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Adolf Fridriksson og Torfi H. Tulinius:

Fornleifarannsoknir & Eyri - inngangsord

Sumarid 2003 hoéfust rannsoknir & fornleifum & tveimur merkum stédum vid
isafjardardjip, p.e. & Eyri vid Skutulsfjérd og i Vatnsfirdi. Voru par lidur i nyju
samstarfi nokkurra adila sem wvilja studla ad auknum rannsoknum &
menningarsdgulegum minjum & Vestfjoroum. Ad rannsékninni & Eyrarbzenum stendur
[safjardarbeer, i samstarfi vid Fornleifastofnun, Byggdasafnid & fsafirdi og
Hugvisindastofnun ~ HI.  Félagid  Vestfirdir 4 middldum  stendur  fyrir
Vatnsfjardarverkefninu, og ad pessu nyja félagi standa ad hluta til somu adilar, p.e.
Hugvisindastofnun HIi, Fornleifastofnun islands, Byggdasafnid a Isafirdi, en einnig
Atvinnuprounarfélag Vestfirdinga, Freedslumidstdd Vestfjarda og Senter for studier i
vikingtid og nordiske middelalder i Osl6. Medal annarra verkefna félagsins & fyrsta
starfsari pess 2002-2003 voru radstefna, sem haldin var & isafirdi dagana 13.-15. juni
2003 og Utgafa radstefnurits i samstarfi vid Sogufélag Isfirdinga. Fleiri fundir og
atgafuverkefni eru fyrirhugud & vegum félagsins, og munu Eyrarrannséknir falla vel ad

pvi starfi.

| pessari skyrslu er fjallad um arangur rannsokna & Eyri vid Skutulsfjord. Andrea S.
Hardardottir sagnfreedingur og verkefnisstjori Fornleifastofnunar a Vesturlandi tok
saman sogulegt yfirlit og safnadi helstu heimildum um Eyri og bulsetu par. P4 er
samantekt Adolfs Fridrikssonar fornleifafreedings um meginatridi rannsdknarinnar &
Eyri sumarid 2003 asamt tillégum um frekari rannsoknir par. Loks er skyrsla James
Taylor uppgraftarstjora, par sem gerd er grein fyrir uppmalingum & minjasvadinu og
sjalffum  koénnunaruppgreftinum  dsamt  6llum  teknilegum  upplysingum.

Uppgraftarskyrslan er birt hér & ensku, asamt helstu gégnum, enda gert rad fyrir



patttoku erlendra sérfreedinga i verkinu, ef framhald verdur a. Fyrir slikt samstarf er

mikilvaegt ad uppgraftargdgn séu 6llum adgengileg.

Auk Adolfs og James toku Freya Sadarangani fornleifafreedingur og Gudrin Alda
Gisladattir fornleifafreedinemi patt i uppgreftinum. Howell M. Roberts og Gavin Lucas
fornleifafraedingar og Sigridur borgeirsdottir toku patt i drvinnslu rannsokna.

Hofundar vilja pakka 6llu pvi géoa folki sem patt hefur tekid i pessum rannséknum sem
0g peim sem adstodad hafa & ymsa lund. Fornleifasjodur veitti styrk til Eyrarrannsokna,
auk pess sem pad naut framlaga og margvislegrar adstodar fra Fornleifastofnun,
Safnahusinu & Isafirdi, Elisabetu Gunnarsdottur arkitekt, menningarmalanefnd,
teeknideild, ahaldahusi, gardyrkjudeild og bajarritara Isafjardarbajar. Hraustum piltum
Gr bejarvinnunni er sérstaklega pokkud adstod vid jardvinnnu og fragang a
uppgraftarstad.



Andrea S. Hardardottir:

Prestssetrid Eyri vid Skutulsfjoro

Fyrstu frdsagnir um veru manna i Skutulsfirdi er ad finna i Landnamu. bar eru Helgi
Hroflsson og Porélfur breekir nefndir landnamsmenn i Skutulsfirdi. Helgi mun hafa
komid a undan en ekki er getid um pad hvar hann reisti bea sinn. porolfur braekir mun
hafa numid hluta af Skutulsfirdi ,, ...ok Skalavik ok bjé par.”*

| Gisla s6gu Surssonar er minnst & Odd nokkur Orlygsson, sem sagdur var btia & Eyri
i Skutulsfirdi. Hafdi hann a&tlad ad taka vid Austmdnnunum sem drapu son borgrims
goda’.

Eyri i Skutulsfirdi hefur i gegnum tidina verid talin landndmsjora.

Beejarsteedi var ad morgu leyti akjosanlegt & eyrinni. Fra bea, sem par stdd, var
stutt sjavargata, par var mesta samfellda undirlendid i firdinum, og padan matti
sja til manna- og skipaferda hvadanava Gr firdinum.’

Stadurinn var hofudbdl i Skutulsfirdi og midpunktur sveedisins. Eyrarkirkja var
hofudkirkja sveitarinnar og ekki otrulegt ad etla ad han hafi verid reist fljotlega eftir
kristnitoku. A.m.k. var Kirkja risin & Eyri i Skutulsfirdi um 1200 pegar ad kirknatal
Pals biskups Jénssonar var gert.*

Ekki liggur ljost fyrir hver atti Eyri upphaflega en sennilega hefur kirkjan og jordin
snemma komist undir yfirrad biskups. Arni borlaksson biskup setti kirkjunni & Eyri i
Skutulsfirdi maldaga arid 1286 og mun pad vera elsti vardveitti maldagi kirkjunnar. bar
segir m.a.:

Mariukirkja & Eyri i Skutulsfirdi a tvo hluti i heimalandi og fimm kyr og 20 er
og eina og fimm hundrud frid. ... Tiundir af tiu baejum og halfar af Kirkjubdli,
torfskurd af tveim hlutum i attfedmingi i Tungu landi, st6la tvo og merki tvo.

1 Landnama” islenzk fornrit. Fyrri hluti. Bls. 187.

2 Gisla saga Surssonar” Islenzk fornrit. 4. bindi. Bls. 25.
% J6n b. Pér: Saga isafjardar. 1. bindi. Bls. 31.

4 Islenzkt fornbréfasafn. XII. Bls. 14.



par skal vera prestur heimilisfastur og taka fjérar merkur.’

A 14. 6ld er Eyrar adallega getid i maldogum Kirkjunnar. I maldaga Jons
Halldérssonar fra 13. september 1333 kemur fram ad Marteinn Pdrarinsson prestur ad
Eyri, hafi gert samning vid Jon borvaldsson & Kirkjubdli fyrir sig og sina eftirkomendur
i embatti, um ad peir pjonustudu halfkirkjuna par gegn akvednum greidslum. Sa
méldagi var stadfestur af pérarni Skalholtsbiskupi 30 &rum sidar.® 1 Vilkinsméaldaga
fra 1397, kemur fram breyting & eignarhlut Kirkjunnar i Eyrarlandi. P4 & Kirkjan
,heimaland allt” en ekki tvo hluta pess likt og kemur fram & méldaga Arna.” Erfitt er
ad segja til um pad hvener su breyting hefur att sér stad. Jon b. bor telur ad kirkjan hafi
eignast alla jordina fljotlega eftir seettagerdina i Ogvaldsnesi arid 1297 og pa ordid
beneficium, kirkjulénsjord.?

Fatt er vitad um Eyrarklerka i kapolskri tid. | Prestatali og profasta & islandi er
geti® um pa presta sem talid er, ad hafi pjonad Eyrarkirkju i kapélskri tid.” Hér ad
framan hefur Marteinn borarinsson verid nefndur til ségunnar en hann mun hafa verid
prestur ad Eyri um 1333 og Kolbeinn Bjarnason bjé par um 1400 ef marka ma
kirkjureikninga Eyrarkirkju sem vardveist hafa fra peim tima.'

P6 svo ad jordin hafi verid beneficium telur J6hann Gunnar Olafsson, ad Eyri hafi
ekki alltaf verid fost abylisjord presta fyrr en um sidbreytingu. Pvi til studnings bendir
hann &, ad ekki hafa verid minnst & Eyrarkirkju i deilum Hrafns Oddssonar og Arna
biskups um Kirkjustadi, og dregur af pvi pa alyktun, ad & peim tima hafi leikmadur buid
& jordinni. Einnig nefnir hann, ad Gudmundur Olafsson prestur & Eyri hafi baid &
eignarjord sinni, Tungu &rid 1509. * bar sem ekki hafa fundist adrar heimildir, sem
renna stodum undir pessa kenningu Johanns, er hapid ad alhafa Gt fra peim um bdsetu
Eyrarklerka i kapolskri tid

Litid hefur vardveist af heimildum fra 15. og 16. 6ld b6 vitna ymis bréf i Islensku

fornbréfasafni um hreppaping sem had hafa verid & Eyri @ middldum en pingstadurinn

> [slenskt fornbréfasafn 11. Nr. Bls. 260.
8 Islenskt fornbréfasafn 11. Bls. 700.
islenskt fornbréfasafn 111. Bls. 198-199.
" [slenskt fornbréfasafn IV. Bls. 140
8 J6n b. Pér: Saga Isafjardar. 1.bindi. Bls. 42
% Sveinn Nielsson: Prestatal og préfasta & islandi. Bls. 195-196.
10 fslenskt fornbréfasafn I11. Bls. 652.
11 j6hann Gunnar Olafsson: ,,Byggd & Skutulsfjardareyri.” Bls. 19, 47.



var fluttur fra Eyri yfir i Tungu & 17.61d, um pad leyti sem Jon pumlungur Magnusson
st6d i brennumalum.

Fleiri deemi vitna um kirkjustadinn Eyri i Skutulsfirdi fra pessum tima. Jon Olafsson
Indiafari, feeddur pann 4. névember 1593 i Alftafirdi, var fluttur til skirnar ad Eyri i
Skutulsfirdi, pa fjpgurra daga gamall og skirdur af sr. Sigmundi Egilssyni.*®

A 17. 6ld dregur til tidinda er Jon Magntsson pumlungur kemur til Skutulsfjardar og
hefur upp raust sina gegn fedgunum & Kirkjub6li. Um pa atburdi er Pislarsaga séra Jons
einn helsti vitnisburdurinn.**

pegar kemur fram & 18. 6ldina fer ad fjolga peim heimildum sem vardveist hafa
um byggd & Skutulsfjardareyri. beaer snuast poé flestar um uppbyggingu
verslunarstadarins & Sudurtanga en sidur um kirkjustadinn. Samkvaemt manntalinu fra
1703 bjé sr. Pall bordarson & Eyri og voru par auk hans, 12 einstaklingar
heimilisfastir.’> A 18. 6ld var reglulega visiterad & Eyri. Misjafnt er hversu nakvaemar
visitasiurnar eru en pann 21. mai 1708 var gerd nakvaema Uttekt a baejarhdsum
stadarins. par kemur m.a. fram ad badstofan sé vel stedileg og uppgjord af sr. Isleif
saluga og virdist astand bajarhis almennt vera gott.'°

I Jardabok Arna Magnussonar og Pals Vidalin er ad finna lysingu & jérdinni.

Jaroardyrleiki er dviss, pvi stadurinn tiundast éngvum, en munnmeli eru ad
petta hafi ad fornu 24 c jord kollud verid.
Abuandinn stadarhaldarinn Sr. Teitur Palsson.
Landskuld alls engin, pvi presturinn nytur stadarins fri til uppheldis sjer so sem
adrir beneficiati."’
| uttekt peirra félaga kemur m.a. fram ad heimraedi sé fra Eyri nema & vorin. Eitt skip
gangi fra stadnum en 4 vorin pa gangi skip stadarhaldarans Gt 4 Oshlig.™®
Sr. Hakon Jonsson profastur er skradur til heimilis & Eyri i manntalinu fra 1816 og i
manntalinu fra 1845 er sr. Eyj6lfur Kolbeinsson prestur par."® A peirra timum var

braudid metid a 38 rd. en dyrleiki jardarinnar talinn vera 12 h. ,, ... og ad grjotskridur

12 36hann Gunnar Olafsson: ,, Byggd & Skutulsfjardareyri.” Bls. 23-25.
Jon b. bor: Saga isafjardar. Bls. 31.
13 36n Olafsson: Reisubdk Jons Olafssonar Indiafara. Bls. 8.
4 J6n Magnusson: Pislarsaga.
'S Manntalid 1703. Bls. 216.
16 Vestur-isafjardarprofastsdemi AC/2. Skjalabok Holtspresta 1484-1731. Eyri i Skutulsfirdi,
21. mai 1708.
1 Arni Magnusson og Pall Vidalin: Jardabok Arna Magntssonar og Pals Vidalins. Bls. 159.
'8 Arni Magnusson og Pall Vidalin: Jardarbok Arna Magnussonar og Péls Vidalins. Bls. 159
19 Manntal & islandi 1816. Bls. 710.
Manntal & Islandi 1845. Vesturamt. Bls. 304.



hafi eydilagt par mestan part af beitarlandi og vida Utheys-sleegjur, og verda par adeins
hafdar 3 kyr og 40 fjar i medalari. Hér tidkast heimradi & haustum med 168ir.”?°

Kirkjan & Eyri brotnadi i stormi ari 1782 og var onnur reist, stuttu seinna. Mun su
bygging hvorki hafa verid steedilegt hus né nagilega stor fyrir sisteekkandi s6fnud, pvi
hafist var handa vid smidi nyrrar kirkju ario 1858 og Kirkjusteedid nyja stungid upp ar
gomlu téftarbroti. Einar Halfdanarson snikkari stjérnadi kirkjusmidinni. Bjé hann &
halfri Eyrarjordinni & méti sr. Halfdani fodur sinum, sem pé var séknarprestur.?

Verslunarstadurinn & Eyri vid Skutulsfjord fékk kaupstadarréttindi ari 1786. Af pvi
tilefni gerdi Jon Arndrsson uppdratt af eyrinni par sem stadsetning prestssetursins sést
vel. Stuttu seinna keypti konungur kaupstadarl6dina af prestssetrinu. Lédamork
kaupstadarins urdu pvi 96 alnum fyrir nedan nedsta fjarhis prestsetursins. %

Pegar umradan um adskilnad hins nyja kaupstadar og Eyrarhrepps for af stad eftir
midja 19.6ld, kom fljétlega fram st skodun ad kirkjan og prestssetrid yrdu latin fylgja
kaupstadnum.? St vard raunin og pegar Isafjardarkaupstadur var formlega stofnadur,
ario 1866, vard gamla prestssetrid hluti af légsagnarumdaemi hins nyja kaupstadar.
Eyrarjordin vard po ekki formleg eign bajarfélagsins fyrr en arid 1872, er bajarstjorn
keypti kirkjustadinn.?* | Eftir ad baejarstjorn eignadist Eyri arid 1872, bjuggu par um
hrid purfamenn bejarins, en gamla badstofan var ad falli komin og var rifin, en

timburstofan var flutt i Fjardarstraeti... ."?

Husid i Fjardarstreetinu var rifid fyrir
orfaum arum.

A Korti fra arinu 1913, sem birtist i Ségu Isafjardar 11, er Eyrarbajar getid sem
eydibylis. Toéftir beejarins virdast hafa fengid ad vera i fridi fram til arsins 1925, ad
hafist var handa um byggingu sjukrahuss. P& var ,,grjétio ar peim ...p4 eda skdmmu
sidar tekid og notad til ymissa framkvaemda, og sidan var sléttad og tyrft yfir.”?

Haustid 1974 var reist stytta & Eyrartaninu til minningar um drukknada sjomenn.
Pegar byrjad var ad grafa fyrir stopli hennar komu upp fiskibein, dyrabein, moéaska og

glerbrot. Téldu beajarstarfsmenn sig par hafa komid nidur & 6skuhaug Eyrarbajarins.

20 Johnsen, J.: Jardatal & islandi. Bls. 208.

21 J6n b. bér: Saga isafjardar I. Bls. 217, 236-237.

22 J6hann Gunnar Olafsson: ,,Byggd & Skutulsfjardareyri.” Bls. 30.
1.J.7, nr. 690. Levetzow, 1787.

2% J6n b. bor: Saga Isafjardar 1. Bls. 252

24 J6n b. bor: Saga isafjardar I1. Bls. 7-10.

25 J6hann Gunnar Olafsson: ,,Félkid & isafirdi arié 1866.” Bls. 47.

% Olafur Magnusson: ,,Landnam i Skutulsfirdi.” Bls. 42.



Ekki fundust adrar menjar i skurdinum.?” Sérfraedingur fra Reykjavik var kalladur til

og eftir ad hafa litid & adstedur, taldi hann ekki astedu til ad adhafast neitt i malinu

frekar.?®
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pjodskjalasafn
= 1.J.7, nr. 690. Levetzow 1787
" Vestur-isafjardarprofastsdemi AC/2. Skjalabok Holtspresta 1484-1731.

Munnlegar heimildir
=  Oddur Pétursson: Samtal pann 7. september 2003
= Sturla Halldorsson: Samtal pann 21. september 2003

11



Adolf Fridriksson og James Taylor:

Rannsoknir a beaejarh6l Eyrar vio Skutulsfjoro sumario
2003

T

[safjardarbaejar og med styrk fra Fornleifasjodi. Tilefni rannsoknanna var ad gera
forkdnnun & minjunum, p.e.a.s. athuga astand peirra og meta visindalegt gildi stadarins.
Adolf Fridriksson stjornadi verkefninu, James Taylor stjérnadi uppgreftinum og adrir
patttakendur i vettvangsvinnu voru Gudrun Alda Gisladéttir og Freya Sadarangani.
Sigridur Pporgeirsdéttir, Howell M. Roberts og Gavin Lucas sau um ymsa

arvinnslupeetti. Eftirfarandi samantekt byggir & rannséknargdgnum uppgraftarins.

Safnahusid stendur & Eyrartani, og a milli pess, kirkjunnar og Eyrarskjols er 6byggdur
tunskiki. Pessi reitur var hér &dur eina byggadin a pessu svadi, enda er par hid gamla
beejarsteedi Eyrarbejarins. Talid er liklegt ad byggdin & Eyri hafi pegar hafist a
landnamsold, og par buid samfellt uns kaupstadurinn kaupir jordina og berinn er
yfirgefinn 1872. Mikil uppbygging hefur att sér stad i kaupstadarlandinu sem adur
tilheyrdi Eyri, en ekki er kunnugt um ad a baejarstaedinu hafi verid reistar byggingar eda
gert annad rask i seinni tid. Beejarstaedid er grasi groinn og fremur flatur héll, um 1 m

har par sem hann ris hast upp ar tanvellinum i kring, og er um 2-3 m yfir sjavarmali.

Ekki eru mikil ummerki na synileg um pa
byggd sem verid hefur & bejarstedinu i
arhundrud. Vid fyrstu syn virdist ekki annad
ad sja en litilshattar haedarmun i taninu, en
vid nadkvema uppmelingu sem gerd var vid
upphaf rannséknanna kom annad i ljés. |
midju gamla tdninu eru i raun tveir, misstorir
holar eda hryggir. A nordurhluta svadisins,

liggur aflong bunga, um 51 m 16ng og 21 m

Oom 50m

12



breid og liggur fra sudvestri til nordausturs. Ner han fra pvi & mots vid sudausturhorn
Safnahussins og innfyrir girdingu Eyrarskjols. Skammt sunnan vid pessa bungu er
onnur minni og leegri, sem liggur eins vid attum, eda 6gn meira til NNA og SSV, en
sker sig ekki eins vel ar umhverfinu. Atla ma ad han sé um 25 m 16ng og um 11 m
breid. Austurhlidin er brottust og han er reglulega bein. Er hugsanlegt ad byggdaleifar
par hafi verid ad nokkru skertar & fyrri hluta 20. aldar, enda liggur par géngustigur.

A sudurenda sydri bungunnar stendur minnismerki & steyptum stopli. Landi hattar
pannig til & sveedinu ad tanvollurinn er hardur, grédurmold virdist fremur litil og stutt
nidur a sjavarmol. Grjot mun hafa verid fjarleegt Ur yngstu byggingum Eyrar er
sjukrahusid var byggt 1925. EKKi er ad sja ad grunnur sjukrahussins vestan hols, né
steekkun kirkjugardsins austan vid, hafi raskad byggingum ad 6dru leyti. Ma vera ad
nyrstu totu bajarhdlsins, sem er langt innan girdingar Eyrarskjols hafi verid dgn raskad
pegar leikskolinn var reistur. Eins er mogulegt ad Oskuhaugur beaejarins hafi verid
sunnan vid bee, enda fundust par dyrabein og aska pegar minnismerkid var reist 1974.
Ma vera ad haugurinn hafi verid sléttadur Gt ad hluta og/eda horfid undir gangstétt og
gotu.

A grundvelli fyrirliggjandi heimilda um svadid og samkvaemt yfirbordsathugun og
uppmelingu benti allt til pess ad bajarhdllinn & Eyri hafi ordid fyrir litlu raski. Er
sérlega dvenjulegt ad bajarholl, eda jafnvel tveir rastaholar, sem nd standa i midjum
kaupstad, hafi ekki ordid fyrir meira hnjaski vid uppbyggingu byggdarinnar s.1. éld.
Ekki er kunnugt um ad neinar fornleifarannséknir hafi verid gerdar & stadnum fyrr en
sumarid 2003 og litid vitad um minjar par annad en pad sem logun hoélanna &
rannsdknarstadnum gefur til kynna og bein og aska sem kom upp sydst a sveedinu 1974.
Virdist mega gera rad fyrir ad annar hollinn, p.e. sa sterri (nyrdri) séu leifar beejarins,
en hinn minni geeti verid leifar GtihGsa sem stadid hafa a baejarhladinu. Vegna seinni
bygginga a gamla Eyrartaninu eru litlar likur til ad finna adrar busetuleifar en par sem
tunid er enn ad mestu ohreyft. Kirkjan hefur stadid talsvert fra beenum & seinni 6ldum,
en Ovist er hvar elstu kirkjusteedin eru. Mannabein hafa ekki komid upp utan
Kirkjugardsins par sem hann er nd.

Markmid uppgraftar a Eyri var ad gera forrannsokn, kanna &stand minjanna, meta
umfang peirra og mdégulegt rannséknargildi. Til ad na pessu markmidi er naudsynlegt

ad meta hvort pad rask sem po hefur att sér stad hafi haft takmorkud ahrif & astand
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minjanna, eda hvort peaer séu pannig & sig komnar ad fornleifarannsokn beeri
takmarkadan arangur.

Forrannsdknin skiptist pvi i tvo peetti, annarsvegar nakveema yfirbordsrannsokn &
svaedinu 6llu, sem gefid geeti visbendingar um umfang og legu minjanna, og hinsvegar
kénnunargroft & véldum stédum.

Lagt var Gt hnitakerfi sem nadi yfir rannsoknarsvadid allt (2000m?) og byggt &
stadarhnitakerfi  Isafjardarbajar  eftir  leidsogn  Taeknideildar. Ad  lokinni
yfirbordsmelingu var akvedid ad velja 3 stadi til frekari rannsokna, p.e. vestur og

austur brun staerra hoélsins, og nordausturhluta minni hélsins.

Skurdur A

Skurdur A 14 SA-NV, a
nordvesturbran steerra
holsins. Skurdurinn var 5 m
langur og 2 m breidur.

Minjar komu pegar fram
' rétt undir grasrotarlaginu. |
midjum skurdinum kom i
1j6s grjothledsla, med u.p.b.
A-V stefnu (009). Er liklegt

ad hledslan sé ar huasvegg

bajarins. Vestan vid hana

EYRI 2003 - Skurdur A

N — o\q”k var brunt moldarlag (007)
N (OBQCQ 008 med sandi, og dalitlu af
) kolablettum og mdoosku i.
§OO7 Er lagid yngra en
(005
) veggurinn og liklegt ad pad
004 _ _
0 ) (D hafi myndast eftir ad
0‘ : 5‘ beaerinn for i eydi. Svo

virdist sem petta afokslag
sé jafnframt utan vid bejarhisin ad nordanverdu, pvi sunnan og austan vid
vegghledsluna 1a mikil médskudreif (004, 005), med torfhruni i, allt ad 35 sm pykk. Er

14



liklegt ad téftin sem hledslan var hluti af, hafi fyllst eda verid fyllt af modsku og
Urgangi pann tima sem hun st6d opin, eins og algengt er. Undir médskulaginu i
nordausturhorni skurdarins sést i pétt, dokkbrant lag, med torfhruni i, médskuflekkjum
(008) og er liklega fra peim tima er bajarhusin féllu eda voru tekin nidur. Pad sem i
skurdinum sést er p.a.l. Utveggur, sveedid utanvid (vestanmegin) og ad innanverdu sér |

fyllingu sem safnast hefur upp i baejartéftinni.

Skurdur B

Skurdur (B) var grafinn &
austurbran steerra holsins
0g  sneri  nordaustur-
sudvestur. Hann var 5 m
langur og 2 m breidur.
~ Minjar komu pegar fram
rétt undir grasrétinni, er
torfid var tekid ofan af. |
midju skurdarins kom i
[j6s um 1.4 m breitt torflag

(010), med NA-SV

EYRI 2003 — Skurdur B

0

5

m

m

stefnu. Torfid virdist vera
hrun en ekki heil
torfhledsla. Hrunid liggur
hinsvegar pétt saman.
Nordan og vestan megin
vid torfid var steinardd af
rumlega hnefastorum

steinum (011). Steinarnir

bita ekki saman, heldur liggja peir dalitid gisio vid torfid, en pd virdist ljost hér sé um
ad reda heillega vegghledslu ur torfi og grjoti. Virdist eystri brunin vera ytri brun
veggjarins. Beggja vegna veggjarins voru méaska og kolablettir (013, 014). Skurdurinn

neer m.6.o. yfir eystri Utvegg bajarhisa og Gtfyrir hann.
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Skurdur C

Pridji  skurdurinn  var
grafinn i syori hdlinn,
pann minni. Skurdurinn l&
i NV-SA stefnu og var
tekinn & nyrdri hluta
holsins, par Ut & austurbrin
hans, p.e. peirri er snyr ad

kirkjugardsveggnum.
Skurdurinn  var 55 m

langur og 2 m breidur.

Minjar komu strax i ljos

undir grasrotarlaginu.
EYRI 2003 — Skurdur C

i vesturenda skurdar var
hrunlag 0r torfi og grjoti
(015), um 80 sm breitt og

nadi pversum fyrir

skurdendann. Sudaustan vio

petta lag var dberandi rod af

labdroum steinhnullungum
(016), og inn & milli peirra voru leifar af torfi. Steinarddin 1a fra VNV til ASA og var
unnt ad rekja hana um 2.1 m langa leid innan marka skurdarins. Sunnan til var
skurdurinn pakinn grjo6ti (017) badi labdrdum hnullungum sem og grjéti med hvossum
brinum og af 6llum steerdum. Inn & milli voru kolablettir (018), med jarngjalli og sindri
i og jarnbrotum, m.a. ndglum. Nordan vid pessar jarnvinnsluleifar var stor
vidarkolablettur (019). A einum stad vottadi fyrir brenndum beinum og 6sku (020).
Sudaustanmegin i skurdinum voru enn tveer steinaradir (021-022).
Erfitt er ad meta mannvistarleifar Gt fra litlum skurdi, en pad virdist blasa vid ad
hledsluleifar 15, 16, 21 og 22 séu allt veggjaleifar somu byggingar sem par hefur stagid,
og tilheyra annadhvort sama byggingarstigi eda fleiru en einu. Kolin og jarnleifar benda

eindregid til ad par hafi stadid smidja.
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Nidurstéour

Minjasvaedid ner yfir um 2000 fermetra skika, og virdist litlu hafa verid raskad par fra
pvi beerinn var rifinn & ofanverdri 19. 6ld. Bajarstaedid stendur & tveimur, lagum holum.
Grafid i b4da hdlana og fornleifar komu i 1jos i 6llum skurdum.

[ skurdum A og B 4 steerri (nyrdri) holnum komu i 1jos breid 16g af torfhruni og grjoti
sem la i sbmu stefnu og brdnir langhlidar baejarhdlsins. Eru allar likur & ad pessar
hledsluleifar tilheyri storum veggjum ar torfi og grjoti og ad peir séu hluti af utveggjum
baejarhlsanna austan megin og vestan. A milli veggjanna og utan peirra eru 16g af dsku
og 6drum drgangi, eins og venta ma i toftum beejar eftir ad hann hefur verid yfirgefinn.
[ skurdi C & minni (sydri) holnum komu fram floknar leifar hisbyggingar, jafnvel leifar
af fleiru en einu byggingarstigi. Inn i hasinu fundust aberandi merki elds og
jarnvinnslu. Virdist hér fundin smidja baejarins a Eyri, og kann sa alyktun jafnframt ad
skyra hversvegna pessi bygging hefur verid reist spottakorn fra sjalfum banum, p.e.
vegna eldhattu. Sydst & pessum sama hol, hoféu fundist dyrabein og mikid af 6sku
pegar minnismerki var reist par 1974. Er liklegt ad par & hélnum séu einnig leifar
Oskuhaugsins fra baenum.

Alls fundust 32 fundir. Eru pad einkum leirkersbrot, naglar og ymis brot, sem stadfesta
ad minjarnar eru fra 19. 6ld.

Vardveisla byggingaleifa er god, og auk pess virdast vardveisluskilyrdi i jardveginum
ageet, enda fundust m.a. leifar af vefnadi. Gefur pad géda von um ad astand minja sem
liggja nedar i rastah6lunum sé mjog gott.

Hafi Eyrarberinn verid byggdur & landnamsold, og hafi hann avallt stadid & sama stad,
geyma pessir rastahdlar o6slitna byggdasogu fra upphafi. Ekki var grafid nidur ar
mannvistarldgunum i skurdunum, til ad hréfla sem minnst vid minjunum & pessu stigi,
en med hlidsjon af peirri upphledslu sem ordid hefur & stadnum, ma &tla ad holarnir
geymi um 1.7 m pykk 16g af merkum minjum.

Til pessa hafa faar fornleifarannsdknir verid gerdar & Vestfjoréum, og engar rannsoknir
a baejarhtisum par fra middéldum eda sidar. Frekari rannsoknir & baejarleifum Eyrar veeru
keerkomid teekifaeri til ad baeta vid pekkingu & menningarsdgu pessa landshluta sidustu

aldir.
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Verdi rddist i frekari rannsoknir & Eyri, veeri askilegt ad kanna i fyrstu nyrstu totu
nyrdri holsins, p.e. pess hluta minjasvadisins sem nu er innan leikskélavallar. Eins veeri
heppilegt, ef beejaryfirvold hafa i hyggju ad nyta tanid vid holinn og sjukrahusid, ad
kanna med prufugrefti, hvort fleiri minjar leynist i tuninu, pott ekki sjaist mota fyrir
peim & yfirbordi. Par geeti verid um ad reeda leifar GtihGsa, eda jafnvel eldri Kirkjustaedi
eda bajarstaedi. EKKi er vist ad barinn hafi avallt stadid & sama stad. En hélarnir vitna
um pad ad hann hefur a.m.k. verid & pvi bajarstedi i langan tima. Fjarsjarmeelibinadi
verdur liklega ekki komid vid til athugana & taninu, enda er jardvegur of grunnur. Verdi
rddist i umfangsmiklar rannséknir & Eyri, veeri heppilegt ad opna stort uppgraftarsveedi,
t.d. i fyrstu & nyrori hdlnum, rannsaka efstu minjarnar i nokkrum aféngum og meta
hvort mogulegt sé ad vardveita paer og kynna almenningi, eda hvort vert veeri ad halda
rannsoknum afram og rannsaka eldri mannvistarleifar einnig. Sudurhdllinn er liklega
smidja og ma vera ad undir yngstu smidjunni séu enn leifar smidju eda annarra Gtihdsa.
pott dskuhaugurinn sé ad nokkru skertur, er 1jost ad dyrabein vardveitast vel & stadnum
og gefur pad géda von um ad nyta megi Urganginn til rannsdkna & mataraedi og ymsum

efnahagslegum pattum ur ségu Skutulsfjardarbua.
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James Taylor:

The Farm Mound at Eyri, Isafjérour. First Stage
Archaeological Evaluation. Initial results and
preliminary interpretation.

With contributions from Howell M. Roberts and Gavin Lucas.
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Eyri i Skutulsfirdi
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Fornleifastofnun islands carried out an archaeological evaluation (trial trenching) on
municipal land in the grounds of the Museum in Isafjordur, between the 1st and 5th
July 2003. This work was carried out on behalf of the Town of Isafjérdur, in an effort
to understand and realise the research potential of the site, and represents the first stage
of a process of investigation which may help to shed light on the development of the
earliest known settlement in the area.

Targeted trenching of the visible farm-mound revealed extensive archaeological
remains throughout the area. All of the remains encountered upon this site appear to
represent a single phase of mid to late 19th century activity - this corresponds well to

the documented abandonment of the farm in c. 1870. A contour survey centred upon
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the farm-mound and its immediate vicinity has recorded in detail the local topography,
and revealed two probable foci of activity on the site.The nature and date of the
deposits found suggest excellent potential for preservation of earlier remains on the site.
Further substantial archaeological excavations are therefore thought to be both possible
and desirable. Such will prove necessary to fully document and understand the origins

and development of this historically important settlement.

INTRODUCTION

&,
‘ i \ 7 erg% Om

Kirkjugardur

100m

/S'a " Kirkja,
Rannsoknarsvaedi ”%,,%’_
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Eyri Farm is located within the grounds of the old hospital building (how museum and
library) in the town of Isafjordur, Skutulsfjordur, and the playground of the adjacent
playschool Eyrarskjol to the northeast. Set on the landward (northwestern), end of the
promontory which lends the farm its name, the farm remained in use until c. 1870. The

area has never been built upon at any point during the subsequent growth of the town.
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The site sits on a gentle slope, dropping from ¢.3m above sea level on the northeastern
side to c.2.1m above sea level to the southwest. The study area is primarily within the
limits of the landscaped grass gardens surrounding the museum. Some footpaths cross
the area and, as already noted, a playground is situated at the northeastern limit.

The visible remains include two adjacent sub-rectangular mounds orientated northeast-
southwest. The largest mound, to the northwest, has a visible extent of some 51m long
and 21m wide. The highest part of this mound is 4.1m above sea level, dropping to
approximately 3.1m at its southwestern limit. The surface of the mound has a number
of clear depressions and raised linear features, which are likely to correspond to
structural remains some distance below the surface.

The southeastern mound has significantly smaller visible extents, due partly to apparent
truncation at the east by both a public footpath and a cemetery, and to the southeast by
a statue base. The surviving limits measure some 25m long by 11m wide. The highest
point on this mound is circa 3.5m above sea level.

Further truncation of the site may have occurred during the building of the hospital in
1925, when local tradition suggests that the farm-mound was levelled to create the
hospital gardens. Archive photographs of the site, dating to the 1870°s suggest that as
well as the two main structures, associated out-houses may also have been present at
this time. However no evidence for these remains apparent in the topography of the
area, suggesting that these at least may have been truncated or levelled.

A study area focusing upon the areas of high potential around the visible farm mounds

thus encompasses an area of approximately 2000mz2.

Historically the site is important to the area as it is believed to be the first farm in
Skutulsfjordur. Medieval sources indicate that the farm date to the ‘Landndm’ period.

By the 17" century the farm is the dominant settlement in the area.

AIMS AND METHODOLOGY

No previous archaeological investigation has been undertaken at the site, and little is
known about its archaeological development. As such, the aims of this project were

twofold:
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e 1) To assess the nature, extent and preservation of archaeological deposits
within the farm-mound at Eyri.

e 2) To make a record of the surface topography of the farm mound.

These steps will allow the construction of a research agenda and the creation of a
framework within which a larger scale excavation may be performed.

At the outset, one crucial issue was to establish the level of preservation of the
archaeological record. Since the site is believed to have been landscaped during the
construction of the hospital and its grounds, it is important to assess the degree to which
this activity may have truncated or disturbed the archaeological sequence before further
research can be carried out on the site.

In order to address this concern a trial trenching methodology was adopted. This was
supplemented by measured survey, and a measured graphic record.

A grid system was established using known points provided by Taknideild
Isafjardarbaejar (in the local grid system). Areas targeted for study were staked out
using a total station theodolite. Turf, topsoil, and modern overburden were all removed
by hand. All archaeological deposits thus revealed were also excavated by hand.
Written, and drawn records of all archaeological deposits were completed using pro-
forma recording systems developed by Fornleifastofnun islands, and supplemented by

photography as appropriate. All finds were recovered and located by single context.

In total, 3 trial trenches were excavated,

Trenches A and B were orientated northwest-southeast targeting shallow depressions in
the top of the northern mound. Trench C was also orientated northwest-southeast and
focussed on the less well preserved southern mound.

In addition, the topography of the farm-mound was mapped using a Nikon DTM750
total station theodolite using ‘FastMap’ onboard software, generating a digital elevation
model of the site. Post-processing was carried out using “Surfer 8” software to

generate a contour model of the study area.
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RESULTS

om | | | | 50m

All three trenches yielded archaeological deposits with an excellent degree of
preservation, immediately below the turf surface. Intrusive excavation was therefore
kept to a minimum in order to preserve the deposits in situ until a wider research

programme can be implemented, taking into account the full extent of these deposits.
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Trench A

Trench A was oriented northwest-southeast and located on the northwestern edge of the

visible remains. It measured 5m long by 2m wide.

EYR 03 - Trench A
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A small sondage in the northeastern corner of the trench revealed a deposit of mid
brown sandy silt (008) including charcoal lenses, and frequent crushed or degraded
shell, at a height of 3.50m above sea level. Context 008 was interspersed with turf
collapse, peat ash and large stones, and to the west overlay a cluster of large rocks
orientated northeast-southwest (009). These stones were limited on their south side by a
band of charcoal — a continuation of context 008 as seen in the sondage. Context 009
appeared to be of a structural nature, and is interpreted as a possible wall. The latter
context marked a gentle break of slope to the northwest which was formed by a deposit
of mid brown sandy silt (007) with turf fragments, wood ash and charcoal. Context 007
is interpreted as post abandonment debris.

To the southeast of structure 009 was a thick layer of orange and red peat ash (005)
containing turf fragments, and measuring up to 350mm in depth. Context 005 appears
to fill a hollow to the south east of structure 009 and is interpreted as a process of
dumping within the ruins following the abandonment of the structure. Context 005 was
in turn overlain by a more mixed deposit of dark brown humic silt (004) including

lenses of charcoal and peat ash. These deposits were sealed by turf and topsoil.
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Trench B
Trench B was oriented northwest-southeast and located on the east side of the visible

remains. It measures 5m long by 2m wide.

EYR 03 - Trench B
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Deposits in the trench were dominated by a band of turf collapse (010) up to 1.4m wide
and aligned northeast-southwest. Deposit 010 was edged at its northern limit by a
linear band of large stones (011), appearing to form the fair face of a structure. Taken
together, contexts 010 and 011 are interpreted as the remains of a turf and stone wall
(012).

Downslope, to the southeast of structure 012 was a dump of peat ash and charcoal
(013) measuring at least 1.1m in diameter, and of as yet unknown depth. To the
northwest of structure 012, smaller patches of charcoal were also found in a deposit of
dark greyish brown silt (014), interspersed with occasional clusters of small to medium

sub-rounded stones.
Trench C

Trench C was oriented northwest-southeast and located on the southeastern part of the

farm mound. It measures 5.5m long by 2m wide.
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EYR 03 - Trench C

The western limit of this trench was marked by a band of stone and turf debris (015)
with a visible width of 800mm. To the southeast of context 015 was distinctive linear
band of rounded ‘sea-boulders’ (016), with intermittent patches of turf debris. Feature
016 was aligned westnorthwest-eastsoutheast, and could be traced for a distance of
some 2.1m within the limits of the trench.

The southern central part of the trench was covered with a spread of stones (017)
including both ‘sea-boulders’ and more angular stones of all sizes. These were
supported by a very mixed matrix of loose dumps (018) and large charcoal patches with
concentrated slag and ironwork (mostly nails and fittings). The northern central part of
the trench was dominated by a dark charcoal rich deposit (019). Between contexts 015
and 019, a discrete patch of burnt bone and ash was noted (020).

At the south eastern limit of the trench, two further linear bands of stone were apparent
(Contexts 021 and 022), having slightly differing alignments.

Features 015, 016, 021 and 022 are interpreted as the remains of buildings or other
structural elements. Prior to further excavation the relationships of these features are
unresolved, although it seems likely that this group represents elements of more than
one phase of construction. It is possible that Features 015 and 022 belong to a single

building episode, and that features 016 and 021 belong to another.
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CONCLUSIONS

All three trenches yielded clear archaeological evidence. Trenches A and B both
contained large bands of turf debris and rocks, aligned with the long axis of the farm
mound. These features are clearly suggestive of large walls of turf and stone, as may
be expected at a settlement of this nature. Similarly, the associated deposits - including
substantial dumps of peat ash - are consistent with the post-abandonment debris that
might be anticipated on a site such as this.

Trench C, located on the smaller southeastern mound also showed complex structural
remains, along with concentrated evidence of burning and metalwork. It is therefore
suggested that this structure (or structures) represents some form of workshop or
specialised activity area, possibly a smithy. This may indicate a functional separation
of the outbuildings.

All of the finds are of a date consistent with the known abandonment of the farm in the
mid-late 19th century.

Preservation of the excavated deposits was excellent in all 3 trenches, including the
preservation of textiles amongst other finds. There is no reason to suspect that

underlying phases of activity are any less well preserved.

The farm-mound Eyri has a substantial archaeological potential. It is likely that the
archaeological sequence is both well preserved and survives to some considerable
depth. Up to 1.7m of accumulation may be noted across the site and this is thought to
reflect a lengthy period of occupation, and complex structural deposits.

Large scale excavation will be necessary to understand such a sequence fully. Such
work would be a major contribution to the archaeology of the Westfjords, a region that
is currently underrepresented nationally, and would greatly enhance our understanding
of farm development in Iceland. The site is held to be of both regional and national
importance, and would make a contribution of international significance when added to
comparative data from similar sites elsewhere in Iceland (such as Stdraborg in
Eyjafjallasveit). The archaeology of farm-mounds in the North Atlantic remains an
under-developed area of study, and one which therefore offers excellent research

opportunities and has great potential.
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Appendix 1 — Context Register

No. Area  Type Description / Information
001 Tr. A Group  Pre-ex plan
002 Tr.B Group  Pre-ex plan
003 Tr.C Group  Pre-ex plan

004 Tr. A Layer Dump. Dark brown organic silt with charcoal,
peat ash, turf.

005 Tr. A Layer  Part-exc. Dump. Peat ash, charcoal, turf debris.
006 Tr. A Group  Post-exc multi-context plan
007 Tr.A  Deposit Un-exc. Mid brown silt with turf fragments,

wood ash charcoal

008 Tr.A  Deposit Un-exc. As 007. Possibly equals 0077

009 Tr.A  Deposit Cluster of large sub-rounded stones — top of
possible wall?

010 Tr.B  Deposit Linear spread of turf collapse. Part of [012]

011 Tr.B  Deposit  Stone facing. Part of [012]

012 Tr.B Group  Putative stone faced wall. Formed from (010)
and (011)

013 Tr.B  Deposit Dump. Peat ash, wood ash and charcoal.

014 Tr.B  Deposit Dark greyish brown silt with occasional small-
med sub-rounded stones

015 Tr.C  Deposit Band of turf collapse with frequent stone

016 Tr.C  Deposit Linear band of rounded cobbles

017 Tr.C  Deposit Spread of mixed stone

018 Tr.C  Deposit Mixed dumping, including charcoal, slag, iron
etc.

019 Tr.C Deposit  Dark, charcoal rich.

020 Tr.C  Deposit Patch of burnt bone and ash

021 Tr.C  Deposit Stone alignment

022 Tr.C  Deposit Stone alignment

023 Tr.A  Layer Topsoil

024 Tr.B  Layer Topsoil

025 Tr.C  Layer Topsoil

Date
2/7/03
2/7/03

2-
3/7/03
2/7/03

3/7/03
5/7/03

pX

pX
pX

pX
px
pX

pX
pX

pX
pX
pX
pX

pXx
(004
pXx
pX
pX
pX
pX

ID
FS
GAG
GAG

FS

FS
FS
HMR

HMR
HMR

HMR
HMR
HMR

HMR
HMR

HMR
HMR
HMR
HMR

HMR
HMR
HMR
HMR
HMR
HMR
HMR
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Appendix 2 — Finds Register

Finds | Context General Material Quantity | Quantity
Number | Number Name Type Weight (g) Count
1 023 Pot sherds Ceramic 42 15
2 023 Sherds/ fragments Glass 145 22
3 023 Coin Cu Alloy 2.4 1
4 023 Fragment Coal 0.42 2
5 023 Fragment CBM 8 1
6 023 Fragment Bone 0.2 2
7 u/sS Sinker Stone 2225 1
8 004 Sherds/ fragments Glass 143 7
9 024 Clay pipe stems Ceramic 11 5
10 024 Nails Fe 127 13
11 024 Objects Fe 20 2
12 024 Fragment CBM 39 11
13 024 Pot sherds Ceramic 72 40
14 024 Bone Bone 12.6 1
15 024 Sherds/ fragments Glass 375 13
16 025 Clay pipe stems Ceramic 3.6 2
17 025 Object Cu Alloy 5.5 1
18 025 Whetstone fragment Stone 14.7 1
19 025 Object Lead 10.9 1
20 025 Hook Fe 13.7 2
21 025 Sherds/ fragments Glass 63.3 20
22 025 Fragment Coal 10 2
23 025 Fragment CBM 15.6 5
24 025 Fragment Shell 6 3
25 025 Fragment Bone 9.2 14
26 025 Horseshoe Fe 203.9 2
27 025 Hook Fe 122.6 1
28 025 Object Fe 2000 50+
29 025 Nails Fe 485 50+
30 025 Pot sherds Ceramic 800 100+
31 025 Bone Bone 47.6 4
32 025 Slag Slag 250 12
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