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Fornleifarannsoknir i Vatnsfiroi. Yfirlit 2003-2012

Gardar Gudmundsson

Inngangur

Ari® 2012 var tiunda ar rannsékna i Vatnsfirdi vié Isafjardardjup. Rannséknirnar eru eitt
af fjdoImoérgum verkefnum sem adilar sem standa ad félaginu Vestfirdir & middldum vinna
ad. Markmid félagsins er ad studla ad rannséknum a ségu og menningu Vestfjarda a
middldum og skjota styrkum stodum undir menningartengda ferdapjonustu i héradinu.
Ad félaginu standa Byggdasafn Vestfjarda, Sudavikurhreppur, Fornleifastofnun islands
ses, Haskolasetur Vestfijarda & Isafirdi, Haskdli Islands, Atvinnupréunarfélag
Vestfirdinga, Osldarhaskoli, North Atlantic Biocultural Organization (NABO),
International Polar Year Program, Northern Science and Education Centre, City
University of New York (CUNY) og Haskdlinn i Aberdeen. Félagid Vestfirdir @ midoldum
stendur m.a. fyrir radstefnuhaldi, utgafu a freediritum og fraedsluefni og umfangsmiklum
fornleifarannsoknum. | pessu stutta yfirliti er gerd grein fyrir rannséknum & fornleifum.
Sumarid 2005 barst verkefninu gédur lidsauki pvi Fornleifaskolinn, sem Fornleifastofnun
og NABO hoféu starfreekt i Myvatnssveit fra arinu 1997 til arsins 2004 flutti sig um set,
kom sér upp beekistodvum i Reykjanesi og vard patttakandi i rannséknunum vid

isafjardardjup. Verkefnid hefur verid styrkt m.a. af Alpingi og Fornleifasjédi.

Yfirlit rannsdkna

Fyrsti afangi fornleifarannsoknanna folst i pvi ad taka saman yfirlit yfir fornleifar a
Vestfjoroum og stddu fornleifarannsdkna i peim tilgangi ad meta hvada minjaflokka og
stadi vaeri heppilegast ad hefja rannsoknir 4. Hefur samantektin verid birt i Arsriti
Sogufélags Isfirdingal, en medal markverdustu minjastada héradsins er Vatnsfjéréur
vid isafjardardjip, enda er hann med helstu ségustada héradsins. Var pvi akvedid ad

leggja sérstaka aherslu a athuganir par. Andrea S. Hardardoéttir sagnfreedingur hefur

! Adolf Fridriksson (2003). ,Fornleifar & Vestfjoréum.” Arsrit Sogufélags isfirdinga 43: 43-51.
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teki® saman sogulegt yfirlit og safnad helstu heimildum um Vatnsfjord og busetu par.2
Ragnar Edvardsson fornleifafraeedingur skradi fornleifar i Vatnsfirdi og fann 52 fornleifar
a jordinni. Er nu fengid gott yfirlit yfir pekktar og synilegar minjar i Vatnsfirdi.3 Ragnar
stjornadi jafnframt forkdnnun a baejarstaedi Vatnsfjardar sumarid 2003. Grafnir voru
nokkrir kdnnunarskurdir, sem m.a. leiddu i ljos ad fornleifar i baejarhdl og tuni eru vel
vardveittar og akjosanlegt rannséknarefni. | taninu fundust jafnframt leifar skala med
langeldi fyrir midju.4

Arid 2004 var rannsokn haldid afram a skalaleifum, en paer eru um 100 m nordan vid
gamla baejarhdlinn®. Uppgraftarsvaedid var 70 fermetrar ad steerd, en reyndust
mannvistarlég hvergi dypri en 20 sentimetrar. Minjarnar voru adeins nokkra sentimetra
undir yfirbordi. Skalinn er um 16 m langur og 6 m breidur ad innanmali og snyr nordur-
sudur.

Arid 2005 var uppgraftarsvaedid steekkad verulega til austurs, eda um i 310 fermetra.
Sudaustast a sveedinu fundust leifar litillar byggingar sem voru rannsakadar undir stjérn
Karen Milek. i ljos kom ad husi® hefur liklega veri® smidja sem gaeti hafa ordid eldi ad
brad. Rannsoknir & fornum beaejum 4 islandi hafa gjarnan takmarkast vid hasin sjalf. Hér
var radist i pa nyjung ad grafa fram og rannsaka opin svaedi utan husa. Ad pessu sinni
var svaedid milli skala og smidju opnad og til nordurs a méts vid nordurgafl skala. bar
komu fram aberandi, trodkud mannvistarldg, svo sem veenta matti, en athyglisvert var
ad sja ad par leyndust einnig sodhola og tvo litil eldstaedi. Liklega hefur eldamennska
verid stundud utandyra og ma vera ad pessi nidurstada kalli & frekari athuganir a
athéfnum félks utandyra ad fornu en hingad til hefur verid gert. betta ar — 2005 — vard

verkefni® vidameira. Fornleifaskélinn var fluttur fra Myvatni til Vatnsfjaréar og 11

2 Andrea S. Hardardottir (2003). ,Vatnsfjéréur vid Djup.* Vatnsfiordur vid isafjardardjip. Rannsoknir
sumarid 2003. Adolf Fridriksson and Torfi H. Tulinius. Reykjavik, Fornleifastofnun islands. FS213-03092:
10-14.

3 Ragnar Edvardsson (2003). ,Fornleifaskraning i Vatnsfirdi vid isafjardardjup sumarié 2003. Vatnsfjérdur
vid isafjardardjup. Rannséknir sumarid 2003....s. 15-29.

* Ragnar Edvardsson (2003). ,Fornleifarannsokn i Vatnsfirdi 2003.“ Vatnsfiordur vid isafjardardjup.
Rannsoknir sumarid 2003. ...s. 30-47.

‘f’ Sbr. Ragnar Edvardsson (2004). Fornleifarannsokn i Vatnsfirdi vid isafjardardjap 2004. Fornleifastofnun
Islands. Reykjavik.
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nemendur vida ad ur heiminum stundudu nam i uppgraftartaekni undir leidsdgn kennara.
pa baettist vid nyr rannsdknarpattur par sem 16gd er ahersla a ad kanna stadhaetti i pvi
augnmidi ad varpa ljési a uppruna og préun byggdar i Vatnsfirdi. Landslagsathuganir
eru nyleg en ort vaxandi grein innan fornleifafreedi en par eru minjar og landslag skodad
i stadfraedilegu samhengi. Einnig var byrjad a verkefni sem lytur ad pvi ad rannsaka
friosemi jardvegs og hvernig honum er vidhaldi® med aburdi. Vonir standa til ad med
slikum rannsdéknum verdi haegt meta grasnytjar og hagvoxt jardarinnar og hvada patt
jardnytjar tunsins attu i vexti og framgangi busins.

Arid 2006 var opnad enn steerra sveedi vid skalann og prjar nyjar byggingar komu i ljos
— allar fra vikingadld. bPa hofust einnig rannsoknir a baejarhél Vatnsfjardar en pangad er
talid ad beerinn hafi verid fluttur i dndverdu og par st6d hann fram a 20. 6ld. Par fundust
vel vardveittar leifar seinasta torfbaejar Vatnsfjardar. Auk pess voru grafnir
konnunarskurdir til ad kanna dypt og umfang baejarhdlsins i pvi augnmidi ad afmarka og
stadsetja rannsdknarsvaedi framtidarinnar. Fornleifaskdlinn var starfreektur afram og 17
nemendur og 2 sjalfbodalidar fra ymsum I6ndum séttu hann; fra Noregi, Danmérku,
Englandi, Skotlandi, irlandi, Frakklandi, Bandarikjunum, Kanada, Astraliu og Nyja-
Sjalandi.

Sumarid 2007 kom enn ein rust i ljés a vikingaaldarsveedinu og var hafinn uppgroftur a
henni auk pess sem loki® var vid ad grafa fram minjar sem fundust sumari® & undan. A
baejarhdlnum var opnad um rumlega 400 fm2 svaedi og austari hluti yngsta torfbaejarins
i Vatnsfirdi afhjupadur. Sa beer for i gegnum umtalsverdar breytingar fra pvi hann var
byggdur 1884 og par til hann lauk hlutverki sinu i gerbreyttri mynd a 6. aratug sidustu
aldar, pa sem skemma og smidja. Einnig voru gerdar vionamsmeelingar a hélnum til ad
kanna edli, pykkt og umfang mannvistarlaganna. Landslagsrannsoknir héldu afram,
gengid var um Vatnfjardardal og minjar skradar, en einnig var landslagid skodad af sjo,
siglingaleidir farnar og mid skodud. Pa voru adsteedur til pess ad gera rannsoéknir a
sjavarstédubreytingum kannadar, einnig tekin syni ur seti i votnum til ad kanna
jardvegspykknun, gjéskuldg, grédurfar og loftlagsbreytingar.

Sem fyrr voru nemendur vida ad, 15 talsins auk 4 sjalfbodalida, meistara- og

doktorsnemar sem vinna jafnframt aé sinum rannséknum.



Sumarid 2008. Grafid var i 4 vikur i Vatnsfirdi, fra 7. juli til 1. agust. Rannsodknirnar
hofust viku fyrr eda 28. juni en pa voru snid i nidurgrofnum leekjarfarvegi vestantil i
baejarh6inum kénnud af préfessor lan A. Simpson jardvegsfraedingi vid Stirling haskéla i
Skotlandi og nemendum hans. Tekin voru syni ur mismunandi mannvistarlogum til ad fa
hugmynd um eldsneytisnotkun i gegnum aldirnar. Einnig voru tekin syni til C14
aldursgreiningar og syna pau ad elstu minjar i baejarhdinum eru fra pvi i kringum 1000
(sja skyrslu Simon Parkin, Stuart Morison og lan A. Simpson). Sem fyrr styrdi Gardar
Gudmundsson fornleifafreedingur verkefninu en fornleifafraeedingarnir Gudrun Alda
Gisladottir og Uggi Avarsson stjornudu uppgreftinum og unnu urvinnslu auk Asridar
Daxbdck. Auk pess unnu a beejarh6lnum meistaranemi i fornvistfreedi, Véronique
Forbes fra Haskolanum i Laval, Quebeck. Hun sa um ad taka skordyrasyni og vinna ar
peim (sja skyrslu) og Gunnhildur Gardarsdoéttir sem vann sitt 3 sumar sem grafari.
Markmidid rannséknarinnar nu var ad afhjupa sidasta torfhusid a baejarhélnum og hefja
rannsokn a pvi og hafa pau markmid nad fram ad ganga. Hus petta (kallad mannvirki
7500) var byggt arid 1884 en rifid ad storum hluta 1907 pegar timburhus med
nidurgrofnum kjallara var byggt sudvestan pess. Leifar pessa huss fra 1907 ma nuna
sja i sudvesturhorni uppgraftarsvaedisins. Ljost er eftir sumarid 2008 ad mannvirki 7500
var margoft breytt a sinni stuttu aevi. begar 1907 husid var byggt var hid eldra rifid ad
stérum hluta, sennilega til ad nyta grjot og vidi ur pvi. Eftir stéd adeins austasta husid og
pad afram notad fram a midja 20. 6ld sem smidja og geymsla.
Fjoldi gripa fundust og mun peir asamt dyrabeinum (matarleifar), jurta- og
skordyraleifum segja sina sdgu og saman mun rannsokn sérfreedinga a pessum
minjaflokkum gefa okkur mynd af lifshlaupi og hattum manna i Vatnsfirdi og
endurspegla lif a reisilegum bae a Vestfjoréoum i lok 19. aldar og i byrjun peirrar 20.
Sumarid 2009 er aesetlad ad mannvirki 7500 verda kannad afram og markmidid er ad
reyna ad ljuka peirri rannsokn og komast nidur a eldri minjar. Fyrsti hluti
fornleifauppgraftarins & bagjarhélnum yrdi pa langt kominn i lok uppgraftar-timabilsins
20009.
Nordur i tuninu, um 100 metra fra uppgreftinum a baejarh6lnum, fara fram rannsoknir a
fyrstu busetu i Vatnsfirdi, minjum fra 10. 6ld. A vikingaaldarsvaedinu stjérnadi Karem
Milek uppgreftri auk pess ad vera skolastjéri Fornleifaskdlans sem nu var starfreektur
8



fijoréa arid i ro6d i Vatnsfirdi. Med Karenu unnu fornleifafraedingarnir Astrid Daxbock, sem
einnig bar hitann og pungann af innslaetti gagna fra Vatnsfirdi, og Ramona Harrison,
sem einnig sa um rannsokn a dyrabeinum og ad kenna pau fraedi i Fornleifaskélanum.
Sveaedid var staekkad umtalsvert og nu var aherslan 10gd a “utisvaedi’, svaedid austan vid
adal rustasveedid. | ljos komu visbendingar um mikil umsvif m.a. tvaer djupar og
umfangsmiklar eldaholur fullar af eldasteinum og kolum. Einnig kom i ljés reefill af
byggingu austast & svaedinu og par i hruni perla fra Vikingadld. Auk pess voru grafnir
tveir konnunarskurdir i veenlegar pustir nordan skalans og i peim fundust
mannvistarleifar sem rannsakadar voru 2009 (sja hér ad nedan)..
Sem fyrr foru fram landshattarannsoknir i Vatnsfirdi, af sjé og landi og skraning a
fornleifum i Vatnsfjardardal og nagrenni.
Sumarid 2009. Gridarmikill arangur vard a badum uppgraftarsvaedum i Vatnsfirdi.
Vikingaaldarsveedi: Nu sa fyrir endann a rannséknum a vikingaaldarsveedi, adeins atti
eftir ad klara eitt hus og kanna tvo sveedi. Stefnt var ad pvi ad ljuka uppgreftri par og
hefja urvinnslu af krafti, sem mun enda med heildarutgafu ar rannsoknarnidurstédum
svaedisins asamt landslags- og umhverfisrannsoknum.
Beejarhdll: Pad markmid ad kanna og grafa yngsta torfbeeinn i Vatnsfirdi nadist ad
mestu. Ljost er ad sa beer for i gegnum miklar breytingar a sidasta skeidi sinu.
Rannsoknin hefur leitt i [jos ad beaerinn, sem var reistur arid 1884, var byggdur utan i og
a grunni eldri baejarhusa og hluti eldri husa notud afram samtimis peim yngri. Pad hefur
synt sig ad byggingarsaga beejarhdla er flokin og skil milli byggingarstiga oft ekki skorp.
Sifellt var veri® ad endurbyggja; laga veggi, fylla upp i rymi og hlutar af eldri
byggingarstigum nytt i pau yngri t.d. 6flugir inn-og utveggir en auk pess lika tekid
hledslugrjét ur eldri byggingarstigum og endurnytt i nyrri. Mikid safn dyrabeina fannst i
herbergi sem haféi verid fyllt af dsku og urgangi eftir ad fyrra hlutverki pess lauk. Minna
magn af gripum fannst sé midéad vid undanfarin ar enda var adallega unnid i
byggingarleifum en ekki yfirbords- og ruslalogum.
Auk uppgraftarins pa var landslagsrannséknum framhaldid og voru medal annars tekin
borkjarnasyni ur neerliggjandi vatni, Sveinshusavatni, til ad freista pess ad fa hugmyndir
um soOgu sjavarstdodu i Vatnsfirdi sem getur gefid visbendingar um forségulegt landslag
og e.t.v. varpad ljési a athafnir mannsins vid sjavarsiduna. ba voru tekin viétol vid
9



Vatnsfirdinga og i heimsokn kom folk af svaedinu sem gat freett okkur um sogu
jardarinnar og umhverfisins a 20. 6ld. Allt er petta akkur fyrir pjodhattafraedilegan patt
rannsoknarinnar. Sem fyrr komu ad rannsokninni fjéldi manns (sja yfirlit yfir starfsemi
fornleifaskdlans i fylgiskjali); med sérpekkingu & greinum innan fornleifafreedi;
gripafraedi, beinafraedi, skordyrafraedi, plontufraedi og dérformgerdarfraedi, svo eitthvad sé
nefnt. Fjélmargir gestir komu m.a. Allison Bain skolastjéri vettvangs-fornleifaskola
Lavalhaskola i Qebeck i Kanada og préfessor vid haskolann par. Han vann vid uppgroft
i nokkra daga vid hlid nemenda sinna. Pa vann Dr. Peter Langdon fra haskélanum i
Southampton med nemendum i viku. Adrir gestir og fyrirlesarar eru tiundadir i fylgiskjali
um starfsemi fornleifaskolans.
Atak var gert i kynningarmalum & stadnum og fjélmoérg skilti reist med upplysingum a
islensku og ensku um umhverfi, jardfredi, natturufar og sidast en ekki sist sdgu
stadarins og helstu nidurstddur uppgraftarins. Sem fyrr var prentadur
upplysingabaeklingur fyrir ferdamenn a islensku, ensku, pysku og doénsku, og dreift i
soluskala vida um land. ba var ad venju opinn dagur, svokalladur, einn laugardaginn.
Samkomulag hefur verid um pad milli kennara, starfsmanna og nemenda i Vatnsfirdi ad
vinna einn laugardag i pessu augnmidi. Til okkar |6gdu leid sina fjoldi manns (milli 40 og
50) i blidskaparvedri og gengu um svaedid og fengu leidsdgn og fraedslu.
Sumarid 2010. Vikingaaldarsveedid: A vikingaaldasveedinu var lokid vid ad grafa fram
litid jardhus og par med rannsokn a sidasta mannvirkinu a vikingaldarsvaedinu. Jardhus
betta er pad nsestminnsta sem grafid hefur verid fram & islandi, adeins 3x2 m ad
innanmali. | husinu hefur veri® bekkur og i pvi fannst m.a. steinn med gati ur mjukum
sandsteini, sem geeti verid kljasteinn og bent til ad par hafi verid vefstadur. Auk pessa
voru grafnir allnokkrir kdnnunarskurdir a sveedinu i leit ad vikingaldarminjum og svaedid
telst nu allvel kannad.
Beejarhdllinn: A basjarhélnum var haldid afram rannséknum & fléknum byggdaleifum
baejarhusasamstaedu par sem sifellt hefur takid breytingum i aranna ras.
Mikid magn gripa hefur fundist i herbergjum beejarhisanna og i lok sumars var komid
talsvert magn af 17. aldar leirkerum, ofnum og prjonudum efnispjotlum og vidargripum.
Markvert er ad nokkrir veggir, sem kalla ma stofnveggi innan baejarhusanna og eru
gridarlega miklir ad umfangi og gerd, allt ad priggja metra breidir, virdast vera mun eldri
10



en talid var. Veggir pessir eru i herbergjum sem hafa verid i notkun a.m.k. fra 17. dld og
allt fram til 1900. Upp ad veggjunum ad utan la pykkt gjéskulag sem er ur Heklugosi arid
1693 og virdist eina gjéskulagid sem barst vestur i Djup i pvi magni ad pad er vel
greinanlegt.

Litid vitad um byggingargerd og endurbyggingar baejarhusa a vestfioroum.
Nordanlands, par sem loftslag er purrt og kalt er pad talin pumalputtaregla ad torfveggi
pyrfti ad endurbyggja @ um 100 ara fresti en 60 ara fresti sunnanlands par sem
veetusamara er og veggir funudu hradar.® Vestfirskir grjét og torfveggir virdast mun
lifseigari og ef deema ma utfra veggjum i baejarhusum Vatnsfjardar pa geta peir ennst i
nokkur hundrud ar med godu vidhaldi.

pPar sem baejarhdlauppgreftir eru langtimaverkefni voru pvi verkefninu reistar nokkrar
afangavordur a leid aftur i timann. Fyrsti afangi midadi ad rannsoknum a yngstu
baejarhusunum fra 19. og 20. 6ld og nadist hann ad mestu 2010, utan pess ad enn atti
eftir ad fjarleegja nokkur mannvistarlog og veggi sydst & uppgraftarsveedinu sem
tilheyrdu pessu yngsta byggingarskeidi baejarhisanna. i lok uppgraftartimabilsins 2010
var pvi ljost ad naesti afangi rannséknanna var farinn ad taka a sig mynd, p.e. torfbaerinn
sem var i notkun fra 17. 6ld og fram til 1884, pegar yngsti hluti torfbaejarins var reistur.
Ljost var ad veggir eldra byggingarstigsins voru notadir sem undirstodur fyrir veggi yngri
baejarins. Landslagsrannséknum var fram haldid i Vatnsfirdi og fornleifaskraning fér
fram innan tuns a baejum i Vatnsfjardardal (Vatnsfirdi, Vatnsfjardarseli, Midhusum,
Halshusum og Sveinhusum). Fornleifarnar voru fjolbreyttar, baedi hvad vardar gerd og
aldur. Skradar voru minjar allt fra Vikingadld fram & 20. 4ld, allt fra eydibylum og
selstédum langt inni til heida ad hjollum og verbudum vid sjavarsiduna. Fornleifarnar
voru i mjog misjofnu asigkomulagi, sumar eru i haettu m.a. vegna abudar og
uppblasturs, adrar standa grénar a fafornum stodum par sem fatt ognar peim.
Landslagsrannséknir og fornleifaskraning veita fjdlmargar upplysingar t.d. um tengsl
milli basja, samband vid héfudbdl og landnytingu (s.s. torfskurd og beitiland). Afram voru
tekin vidtol vid stadkunnuga og eru pau gulls igildi.

Sem fyrr var fornleifaskolinn starfreektur og hann séttu 11 nemendur ad pessu sinni.

‘,3 Orri Vésteinsson. 2010. 'On Farm Mounds’. Archaeologica Islandica 8. Reykjavik, Fornleifastofnun
Islands, 13-40, hér, 21.
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Eins og undanfarid var haldinn opinn dagur i Vatnsfirdi og sotti fjoldi manns stadinn
heim og hefur fjoldinn fari® vaxandi ar fra ari.
Sumarido 2011 Hafist var handa vid lokaurvinnslu gagna fra Vikingaaldarsveedinu og
munu nidurstédur koma Ut & bok, ni azetlad 2015. A baejarhdinum var rannséknum
haldid afram og var markmidid ad fjarleegja mannvistarldg sem tilheyréu yngsta
torfbaenum. Undir lok uppgraftartimabilsins var farin ad koma skyrari mynd & eldri
baejarhus og virdist vera um ad reeda deemigerdan gangabee.

Sumarid 2008 hoféu komid i 1jos leifar ibudarhussins fra 1907 sem var rifid um
1970, i sudvesturhorni uppgraftarsveedisins. Grafin haféi verid djup gryfja, nidur i
ohreyfd jardlog, og leifum kjallara hussins rutt ofan i hana. Gryfjan var teemd og kom pa
i lj6s ageetis snid i gegnum baejarhdlinn sem gefur géda hugmynd um pykkt
mannvistarlaga. Virdast pau vera ad minnsta kosti um 70 cm pykk. | gryfjunni kom
jafnframt i ljés 6skuhaugur sem grafinn var upp ad hluta og bendir frumgreining gripa,
sem i honum fundust, til pess ad hann sé fra middldum, en nanari aldursgreiningar
munu leida pad betur i ljés.
i &r vann hluti starfslidsins i Vatnsfirdi einnig ad rannséknum & minjum medfram strénd
Vatnsfjardar. Voru grafnir nokkrir kdnnunarskurdir i mannvirki par og a grundvelli
nidurstadna ar peim var valin ein rust til frekari rannsékna. Rustin er talin hafa verid
naust og var rannsékn hennar lokid petta sama sumar. Fornleifaskoli var sem fyrr
starfreektur i ar og sottu hann niu nemar ad pessu sinni. ba voru til adstodar tveir
sjalfbodalidar sem adur hoféu sott fornleifaskolann og voru nu ad heyja sér efnivid i
doktorsverkefni i fornleifafraedi. Landshattarannséknir sem hafa verid stundadar i
Vatnsfirdi undanfarin ar voru med minna moéti en nidurstédur peirra verdur ein af
uppistodum doktorsritgerdar Oscars Aldred, en hann hefur ad® mestu séd um
landshattarannséknir i Vatnsfirdi. Nemendur fengu kennslu i pessum freedum og nutu
leidsagnar Oscars.
Hinn arvissi opni dagur var haldinn laugardaginn 13. agust og komu um 100 gestir og
nutu leidsagnar fornleifafreedinga um rannsoknarsvaedid.
Sumarid 2012 var uppgraftartimabilid var 4 vikur, fra 25. jani - 20. jali. Arid 2011 var allt
uppgraftarsvaedid vestan kjallarans (sem buinn var til 1884), komid a sama timabil, 17.
old, og heillegur gangabeer fra peim tima farin ad taka a sig mynd. bvi var akvedid ad
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kuvenda gdmlum verkazetlunum um ad vardveita leifar yngsta hluta torfbaejarins (sem
reistur var 1884). Eftir pvi sem verkinu vatt fram var ljést ad til ad na heillegri mynd af
17. aldar baejarhusum i Vatnsfirdi yrdi 1884 husaleifarnar ad vikja. Var radist i pad verk
og gekk vel. Gridarmiklir veggir voru byggdir ofan a eldri veggi arid 1884 og auk pess
var pad sem latid var standa eftir stytt til sudurs. Pessu verkefni fylgir gridarmikill
griétburdur ur veggjum hussins auk umfangsmikilla laga sem fylgja timabilinu 1884-
~1950, pegar petta torfhus var rifid og sléttad yfir. Vid sjoinn for fram uppgroftur a stéru
nausti sem er eldra en gjéskulagidé ur Heklu 1693. Ummerki um svolitla jarnvinnslu
fundust vid rannséknina. Arid 2011 héféu teeplega 11000 gripir fundist vié rannsdknina

en verid er ad vinna ur gripum sl. ars.

Framvinduaeetlun fyrir sumario 2013
o] Aframhald & vinnu vid urvinnslu og undirbuningi atgafu & nidurstédum rannsékna

a Vikingaaldarsveedi.

o} Aframhaldandi rannsoknir & baejarhol.
o] Aframhaldandi rannsoéknir & sjavarminjum.
o] Aframhald verdur a4 rannséknum 4 landslagi, umhverfi og samfélagi.

Verkefni sem petta er ekki eyland, styrkur pess liggur i pvi ad vera pverfaglegt
rannsoknarverkefni. Stefnt er ad pvi ad nidurstédur ur rannsdknum a hoéfudbdlinu
Vatnsfirdi vid isafjardardjip verdi notadar til ad draga fram hinar afdrifariku breytingar
sem urdu a félags- og hagkerfi Vestfjardakjalkans sem og a menningu landsvaedisins.
Med nidurstédum ar fornleifarannséknum, landshattarannséknum og
umhverfisrannséknum i samvinnu fornleifafraedinga, sagnfraedinga og
umhverfisfraedinga fra moérgum l6ndum eykst verulega pekking okkar a umhverfis- og
menningararfi Vestfjarda og jafnframt skapast grundvollur til samanburdar vid gagnvirkni
natturu og menningar i Od8rum landshlutum og annars stadar a Nordur-

Atlantshafssvaedinu.

Utgefnar skyrslur og greinar um Vatnsfjord

Adolf Fridriksson og Torfi H. Tulinius (ritstj.) Vatnsfjoréur vid isafjardardjap. Rannsoknir

sumarid 2003 (FS213-03092). Hofundar efnis: Adolf Fridriksson, Andrea S. Hardardottir,
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Excavations on the Vatnsfjorour Farm Mound in
2012

Oddgeir Isaksen

Introduction

The seventh field season on the Vatnsfjoréur farm mound lasted from the 25" of
June to the 20™ of July 2012. The excavation was supervised by Oddgeir Isaksen,
Gudrun Alda Gisladottir and Gardar Gudmundsson, assisted by Céline Dupont-
Hérbert, Dawn Elise Mooney, Howell Magnus Roberts, Natasha Roy and Solveig
Lecouturier. The excavation was aided by ten students of the 2012 Field School in
North Atlantic Archaeology: Alan D’Zurilla, Allison Barker, Brett Miller, Colin
McKinstry, Dani Sparks, Dorian Knight, Kathryn Adams, Lara Hogg, Leigh-Anne

Williams and Louise Biscarrat.

Background - Previous Seasons

In 2007 the emphasis had been on excavating the remains of a farmhouse complex
built in 1884. It is on the east side of the excavation area and was originally identified
in the 2006 field season. It includes a building (gr. 7500), roughly 20 x 7 m in size
with two cellars (gr. (6528) and (7503), see figure 1). The building was not fully
excavated in 2006-2007 and it was decided to preserve the remains as they had
been exposed at the end of the 2007 field season. In 2008-2011, the focus moved to
the west of building 7500 where a number of buildings and corridors were revealed.
Most had a 17™ century origin although they had been reused in one way or another
as a part of the 1884 farm complex (see Gisladéttir in Milek 2010, Isaksen in Milek
2011, and Isaksen 2012).

In 2011, while removing a fill from a foundation cut, part of the remains of a
farmhouse built in 1907, in the southwest corner of the excavation area, a midden
(gr. 1145) was discovered, believed to date at least back to the 13" century (see
Isaksen 2012). The midden was only partially excavated in 2011 but produced a

substantial collection of bones indicating good potential for further study.
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By the end of the 2011 season it was becoming clear that, apart from building
7500, the 1884 farm complex was less well preserved then originally hoped. This
was due primarily to a late 20™ century levelling of the farm mound as well as a
vegetable plot built in the ruins at the beginning of the century (see Isaksen 2012).
Judging from the remains exposed so far, the 17" century farm complex appears, on
the other hand, to be in rather good condition. It seems to form a typical Icelandic
passage-farm house, a building form common from the 14" century, where individual

rooms radiate from a central passageway (see figure 2 and 3, see also Isaksen

/
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' 17th century farm house: Turf in walls

|:| 1884 remains, not excavated
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Figure 1: A simplified drawing showing the remains of the 17th century farmhouse in
relations to building (7500).

2012). However, it underlies the 1884 building (7500) on the east side of the

excavation area, and its full size and condition is therefore unknown.
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The 2012 season.

In 2012 it was decided to abandon previous plans to preserve building 7500 and
focus instead on fully excavating and removing it, in the hope of revealing the full
extent of the 17" century farm below.

The midden, found in 2011, in the south-west corner of the excavation area was also

fully excavated.

Excavation Methods

The excavation methods followed standard FSi protocol, using a “single context
planning” approach. This method entails that each deposit (feature or layer) is
considered an individual event (unit) in the creation of the archaeological site. Each
unit is recorded, planned, elevations taken and photographed as well as being given
a textual description. Each unit is given a number from a running numbering
sequence that is unique within the research area. There is therefore a single
numbering system for all deposits excavated in the Farm Mound and Viking age
areas in Vatnsfjordur. A Harris Matrix was established on site, and refined during the
post-excavation phase. Deposits which are found within the same area, structure or
feature and are thought to belong to the same phase are given a collective group
number to keep track of their relationship. A group number is taken from the same
numbering sequence as the units (Lucas, 2003).

Finds were categorized and labelled on site, washed, dried, packed and
registered in the excavation database. Finds were given basic conservation attention
where necessary. All bones were collected, bagged and will be sent to the University
of Laval for identification and analysis. Bulk soil samples were taken for archaeo-
entomological and botanical analyses, and undisturbed blocks were taken for micro-

morphological analysis. These await further analyses.

The 2011 Excavation Results

Building 7500

The main aim of the 2012 field season was to continue excavations on building
(7500) in order to reveal the 17" century remains that were believed to underlie it.
This building, abandoned as a dwelling in 1907 when a new farmhouse was built,

was partially demolished and reused as a store room and a smithy for some years, in
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all likelihood until the mid-20™ century. It was covered with series of post
abandonment deposits (units, [6501/7501], [6502], [6503], [6504], [6512], [7502],
[7505], [7506], [7507], [7508], [7509], [7511], [7512], [7514], [7516/12503], [7517],
[7518], [7519], [7520], [7521/7532], [7522], [7530], [7534], [7543], [7545] and
[12516]) many of which were demolition deposits, derived from the levelling of the
farm mound in the late 20" century, Most of these deposits, containing a large

collection of finds dating mostly to the late 18" to early 20" centuries, were

Figure 2: An overview over building (7500) at the end of
the 2007 field season

excavated during the 2006 and 2007 seasons although a few were remved in 2012.
The 2006-2007 seasons had focused mostly on the removal of these post

abandonment deposits as well as excavating the building’s later phase
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(subgr.12618). Many of the main features of the earlier phase (subgr.12619) such as
the outer walls and a large stone built cellar at the south end (see bellow gr. 7503)
were also revealed (for further details on the 2006 and 2007 excavations (see
Gisladéttir and Avarsson in Milek 2007 and 2008). In 2012, the aim was to finish
removing what remained of group (12618) and continue the excavation of group
(12619).

Group (12618), the later phase of building (7500)

Gr. 12618 was defined by a wall, about 3 m long and 0,5 m high, (gr. 12620) running
east west across building (7500) about 8 m north from the south end of the main
room, shortening it of about 6 m. The wall was made of turf and stones (two-three
courses), facing south (units [6579], [12550], [12566], [12593], [12596]) and on its
north side were several turf rich deposits (units [12528], [12545], [12562], [12564],
[12568], [12570], [12574], [12577] [12580], [12581] and [12586], filing up the
abandoned part of building (7500).

Figure 3: Wall (12620). Camera facing north

Alongside the western wall (not excavated yet) of the building and wall (12620) two
timber beams were found (unit [6514]), believed to be the remains of a timber frame,

supporting the roof of the house as it was during its later phase (gr.12618).
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About 1 m south from wall (12620) was a spread of large flag-stones (gr. 12520)
excavated in three units, [12519], [12521] and [12534]), embedded in turf. They are
believed to have formed a base or a frame for a stone built hearth or furnace that
was removed when the house fell out of use. A shallow irregularly shaped depression
(unit [12530]), was surrounded by the flagstones on three sides. It was filled with a
mixed deposit of wood-ash and peat-ash (unit [12526]) in all likelihood a cavity left by
the stones removed from the hearth.

Figure 4: Flag stones (12520) camera facing east

A small cellar (gr. 6528,), about 2 x 2 m in size and 1 m deep, that belongs to group
(12618), was about 3 m south of wall (12620), up against the western wall of the
building. It had stone-linings along its northern and southern edge (units [7524] and

[7537/12525]), but no stone-facing on the inside. It was clearly dug through earlier
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remains and had a stone pavement composed of several deposits (units in
chronological order, [6529], [6545], [6546], [12512] and [12523]). It was filled up with
peat ash (unit [6510]] that contained a substantial amount of modern rubbish

(For further detail, see Gisladéttir and Avarsson in Milek 2007).

Running south from the south-west corner of the cellar was a double coursed row of

Figure 5: Cellar (6528). Camera facing west.

stones (unit ([12617]) sitting up against the western wall. Behind it was a corridor
(gr.12623), filled with turf and stones (units [7510], [12502] and [12563]). It belongs to
the earlier phase of the building (gr.12619) but was blocked during the later phase
(gr.12618)

Four post-pads (units [12511]/12536, [12514], [12537] and [12582]) came to
light in 2012. All, (gr. 12532), except for [12582], were originally a part of the later
phase (gr.12618) of the building but probably reused during the final phase
(gr.12618). Post-pad [12537] was in the northwest corner of the main room as it
looked during the final phase of its use (gr.12518). It was composed of two large flat
stones and in all likelihood served also as a base for timber beams [6514]. Post pad
[12514] was in the northeast corner of the main room. It was made of five stones
piled up in the corner and probably also served as a base for timber beams [6514].

Post-pad 12511/12536, which was about 1 m south of post-pad [12537], was
24



Figure 6: An overview of the main room in building (7500). Note cellar (6528)
in the fourground to the left, and wall12620 in the background. Camera
facing north.

excavated in two parts and therefore has two unit numbers. It was made of five flat
stones and probably also served as a base or footstones for timber frame [6514].
Post-pad [12582] was close to the south wall of the main room, about 0,7 m east of a
stone platform (gr.12621), that belongs to group (12619), the earliest phase of the
building. The post-pad was made of one flat stone and was set on top of a post-hole
(unit [12584]). No other distinguishable post-pads or post holes were found in the
main room. However, it is likely that that the western ends of stone linings [7524] and
[7537/12525] and stone platform (12621), supported posts along the western wall.
As for the east-side of the room, a series of rock deposits (see bellow gr. 12622)
excavated along the eastern wall, belonging to the earlier phase (gr.12619) of the
building, are believed to have supported posts as well as serving as a base of an

internal structure of an unknown nature.
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Figure 7: A simplified drawing, showing building (7500) during its latest phase (gr.12618),

in relation to other remains uncovered so far on the farm mound.

Group (12619), the earliest phase of building (7500)
By the end of the 2007 excavations the basic layout of structure (7500) was
becoming quite clear and with deposits belonging to the later phase (gr.12618) out of
the way, its original form was finally revealed in 2012.

The building was about 7 m wide (east-west) and at least 20 m long (north-
south), although its northern limits are not quite clear since it runs beyond the
northern limits of the excavation area. The walls (not yet excavated) were about 2 m

wide standing at least 0.6 m tall. Their full height is not known, at this point in time
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since not all, occupational deposits, belonging to group (12619), have been removed.
It is however clear that they are based on earlier walls. The walls seemed to be
mostly in good condition although parts are missing from the western wall, in the
section of the building that was filled up during its final phase (gr. 12618). It is
possible that building material for wall (12620), was taken from the western wall
when the building was reduced in the early 20" century after it was no longer used as
a dwelling house.

Figure 8: An overview over building (7500) at the end of the 2012 field
season.
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The length of the main room (internally) was at least 14 m (north-south) and its
width about 3 m (east-west) except in the last 3 m in the southern end where it was
about 5 m wide due to a corridor running east-west giving the room an L-shape. A
smaller corridor (gr.12623), about 2 m long (east-west) and 1 m wide (north-south)
runs through the western wall, which was blocked during the later phase (gr. 12618).
In the southwest corner of the main room, there was a stone built platform (gr.12621
not yet fully excavated) excavated so far in seven parts (units [6505], [6506], [6508],
[7513], [12548], [12552] and [12556]) about 1 m (north-south) x 2 m (east-west) in
size. It can have served as a foundation for an internal structure of an unknown
nature or possibly as a pavement in front of an entrance into cellar (7503) discovered
at the south end of the building (see below). The platform however clearly belonged
to the earliest phase of building (7500), but was probably reused during the final
phase (gr.12618).

South from the main room, a c.a 1,7 m deep stone-built cellar (gr.7503), was
discovered, with external measurements of about 6 m (north-south) x 5 m (east-west)
and internal measurements of about 4 m (north south) x 3,5 m (east-west) (for a

more detailed discussion of the cellar, see Gisladottir, and Avarsson, in Milek 2007).

B - g = N “ e . Lt
Figure 9: An overview over cellar (7503) from 2007. Picture taken
from its east side
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In the 2007 field season an external pavement was discovered on the east

and south side of the structures belonging to the 1884 farmhouse complex. The
better preserved part of it, (about 2 m wide) was excavated in part in 2011. This was
mostly along the south side of the 1884 structures but also partially on the east side
of cellar 7503 (see figure 13), referred to as unit [7541] in previous reports (see
Isaksen, 2012). The part on the east side (1,6 m wide) (gr.12624) was left more or
less untouched until the 2012 season. In 2012 the pavement along the east-side of
building (7500), except the better preserved part along cellar (7503), was excavated
fully, but given its poor condition it had to be done in several parts (units [7529],
[7540], [12515], [12517], [12522], [12527] and [12585]) and will hereafter be referred
to by its group number (gr. 12624). Pavement (12624), which was quite coarsely
made, was on top of a deposit mostly made of turf (unit 12575/12591) that probably
served as a levelling layer.
A total of seven floor deposits (units [7531/7535], [7542/12540], [12544/12547],
[12561], [12567], [12607], [12608]), belonging to group (12619) were excavated in
building (7500) during the 2007 and 2012 seasons. They contained a moderate
collection of pottery and glass fragments as well as a few clay pipes, all dated to the
middle or late 19" century. Although group (12619) represents the earliest form of
building (7500), some minor chances were done to its structure during this phase,
which split the aforementioned floor deposits into two groups, gr. (12625) and
(12626). Group (12625), truncated by cellar (6528) (see gr.12618 above), comprised
of deposits [7531/7535], [7542/12540], [12544/12547] (in chronological order) that
spread across most of the interior of the building. All of these were quite firm and
composed of turf rich material, slightly mixed with charcoal and small stones, only
distinguishable from one another by difference in colour.

The floor deposits in group (12625) overlying a 0,6 m wide and about 0,3 m
high, stone built bench (gr.12622) or platform along the eastern wall of building
(7500) that was excavated as three units ([12506], [12533] and [12554]). The role of
this platform is unknown, although it likely it served as a foundation for an internal
structure.

The floor deposits in group (12625) were on top of a stone blocking (unit [12553]) or
a threshold in a doorway on the eastern wall of the corridor running east-west at the

south end of the main room.
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Figure 10: Platform 12622 along the eastern wall of building 7500. Camera
facing south.

Group (12626) was composed of deposits [12561], [12567], [12607] and
[12608] (in chronological order). Deposits [12561], [12567] and [12607] were mostly
rather firm although [12561] had occasional soft parts. They all consisted of turf-rich
material, including a few small rocks and occasional bits of charcoal, and were in all
likelihood deposited deliberately to level the surface of the room. Floor deposit
[12608], the earliest one in group (12626) was however quite different in nature. It
also consisted of turf material but was much richer in organic remains than [1261],
[12567] and [12607]. Its principal distinguishing feature was however the number of
small rocks it contained, some of which were fire-cracked, indicating proximity to a
hearth.
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The removal of the deposits in group (12626) revealed a small mound

(gr.12627), up against the western wall, close to the centre of the main room, that

Figure 11: Mound (12627) just before unit [12614] was removed. Camera
facing west.

seemed to be consisting entirely of wood- and peat-ash rich deposits as well as a
large quantity of fire-cracked rocks of various shapes and sizes. The mound was not
fully excavated in 2012 (excavated units in 2012: [12611], [12613] and [12614]), but
at the end of the 2012 field season, a possible hearth was starting to take shape at
the centre of the mound. This hearth seems to be among the earliest features
belonging to group (12619), the earlier phase of building 7500, since around it,
remains that are believed to belong to the 17" century farmhouse, were starting to

appear.
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A hearth (gr. 12571), with a cut unit [12572]), about 0,2 m deep, filled with
charcoal-rich peat-ash and rocks (unit [12542]), was discovered at the northern end
of the main room. Its full dimensions and shape are not fully known since it extends
beyond the northern limits of the excavation area. However, based on what was
visible, it seems to be semi circular and at least 1 m in diameter, with irregular sides.
Among the aims for the 2013 season is to extend the excavation area to the north in
order to fully expose the northern end of building (7500), and therefore reveal what
remains of hearth [12571].

Two post pads (units [12538] and [12582]), which belong to group (12519),
were found during the 2012 excavations. One of them, post pad [12582], has

Figure 12: Hearth 12571. Camera facing north

already been described with group (12518), since it was reused during that phase.
The other one (unit [12538]) was not, on the other hand, discovered until the deposits
belonging to group (12518) had been removed. Post pad [12538], a single flat stone,
was situated up against the western wall right by the north-east corner of corridor
(12623). Apart from the two mentioned here, no other post- pads or postholes have

been found but hopefully the 2013 excavations will shed some light on the matter.
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Figure 13: A simplified drawing, showing building 7500 in its earliesd form (gr. 1519), in
relation to other remains.

Group 11545: A Medieval Midden

Excavations continued in 2012 on midden (11545), which was discovered and
partially excavated in 2011. This year the goal was complete its excavation, but in
order to do so, a pavement (unit 12518/12509); one event of turf-collapse (unit
12504) and remains of a wall (12508), all believed to be associated with the 17"

century farm-house, had to be removed.
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Figure 14. An overview over midden 11545, early in the 2012 field season.

As was seen in 2011 the midden was composed of series of peat- and wood-ash
deposits, mixed with charcoal, along with occasional clean charcoal deposits,
separated by layers of turf. In total the midden was made up of 30 deposits, covering
an area of about 4 x 3.5 m, with a combined thickness of about 0,5 m. It produced a
large collection of bones (pending analysis) but very few finds although one datable
artefact was found, a 12'"-13" century gaming piece.

A detailed discussion of midden (11545) will be given when analysis of the

bone collection is completed.

Conclusion

At the end of the 2011 season, the remains of well preserved 17" century buildings
and corridors, that seemed to form a typical Icelandic passageway farmhouse, were
starting to appear. These were however superimposed by building (7500) on the
east side of the excavation area. This was the remaining part of the 1884 farm
complex, which was uncovered in seasons 2006-2007, and had been intended for
preservation. In 2012 the decision was made to abandon earlier plans to preserve
building (7500) and continue excavating it in order to reveal the full extent of the 17"

century farm complex.
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Based on data from the 2006-2007 seasons, combined with the data from 2012, the
building can be divided into two phases of occupation, group (12618) that represents
a post-1907 use of the building and group (12619) that represents the building in its
original form.

In the post-1907 period (gr.12618) the building was abandoned as a dwelling house,
and reused as a smithy and a storage room. In that phase it was reduced
considerably and a small cellar constructed in the south-west part of the main room,
dug into earlier remains. A stone-built furnace or hearth was also constructed in the
northern end of the main room, which was removed when the building was finally
abandoned in the middle of the 20™ century. No clear floor deposits were found that
belong to this phase.

In its original form (gr.12619) building (7500) was at least 20 m long (north-south)
and about 7 m wide (east-west) with a large stone built cellar (gr.7503), about 6 m
long (north-south) and 5 m wide (east-west), at the south end and a coarsely made
external pavement, about 1,6 m wide, along the eastern wall.

The main room of the building was about 14 m long (north-south) and about 3
m wide, with a 3 m wide corridor running east at the south end, giving the room an L-
shaped plan. Another smaller corridor (gr.12623), blocked during the building’s last
phase, ran through the western wall at the south-west corner of the main room.

At the south-west corner of the main room a stone-built platform was
discovered, considered to be either a foundation for an internal structure or a
pavement in front of an entrance into cellar (7503). The external walls of building
(7500) were about 2 m wide but their full height is yet to be determined since not all
of the deposits belonging to group (12619) have been excavated. At the end of the
2012 season it was however becoming clear that the walls of building (7500) were
based on earlier walls.

A total of seven floor deposits, belonging to group (12619) were excavated in
2012. Although group (12619) is thought to represent the earliest form of the building
the floor deposits can be split into two subgroups (gr.12625), and (gr.12626). They
are defined by minor changes to its structure during this phase, a stone built platform
along the eastern wall, possibly a foundation for an internal structure, and a stone
blocking in a doorway on the eastern wall. The removal of the earlier floor deposits,

group (12626), revealed a small mound (gr.12627) which had accumulated up
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against the western wall of the building. The mound was entirely of peat- and wood-
ash rich deposits mixed with fire cracked rocks. The mound was not fully excavated
in 2012 but at the end of the season a possible hearth was starting to appear at its
centre. This hearth is believed to be among the earliest features belonging to gr.
(12619) since around it, earlier remains were starting to appear, thought to be
associated with the 17" century farm-buildings.

Two post pads were found, one along the western wall and another by the southern
wall that was sitting on top of a post hole, but none along the eastern wall. It is
hoped that the 2013 excavations will shed some light on this matter.

A coarsely made external pavement (gr.12624) was also excavated along the
eastern wall.

Excavations on a medieval midden (gr.11545), originally discovered in 2011, were
also completed. A detailed discussion will be given, on those remains, when analysis

of the bone collection is completed.

The Aims of the 2013 Field Season.

The aim of the 2013 field season is to continue and hopefully finish the excavations
of building (7500) in order to reveal the full extent of the 17" century farm complex.
This will involve extending the excavation area to the north as well as removing the
walls of building (7500).
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Excavationsons of Costal structues at Vatnsfjérdur:
Areas 45 & 46

Dawn Elise Mooney

University of Aberdeen&Fornleifastofnunislands

Introduction

The 2012 excavation season at
Vatnsfjoréur was the fourth
year during which
investigations have been
carried out into the use of
coastal areas surrounding the
site. Although the structures
being investigated by this
project are outside of the
homefield, they are still on land
which is owned by the farm and
are also within view of both the

10th century farmstead and the

farm mound. Previous

Figure 1: Area 45 at the beginning of the 2012

assessments of the artefacts, , , _
excavation season, looking south-east with the rear

animal bones and botanical wall of structure S5 in the foreground

remains from all phases of

occupation at Vatnsfjorour have demonstrated that marine resources comprised an
important part of the subsistence strategy of the inhabitants of the farm (Dupont-
Hébert, 2009; 2010; 2011; Gisladéttir, 2009; 2010; 2011; 2012; Mooney, 2009;

2011b) and the ongoing investigations into coastal structures in the area will help to
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shed light on how the use of the Vatnsfjordur shoreline changed and developed
throughout the occupation of the site. Investigations in this area began in 2009 when
a survey of coastal structures visible from the 10th century farmstead was carried out
with a goal of pinpointing the most likely location of the Viking Age boathouse
associated with the farm. This survey identified 10 structures within the viewshed of
the farm including potential nausts, sheephouses and boundary walls, representing
the diverse use of the coastal area over time. One building, identified as structure S2,
was suggested as the most likely candidate for the Viking Age boathouse due to its
position close to the shore but further above sea level than other more recent
structures in the area (Mikotajczyk&Gardeta, 2010). An evaluation trench through the
south wall of this structure in 2010 indicated both a pre-modern and an earlier phase
of use of this structure (Mooney, 2011a). Excavations conducted in the 2011 season
yielded a large number of nails. Although these could have originated from the repair
of boats in the structure, as the nails are not broken or cut they are equally likely to
be linked to the roof construction of the structure.Structure S2 may have originally
been used as a naust, however the chronology of the structure was unclear with
earlier construction phases, at least one before AD 1693, being preserved only in the
southern wall. In later periods, the structure was modified with an internal division
and used as a sheep shelter (Mooney et al, 2012).

The 2012 excavations focused on a large, horseshoe shaped structure identified in
the original survey of the area as structure S5. It lies in the southernmost bay of the
fjord of Vatnsfjordur, known as Bolvik due to the presence of a large sheepfold on its
western side. The structure was assumed to be a boathouse, with its shape and size
being similar to those from the Viking Age found across the North Atlantic region
(Stylegar& Grimm, 2005), and although its alignment parallel to the shore might
seem counterintuitive, numerous boathouses and nausts in the local area share a
similar position (Mooney et al, 2012). An evaluation trench across the northern wall of
this structure excavated in 2011 showed that the H-1693 tephra was present in situ
over the collapse layers of the structure, giving a late medieval or earlier date to the
ruin. This, in combination with finds of nails and slag fragments and charcoal
deposits inside the building, prompted the commencement of excavations in this area

in 2012. The excavation of this structure was conducted by the author and
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tukaszMikotajczyk, with the assistance of Karen Milek, Céline Dupont-Hébert,

SolveigLecouturier, and students from the FieldSchool in North Atlantic Archaeology.

Excavation Strategy
The structure chosen for excavation is the

largest structure of those currently

identified on the Vatnsfjoréur shoreline,
measuring 15.71 m long by 8.65 m at its
widest (Mikotajczyk&Gardeta, 2010). In
order to encompass the collapse of the
structure and any external occupation or
dumping deposits, an initial excavation
area of 20 m x 12 m was proposed.
However, given the limited timeframe of

the excavation season, it was decided that

the structure should be divided into  fFigyre 2.  structure S5 divided into
sextants, and two of these sextants would sextants, with opened areas coloured
be opened in 2012. This strategy allowed turquoise.

the excavators to assess the potential of the structure and determine its function,
giving scope to return and investigate the remaining four sextants in a future season.
The areas opened during the 2012 season are illustrated in Figure 2. The northern
square encompassed the evaluation trench excavated across the northern wall in
2011 (Mooney et al, 2012), and included deposits both in the interior and to the
exterior of the structure. The southern square was chosen to access the end of the
southern wall of the structure, along with deposits and features related to the
entrance to the building. This excavation strategy, as well as allowing the excavators
to assess the structure within a short timeframe, also has the benefit of providing a
section through the interior deposits running almost the entire length of the structure,
as well as a complete section across the structure towards its south-eastern end.

The structure was excavated using a single-context approach, by which each
individual layer or feature is considered as an individual event in the formation
process of the archaeological site. As each new unit was defined, it was given a

number from a sequential numbering sequence which, when combined with the site
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code (VSF12) gave a unique code for each deposit. After each unit was defined, it
was recorded, planned and photographed and levels were taken before the layer was
excavated. A Harris matrix of these events was created during the excavation season
and refined during post-excavation analysis. Deposits in the same area and relating
to the same phase were given group numbers from the same sequential numbering
sequence as the unit numbers, allowing for easy identification of sequences of
depositional events. All finds were given individual numbers and categorised on site,
and then washed, dried and packed and given basic conservation if necessary.
Bones were treated in the same way, and were sent to Université Laval, Québéc for
analysis. Archaeoentomological samples and samples for geochemical and soil
micromorphological analysis were sent for analysis at the University of Aberdeen,
Scotland, while archaeobotanical samples were processed on site and returned to

FSi for analysis, along with samples of slag.
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Excavation Results

Area 45

Post-Abandonment Deposits

Figure 3: Collapse deposits in the northern sextant after the removal of the turf and

topsoil. The depth of these deposits against the walls of the structure can be observed
in the emptied 2011 evaluation trench in the centre of the picture.

During the excavation of the 2011 evaluation trench, the H-1693 tephra was
observed in situ over the northern wall of the structure (Mooney et al, 2012), however
no large coherent spread of this tephra was observed over the entire structure during
the 2012 season. Rather, after deturfing and removing the topsoil and root mat
[12001] a patch of in situ H-1693 tephra was observed overlying the collapse
deposits in the south-eastern corner of the excavation area, south of the south wall.
As the collapse deposits were excavated, small traces of tephra were also observed
in the upper collapse layers. As no tephra was found in the turves composing the
walls of the structure, the presence of tephra in the collapse indicates that the
structure was substantially decayed by the time that the tephra fall occurred,
suggesting that the structure was in use some time during the later medieval period.

The collapse deposits observed were generally rather thin as might be expected in
an exposed area so near to the coast, and considering that the shape of the walls of
the structure was clearly visible before excavation (Mikoftajczyk&Gardeta, 2010). As
Figure 3 demonstrates, the only place where substantial turf collapse remained was

in sheltered areas up against the walls, where they reached up to 30 cm in total
44



depth. In addition to uniform collapse layers such as [12003] which were present over
almost all of the excavation area, wall slide and collapse deposits containing wall
stones were also identified, as well as deposits such as [12009] and [12010] which
were confined to the interior of the structure and are likely to represent the collapse
of the roof of the structure before major deterioration of the walls occurred.

In addition to the inclusion of small amounts of tephra in the uppermost collapse
layers, in the upper layers of the collapse deposits to the north of the northern wall a
fragment of knitted wool was found (F-003). Knitting was not introduced to Iceland
until around AD 1500, indicating that these final collapse deposits must date from
some time after this date. The only other finds in the collapse layers were unspun
wool, and bones of sheep and seal, which were most likely to have been introduced

into the site through natural processes.

Occupation deposits
Beneath the collapse deposits inside the structure, a compacted mid to dark greyish
brown organic layer[12026] was
] observed, confined to the area within the
walls of the structure and ending at the
line of the eastern edges of the
horseshoe-shaped walls. This deposit
was interpreted as a floor layer, and its
organic content suggests that the floor
was composed of vegetal material such

| as turf or hay. In order to establish any

| identifiable activity areas in this

5| occupation deposit, soil samples for

geochemical analysis were taken on a 0.5
Figure 4. Iron pan, slag and charcoal m grid across the deposit (see
deposit [12028] before excavation. Mikotajczyk 2013, this volume), and bulk

soil samples for retrieval of macrobotanical remains were taken on a 1.0 m grid. Soil

micromorphological samples were also taken from the floor at the end of the

excavation season, in the south-east facing section of the southern sextant and the

south-east and north-west facing sections of the northern sextant, and samples were
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also taken for archaeoentomological analysis. Against the northern wall of the
structure, the floor deposit [12026] was interrupted by a shallow linear cut feature
[12019], behind which the deposits observed were substantially less compacted than
in the centre of the structure. This is thought to be the former line of a bench or
similar internal feature which would have sat against the northern wall.

The floor deposit contained within it a large quantity of slag fragments, which were
primarily found in the central area of the structure, and towards the upper boundary
of the deposit with the collapse layers above. Additionally, in the central part of the
structure, at the southern edge of the northern sextant, a hard area of substantial iron
pan [12028] was discovered, with frequent inclusions of charcoal and fine particulate
slag granules (see figure 4). Also in this area, almost at the intersection of the two
excavated sextants, a highly corroded metal object, possibly a tool, was uncovered.
The extent of this deposit and its relationship to the function of the structure remain
unclear, as it extended into two of the unexcavated sextants, however the excavated
material from the 2012 excavations was retained in its entirety for metallurgical
analysis.

After the thin floor layer and associated deposits were removed, natural beach gravel
was observed in some parts of the structure, however most of the internal area was
covered by a moderately compacted mid brown gravel deposit [12034], with other
organic and charcoal-rich deposits visible beneath this. A 1 m wide sondage across
the southern edge of the northern sextant revealed a thin organic deposit [12036]
beneath the brown gravel [12034]. These are likely to represent an earlier phase of
use of the structure, with the brown gravel having been introduced to level the interior
surface.

No external occupation deposits were observed in the southern excavated sextant,
however a series of midden deposits were uncovered up against the northern edge
of the northern wall. These were mostly charcoal rich, with some (e.g. [12037])
composed almost entirely of charcoal, although a deposit at the eastern edge of the
northern sextant [12039] comprised mostly particulate slag granules similar to those
observed in deposit [12028] in the interior of the structure. The only find recovered
from these deposits was a single iron nail from layer [12015]. At the close of the
excavation season, these deposits had been removed to reveal a mixed brown

gravelly layer [12043] similar to that observed on the inside of the building ([12034]).
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Structural deposits

Figure 5: The northern wall of structure S5, viewed from the interior of the building and

demontsrating the placement of large, flat-edged stones to line the wall.

As has been mentioned previously, survey of the structure before excavations
commenced identified a continuous, horseshoe-shaped wall, open to the south-
eastern end, comprising a structure measuring15.71 m x 8.65 m. Excavations in
2012 revealed that the walls themselves [G-12038] were very substantial, measuring
between 1.6 m to 2.0 m in width, and remained standing to a height of approximately
0.5 m (see figure 5). The walls were composed of mottled reddish-brown turf, lined
with large natural basalt stones likely to have originated from the adjacent rocky
coastline. Although these stones have not been worked, they were carefully placed
with flat edges facing outwards, particularly on the interior edge of the walls. This
placement was more noticeable on the wall in the northern sextant than in the
southern square, in which the exposed section of wall was much less well-preserved
and its stones were much more affected by collapse processes. However, in this
sextant the edge of the southern wall as delineated by a course of flat-edged stones
giving a square end to the terminus of the wall.

Aside from the walls, very few other structural features were observed in the
structure. Throughout the excavation of the internal deposits, several flat stones
which could have acted as post pads were observed, however these did not form any
consistent pattern in their placing. A single small post hole [12023] measuring
approximately 0.15 m in width was recorded in the northern excavated sextant, just
to the south of the northern wall, but no similar features were observed elsewhere. In

the southern sextant, two large post settings [12031] and [12033] were recorded.
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These features were only partially visible as they were found at the northern edge of
the sextant, bisected by the central edge of excavation. The two post holes were
approximately 2.5 m apart, and were each at least 0.35 m in width. Their position at
the centre of the structure suggests that they may have been part of a line of posts
supporting a pitched roof over the structure.

Area 46

During excavations in area
45, four large wooden logs &\5\%{
were observed lying

approximately parallel to the %
shoreline, in the beach gravel f”

in the intertidal zone of the

beach at Bélvik. These logs

im
were planned in situ (figure

6), excavated and individually Figure 6: Exposed wooden logs in Area 46. lllustration

recorded by by Lucsz Mikolajczyk.

tukaszMikotfajczyk and Louise Biscarrat, before being returned to the beach. The
logs were identified by wood anatomical analysis as larch (Larix decidua Mill.), and
were approximately 0.2 m in diameter, ranging from 2 m to 4 m in length. Attached to
one log was an iron fitting consisting of a large bolt and a flat piece of metal. All of the
logs were worked, with joints and bolt holes consistent with their having been part of
a structure such as a pier or jetty. However, interviews with the current occupants of
the farm at Vatnsfjordur established that the logs were likely to have been part of a
runway constructed for the launch of a flat-bottomed boat from the beach in the mid-
20" century. Most of the logs comprising this structure were removed, however it
seems that these four were too far into the bay to be retrieved and so were

abandoned.

Discussion

The excavations in area 45 on the shore of Bélvik conducted during the 2012

excavation season at Vatnsfjordur have confirmed the presence of a large structure

enclosed by horseshoe-shaped walls, open at the south-eastern end and aligned

approximately parallel to the shore of the bay. However, despite the similarity of the
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form of the structure to boathouses in the North Atlantic region (Stylegar& Grimm,
2005), several features observed indicate that this structure had a different use.
Firstly, although the shape of the walls of the structure is similar to that of a
boathouse, the presence of the two large post holes in the centre of the building at
the entrance would effectively block the entrance of a boat to the structure.
Furthermore, the presence of occupation deposits such as the floor and middens,
and well as the potential bench feature against the northern wall, indicate that the
internal space of the building was more likely to have been used as a workshop or
industrial space than simply as a storage and repair space for a vessel. The results
of the soil chemistry analysis of deposit [12026] do not appear to support its
interpretation as an internal occupation deposit, and it has been suggested that this
deposit may represent a compacted primary collapse layer across the interior of the
structure (Mikotajczyk 2013, this volume). However, both the discontinuation of this
deposit north of the cut of possible bench feature [12019] and the location of the
majority of finds within or at the upper boundary of the deposit appear to indicate an
occupation surface, and this discrepancy will be examined during the excavation of
the remaining sextants of the structure during future fieldwork seasons.

The large quantities of slag recovered both from the internal deposits and the
dump layers north of the north wall, and the charcoal deposits observed both inside
and outside of the structure, indicate that iron smelting and metalworking activities
may have been conducted in the structure. However, no hearth or other burning area
was identified within the building, although the area of iron pan and slag [12028] at
the eastern edge of the northern excavated sextant may represent a focus of
industrial activity. The linear cut of a possible bench identified in this sextant may
also represent a working area.

At the close of the 2012 excavation season, anthropogenic deposits had not
yet been fully excavated in area 45. The brown mixed gravel deposit observed
across the interior of the structure, into which the post settings [12031] and [12033]
were cut, may represent a boundary between phases of use of the structure and/or a
levelling deposit to re-floor the building. This possibility of an earlier phase of use,
and the still uncertain function of the structure, will be further investigated during the

2013 excavation season.
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Conclusions

A substantial amount of work remains to be conducted in area 45 during future
investigations. During the next excavation season, the remaining four sextants
overstructure S5 will be opened, in order to determine both the function of the
structure and the extent of the deposits excavated in 2012. The possible levelling
deposit will be removed along with any underlying deposits, to determine the
existence or otherwise of an earlier phase of use of the structure. The construction of
the walls will also be examined in section at one or more points in the course of the
structure. Further to this, excavations will also be conducted on a small structure to
the northwest of the structure excavated in 2012, previously identified during survey
in 2009 (Mikotajczyk&Gardeta, 2010) and test trenched in 2011 (Mooney et al, 2012).
These excavations will continue to expand the understanding of the use and
exploitation of the shore and coastal area by the inhabitants of Vatnsfjordur
throughout the history of the farm.
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Units Excavated in Area 45

Number | Area Type Group Description Date ID
12001 45| D Midd reddish-brown aeolian topsoil 28/06/2012 | DEM
12002 45| D H-1693 tephra in situ 29/06/2012 | KA/ASD
12003 45 | D Turf collapse against northern wall 29/06/2012 | DK/AB
12004 45 | D Turf slide to southern edge of northern wall 03/07/2012 | KA/AB
12005 45 | D Turf collapse and slide to north of north wall 03/07/2012 | DEM
12006 45 | D Gravelly deposit compacted by sheep track 03/07/2012 | DEM
12007 45 | D Turf slide/collapse to north edge of southern wall 03/07/2012 | LM
12008 45 | D Turf collapse to north of southern wall 04/07/2012 | LM
12009 45 | D Thick turf collapse on inside of structure 04/07/2012 | AB/DEM
12010 45 | D Same as 12009, in south-eastern square 04/07/2012 | LM
12011 45 | D Dark brown organic turf deposit north of north wall 05/07/2012 | LW
12012 45 | D Stones against north of north wall 06/07/2012 | LW
12013 45 | D Mixed compacted grey turf north of south wall 06/07/2012 | LM
12014 45| D 12016 | Turf dump north of south wall 06/07/2012 | BOM
12015 45 | D 12016 | Dark brown mottled organic layer north of north wall 09/07/2012 | DS/DEM
12016 45 | G Dump deposits north of north wall 09/07/2012 | DEM
12017 45 | D Compacted turf layer in south eastern corner 10/07/2012 | CM
12018 45 | D Turfy fill of bench edge channel south of north wall 11/07/2012 | DEM
12019 45 | C Cut of bench edge channel south of north wall 11/07/2012 | DEM
12020 45 | D Stones next to south edge of north wall 11/07/2012 | DK/CM
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Number | Area Type Group Description Date ID
12021 45 | D Mixed turf and stones against south wall 11/07/2012 | LB
12022 45| D Fill of small post hole next to north wall 11/07/2012 | DEM
12023 45 | C Cut of small post hole next to north wall 11/07/2012 | DEM
12024 | VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID
12025 | VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID VOID
12026 45 | D Compacted grey turfy floor 11/07/2012 | DS/DEM
12027 45 | D Organic peaty layer above floor in north western corner 12/07/2012 | DEM
12028 45 | D Slag and iron pan deposit in centre of building 14/07/2012 | CM
12029 45 | D Loose-ishcharcoaly deposit behind bench feature 14/07/2012 | DEM
12030 45| D 12042 | Fill of post setting - inner 16/07/2012 | LB
12031 45 | C 12042 | Cut of post setting - inner 16/07/2012 | DEM
12032 45| D 12042 | Fill of post setting - outer 16/07/2012 | DEM
12033 45 | C 12042 | Cut of post setting - outer 16/07/2012 | DEM
12034 45 | D Brown gravel layer over inside of structure 16/07/2012 | CM
12035 45 | D 12016 | Charcoal dump deposit north of north wall 16/07/2012 | LB
12036 45 | D Thin organic layer below brown gravel in sondage section 16/07/2012 | CM
12037 45 | D 12016 | Charcoal dump deposit north of north wall 16/07/2012 | LB
12038 45| G Walls of structure 16/07/2012 | CM
12039 45 | D 12016 | Fine particulate slag/iron dump north of north wall 16/07/2012 | DEM
12040 45 | D Dark organic deposit below 12034 17/07/2012 | LB
12041 45 | D Charcoaly deposit showing through 12034 17/07/2012 | DEM
12042 45 | G Post settings associated with turf/gravel floor 17/07/2012 | DEM
12043 45 | D Borwn gravelly deposit north of north wall 18/07/2012 | LB
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Chemical properties of possible floor deposit [12026]
from structure 5 (Area 45, VSF12)

Lukasz Mikolajczyk (University of Aberdeen)

Introduction

Layer [12026] was chosen during the course of excavation to be sampled for testing the
soil chemical properties as there was a presumption that it may constitute a floor

deposit of Structure 5 (see Mooney 2013, this volume).

Methods:

The layer was divided into 50x50cm squares and samples were taken from each grid
square in order to test the magnetic properties, pH, electrical conductivity and organic
content of the deposit. Bulk samples were air dried, gently powdered with a mortar
andpestle, and sieved to remove inclusions larger than 2 mm. Magnetic susceptibility
measurementswere made on 10 ml samples at low (470 Hz) and high(4700 Hz)
frequencies ona Bartington Instruments dual frequencyMS2B sensor and calculated to
express mass-specific magneticsusceptibility ( x.r)and percentage frequency-
dependent susceptibility(xrp%).Electrical conductivity and pH were tested using a
Jennway 4330 meter on soil suspension in distilled, deionised water with a 2:5
sediment:water ratio. Organic content was tested by the weight loss on ignition at
550°C for 5 hours (following Heiri et al. 2001).Spearman’s rank correlation coefficient (p)

was calculated for all variables in order to illuminate potential interdependencies.

Results:

The spatial distribution of soil property variations in the [12026] deposit is not displaying
easily recognisable patterns and can be considered as fairly random (fig1). Results of
mass-specific magnetic susceptibility are showing low values - comparableto the lowest

value rank reported from other sites on Iceland by the Milek and Roberts (2013)and
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Milek (2012) and together with low readings of frequency dependent susceptibility
(Dearing 1996) are pointing towards the average values of unburnt, undisturbed soils.
pH results are low, what can possibly be linked with organic acids accumulationcreating
an environmentnot favourable for bone material preservation. The concentration of
soluble salts (electrical conductivity)is lowwith some exceptions in the northernmost
corner of the sampled layer. Without an elemental analysis the origin of the salt
concentration remains unknown. Overall organic content of the deposit is very high and
the readings are showing a negative correlation with the magnetic susceptibility values,
but as the susceptibility readings are not significantlyvariable the correlation is not

bearing a big interpretational value.

Discussion:

Results of preliminary study of the [12026] layer soil properties seem to support my
observations during the excavation that the sampled layer, although more densethan
the deposits overlaying it and containing odd ferric inclusions, in fact was a bottom,
highly compressed turf layer of the post-occupational collapse of the structure. This
conclusion is indirectly suggesting the lack of a distinct floor layer in the structure giving,
at the end of 2012 season, more credit to the thebuilding interpretation as a boat
shelter. Hopefully analysis of the micromorphological samples from the structure’s
sections and excavation of remaining brown mixed gravel deposit observed across the

interior of the structure will provide more data to strengthen or reject the this hypothesis.
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Magnetic Susceptibility X x 10¥(m3kg?) D 0.13- 0.55 . 2.25- 2.66

0.56 - 0.97 . 2.67 - 3.08

Frequency Dependent Magnetic Susceptibility Xrp % 0-1.17

1.18-1.47

. 1.48 - 1.97

pH -4.35 5.05- 521

- 4,52 |E 5.22-538

- 4,69 . 539 - 5,55
- 4.86 . 5.56 - 5.72
. 5.73- 590

Figure 1. Spatial distribution of tested soil chemical properties of the [12026] deposit:
Mass-specific magnetic  susceptibility (top). Percetnage frequency-dependent
susceptibility (middle). Ph value (bottom.
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Electrical Conductivity (pS/cm) 66 - 86 . 295 - 350

87 - 114 . 351 - 437
115 - 176 . 438 - 606
. 607 - 778
. 779 - 1235

177 - 235

236 - 294

Organic Content % 25-29 - 50

4 Meters

Figure 2: Spatial distribution of tested soil chamical properties of the [12026]

deposit: Electrical conductivity (top). Organic content (bottom).
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p Org. E.c. pH XFp%
cont.

XLF -0.697 | -0.082 0.06 | -0.006

XFD

% 0.123 | 0.309 | -0.052

pH -0.081 | -0.174

E.c. 0.209

Figure 3: Spearmans rank correlation

coefficient.
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Appendices: Registers 2012

Appendix 1. Excavated Units on the Farm Mound

Number | Area | Type | Group | Description
12500 | FM D Cleaning
12501 | FM D 11545 | Mottled dark brown deposit with wood ash peat ash bones and shells
12502 | FM D 12618 | A part of a turf and stone blocking in corridor (12623)
12503 | FM D A demolition deposit of turf and stone. Post abandonment
12504 | FM D 10671 | Turf collapse
12505 | FM D 11545 | A charcoal dump
12506 | FM D 12622 | A part of a bench up against eastern wall of (7500). Same as 12533 and 12554
12507 | FM D A leveling deposit of turf and stone east of pavement (12624).
12508 | FM D 10671 | Wall remains (stones) on top of midden (11545)
12509 | FM D 10671 | A deposit of stones. Possible remains of a pavement on top of midden (11545)
12511 | FM D 12532 | A possible post pad, composed of five flat stones
12512 | FM D 6528 | A part of a stone pavement in cellar (6528)
12514 | FM D 12532 | A possible post pad, composed of five stones
12515 | FM D 12624 | A stone deposit. A part of pavement (12624)
12516 | FM D A demolition deposit of turf and stone. Post abandonment
12517 | FM D 12624 | A deposit of turf and stones. A part of pavement (12624)
12518 | FM D 10671 | A pavement on top of midden (11545)
12519 | FM D 12520 | A spread of large flag stones. Possible foundations for a hearth. Same as 12521 and 12534
12520 | FM G 12618 | A spread of flag stones. Possible foundations for a hearht. Untits 12519, 12521 and 12534
12521 | FM D 12520 | A spread of large flag stones. Possible foundations for a hearth. Same as 12519 and 12534
12522 | FM D 12624 | A spread of stones of various shapes and sizes. Part of pavement (12624)
12523 | FM D 6528 | A part of a pavement in cellar (6528)
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Number | Area | Type | Group | Description
12524 | FM D 11545 | A wood ash deposit in midden (11545)
12525 | FM D 6528 | A stone lining on the southern edge of cellar (6528)
12526 | FM D 12520 | A peat ash fyll in depression (12530)
12527 | FM D 12624 | A spread of stones of various shapes and sizes. Part of pavement (12624)
12528 | FM D 12618 | A part of a fill in the northern part of the main room of building (7500). Turf and stones
12529 | FM D 11545 | A mottled lump of turf in midden (11545)
12530 | FM C 12520 | A depression filled with peat ash. Possibly a cavity left by stones removed from hearth 12520
12531 | FM D 11545 | A charcoal deposit in midden (11545)
12532 | FM D 12518 | Post pads belonging to gr. (12518). Units: 12511,12514
12533 | FM 12622 | A part of a bench up against eastern wall of (7500). Same as 12506 and 12554
12534 | FM D 12520 | A spread of large flag stones. Possible foundations for a hearth. Same as 12519 and 12521
12535 | FM D 11545 | A mix of charcoal and turf debris in midden (11545)
12536 | FM D 12532 | Same as 12511
12537 | FM D 12532 | A possible post pad, composed of two stones. NW corner of building
12538 | FM D 12619 | A post pad. A single flat stone.
12539 | FM D 11545 | A deposit of turf depris in midden (11545)
12540 | FM D 12625 | A floor deposits. Part of the later group of floors in gr.12619. Turf rich with birch twigs, slag, and charcoal
12541 | FM D 11545 | A deposit of turf depris and birch twigs in midden (11545)
12542 | FM D 12571 | Afillin hearth 12571. Peat ash w. Charcoal and stones
12543 | FM D 11545 | A medium brown midden deposit rich in charcoal and bones
12544 | FM D 12625 | A floor deposits. Part of the later group of floors in gr.12619. Made of rooty turf. Firm
12545 | FM D 12618 | A part of a fill in the northern part of the main room of building (7500). Turf and stones
12546 | FM D 11545 | A clay silt deposit in midden 11545. Rich in charcoal
12547 | FM D 12625 | Stones in a floor deposit. Same as 12544
12548 | FM D 12621 | Part of a stone built platform ore pavement in the south-west corner of the main room
12550 | FM D 12620 | A row of stones. Part of wall shorthening building(7500) of about 6 m.
12551 | FM D 11545 | A charcoal, wood ash and peat ash dump in midden (11545)
12552 | FM D 12621 | Part of a stone built platform ore pavement in the south-west corner of the main room
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Number | Area | Type | Group | Description
12553 | FM D 12619 | A stone blocking in eastern doorway of building (7500)
12554 | FM D 12622 | A part of a bench up against eastern wall of (7500). Same as 12506 and 12533
12555 | FM D 11545 | A mix of charcoal and turf debris in midden (11545)
12556 | FM D 12621 | Part of a stone built platform ore pavement in the south-west corner of the main room
12557 | FM D 11545 | A mottled deposit with charcoal and bones
12558 | FM D 11545 | Assilty clay deposit in midden 11545. Rich in charcoal and pebles.
12560 | FM D 11545 | A turf deposit between layers in midden 11545,

A part of a group of floor deposits. Earlier phase of gr.(12619). Friable. Composed of turf w. Charcoal and

12561 | FM D 12626 | rocks
12562 | FM D 12618 | A part of a fill in the northern part of the main room of building (7500). Turf and stones
12563 | FM D 12618 | A part of a turf and stone blocking in corridor (12623)
12564 | FM D 12618 | A part of a fill in the northern part of the main room of building (7500). Turf and stones
12565 | FM D 11545 | A peat ash deposit in midden 11545.
12566 | FM D 12620 | A row of stones with turf Part of wall shorthening building (7500) of about 6 m.
12567 | FM D 12626 | A part of a group of floor deposits. Earlier phase of gr.(12619). Friable. Composed of turf w. rocks
12568 | FM D 12618 | A part of afill in the northern part of the main room of building (7500). Turf and stones
12569 | FM D 11545 | A brown turf deposit between layers in midden (11545)
12570 | FM D 12618 | A part of a fill in the northern part of the main room of building (7500). Turf and stones
12571 | FM G 12619 | A hearth at the north end of building (7500)
12572 | FM C 12619 | A cut for hearth (12571)
12573 | FM D 11545 | Wood ash deposit w. Shells, bones, charcoal and stones.
12574 | FM D 12618 | A part of a fill in the northern part of the main room of building (7500). Turf and stones
12575 | FM D 12624 | A yeallow brown turf deposit (with few stones). Leveling deposit under pavement 12624
12576 | FM D 11545 | A peat ash deposit in midden 11545. Contains shells, bones, charcoal and paches of wood ash
12577 | FM D 12618 | A part of a fill in the northern part of the main room of building (7500). Turf and stones
12578 | FM D 12619 | A smal stone structure under floor 12567. Possibly belonging to an earlier phase
12579 | FM D 11545 | A dark brown midden deposit. Rich in shells, stones, charcoal and bones.
12580 | FM D 12618 | A part of afill in the northern part of the main room of building (7500). Turf and stones
12581 | FM D 12618 | A part of afill in the northern part of the main room of building (7500). Turf
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Number | Area | Type | Group | Description
12582 | FM D 12619 | A post pad on top of posthole 12584
12583 | FM D 11545 | A shell deposit tin midden (11545)
12584 | FM D 12619 | A post hole at the south end of the main room of (7500). Under post pad 12582
12585 | FM D 12624 | A part of the stone facing of external pavement (12624)
12586 | FM D 12618 | A part of a fill in the northern part of the main room of building (7500). Turf and stones
12587 | FM D 12618 | A part of a fill in the northern part of the main room of building (7500). Turf and stones
12588 | FM D 11545 | A turf deposit between layers in midden (11545). Mixed wit birch, charcoal pebles
12589 | FM D 11545 | A medium brown midden deposit rich in charcoal and bones and peat ash as well as small stones
12590 | FM D 11545 | A deposit in midden (11545). Turf mixed with peat ash, wood ash, charcoal, shells and bones.
12591 | FM D 12619 | Same as 12575
12592 | FM D 11545 | Deposit in midden (11545). Clay silt, rich in bones, small bits of charcoal and small stones.
12593 | FM D 12620 | A row of stones. Part of wall shorthening building(7500) of about 6 m.
12594 | FM D 11545 | A peat ash lense in midden (11545).
12595 | FM D 11545 | A mottled deposit with bone, shell, wood ash and charcoal. In midden 11545
12596 | FM D 12620 | Turf between stones in wall (12620)
12599 | FM D 11545 | A peat ash fill in cut 12603, in midden (11545)
12600 | FM D 11545 | A mixed turf layer between deposits in midden 11545. Includes birch twigs, wood and charcoal
A part of the western wall of building (7500). Stone facing at south end. Will be discused in the report for
12601 | FM D 12619 | 2013 season
12603 | FM D 11545 | A cutin midden 11545. Filled with 12599
12604 | FM D 11545 | A deposit of clay silt in midden 11545. Contains bones, gravel and shell.
A part of the western wall of building (7500). Stone facing at south end (bottom). Will be discused in the
12605 | FM D 12619 | report for 2013 season
12606 | FM D 11545 | A deposit of peat ash mixed with turf inn midden 11545. Contains bones and gravel.
A part of a group of floor deposits. Earlier phase of gr.(12619). Firm. Composed of turf w. charcoal and
12607 | FM D 12626 | gravel.
A firm deposit of stones an turf. Part of a group of floor deposits. Earlier phase of gr.(12619). Contains
12608 | FM D 12626 | also wood and bricks.
12609 | FM D 11545 | A compacted deposit of clay silt in midden 11545. Contains bones, wood and rocks.
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Number | Area | Type | Group | Description
12610 | FM D 11545 | A peat ash deposit in midden 11545.
A dark gray deposit of wood ash and peat ash. Top layer in mound (12627). Contains charcoal and fire
12611 | FM D 12627 | cracked rocks.
12612 | FM D 11545 | A peat ash and shell deposit in midden 11545. Contains bones, charcoal and pebbles.
12613 | FM D 12627 | A turf deposit mixed with wood ash with charcoal and fire crakced rocks. In mound (12627).
A mixed deposit of turf and wood ash with charcoal. Contains also frequent fire cracked rocks. Last
12614 | FM D 12627 | deposit in mound 12627, excavated in the 2012 season.
12617 | FM D 12618 | A row of stones abuting fill in corridor 12623.
12618 | FM G 7500 | The latest phase of building (7500)
12619 | FM G 7500 | The earliest phase of building (7500)
12620 | FM G 12618 | A stone wall. Part of a post 1907 reduction of building (7500)
12621 | FM G 12619 | A Stone built platform in the south-west corner of the main room
12622 | FM G 12619 | A rock platform w. Turf up against the eastern wall. Coposed of dep 12506, 12533 and 12554.
12623 | FM G 12619 | A corridor fylled with turf and stones [7510, 12502, 12563]
12624 | FM G 12619 | An external pavement on the east side of building (7500)
12625 | FM G 12619 | A group of floor deposits. Later phase of gr.(12619)
12626 | FM G 12619 | A group of floor deposits. Earlier phase of gr.(12619)
A mound of wood ash and peat ash deposits seperrated by lenses of turf, on the west side of the main
12627 | FM G 12619 | room in (7500). Contains also fire cracked rocks.
12628 | FM D 11545 | A peat ash deposit in midden 11545.

66




Appendix 2. Farm Mound Sample Register.

Quant.
Number | Area Unit Grid Vol Weight | Bags/buckets Description/information
1|FM 12524 1 small bag Entomology
2| FM 12551 10L 1 bucket Floatation
3| FM 12560 0L 1 bucket Floatation
4 | FM 12565 1 small bag Wood for identification
5| FM 12565 1 small bag Egg shell for identification
6| FM 12573 0L 1 bucket Floatation
7| FM 12576 10L 1 bucket Floatation
8| FM 12579 0L 1 bucket Floatation
9| FM 12583 20L 2 buckets Floatation
10 | FM 12589 0L 1 bucket Floatation
11 | FM 12590 0L 1 bucket Floatation
12 | FM 12592 10L 1 bucket Floatation
13 | FM 12594 20L 2 buckets Floatation
14 | FM 12595 0L 1 bucket Floatation
15 | FM 12599 0L 1 bucket Floatation
16 | FM 12600 0L 1 bucket Floatation
17 | FM 12604 0L 1 bucket Floatation
18 | FM 12606 0L 1 bucket Floatation
19 | FM 12609 0L 1 bucket Floatation
21 | FM 12543 1 small bag A PH- sample. Unprocessed
23 | FM 12599 1 small bag A PH- sample. Unprocessed
24 | FM 12599 1 small bag Charcoal and wood for indentification
25 | FM 12600 1 small bag A PH- sample. Unprocessed
26 | FM 12604 1 small bag A PH- sample. Unprocessed
27 | FM 12606 1 small bag A PH- sample. Unprocessed
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Quant.

Number | Area Unit Grid Vol Weight | Bags/buckets Description/information

28 | FM 12609 1 small bag A PH- sample. Unprocessed

29 | FM 12610 2 small bags A PH- sample. Unprocessed

30 | FM 12628 10L 1 bucket Floatation. (Renumbered. Used to be 12618)
31| FM 12558 1 small bag Pieces of textile for identification.

32 | FM 12567 1 small bag Pieces of textile for identification.

33| FM 12579 1 small bag Pieces of textile for identification.

34 | FM 12597 1 small bag Pieces of textile for identification.

35 | FM 12597 1 small bag Pieces of textile for identification.
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