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This book is a reprint of K. K. Österr. Museum für Kunst 
und Industrie / Vorlagen für das Kunstgewerbe / heraus-
gegeben von Carl Hrachowina / I. Band / Künstliches 
Alphabet von J. Th. de Bry / Wien, Verlag von Carl 
Graesser / MDCCCLXXXVI. 
 That, in turn, drew on Neiw Kunstliches Alphabet / 
gezirt mit schönen Figurn, deren lede sich auff seinem 
Buchstaben accommodirt, artlich in Kupffergestochen, 
durch die Brye, Auch mit Lateinischen Versen vnd 
teutschen Reimen lustig beschrieben. / FR. ad MOc. Ao. 
M.D.XCV.
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Johann Theodor de Bry, son of the artist of the same name, 
was born in Liège in 1561. Like his father, he was a draughts-
man and engraver, living and working in Frankfurt am Main, 
and died there in 1623. He and his brother Israel made a sub-
stantial contribution to the larger publishing projects of their 
father, who was also a bookseller. His work was more spirited 
and more refined than his father’s; both are counted as minor 
artists.

Johann Theodor de Bry was exceptional both in figurative 
work and ornament. In addition to engraving a booklet of 
family trees and coats of arms and several other works, he also 
produced alphabets. In 1595 he published the present work, 
reproduced here partly in original size, partly reduced, under 
the title:

NEIW Kunstliches Alphabet
gezirt mit schönen Figurn, deren Iede sich auff seinem Buchsta-
ben accommodirt, artlich in Kupffergestochen, durch die Brye, 
Auch mit Lateinischen Versen und teutschen Reimen lustig 
beschrieben.

FR. ad MOc. Ao. M.D.XCV.
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In the late 19th century, Carl Hrachowina 
     (1845–1896) taught at the Arts and Crafts School in 
Vienna. He selected and published a series of study aids 
for craftsmen and artisans. This is the first in his series.

Johann Theodor de Bry (1561–1623) designed the 
intricate set of capitals in Neiw Kunstliches Alphabet, 
which was first published in Frankfurt am Main in 1595. 
He is best known for engravings in books about early 
colonies in the Americas and European voyages to Asia. 


