggingum hans lokid.

Verkefnid er styrkt af Rannis, NSF verkefninu
Landscapes of Settlement, NOS-H verkefninu
Vestnordisk byggeskik i vikingtid og middel-
alder og National Geographic Society. Eins
og &dur hafa Hofstadabaendur, Asmundur og
Gudmundur Jonssynir stutt verkefnid a margan

hatt. Uppgrofturinn var lidur i starfsemi

Uppgroftur skdla fra vikingadld.
Excavation of the longhouse at Hofstadir.

EXCAVATION AT HOFSTADIR

Project Managers: Adolf Fridriksson, Orri

Vésteinsson and Gavin Lucas.

Field Director: Gavin Lucas.

Field Team: Oscar Aldred, Ragnar Edvardsson, Adolf
Fridriksson, Gardar Guémundson, Gavin Lucas, Karen
Milek, Mjoll Snaesdottir, Orri Vésteinsson, Tom
McGovern, Sophia Perdikaris, Christian Keller,
Colleen Batey, Przemyzlaw Urbanczyk, Andy
Dugmore, Anthony Newton, lan Simpson, Amanda
Thomson and Timothy Horsley.

Hofstadir in Myvatnssveit is one of the
largest Viking settlements known in the
country; originally excavated in 1908 and
considered to be the type site of a pagan
temple, this project was established in 1991
to re-investigate the nature of the site using
the most up to date archaeological methods
available. This includes detailed environ-
mental research on soils, vegetation and the
ecology which this project is able to do
through collaboration with Universities in
Edinburgh and Stirling. This year was the
eighth consecutive season of excavations

and saw work on the Viking skali and its
associated structures concluded. The proj-
ect was funded by grants from the Icelandic
Research Council (Rannis), the NSF project
Landscapes of Settlement, the NOS-H proj-
ect Vestnordisk byggeskik i vikingtid og mid-
delalder and the National Geographic
Society. As always, the landowners of
Hofstadir, Asmundur Jénsson and Gudmundur
Jonsson, were generous in their support of
the project, allowing access to facilities in
the farm house and giving assistance in a
variety of ways. The excavations were run in
conjunction with the Field School and with
the invaluable support of NABO.

Excavation this year focused on studying
the features associated with the construc-
tion of the skali since last year saw the
removal of most of the floor layers. In addi-
tion, work on the outside of the building
looked at the episodes of accumulation dur-
ing the use and abandonment of the skali.
Finally a structure on the northern end was




fornleifaskolans og naut adstodar NABO.
Skalagolfid hafdi ad mestu verid grafid
upp 2001 og pvi var ahersla l6gd & ad skoda
uppbyggingu skalans. Einnig var grafid utan
vid hann til ad athuga upphledslu jardvegs a
medan skalinn var i notkun og eftir ad hann
var yfirgefinn. Lokid var rannsokn a vid-
byggingu vid nordurenda skalans. HUn hafdi

Séd yfir skdlann vid lok uppgraftar d Hofstodum 2002.
Overview of the site at the end of the excavation in 2002.

verid toluvert skoddud af hdsi med staedi-
legum steinhledslum sem hafdi verid byggt
ofan & hana & midoldum. Allur skalinn og
afmarkad svaedi i kringum hann hefur nu
verid rannsakad og i ljos hafa komid sjo
mannvirki utan veggja skalans. Po6 er alls
ekki vist ad allar byggingar fra vikingadld a
pessum stad séu fundnar. Onnur mannvirki
gaetu verid utan vid rannsoknarsvadio,
einkum sudvestan vid pad. Par benda
jardsjarmaelingar til ad enn eitt jardhus gaeti
verid. Einnig gaetu adrar byggingar leynst
lengra fra rannsoéknarsvaedinu, t.d. undir
baejarholnum. Hinsvegar hafa 6ll mannvirki
innan rannsoknarsvaedisins verid konnud ad
fullu. Haldid var afram ad grafa upp rdst
kirkju eda banhuss fra midoldum en ekki var
grafid i kirkjugardinum ad pessu sinni.

also fully investigated, but a later medieval
stone building on top of it had damaged
most of the interior of this structure. The
whole skali and a variously extended, con-
tinuous perimeter around it have now been
completely excavated, revealing seven asso-
ciated structures in total. It is by no means
certain that all Viking period archaeology
has been found on the site however - other
structures may lie just beyond our limits of
excavation, particularly on the southeastern
side where a geophysical anomaly may have
located another sunken floored
structure/pithouse. Moreoever remains fur-
ther afield may also still be present, not
least under the later farm mound.
Nevertheless, within the limits of the pro-
jected excavation strategy and exposed
area, the known archaeology has all been
successfully completed. Work on the
medieval chapel and cemetery continued at
a much reduced level this year, focussing on
completing the chapel structure with no
burials excavated this season.

Ragnar Edvardsson i skalanum d Hofstodum.
Ragnar Edvardsson digging in the longhouse at Hofstadir.




FORNLEIFAUPPGROFTUR A SVEIGAKOTI

Verkefnisstjori: Orri Vésteinsson.
Uppgraftarstjorar: Karen Milek,
Urbanczyk.

Starfsmenn uppgraftar: Gudrun Alda Gisladottir,
Jeppe Brun Skovby, Karen Milek, Magda Natumeina,
Mette Svinding, Przemyslaw Urbanczyk og Robert
Zukowski.

Samstarfsadilar: Hunter College (CUNY), NABO,
Polish Academy of Sciences (Institute of Archaeology
and Ethnography), Hdskdlinn i Edinborg og Hdskolinn
i Stirling.

Przemyslaw

A Sveigakoti i Myvatnssveit er baejarstaedi
fra vikingaold. Pad er i sudurjadri byggdar-
innar, 286 m yfir sjavarmali. Sveigakot var
smabyli, andstaett storbylinu Hofst6dum sem
er um 12 km nordvestan vid pad.
staedid fannst vid fornleifaskraningu sumarid
1998, par sem oskuhaugur og mannvirkja-
leifar saust a yfirbordi. Uppgroftur hofst

Baejar-

sumarid 1999, og kom pa i ljés dskuhaugur a
milli gjoskulags sem nefnt hefur verid land-
namslagié (AD 871+2) og gjoskulags ur
Veidivétnum (um AD 950). | &skuhaugnum

var mikid af vel vardveittum dyrabeinum og
einnig talsvert af gripum. Pessi oskuhaugur
er pvi elstu mannvistarleifar sem vitad er um
i Myvatnssveit. Forkonnunin leiddi til um-
fangsmeiri rannsokna a Sveigakoti sem
byrjudu arid 2000, og er axtlad ad peim
ljaki 2003. Uppgrefti a oskuhaugnum lauk
sumarid 2001. A medal gripa sem fundust i
haugnum og annarsstadar a baejarstaedinu

Uppgroftur a Sveigakoti 2002.
Excavation at Sveigakot in 2002.

EXCAVATION AT SVEIGAKOT

Project Manager: Orri Vésteinsson.

Field Directors: Karen Milek, Przemyslaw Urbanczyk.
Field Team: Gudrin Alda Gisladéttir, Jeppe Brun
Skovby, Karen Milek, Magda Natumeina, Mette
Svinding, Przemyslaw Urbanczyk and Robert
Zukowski.

Collaborators: Hunter College (CUNY), NABO, Polish
Academy of Sciences (Institute of Archaeology and
Ethnography), Univ. of Edinburgh and Univ. of
Stirling.

Sveigakot in Myvatnssveit is a Viking to high
medieval settlement, situated in a desert on
the southern margins of Myvatnssveit at 286
metres above sea level. It represents a
small, high-altitude marginal settlement, a
great contrast to the high status site of
Hofstadir only 12 km to the northwest.
Following a field survey in 1998, when an
eroding midden and a structure were identi-
fied, excavation began in 1999, revealing a
midden deposit rich in objects and well pre-
served animal bone sandwiched between
tephra layers now identified as the landnam

tephra of 871+2 AD and a Veidivotn tephra of
c. 950 AD. This midden is therefore the ear-
liest trace of human habitation so far known
in Myvatnssveit. The identification of the c.
950 AD tephra came as a surprise and has
profoundly changed the understanding of
the sequence of events in settlement period
Myvatnssveit. The sucessful midden investi-
gations of 1999 led to a large scale excava-
tion at Sveigakot which began in 2000 and is
due to be completed in 2003. Excavation of
the midden was completed in 2001 and this
as well as the deposits associated with the
structures have turned up a relatively large
number of well preserved artifacts. Among
these is a high number of bone pins, some of
which were broken during manufacture, sug-
gesting a cottage industry at this site in the
Viking age. The animal bone assemblage
suggests that Sveigakot started off as a
healthy farm on a par with Hofstadir - with a
high proportion of cattle and pigs versus
sheep, and a large catchment area stretch-




eru allmargar beinnalar, sem sumar hafa
brotnad adur en lokid var vid ad bua paer til
og bendir pad til hemilisidnadar i Sveigakoti
a vikingaold. Rannsokn a dyrabeinum syna
ad i upphafi hafi buskapur i Sveigakoti verid
sambaerilegur vid Hofstadi. Til ad byrja med
var hatt hlutfall af nautgripum og svinum a
moti saudfé og bein Ur sjavarfiskum syna ad
Sveigakot hefur haft tengsl vid sjavarsiduna,
um 60 km i nordri. Hins vegar bendir allt til
pbess ad eftir aldarlanga busetu & jordinni,
eda um pad leyti sem Hofstadir voru ad
byggjast, hafi farid ad halla undir faeti, sem
leiddi til pess ad jordin lagdist i eydi seint a
12. 6ld. Su spurning vaknar hvort kenna megi
ofbeit og skdégarhdggi um eydingu byggdar-
innar eda hvort pjodfélagslegar eda politisk-
ar adstaedur hafi haft par ahrif.
Uppgrofturinn & Sveigakoti er hluti af
verkefninu Landnam og menningarlandslag
(LML) og Fornleifaskdlanum sem rekinn er
med adstod NABO. Fornvistfradirannsoknir
a vegum Haskolanna i Edinborg og Stirling
hafa svaedinu.

einnig verid unnar a

Rannsoknin er styrkt af Rannis, badi
sérstyrkur fyrir verkefnid, og sem hluti af
LML verkefninu, og einnig af peim stofnunum
sem taka patt i verkefninu.

Grafid var a tveimur svaedum sumarid
2002, i litlum skala a nordurenda
baejarstaedisins og i jardhlsi & sudurenda
pess. Elsta mannvirkid sem grafid hefur verid
upp er skalinn, sem var byggdur a seinni hluta
10. aldar. Hann er ovenjulitill, en annars
med hefédubundnu vikingaaldarlagi, eldstaedi
i midju og bogadregnum veggjum og
bekkjum medfram peim. Eftir ad pessi skali
var tekinn nidur seint a 11. 6ld eda snemma
a peirri 12. virdist stadurinn hafa verid i eydi
um skamma hrid en sidan var byggdur annar
og mjorri skali i toft hins eldri. Sa yngri er
med beinum veggjum og buri aftanvid og
hugsanlegu fjosi vid annan endann. Petta
yngra mannvirki var trilega notad i mjog
stuttan tima, par sem Sveigakot virdist hafa
lagst i eydi undir lok 12. aldar.

Lokid var vid uppgroft a litlu jardhdsi i
sudurenda bajarstadisins. Oskuhaugur fyllti

ing all the way to the seaboard 60 kms to the
north - but that after a century or so the for-
tune of the Sveigakot farmers began to
decline, at the same time as Hofstadir was
consolidating, leading to the eventual aban-
donment of the site before the end of the
12th century. The question this raises is to
what extent this decline was due to human
induced negative impact on the environment
and to what extent social and political fac-
tors contributed to the development.

The Sveigakot excavations form a part of
the Landscapes of Settlement project and
are run in conjunction with the Field School
and with the invaluable support of NABO.
The excavations have been augmented by
environmental research, carried out by the
Universities of Edinburgh and Stirling. The
project is funded by a separate grant from
the Icelandic Research Council (Rannis), but
also benefits form the Rannis/NSF funded
Landscapes of Settlement project as well as
the contributions of the participating insti-
tutions.

Excavation this year focused on two main
areas: a small long house on the northern
end of the site and sunken featured build-
ings on the southern end.

The long house is the earlier of two build-
ings at this site, built in the late 10th cen-
tury. It is an unusually small but neverthe-
less a classical Viking age long house, with a
central fire place and bow shaped walls with
raised benches along the walls either side of
a central aisle. After a period of abandon-
ment in the late 11th/early 12th century this
building was replaced by a much narrower
long house, with straight walls, with an
added storage room and a possible byre at
one end. This latter complex was probably
only in use for a short time and the site is
believed to have been abandoned before the
end of the 12th century.

On the southern edge of the site the exca-
vation of a small pit-house was completed.
This had been infilled with midden material
after its abandonment, and therefore does
not belong to the latest phase of activity on



hiusid eftir ad haett var ad nota pad, og pvi
tilheyrir pad greinilega ekki sidasta bygginga-
stigi stadarins. Notkun jardhUssins hefur
verid timasett til aranna i kringum 1000.
Eldstaedi var i jardhusinu og bekkir medfram
veggjum, sem pyddi ad mjog litid golfplass
var i pvi, og hefur pad liklegast verid vinnu-
stofa og hugsanlega hibyli fyrir einn eda tvo
menn. JardhUsid hafdi verid grafid ofan i
eldri, oreglulegan nidurgroft, sem virdist
hafa verid einhverskonar geymsla.

Konnunarholur sem grafnar hafa verid a
svaedinu benda til pess ad fleiri mannvirki
séu a milli peirra sem pegar hafa verid
grafin, og verda bau rannsokud sumarid
2003. Vonast er til ad par finnist elstu
mannvirkin a svadinu, fra pvi seint a 9.
6ld og snemma a peirri 10.

the site. A putative date for the pit-
house is late 10th/early 11th century.
This pit-house had a raised fire place and
benches along the sides, leaving very lit-
tle free floor space and is interpreted as
a workshop and possible living quarters
for 1 or 2 people. The pit-house partly
overlay an earlier sunken feature, irregular-
ly shaped, which seems to have served as
storage space.

Test pits have revealed structural remains
between the two main areas of investigation
and these remains will be investigated in
2003. It is hoped that these will include
structures from the earliest phase of occu-
pation of the site, from the late 9th/early
10th centuries.

Baejarstaedi frd landndmsold d Sveigakoti.
The Viking settlement at Sveigakot.
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Verkefnisstjorar:
Vésteinsson.
Stjornendur: Adolf Fridriksson, Andrew Dugmore,
Christian Keller, Gardar Guémundsson, lan Simpson,
Orri Vésteinsson og Thomas H. McGovern.

Starfslid: Alix Sperr, Amanda Thomson, Andrew
Casely, Anthony Newton, Birna Ldrusdéttir, Elin Osk
Hreidarsdéttir, lan Lawson, Jennifer Braun, Jon
Oskar Jonsson, Magnus A. Sigurgeirsson, Marianna
Betti, Matthew Brown, Paul Adderley, Ragnar
Edvardsson,  Sigridur  borgeirsdottir,  Sophia
Perdikaris og Yekaterina Krivogorskaya.
Samstarfsadilar: Hunter College (CUNY), NABO,
Rannsoknarstédun d Myvatni, Hdskolinn i Oslo,
Hdskdlinn i Edinborg og Hdskolinn i Stirling.

Adolf Fridriksson og Orri

Landnam og menningarlandslag er yfirskrift
verkefnis sem uppgreftirnir & Hofstodum og
Sveigakoti, sem lyst er sérstaklega, eru hluti
af. Verkefnid préadist upphaflega Ut fra
rannsoknunum a Hofstodum, en pad hefur
verid markmid peirra fra pvi 1996 ad kanna
framvindu landnams og rannsaka ahrif
manna a umhverfi sitt og umhverfis a

mannlif & peim tima pegar islenskt samfélag

var ad motast. Pad vard fljott ljost ad mikil
porf var a ad setja rannsoknina i samhengi
med bvi ad rannsaka héradid sem heild. Arid
1996 fornleifaskraning i
Myvatnssveit (henni lauk 1999 og voru pa a
skra 1250 minjastadir). Eftir pad var unnin

var hafin

svaediskraning i allri Sudur-bPingeyjarsyslu
(1996, 2000-2001) og somuleidis adal-
skraning & Tjornesi (1999). itarlegur gagna-
grunnur med yfir 8800 minjastodum liggur til
grundvallar skipulegri vinnu vid ad endur-
gera menningarlandslagid i héradinu a
vikingaold. Fyrsti afanginn i itarlegri
rannsokn annarra minjastada en Hofstada
var 1999 pegar uppgroftur hofst i Sveigakoti.
Sa uppgroftur skiladi miklum frodleik - og
var ekki sist augljos hagur i ad hafa gogn til
samanburdar vid nidurstédur fra Hofstodum.
i framhaldi par af voru gerdir konnunar-
skurdir i sorphauga i Selhaga og a
Hrisheimum i Myvatnssveit arid 2001. Sama
gerd athugun a pingstad i
Skuldapingsey og grafinn par konnunar-

ar var

LANDSCAPES OF SETTLEMENT

Project Managers:
Vésteinsson.
Directors: Adolf Fridriksson, Andrew Dugmore,
Christian Keller, Gardar Guémundsson, lan Simpson,
Orri Vésteinsson, Thomas H. McGovern.

Field Team: Alix Sperr, Amanda Thomson, Andrew
Casely, Anthony Newton, Birna Ldrusdottir, Elin Osk
Hreidarsdéttir, lan Lawson, Jennifer Braun, Jon
Oskar Jonsson, Magniis A. Sigurgeirsson, Marianna
Betti, Matthew Brown, Paul Adderley, Ragnar

Adolf Fridriksson og Orri

Edvardsson,  Sigridur  borgeirsdottir,  Sophia
Perdikaris and Yekaterina Krivogorskaya.
Collaborators: Hunter College (CUNY), NABO,

Myvatn Research Station, Oslo Universitet, Univ. of
Edinburgh and Univ. of Stirling.

"Landscapes of Settlement” is the name of
the overall project which includes the exca-
vations at Hofstadir and Sveigakot, reported
separately. The project was originally an
extension of the Hofstadir excavations,
which from 1996, have had as their aim to
investigate the settlement process and the
interaction between people and their envi-
ronment during the formative period of

Icelandic society. The need for a regional
approach soon became apparent and in 1996
a survey of archaeological
Myvatnssveit was started (completed in 1999

sites in

with 1250 sites on file), followed by source
surveys for the whole of Sudur-
pingeyjarsysla (1996, 2000-2001) and field
survey in the coastal area of Tjornes (1999).
The extensive database with more than 8800
sites has become the basis for a systematic
reconstruction of the cultural landscape of
the region in the Viking age. The first step
taken towards more in-depth analysis of
other sites than Hofstadir was taken in 1999
when large scale excavations were opened
at Sveigakot, and the success of these - not
least the eye-opening effect of having com-
parative data - led to further trenching of
midden deposits at Selhagi and Hrisheimar,
both in Myvatnssveit, in 2001. That year an
assembly site was identified and trenched in
Skuldapingsey and the initial analysis of an
extensive system of earthworks in the region



skurdur og lokid vid fyrstu Uttekt a vida-
miklu kerfi hladinna garda & svaedinu. Arid
2002 var gerd athugun a bajarrdstum
Hrisheima, sex adrir minjastadir voru kort-
lagdir og grafnir par konnunarskurdir og
minjar skradar i Laxardal nordan Hofstada og
i Reykjahverfi.

Bandariski visindasjodurinn (NSF, National
Science Foundation, Rannsoknarrad islands
(Rannis) og National Geographic Society
hafa styrkt verkefnid "Landnam og menn-
ingarlandslag”. Einnig nytur verkefnid gods
af framlégum peirra stofnana sem taka patt
i pvi og dmetanlegum studningi samtakanna
NABO. Verk unnin fyrir Hisavikurkaupstad og
Vegagerdina hafa lika komid ad notum i
verkefninu.

Baejarstaedi a smabylinu Steinboga var
kannad med vidamiklum konnunarskuréum
2002. Par reyndist vera litill bajarhdll og
sorphaugur fra pvi fyrir 1300. Vegna vega-
gerdar voru tvo utihGs & baenum, fjarhis og
heygardur, grafin upp. Baedi hdsin voru einn-
ig fra pvi fyrir 1300. Greinileg merki voru um

was completed. In 2002 this was followed
up by further assesment work at Hrisheimar,
the mapping and trenching of six other sites,
field survey in Laxardalur north of Hofstadir
and in Reykjahverfi by the coast.

The Landscapes of Settlement project is
funded by NSF, the Icelandic Research
Council (Rannis) and the National
Geographic Society, and benefits form the
contributions of the participating institu-
tions and the invaluable support of NABO.
Contract work for the Local council in
Husavik and the Public Roads Administration
has also contributed to the aims of the proj-
ect.

In 2002 the small farm site of Steinbogi
was heavily trenched, revealing a small farm
mound with adjacent midden dating to
before 1300. Beacuse of impending road
work two ancillary structures, a sheep house
and a hay enclosure were excavated, also
dating to before 1300. Human occupation at
this site was clearly well established in
1158.

mannvist a stadnum fra 1158.

i Brennu vid Sandvatn, sem verid hefur
ollu staerra byli, syndu konnunarskurdir i
tungordum ad baerinn var i byggd fyrir og a
12. old, en yfirgefinn fyrir 1300.

A 0ddastodum, sem eru sunnar og lengra
inni i landi en Sveigakot, en betur varéd-
veittar rastir, syndu konnunarskurdir ad
baerinn hefur verid i notkun & svipudum
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At the larger farm site of Brenna, trench-
ing through field boundaries showed that the
site was occupied before and during the 12th
century, but abandoned before 1300.

At Oddastadir, inland from Sveigakot but
better preserved, trenching showed a simi-
lar date range, i.e. Viking age to high
medieval occupation, but also a short-lived
occupation in early modern times.

At Stong a large hall-like structure with a
central fire place was trenched. The build-
ing was long abandoned by 1477, but a clos-




tima, fra pvi a vikingaold fram a midaldir. Sa
baer hefur einnig verid i byggd um skamman
tima a sidari oldum.

A Stong, i landi Reykjahlidar, var tekinn
konnunarskurdur i stora byggingu sem likist
skala og er eldstaedi i husinu midju. Huas
petta haféi verid yfirgefid longu fyrir 1477,
en ekki var unnt ad timasetja pad nanar.

i Vidikeri sem er par skammt fra, og er
liklega sel fremur en venjulegt byli, er tun-
gardurinn undir gjoskulaginu fra 1158.

Stadirnir sem hér eru nefndir eru allir i
Myvatnssveit, en Hofdagerdi er i Adaldal
skammt fra sj6. A peim stad voru skradar og
kortlagdar margar rustir og gardlog, og hefur
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Tom McGovern og Christian Keller d Oddastodum.
Tom McGovern and Christian Keller at Oddastadir, NE Iceland.

er dating was not possible.

At nearby Vidiker, probably a sheiling or
out-station, rather than a proper farm, the
field boundary is under the 1158 tephra.

The above-mentioned sites are all in
Myvatnssveit, but Hofdagerdi is down on the
valley floor a short distance from the coast.
Here a large number of structures and earth-
works were recorded, revealing a substantial
medieval occupation.

Middens with well preserved animal bone
were located and sampled in Steinbogi,
Brenna, Oddastadir and Hofdagerdi.

Reconnaisance work identified two fur-

par greinilega verid buid af toluverdum
myndarskap & midoldum.

Stadsettir voru ruslahaugar med vel
vardveittum dyrabeinum & Steinboga,
Brennu, Oddastodum og Hofdagerdi og tekin
syni Ur peim.

Vid skraningarvinnu fundust tveir minja-
stadir, sem okunnugt var um adur, og hafa
ekkert heiti. Annar er nalaegt baenum
Saltvik, en hinn naerri Svartarkoti, naerri 75
km fra sjo Pessir stadir bida frekari rann-
soknar.

Arid 2003 er fyrirhugadur uppgroftur a
Hrisheimum og Hofdagerdi og einnig verda
gerdar Uttektir & minjunum vid Saltvik og
Svartarkot og haldid afram aéd
adalskra Laxardal og Reykjahverfi.

ther sites, neither of which have a
formal name, one on the coast
near the farm Saltvik, and another
by Svartarkot, nearly 75 km inland,
which await further study.

In 2003 large scale operations
are planned for Hrisheimar and
Hofdagerdi and assessment work at
the sites by Saltvik and Svartarkot
as well as continued field survey in
Laxardalur and Reykjahverfi.



FORNLEIFAUPPGROFTUR i REYKHOLTI

Stjornendur: Gudrun Sveinbjarnardéttir og Orri
Vésteinsson.

Starfsmenn vid uppgroft: Angelos Parigoris, Anthony
M. Joyce, Berangere Martin, Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir,
Gudmundur J. Oskarsson, Gudrun Sveinbjarnardottir,
Orri Vésteinsson og Oscar Aldred.

Samstarfsadilar: Snorrastofa, bjédminjasafn fslands.

Reykholt i Borgarfirdi vard a 12. 6ld ein helsta
valdamidstod & sudvestanverdu [slandi og
semma a 13. old vard stadurinn hofudsetur
freedimannsins og stjornmalamannsins
Snorra Sturlusonar. A sidari hluta midalda og
fram & sidari aldir var Reykholt mikilvaeg
kirkjumidstod.

Pjédminjasafn islands hefur i morg ar
stadid fyrir umfangsmiklum fornleifa-
rannsoknum 1 Reykholti, undir stjorn dr.
Gudrinar Sveinbjarnardottur. Pessar
rannsoknir hafa einkum beinst ad baejar-
hélnum, par sem eru byggingarleifar fra
sidari hluta vikingaaldar og fram a ondverda
19. old. Medal peirra minja eru undirgong ad
Snorralaug, sem er grjothladin badlaug talin

fra midoldum. Markmid pessa verkefnis taka
einnig til rannsoknar a kirkjurist sem er inni
i nlverandi kirkjugardi, midja vegu milli
peirrar kirkju sem nU stendur og baejar-
rastanna.

Geréar voru vidnamsmaelingar a
kirkjustaedinu og vann Timothy Horsley pad
verk sem hluta af doktorsverkefni sinu vid
Bradfordhaskola i Bretlandi. Rannsoknin skiladi
godum arangri, og var i framhaldi af henni
gerd aaetlun um samstarf Pjéodminjasafns og
Fornleifastofnunar um uppgroft kirkjunnar i
Reykholti. Vonast er til pess ad sa uppgroftur
muni koma ad gagni vid skilning a uppruna
Reykholts sem pdlitiskrar og kirkjulegrar
midstodvar, og varpa ljosi a proun islenskra
soknarkirkna a 11. og 12. old. bonokkrar litlar
kikjubyggingar fra motunarskeidi islensku
kirkjunnar hafa verid grafnar upp, en fram
ad pessu hafa engar storar kirkjur a mikil-
vaegum kirkjustodum verid rannsakadar.
Vonast er til ad uppgroftur Reykholtskirkju
geti fyllt pad skard.

EXCAVATION

Directors: Gudrun Sveinbjarnardéttir and Orri
Vésteinsson.

Field Team: Angelos Parigoris, Anthony M. Joyce,
Berangere Martin, Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir,
Gudmundur J. Oskarsson, Gudrin Sveinbjarnardéttir,
Orri Vésteinsson and Oscar Aldred.

Collaborators: Snorrastofa and Pjédminjasafn
fslands.

Reykholt in Borgarfjoréur, SW-Iceland,
emerged in the 12th century as one of the
major power centres in SW Iceland and in
the early 13th century it became the strong-
hold of the politician and scholar Snorri
Sturluson. During the late middle ages and in
early modern times Reykholt was an impor-
tant ecclesiastical centre.

At Reykholt the National Museum of
Iceland has for several years carried out
major excavations, directed by Dr. Gudrin
Sveinbjarnardottir. The focus of these inves-
tigations has been the farm mound with
building remains from the late Viking age to
the early 19th century, including an under-

AT REYKHOLT

ground passage from the domestic buildings
to the famous Snorralaug, a stone laid basin
for bathing believed to date back to
medieval times. The aims of this project
have included an investigation of the
church-ruin, located within the present
graveyard, midway between the present
church and the farmhouse ruins.

Following successful geophysical prospec-
tion of the church site, carried out by
Timothy Horsley as a part of his postgradu-
ate studies at the University of Bradford,
collaboration was established between the
National Museum and the Institute of
Archaeology with the aim to jointly excavate
the church at Reykholt. It is hoped that
excavation of the church will help to under-
stand the origins of Reykholt as a political
and ecclesiastical centre and will throw light
on the development of parish churches in
11th and 12th century Iceland. While a
number of chapels from the formative peri-

od of the Icelandic Church have been exca-




Sumarid 2002 var gerd undirbdnings-
rannsokn a kirkjustadinu i Reykholti, og
styrkti Kristnihatidarsjodur pad verk. Tekid
var ofan af sudausturfjordungi kirkjunnar og
komid nidur & steinundirstodur fra tveimur
sidustu  byggingarskeidum hennar, fra
kirkjum sem byggdar voru 1778 og 1835.
Undir pessum hledslum ma sja ad minnsta
kosti tvo eldri byggingarskeid. Margar grafir
komu i ljés, og var i einni peirra vel
vardveitt kista med blyplotu med nafni pro-
fasts fra 18. old. Vardveisla lifreenna leifa er
sérlega god i gardinum og af peim sokum
verdur verkefnid einnig latid taka til forn-

Uppgroftur i Reykholti 2002.
Excavation at Reykholt in 2002.

vated, no large churches at ecclesiastical
centres have so far been investigated and it
is hoped that excavation of the Reykholt
church will stop that gap.

In 2002 preliminary excavation was car-
ried out on the church site in Reykholt sup-
ported by the  Millennium Fund
(Kristnihatidarsjodur). The SE quadrant of
the church was opened revealing the stone
foundations of the two last phases of the
church, identified as the churches built in
1778 and 1835. Underneath these founda-
tions at least two earlier phases could be

meinafraedilegra rannsokna og rannsokna a
umbulnadi grafa.

Sumarid 2003 er fyrirhugadur uppgroftur a
ollu kirkjustaedinu.

identified. Several graves were encoun-
tered, amongst them one with a well pre-
served coffin with a lead plaque commemo-
rating an 18th century rural dean. Organic
preservation within the cemetery is excep-
tionally good, a fact that adds palaeopatho-
logical investigations and the study of grave
furnishings to the aims of the project.

In 2003 an open area excavation of the
whole church site is planned.



STADFRADI KUMLA

Stjornandi: Adolf Fridriksson.
Samstarfsadilar: Pjodminjasafn Islands.

Markmid rannsokna a stadfraedi kumla er ad
skoda alla kumlfundarstadi a vettvangi, lysa
staBhattum og stadsetningu. Athugad verdur
hvort regla bli ad baki stadarvali og hvada
merking geti falist i stadsetningunni. Verkid
hofst arid 1999, og var unnid i samstarfi vid
Pjodminjasafn arin 1999 og 2001, og med
studningi Rannis arin 2000-2001.

Alls eru pekktir kumlstadir & islandi 157,
um 317 grafir i allt. 20 stadir voru skradir
1999, 80 arid 2001 og 20 arid 2002. A arinu
2002 voru kuml i Dalasyslu og & Vestfjordum
skrad. Eftir standa 37 stadir, par af eru um 7
stadir sem vonlaust er ad stadsetja.

Helstu nidurstodur sem nu liggja fyrir eru
baer ad toluverd regla hefur verid a pvi hvar
kumlum var valinn stadur. Stadsetning skipt-
ist i tvo meginflokka: kuml i utjadri landar-
eigna, og kuml skammt utan tins. Eins er
algengt ad kuml finnist vid fornar leidir. Um

helmingur kumla er ati vid tanjadar, um
fjordungur er skammt utan tdns. Enn er
um fjoréungur stadir sem falla i hvorugan
pessara flokka, hafa ekki verid kannadir eda
er omogulegt ad stadsetja eda fa vitneskju
um.

Verkefnid hefur einungis takmarkast vid
skraningu a stédunum en fyrirhugad er ad
rannsaka valda stadi med uppgrefti og ljiuka
skraningu a peim stodum sem eftir eru.

THE TOPOGRAPHY OF PAGAN BURIALS

Director: Adolf Fridriksson.
Collaborators: bjodminjasafn islands.

The aim of this project is to survey all known
pagan burial sites in Iceland and record their
location and geographical setting. This data
will be used to establish whether there are
any regular location patterns, i.e. whether
the location of a burial followed any partic-
ular rules. If so, attempts will be made to
explain the meaning behind the location.

The project began in 1999. The total of
known pagan burial sites in Iceland is 157,
and 317 graves altogether. 20 sites were sur-
veyed in 1999, 80 in 2001 and 20 in 2002.
During the summer of 2002, burials in Dalir
and the Vestfjords were surveyed. Of the
remaining 37 there are 7 sites which are
impossible to locate as sufficient documen-
tation of the finds has not survived.

So far, the burial sites have only been sur-
veyed. When the survey is completed, the

supposed patterns will be tested by trial
excavation in selected areas.

Gvendarsteinn. Dys i ndgrenni Husavikur.
Possible burial site near Husavik, N Iceland.




BJARNEYJAR A BREIDAFIRDI

Stjérnandi: Mjoll Snaesdottir.

Starfsmenn vid uppgroft: Mjoll Snaesdéttir, Reidar
Bertelsen, Groa Mdsdottir, Sigridur Porgeirsdottir,
Geir Davidsen, Borge Evensen og Birna Ldrusdottir.
Bjarneyjar eru a midjum Breidafirdi. baer
eru taldar 16-17, en vandi er ad segja um
nakvaema télu peirra, vegna pess ad paer eru
margar samvaxnar. Adaleyjarnar eru tveer,
Heimaey, sem skiptist i nokkrar eyjar sem
hver hefur sitt nafn, po paer séu yfirleitt
samhangandi, og Budey. Eyjanna er getid i
fornritum (Laxdaelu og Njalu), og virdast
sagnaritarar hafa talid peer
veidistod pegar a 10. old.

Ekki hefur verid fost buseta i Bjarneyjum
sidan 1946, en fyrr & 6ldum var par oft fjol-
mennt. Pegar manntal var tekid 1703 voru
87 manns taldir til heimilis i Bjarneyjum, pa

mikilvaega

voru bar 8 bandur, en 12 heimili. Auk pess
stundadi fjoldi manns Utraedi fra eyjunum
padan. Mikil ummerki um mannvist ma sja i

eyjunum, og fra ymsum timum. Margar

toftir fra yngstu byggdinni eru mjog heillegar
og greinilegar.

Vegna rannsokna sem eru hluti af staerra
rannsoknarverkefni, Fishing
Communities of the North, gerdu starfsmenn
Fornleifastofnunar nokkrar litlar konnunar-

norranu

holur i Bjarneyjum sumarid 2000, i peim til-
gangi ad fa visbendingar um vardveislu og
bykkt mannvistarlaga i eyjunum. A sama

Uppgroftur i Bjarneyjum 2002.
Excavation at Bjarneyjar in 2002.

BJARNEYJAR IN BREIDAFJORDUR

Director: Mjoll Snaesdéttir.

Field Team: Mjéll Snaesddttir, Reidar Bertelsen, Groa
Mdsdottir, Sigridur Porgeirsdéttir, Geir Davidsen,
Borge Evensen and Birna Ldrusdottir.

The Bjarneyjar islands lie in the middle of
Breidafjordur. Their number is considered to
be 16-17, it is however difficult to give an
exact number, because many of them "hang
together". There are two main islands,
Heimaey, that consists of a few connected
islands which have different names, and
Budey. The islands are mentioned in
medieval literature (Laxdaela, Njala), so the
writers of those sagas seem to have consid-
ered that the islands were an important fish-
ing station already in the 10th century.
There has not been any permanent settle-
ment in Bjarneyjar since 1946, but earlier on
they are known to have had numerous inhab-
itants. When the 1703 census was taken, 87
people are listed as living in Bjarneyjar,
there were 8 farmers and 12 households. In
addition a great number of fishermen stayed

there temporarily and used the islands as a
base for fishing. A considerable number of
building remains can be seen in the islands,
from different periods. Many of the ruins
from the latest settlement are well-pre-
served and distinct.

In connection with a larger research proj-
ect, Fishing Communities of the North,
some of FSi's staff had made a few small
trial trenches in Bjarneyjar in the summer of
2000, to get some idea about preservation
and thickness of cultural layers in the
islands. At the same time the visible ruins
were measured and mapped by Swedish
archaeologists.

The work in 2000 was followed up by a fur-
ther investigation 24.6.-18.7.2002. The main
aim of this investigation was to try and
establish firmer dating for the remains.
Trial trenches were made in four places on
Heimaey, the parts called Baejarey and
Torfey. Two of those trenches were dug in
the main farm mound on Bajarey, the third
one into a ruin close by and the fourth in a



tima voru synilegar riastir maeldar og kort-
lagdar og voru pad saenskir fornleifafraedingar
sem unnu pad verk.

i framhaldi af konnuninni 2000 var gerd
nokkru vidameiri athugun 24.6.-18.7.2002.
Tilgangur verksins var einkum ad leita ad
efnividi til timasetninga a byggdinni.
Konnunarskurdir voru gerdir a fjorum stodum
a Heimaeynni, a Baejarey og Torfey. Tveir
voru a baejarstaedinu a Baejarey, austan og
sunnan i bajarholnum, einn i o6glogga toft
skammt par nordan vid og annar i 6glogga
toft vestar a Heimaeynni, par sem heitir
Torfey. Konnunarskurdir pessir voru fra 2x2
upp i 3x4 metra ad staerd.

Konnunarskurdirnir i
bajarholinn sjalfan syndu
pbykk mannvistarlog, sem
eru eindregin visbending
um langa busetu a stadnum.
Skurdunum  var  valinn
stadur i utjadri hols, til ad
valda sem minnstu raski. A
hinum tveim stodunum var

ruin on Torfey. The size of
the trences was from 2x2 to
3x4.

The trenches dug in the
farm mound itself showed
that there are thick "cultur-
al layers”, a clear indica-
tion of a long period of set-
tlement. The trenches were
put in the outskirts of the mound in order to
make as little disturbance as possible. In the
two other trenches the cultural layers were
thin and undisturbed layers were soon
reached. A fair amount of animal bones were
retrieved, both from fish, birds and mam-
mals. Only a few artifacts were found, and
most of them cannot be dated easily.

Animal bones and other samples have not
yet been analysed, so that no final conclu-
sions can be made. However the investiga-
tion has clearly showed a long period of set-
tlement on the main farm site on Baejarey.

The owners of the islands gave their kind
permission for the investigations in both sea-
sons, allowed the use of their house in the

ekki djupt nidur a ohreyfd log. Toluvert
fannst af ymsum dyrabeinum, baedi Ur fiski,
fugli og spendyrum, en litid af gripum, og
faestir peirra verda audveldlega timasettir.

Ekki er blid ad greina dyrabein og onnur
syni eda gera nakvaemari athuganir a
gripum, svo ad nidurstodur liggja ekki enn
fyrir.

Eigendur Bjarneyja gafu godflslegt leyfi
sitt til rannsoknarinnar baedi sumurin, leyféu
afnot af hdsi i eyjunum til ibludar og lanudu
litinn arabat til ad fara a milli eyja.

Svipmynd frd Bjarneyjum. Horft i austur.
Photo taken at Bjarneyjar. Looking east.

islands and lent a small rowing boat to make
it easier to get from one island to the other.




ARENA

fa og midlun

ARENA

Verkefnisstjori: Oscar Aldred.

Samstarfsadilar: Fornleifastofnunin cIMeC i
Rumeniu, Poznan fornleifasafnid i Poéllandi,
Museumsprosjektet i Noregi, Kulturarvsstyrelsen i
Danmoérku, The Archaeology Data Service,
Englandi, Haskolinn i York, Englandi,
Museovirasto, Finnlandi og Rijksdienst voor het
Oudheidkundig Bodemonderzoek, Hollandi.

Verkefnid ARENA (Archaeological Records of
Europe: Networked Access) er stutt af
Evréopusambandinu sem hluti af azetluninni
Culture 2000 (Menningaraaetlun Evropu-
sambandsins), og peim stofnunum
sem standa ad pvi. Verkefnid hofst
i desember 2001, og er aztlad ad

bvi ljuki 2004.
Fornleifastofnun islands var
bodid ad taka patt i verkefninu, en
ad pvi standa einnig stofnanir i
Danmorku, Noregi, Pdllandi,
Rumeniu og Bretlandi. Stofnanir i
Finnlandi og Hollandi

-wv--"'
- Education and cultue CUTEUIFE 2000

tengjast pvi lika.

Adalmarkmid ARENA er ad proa ramma-
aaetlun sem haegt er ad nyta til ad vernda og
kynna stafraen gagnaséfn um fornleifafradi i
Evropu.

Préun slikrar rammadeetlunar felst i ad
hanna vefgatt sem leyfir leit i gagnasofnum
patttakenda verkefnisins. A pennan hatt
veréur baedi haegt ad nalgast Utdraetti ar
fornleifaskram og ad nalgast gagnasofn ein-
stakra verkefna. Fornleifastofnun veitir
adgang ad storum hluta fornleifagagna-
grunns sins, ISLEIFU, svo og 6llu gagnasafni
um uppgroftinn a skalanum a Hofstédum i
Myvatnssveit. Liklegt er ad onnur gagnasofn
baetist vid pegar lidur a verkefnid.

Verkefnid studlar ad taeknilegri nybreytni,
og patttakendur skiptast a pekkingu og proa
nyjar adferdir; Fornleifastofnun leggur til
pekkingu a honnun gagnagrunna, notkun land-
freediupplysingakerfa (GIS) og midlun

Publication and Outreach

ARENA

Project Manager - Data Management: Oscar Aldred
Collaborators: clMeC, The Institute for Cultural
Memory, Romania, Poznan Archaeological Museum,
Poland, The Museum Project, Norway, The Danish
Agency for Cultural Heritage, The Archaeology Data
Service, University of York, UK, National Board of
Antiquaries, Finland and the State Service for the
Archaeological Heritage, Netherlands.

The ARENA project is jointly supported by the
Culture 2000 programme of the European
Union and the partner organisations partici-
pating in the project which started in
December 2001 and will continue until 2004.

The FSi was invited to partner in this proj-
ect which includes other organisations from
Denmark, Norway, Poland, Romania and
United Kingdom, as well as associated
involvement by organisations from Finland
and the Netherlands.

The overall aim of ARENA is to develop a
web portal framework capable of protecting
and promoting digital cultural archives of
European significance relating to archaeology.

The development of the framework will
be achieved by developing a web portal that
will allow access to and cross searching of
important archaeological archives from the
partner organisations. The portal will make
both summary Sites and Monument Records
and specific archaeological project archives
available. The FSi is making available a con-
siderable part of the SMR-type data in ISLEIF
(database with desktop and field survey
records for the Iceland) as well as the digi-
tal archive from a recently completed,
Viking period, excavation at Hofstadir. It is
hoped also that other archives will be
included as the project progresses.

Partners will bring to the project new and
innovative technologies as well as

disseminating appropriate methods
and assist in developing new

skills; the FSi is contribut- ="
ing areas of expertise in ~ -



upplysinga um fornleifafraedi til notendahopa
med olikar parfir.

Akvedid var ad bua til rammadaetlun par
sem l6gd er meginahersla a eftirfarandi
patti:

1. Pjalfun sérfraedinga og midlun pekkingar
peirra og reynslu.

2. Kynna fornleifafraedi bpeirra landa sem
taka patt i verkefninu.

3. bréa teeknilegar nyjungar til gagns fyrir
patttakendur i verkefninu, sérhaefda notendur
og almenning.

4. Koma a fot rannsoknar- og fraedslu-
verkefnum sem mida ad pvi ad auka skilning
almennings a gildi menningararfsins.

Framvinda verkefnisins a fyrsta ari pess, fra
desember 2001 til desember 2002, var sem
hér segir:

-Prir fundir voru haldnir til ad fjalla um
honnun a vefgattinni og lysigagnastodlum,
Dublin Core og XML.

-Helstu gagnasofn sem ARENA vefgattin mun
tengja saman hafa verid valin. Par 4 medal

eru baedi stafreen gogn og skjol sem enn a
eftir ad setja a stafraent form.

-Fyrsta malstofa ARENA var haldin i
Thessaloniki i Grikklandi & radstefnu
European Association of Archaeologists (EAA)
i september 2002. Einnig hafa erindi um
verkefnid verid haldin & ymsum radstefnum
og kynningarfundum.

-Proun ARENA vefgattarinnar er hafin. betta
er hofudpattur verkefnisins, og mun verda
profsteinn & notkun lysigagna, bodskipta,
vidhald gagna & mérgum tungumalum og leit
i skram sem eru hystar i mismunandi l6Gndum.
-Unnid er ad proun minjakorta fyrir vef-
gattina.

......
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database design, GIS and communicating
archaeology to a wide number of users each
with different requirements.

The ARENA project is actively seeking its
aim of developing a framework through 4
key areas, each being drawn upon for the
construction of a web portal as a test bed
for innovation and as a source of inspiration
for the dissemination of knowledge:

1. Organisation of initiatives for exchange of
experience and the further training of pro-
fessionals.

2. Promoting elements of the heritage con-
cerned.

3. The adapted and innovative use of new
technologies, to the benefit of participants,
users and the general public.

4. Organising research projects, projects to
raise the public's awareness and to teach
and disseminate knowledge.

The first year, December 2001 to December
2002, has seen the following progress:

-Three meetings of the ARENA partnership
have been held allowing for the agreement

Happmes

of how the portal will appear and operate
and for exchange of expertise in areas such
as metadata standards, Dublin Core and XML.
-Key archives have been identified for use in
the ARENA portal. These are both index
records and complex archaeological excava-
tion or historical archives.

-Dissemination activity is now underway; the

first ARENA workshop was held at
Thessaloniki, Greece at European
Association of Archaeologists, EAA, in

September and a number of papers have
been delivered at conferences of local,
national and international importance.

-The practical development of the ARENA
portal has begun. This is a key feature of the
project and provides a test bed for innova-
tive use of metadata, communications pro-
tocols, multilingual thesauri, and cross-
national searching by period.

-Some aspects of the practical portal devel-
opment, in particular map based elements
are underway.

......




MIDLUN MENNINGARSOGULEGRA UPPLYSINGA

Verkefnisstjorar: Orri Vésteinsson og Barbara
Gudnadéttir.

Starfsmenn verkefnis: Birna Ldrusdottir, Oscar
Aldred, Gudrun Alda Gisladéttir og Sélborg Una
Pdlsdottir.

A undanférnum arum hefur miklum menningar-
sogulegum upplysingum verid safnad vid
fornleifaskraningu. Til pessa hefur petta
upplysingasafn naer eingdngu verid notad i
stjornsyslu og rannsoknum en ljost er ad
hagt er ad nyta pad a fjolbreyttari hatt,
m.a. til ad efla ferdapjonustu og styrkja
kennslu i samfélags- og umhverfisfraedum i
grunnskolum. Markmid verkefnisins er ad
préa gagnakerfi um stadbundnar menningar-
sogulegar upplysingar med aherslu a parfir
notenda og eflingu islensks atvinnulifs,
einkum i dreifbyli. Stefnt hefur verid ad
heildarlausn & skraningu, vistun og fram-
setningu stadbundinna menningarsogulegra
upplysinga med virkum tengslum vid Gnnur
menningarsoguleg gagnasofn.

Verkefnid er styrkt af Rannsoknarradi

islands. Markmid pess er ad midla
upplysingum um islenska menningarsogu til
mismunandi notendahdpa. Gagnaséfnin
sem liggja til grundvallar eru {SLEIF, gagna-
grunnur um islenskar fornleifar og GREFILL,
gagnabanki um uppgrefti. Verkid hefur tvo
meginmarkmid:

A) A3 proa afram gagnakerfin [SLEIF/GREFILL.
Pessi hluti felst i pvi ad bata taekni vid
innslatt og ritstjorn upplysinga, vistun mynd-
efnis, honnun leitarvéla og ad baeta tengsl
vid onnur upplysingakerfi.

B) Ad midla upplysingunum afram um inter-
netid. Atlunin er ad hanna vidmoét sem
henta olikum notendahépum bp.e. stjorn-
syslu, visindasamfélagi, skolakerfi og ferda-
bjonustu. | framhaldi pessa er stefnt ad pvi
ad préa namsefni i samfélagsfraedi fyrir
grunnskola asamt leidbeiningum fyrir kennara.
Einnig er atlunin ad proa adferdir til ad
kynna islenska menningarsogu a vettvangi,
med aherslu a upplysingamidstodvar fyrir
feréamenn.

COMMUNICATION OF CULTURE HISTORY

Directors: Orri Vésteinsson and Barbara

Gudnadottir.
Staff: Birna Ldrusdottir, Oscar Aldred, Gudrun
Alda Gisladéttir and Sélborg Una Pdlsdottir.

In recent years a great amount of culture
historical data has been assembled in
Iceland, primarily as a result of increased
activity in archaeological surveying. At the
moment this information is primarily used by
government  agencies
researchers but it is clear that there is great

potential for using this information to

and scientific

strengthen the tourist industry and to sup-
port primary and secondary school level
training in social and ecological sciences.
The objective of the project is to develop an
information system on spatially definable
culture historical data with emphasis on the
needs of end-users and on supporting the
Icelandic economy, especially in rural areas.
The project is supported by the Icelandic
Research Council, with the goal to work out
a solution for the storage and presentation

of spatially definable culture historical
information, with cross-referencing to other
culture historical data sets.

The project’s aim is to spread information
on Icelandic cultural history to different
end-users. The data used for this is derived
from two databases: ISLEIF, a database on
Icelandic archaeology, and GREFILL, a data-
base for excavations in Iceland. The project
can be divided into two phases:

A) Development of the datasystem for
{SLEIF/GREFILL. This part is based on
improving techniques of collecting informa-
tion and editing, saving images, drawings
and photos, developing search engines and
improving the connection to other informa-
tion centres.

B) Spreading the information to different
end-users. The plan is to design various user
interfaces for different end-user groups
(government agencies, researchers, school
system and tourism) and have the database
accessible through the internet. Also train-



Vinna vid verkefnid hofst i arslok 1999.
Arid 2002 var lokid vid proun gagnakerfisins.
Eftir ad FSi baudst patttaka i verkefninu
ARENA (sja umfjollun hér ad framan), hefur
gagnakerfid verid uppfaert og endurskipulagt
eftir peim st6dlum sem akvednir voru i hinu
alpjodlega verkefni. Vid skipulag er notud
XML forritun (med pvi hefur verid lagdur
grunnur ad ferli leitarvéla) og Dublin Core
lysigagnastadall. Mun petta vera i fyrsta
skipti sem pessi tvo kerfi eru samnytt. bessi
pattur er unninn undir handleidslu taekni-
sérfraeedinga hja ADS (The Archaeology Data
Service), a Englandi.

Verid er ad hanna kort sem taka tillit til
mismunandi notendahdépa. Um er ad rada 4
mismunandi kortaldg: islandskort med 10
helstu minjastodum landsins, syslukort med
fridlystum minjum, athyglisverdum stodum
og rannsoknarstodum, sveita- og hreppakort

sem syna bajarstaedi, sel og adrar yfir-
bordsminjar og kort i storum skala sem syna

landamerki og allar skradar fornleifar.
Fyrstu tvo kortalogin eru einkum atlud
ferdamonnum og frodleiksfusum almenningi,
pridja er atlad ad svara porfum skola og
almennings og fjorda kortlagid er einkum
®tlad stjornsyslu og visindamonnum.

Gerdar voru kannanir a porfum visinda-
samfélagsins og stjornsyslu. Einnig voru
gerdar kannanir a poérfum baedi grunn- og
framhaldsskolanema og l6gd drog ad proun
namsefnis. Unnid hefur verid ur nidurstodum
pessara kannana og Ut fra peim hefur verid
hagt ad akveda tilhdgun gagna fyrir hvern
notendahdp. Kannanir medal nemenda og
ferdamanna leiddu i ljos ad naudsynlegt er
ad endurskrifa mikinn hluta textanna til
notkunar fyrir skola og ferdapjonustu. NG er
verid ad skrifa texta um 1000 helstu minja-
stadi landsins og pyda yfir a ensku.

ing material will be made to support primary
and secondary school levels in social and
ecological sciences, as well as instructions
for teachers.

The project started at the end of 1999. In
2002 the main work consisted in developing
the datasystem. When the Institute was
invited to participate on the ARENA project
(see text before), the functionality of the
database has been improved greatly and
restructured based on the standards used in
the international project. It was decided to
use XML schema and connect it with the
Dublin Core metadata. This is probably the
first time that these are used together.

It was decided to design special map lay-
ers for each enduser groups. The map layers
will be four: A map of Iceland with the 10
most important archaeological sites in
Iceland, county maps showing preserved and
interesting remnant sites as well as sites

that are being investigated, district maps
showing farm mounds, ruins and other rem-
nants visible on the surface and detailed
maps showing property boundaries and all
registered sites. The first two layers are
mainly going to serve tourists and the gener-
al public, the third will serve the schoolsys-
tem as well as the general public and the
fourth layer will be used by the government
and scientists.

The needs of the different end-user
groups have been investigated and the result
was, that texts for school children and
tourists, needed rewriting. It was decided to
write short texts on the 1000 most important
sites in Iceland, and translate them into
English. The texts are being written and
translated.




ARCHAEOLOGIA ISLANDICA

Med atgafu ritsins Archaeologia islandica,
sem fyrst kom Gt arid 1998, er stefnt ad pvi
ad kynna alpjodlegum lesendahdpi fornleifa-
rannsoknir & islandi. Ritstjori er dr. Gavin
Lucas, og eru einkum birtar greinar a ensku.
Ritid birtir nyjar greinar um islenska forn-
leifafraedi eda efni tengt henni, allt fra
landnami a 9. old til sidari tima. Nylega
hefur verid skipud fjolmenn ritnefnd og i
radi er ad allt efni sem birt verdur i tima-
ritinu verdi ritrynt til ad tryggja gaedi pess.
Peir sem sitja i ritnefndinni eru starfsmenn
haskola og stofnana vidsvegar i Evropu og
Nordur-Ameriku, og par a medal eru fraedi-
menn Ur fremstu rod visindamanna. Fyrstu
tvo heftin innihalda fjolbreytilegt efni, m.a.
greinar um umfangsmikinn fornleifauppgroft
a vikingaaldarskalanum a Hofstodum i
Myvatnssveit, jardsjarmeelingar og landnam
norranna manna a Granlandi.

ARCHAEDLOGIA
ISLANDICA

ARCHAEOLOGIA ISLANDICA

ARCHAEOLOGIA ISLANDICA, a journal which
aims to promote and disseminate current
archaeological research in Iceland for an
international readership, is a relatively new
production established in 1998. Written pri-
marily in English and under the editorship of
Dr. Gavin Lucas, the journal aims to publish
original work of a high standard pertaining
to any aspect of Icelandic or Icelandic-relat-
ed archaeology, from 9th century colonisa-
tion to 19th century emigration - and
beyond. Published by FSi, the journal is now
in the process of being re-structured. Part of
this change includes the establishment of an
editorial board for the journal who will pro-
vide the necessary peer review to maintain a
high standard in the published articles. This
board is drawn from Universities and
Institutions all over Europe and North
America and includes the leading academic
scholars in the field. The first two issues
included papers on diverse subjects such as
the major excavations at the Viking settle-

ment in Hofstadir (Myvatnssveit), geophysi-
cal prospecting, and settlement patterns in
Greenland.

ARCHAEOLOGIA
ISLANDICA




Fieldschool

Fornleifaskolinn var settur a stofn aridé 1997,
og hefur verid haldinn a hverju sumri sidan
ba. Hlutverk skoélans er ad auka pekkingu
nemenda, baedi islenskra og erlendra, a
islenskri fornleifafraedi. Nemendur hvadan-
ava Ur Evropu (par & medal fra islandi) og
Nordur-Ameriku hafa tekid patt i
namskeidum skdlans, par sem peim eru
kennd undirstoduatridi islenskrar forn-
leifafraedi. Namskeidid er haldid i 4 vikur a
hverju sumri og samanstendur af uppgrefti,
fornleifaskraningu, fyrirlestrum, malstofum
og verklegum timum, i umsja forn-
leifafraedinga og annarra visindamanna.
patttakendur i fornleifaskélanum purfa ad
hafa hafid nam i fornleifafraedi og einnig er
a@skilegt ad ahugasvid peirra tengist islenskri
fornleifafraedi, eda fornleifafraedi

Nordur-Atlantshafssvaedisins. Fornleifa-
skdlanum er stjornad af dr. Gavin Lucas -
(Fornleifastofnun Islands), prafessor _7"'.'
Christian Keller (Senter for studier i .
vikingtid og nordiske middelalder, Oslo)

The Field School is an annual course
established in 1997 to develop interna-
tional student networks in the discipline
of Icelandic Archaeology. Students from
all over Europe (including Iceland) and
North America have attended the field-
school where they are given a solid and
basic grounding in aspects of Icelandic
Archaeology. The course runs for 4 weeks
during the summer and consists of field
training, lectures, seminars and workshops,
supervised by an international team of lead-
ing archaeologists and scientists. Candidates
for the field school are expected to have
already started an undergraduate or post-
graduate course in archaeology and to have
a strong interest in Iceland or the North
Atlantic. The organization of the fieldschool
is co-ordinated by Dr. Gavin Lucas
(Fornleifastofnun islands), Professor
Christian Keller (Viking and Medieval Centre
in Oslo) and Professor Thomas McGovern

Fornleifaskolinn

og professor Thomas McGovern
(NABO/Hunter College, New York).

Sumarid 2002 toku 14 nemendur patt i
fornleifaskdlanum. pPeir fra
Haskolanum i Arésum: Mette Svinding og
Jeppe Brun Skovsby, fra Haskélanum i
Glasgow: Alix Sperr; fra Institute of
Archaeology, London (UCL): Alexandre Mora
Bowkett; fra Vinarborg, Austurriki: Astrid
Daxbock; fra Erlangen, byskalandi: Susanne
Fahn; fra Reykjavik: Agusta Edwald, Gudrdn
Alda Gisladottir og Pdra Pétursdottir; fra
City University of New York: Cleantha Paine,
Courtney Conner-Guardini, George
Hambrecht, Jennifer Braun, Marianna Betti
og Paddy Colligan. bar ad auki toku nemendur
fra Brooklyn College, New York undir stjorn

voru:

Uppgraftarndmskeid d Hofstodum 2002.
Fieldschool at Hofstadir 2002.

(NABO/Hunter College, New York), and is a
joint project with NABO.

This year, the number of students totalled 14
and are listed below by their affiliation:
from Arhus Universitet: Mette Svinding and a
returning student, Jeppe Brun Skovby; from
Glasgow University: Alix Sperr; from the
Institute of Archaeology (UCL),
Alexandre Mora Bowkett; from Vienna,
Austria: Astrid Daxbock; from Erlangen,
Germany: Susanne Fahn; from Reykjavik,
Agista Edwald, Gudrin Alda
Gisladottir and bdra Pétursdéttir and from
the City University of New York, USA:

London:

Iceland:




dr. Sophia Perdikaris, patt i skélanum i tvaer
vikur.

Vid fornleifaskélann voru eftirfarandi
kennarar: Oscar Aldred, Ragnar Edvardsson,
Adolf Fridriksson, Gardar Gudmundsson,
Gavin Lucas, Karen Milek, Mjoll Snaesdottir,
Orri Vésteinsson, Tom McGovern (New York),
Sophia Perdikaris (New York), Christian
Keller (Oslo), Colleen Batey (Glasgow),
Przemyzlaw Urbanczyk (Varsja), Andrew
Dugmore (Edinborg), Anthony Newton
(Edinborg), lan Simpson (Stirling), Amanda
Thompson (Stirling) og Arni Einarsson
(Nattarurannsoknarstédinni vié Myvatn).

Eins og adur, for uppgraftarkennslan fram
a Hofstodum (og ad hluta til i Sveigakoti) i
Myvatnssveit.

Nemendur grafa i vikingaaldarskdlanum d Hofst6dum.
Students digging in the longhouse at Hofstadir.

Cleantha Paine, Courtney Conner-Guardini,
George Hambrecht, Jennifer Braun,
Marianna Betti and Paddy Colligan. In addi-
tion, several students as part of an REU pro-
gramme from Brooklyn College New York
were involved at the fieldschool for 2 weeks,
organised by Dr. Sophia Perdikaris.

The fieldschool and excavation was run
and supervised by the professional staff of
the FSi including Oscar Aldred, Ragnar
Edvardsson, Adolf Fridriksson, Gardar
Gudmundson, Gavin Lucas, Karen Milek,
Mjoll Snaesdottir and Orri Vésteinsson, as
well as by our partners: Tom McGovern (New
York), Sophia Perdikaris (New York),
Christian Keller (Oslo), Colleen Batey
(Glasgow  Museum), and Przemyzlaw
Urbanczyk (Warsaw). Closely working with
the project and contributing to the seminar
schedules were Professor Andrew Dugmore
(Edinburgh), Dr. Anthony Newton
(Edinburgh), Professor lan Simpson (Stirling),
Amanda Thomson (Stirling) and Arni
Einarsson (Myvatn Research institution).

Timothy Horsley of Bradford University par-
ticipated in the fieldwork as a part of his
doctoral research project.

The course was run, as in previous years,

at Hofstadir (and partially at Sveigakot) in
Myvatnssveit.




Stjorn og starfsfolk

STJORN

Adolf Fridriksson, forstodumadur Fornleifa-
stofnunar fslands fra 1995. Lauk BA profi
(Hons.), MPhil i fornleifafraedi fra Institute
of Archaeology, UCL i London. Hann hefur
tekid patt i rannsoknum i Bretlandi,
Frakklandi, italiu og & islandi fra 1985, og
stjornad margvislegum verkefnum, s.s. upp-
groftum, skraningu og utgafu fra 1989 ad
telja. Hann stjornar m.a. fornleifa-
rannséknum & Pingvollum vid Oxara. Sat i
stjorn Norraenu heimsminjaskrifstofunnar i
Oslo arin 1999-2001, og i stjorn TL-rannsoknar-
stodvarinnar i Arésum fra 1997. Helstu
ritverk eru: Sagas and popular antiquarian-
ism in Icelandic Archaeology (Avebury 1994),
og Kuml og haugfé (medhofundur og rit-
stjori; Mal og menning 2000). Helstu
ahugasvid eru saga fornleifafraedinnar,
vikingaaldarmenning, pinghald og
greftrunarsidur til forna.

Gardar Gudmundsson, fornvistfraedingur,
hefur setid i stjorn Fornleifastofnunar sidan

Management and Staff

BOARD OF

Adolf Fridriksson, Director of the FSi since
1995. BA (Hons.), MPhil in Archaeology, Inst.
of Archaeology, UCL, London. Fridriksson
has participated in excavations in the UK,
France, Italy and Iceland, and directed vari-
ous excavations, survey and publication
projects since 1989. Member of board of
directors of the Nordic World Heritage Office
in Oslo since 1999. He is the author of: Sagas
and Popular Archaeology in Iceland, Avebury
1994, and co-author of Kuml og haugfé -
Pagan Burials in Iceland, Mal og menning
2000. Research interests: History of
Archaeology, Viking Age culture, Popular
Archaeology.

Gardar Gudmundsson, Palaeobotanist.
Member of FSi Board of Directors since 1995.
Born 1953. BSc. (Hons.) in Archaeology, Inst.
of Archaeology, UCL, London. Gudmundsson
has participated in various research projects
in the UK, Greenland and Iceland. He is the
head of the palaeoenvironmental research

1995. Hann lauk BS med ladi i forn-
leifafraedi fra Institute of Archaeology, UCL
i London og hefur tekid patt i ymsum
rannsoknarverkefnum a Bretlandi, Greaen-
landi og islandi. Gardar stjornar 6llum forn-
vistfraedirannsoknum hja stofnuninni og er
formadur Félags islenskra fornleifafraedinga.
Helstu ahugasvid hans er adferdarfraedi forn-
vistfraedirannsokna, plontuleifar og korn-
raekt & islandi & middldum.

Mjoll Snaesdottir, fornleifafraedingur, hefur
setid i stjorn Fornleifastofnunar sidan 1995.
Fil.kand. i fornleifafradi fra Uppsolum. Hin
tok patt i Reykjavikuruppgreftinum 1971-75
og hefur vidtaeka reynslu af borgaruppgroft-
um a Nordurlondum p.a m. fra Tdnsbergi,
Malmey og Uppsdlum. HUn stjornadi upp-
grefti a Stéruborg 1978-1990 sem var lengi
staersta uppgraftarverkefni sem radist hafdi
verid i & islandi og eini heildaruppgroftur &
bajarhol sem gerdur hefur verid a
Nordurléndum. Mjoll hefur tekid patt i upp-

DIRECTORS

at the FSi. Gudmundsson is the president of
the Society of Icelandic Archaeologists.
Research interests: Methods in palaeoenvi-
ronmental studies, plant remains, cereal
cultivation in medieval Iceland.

Mjoll Snaesdottir, Senior Archaeologist.
Member of FSi Board of Directors since 1995.
Fil.Kand. in Archaeology and Ethnology,
Uppsala, Sweden. Snaesdottir has participat-
ed in research in Norway, Sweden and
Iceland. She was the site director for
Storaborg -Farm Mound 1978-1990, which is
the largest salvage excavation project car-
ried out in Iceland so far. Snaesdottir is the
editor of Arbok - The Yearbook of the
Archaeological Society. Research interests:
medieval archaeology, farm mound archae-
ology.

Orri Vésteinsson, born 1967, has been a
part of the Board of Directors at the
Institute since 1995. He is lecturer in




grefti a Hofstodum i Myvatnssveit fra 1991 og
stjornadi fornleifarannsdkn vié Tjarnargotu
sumarid 1999 4 vegum Alpingis. Ha4n er
medstjornandi vid fornleifauppgroft i
Skalholti sem na stendur yfir og hefur fra
1990 unnid ad urvinnslu uppgraftargagna fra
Storuborg.

Orri Vésteinsson (f. 1967) er fornleifa-
freedingur fra Fornleifastofnun Lunduna-
haskola en hefur auk pess doktorsprof i sagn-
fraedi fra sama skola. Hann hefur setid i
stjorn Fornleifastofnunar fra 1995 og var
forstodumadur Rannsokna- og kennslusvids
hennar 1995-2002. Hann hefur tekid patt i

uppgroftum & islandi, i Bretlandi og Japan
fra 1984 og hefur verid medstjornandi forn-
leifarannsokna a Hofstédum i Myvatnssveit
fra 1992, Adalstraeti og Gasum fra 2001 og i
Skalholti fra 2002. Hann stjornadi fornleifa-
rannsokn i Nesi vid Seltjorn 1995-1996, a
Nedra Asi i Hjaltadal 1998-1999, bingvéllum
1999, Sveigakoti i Myvatnssveit fra 1998 auk
ymissa minni verkefna. Hann er ritstjori
Stéruborgarrannsdkna fra 1997. Orri er
skipadur heidursprofessor i fornleifafraedi
vid mannfradideild City University of New
York og tok vid stédu lektors i fornleifafraedi
vid Haskéla islands arié 2002.

STARFSFOLK

Barbara Gudnadottir (f. 1969) er med MA
gradu i samanburdabokmenntum fra Ludwig-
Maximilians  haskolanum i  Minchen,
pyskalandi. Barbara hefur séd um utgafu-,
kynningar- og fraedslumal stofnunarinnar
sidan 2001 og verid verkefnisstjori midlunar-

og fraedsluverkefna stofnunarinnar, m.a.

verkefnisins Midlun menningarsogulegra
upplysinga og fradsluverkefnisins, Skalholt
2002-2007. Barbara hefur aflad sér pekkingar
a vefsmidum og Utlitshonnun og sér um smidi
og ritstjorn vefsidu Fornleifastofnunar.
Helsta ahugasvid hennar eru menningar-
tengsl og midlun menningarupplysinga.

Achaeology at the University of Iceland and
was Head of Research and Training at the FSi
1995-2002. Also he is an Adjunct member of
the Doctoral Faculty at the Graduate School,
City University of New York. Orri finished his
MA in Archaeology at the Institute of
Archaeology- UCL, and PhD in History, UCL.
He has participated in research in the UK,

Japan and Iceland, and directed many exca-
vation, survey and publication projects in
Iceland since 1989. He is the author of The
Christianization of Iceland, and his main
research interests are: Social and economi-
cal history of medieval Iceland, Church his-
tory and settlement patterns.

STAFF

Barbara H. Gudnadottir, Project Manager.
Born 1969. MA in Literature, Ludwig-
Maximilians-Universitat, Munich. Gudnadottir
has worked as a project manager for various
outreach programmes and has special train-
ing and extensive experience as a tourist
guide in Iceland. She is Head of Publication
and Outreach at the FSI since 2001 and is the
Project Manager of the MMU project and of
the outreach part of the Skalholt project.
Barbara takes care of the Institutes website,
design and editing. Her main interests are
Intercultural Studies and the Communication

of Cultural Information.

Birna Larusdottir, BA in Icelandic Studies,
MA ( in spe) in Archaeology at the Univ. of
Iceland. Born 1976. Larusdottir has worked
at the FSi since 1999 on various survey and
excavation projects. Research interests:
Place-names, history of landuse and agricul-
ture and structures in the outfield.

Colleen Batey, finds Manager at the FSi
since 2002. Born 1956. BA Hons Degree
(1978) and PhD (1984) in Archaeology at



Birna Larusdéttir (f. 1976) er med BA gradu
i islensku og vinnur na ad MA verkefni i forn-
leifafraedi vid Haskola islands. Birna hefur
unnid hja Fornleifastofnun sidan 1999. Hun
hefur unnié vid fornleifaskraningu og upp-
grefti. Helsta ahugasvid hennar eru ornefni,
landbunadarsaga og mannvirki i Gthogum.

Colleen Batey (f. 1956) hof storf sem gripa-
sérfradingur hja Fornleifastofnun 2002. Hun
lauk BA profi (Hons.) 1978 og doktorsprofi
fra haskolanum i Durham. Sérfradisvid
Colleen eru munir fra vikingatima. Han hefur
unnid sem safnvordur hja safninu i Glasgow
og kennt vid University College i London og
haskoélann i Glasgow. Helstu ahugasvid hennar
eru gripagreining vikingatima, greftrunar-
sidir og vistfraedilegar fornleifarannsoknir.
Colleen hefur verid félagi i Institute of Field
Archaeologists fra 1984 og medstjornandi i
veigamiklum rannsoknarverkefnum i Freswick

Links, Caithness og Tintagel kastala i
Cornwall.
Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir (f. 1975) hefur

unnid hja Fornleifastofnun sidan 1996. Hun
er med BA gradu i mannfraedi og vinnur nd ad
MA verkefni i fornleifafraedi vid Haskola
islands. Elin er deildarstjori skraningar-
deildar og hefur unnid vid fornleifaskraningu
og ymis uppgraftarverkefni. Helsta
ahugasvid hennar er proun adferda i forn-
leifaskraningu og rannsoknir a sorvistolum.

Gavin Lucas (f. 1965) hefur unnid vid forn-
leifarannsoknir & islandi fra 1989. Megin-
ahugasvid hans eru adferdafraedi forn-
leifafraedinnar og kennileg fornleifafraedi,
en hann hefur ritad um pau efni bakur og
fjolda timaritsgreina. Hann er jafnframt sér-
fraedingur i leirkerum fra seinni 6ldum. Hann
hefur mikla uppgraftarreynslu fra Englandi,
Tyrklandi, islandi og vidar, og nytur vaxandi
vidurkenningar sem einn efnilegasti fraedi-
madur Breta & svidi kennilegrar forn-
leifafreedi. Hann hof storf sem adstodar-
forstodumadur hja Fornleifastofnun i mai
arid 2002 og er einn af verkefnisstjorum
uppgraftar i Skalholti sem na stendur yfir.
Hann hefur stjornad fornleifaskolanum fra

Durham University. Artefact expert, Dr.
Batey is an authority on Viking artefacts, she
has worked as Curator of Archaeology at
Glasgow Museums, and lecturer in
Archaeology at the University of Leeds, lec-
turer in Medieval Archaeology at University
College, London and is currently part-time
lecturer in Archaeology at the University of
Glasgow. Research interests: Viking Age
artefacts, burials and environmental archae-
ology. Member of the Institute of Field
Archaeologists since 1984 and Co- Director
of major research projects at Freswick
Links, Caithness and Tintagel Castle,
Cornwall.

Elin Osk Hreidarsdottir, Archaeological
Survey Manager, BA in anthropology, MA (in
spe) in Archaeology at the Univ. of Iceland.
Born 1975. Hreidarsdottir has worked at the
FSi on various survey and excavation proj-
ects since 1996. Research interest: Methods
in archaeological survey, Viking age beads.

Gavin Lucas, Assistant Director (since May,

2002), has a first Class BA Honours in 1988
from Institute of Archaeology, London, PhD
in Archaeology in 1995 from University of
Cambridge. Born 1965. Editor of the journal
Archaeologia Islandica, an international
journal on Icelandic archaeology since 1998.
Lucas has participated in various excava-
tions in the UK, Italy, Turkey, S. Africa and
Iceland. He was Project Officer at the
Cambridge Archaeological Unit for 6 years,
involving archaeological mitigation for com-
mercial projects relating to construction or
development work. Lucas is site director for
the Viking farmstead of Hofstadir and the
Episcopal Centre of Skalholt. He is the
author of Critical Approaches to Fieldwork.
Historical and Contemporary Archaeological
Practice. Routledge 2001. Research inter-
ests: Theory and method in archaeology and
the archaeology of the modern world.

Helgi Bragason, photographer, Master of
Photography at Reykjavik Polytechnic
(Idnskolinn i Reykjavik). Born 1958) Head of
FSi Photographic Dept. since 1995.




1998 og er ritstjori Archaeologia islandica.
Gavin lauk doktorsnami arid 1995 fra
Cambridge haskdla, par sem hann starfadi a
arunum 1996-2002 vid stjornun uppgrafta.
Einnig tok hann patt i uppgrefti i Catalhoyik
a Tyrklandi 1996 og 1997. Gavin er um pessar
mundir ad skrifa bok um timahugtakid i forn-
leifafraedi fyrir ritrodina ,,Routledge Series
Themes in Archaeology*.

Helgi Bragason (f. 1958), ljosmyndari er med
meistaragradu i josmyndun fra Idnskolanum
i Reykjavik. Helgi hefur verid yfirmadur ljos-
myndadeildar stofnunarinnar fra 1995.

Hildur  Gestsdottir (f. 1972) forn-
meinafradingur lauk BA profi (Hons.) i forn-
leifafraedi fra haskolanum i Nottingham 1994
og MS i beinafraedi og fornmeinafradi fra
haskdélanum i Bradford 1998. Hildur hefur
tekid patt i fornleifauppgréftum & islandi,
Bretlandi og i Kenia. HUn hefur tekid patt i
fjolmorgum verkefnum Fornleifastofnunar,
m.a. fornleifauppgroftum og mannabeina-
rannsoknum. Hun hefur stjornad uppgrefti

kirkjugardsins a Hofstodum og stjoérnad
arvinnslu gagna eftir uppgroft. Hildur hefur
unnid fyrir Bath Archaeological Trust a
Englandi, Exeter Archaeology, Pjodminjasafn
islands og pjéodminjasafnid i Wales. Hun
hefur einnig mikla reynslu af manna-
beinarannsoknum, en paer hefur han gert
fyrir Fornleifastofnun fra 1997, fyrir
Pjodminjasafnid, Bath Archaeological Trust a
Englandi, Exeter Archaeology (Englandi),
Cornwall Archaeological Unit (Englandi) og
Somerset County Council (Englandi). Helsta
ahugasvid Hildar eru fornmeinarannsoknir.

Howell Magnus Roberts (f. 1968) forn-
leifafraedingur, er yfirmadur uppgraftarsvids
Fornleifastofnunar. Hann er med BA gradu i
klassiskum fraedum og fornleifafraedi fra
haskolanum i Liverpool og hefur starfad sem
fornleifafraedingur sidan 1993. Howell er
medlimur 1 AIFA (Institute of Field
Archaeologists). Howell tok patt i uppgrefti
a Bessastédum 1996, Geirsstodum i
Hréarstungu og Hofstodum i Myvatnssveit
1996 og 1997, var verkstjori vid uppgroft a
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(Hons.) in Archaeology from Univ. of
Nottingham 1994, and MSc in Osteology,
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in Iceland, UK and Kenya. She has partici-
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ological excavations, as excavator and
supervisor, as well as post-excavation pro-
cessing and report writing experience (1995-
present), both commercial and research
sites. She has worked for Bath
Archaeological Trust, England, Exeter
Archaeology, England, National Museum of
Iceland and National Museum of Wales. Also,
extensive experience in analysis of archaeo-
logical human remains (1997-present) for
the FSi, National Museum of Iceland, Bath
Archaeological Trust (England), Exeter
Archaeology (England), Cornwall

Archaeological Unit (England) and Somerset
County Council (England). Research interest:
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tions and smaller projects. Roberts is direc-
tor of excavations for the Gasir and
Pingvellir Millennium projects. Research



Nedra Asi 1998, & Hofstédum 1998-2001, i
Adalstraeti 2001 og er verkstjori vid uppgroft
a Gasum i Eyjafirdi og a pingvollum sem nu
standa yfir. Howell var adstodarmadur vid
arvinnslu Stoéruborgargagna veturinn 1997-
1998. Fyrir utan uppgraftarreynslu & islandi
hefur Howell vidtaeka reynslu af verkstjorn i
bjorgunaruppgrefti i Bretlandi og reynslu af
visindarannsoknum og uppgrefti i Quatar,
Noregi og Frakklandi. Helsta ahugasvid
Howells er adferdafraedi fornleifafraedinnar
og husagerd a jarnold.

Oscar Aldred (f. 1972) er med BA gradu i
klassiskum fraedum og fornleifafredi fra
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Sidan 1995 hefur Oscar unnid fyrir faghopa
og beajaryfirvold vid fornleifauppgrefti,
stjornad rannsoknum og verkefnum sem luta
ad stjornun og skipulagi menningararfsins og
séd um safnvorslu hja Historic Environment i
Somerset & Englandi. Adur en Oscar kom til
starfa hja stofnuninni lauk hann rannsoéknar-
verkefni fyrir English Heritage, sem laut ad

pvi ad kortleggja sogulegt menningarlands-
lag. Oscar hefur sérhaeft sig i tolvunotkun i
fornleifafraedi, sérstaklega hvad vidkemur
uppsetningu og stjornun gagnagrunna og
landfraedikerfa. Oscar hefur unnid hja
Fornleifastofnun sidan 1999 og hefur umsjon
med stafreenum midlunarverkefnum. Hann
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rannsoknum, einkum vidhaldspréoun og
menningarlandslagi.

Ragnar Edvardsson (f. 1964) er forn-
leifafradingur og teiknari. Ragnar lauk BA
gradu i latinu og sogu fra Haskéla islands, MA
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UCL i London og vinnur n( ad doktorsritgerd
vid CUNY haskélann i New York. Ragnar hefur
tekid patt i fjolda rannsdknarverkefna i
Skotlandi og & islandi og hefur mikla upp-
graftarreynslu. Ragnar hefur unnid fyrir
Fornleifastofnun fra 1996. Hann hefur
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Seedis Gunnarsdottir (f. 1973) er sagn-
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margvislegum skrifstofustorfum, starfadi
m.a. hja Orkustofnun og hja Stefi. Helstu
ahugasvid Olafar eru Gtivist, gonguferdir og
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Arena. Verndun og kynning stafranna gagna
um fornleifafraedi i Evropu.

MMU. Midlun menningarsogulegra upplys-
inga.
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heidi, FS176-02071, Reykjavik.

- Fornleifaskrdning i Grimsnesi Ill, FS164-
99063, Reykjavik.
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FS175-02061, Reykjavik.

Gudrun Alda Gisladottir og Birna
Larusdottir, Menningarminjar i
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Framvinduskyrsla/ Interim Report, Gavin
Lucas (ritstj.), 38-42.
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Report of the 2001 excavation of the skali
at Skallakot, Archaeological investiga-
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Newton, Anthony og Dugmore, Andrew,
Report on Tephrochronological and
Landscape Change Fieldwork 2001,
Hofstadir 2001. Framvinduskyrsla/Interim

Report, Gavin Lucas (ritstj.), 65-66.
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Oscar Aldred, Area A, Hofstadir 2001.
Framvinduskyrsla/Interim Report, Gavin
Lucas (ritstj.), 16-24.
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