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Inngangur

Rannsokn gamla kirkjugrunnsins i kirkjugardinum i Reykholti hofst arido 2002 pegar
gerd var forrannsokn i kirkjugardinum, og mun standa til arsloka 2006. Hin er
samvinnuverkefni bjodminjasafns islands og Fornleifastofnunar {slands og hefur fra
upphafi verid styrkt af Kristnihatidarsjodi. Arid 2005 veittu einnig Fornleifasjodur og
Snorrastofa i Reykholti rannsokninni fjarhagslegan studning. Kirkjurannsoknin er
hluti af sterra rannsoknarverkefni 4 stadnum sem hofst arid 1998 med
fornleifarannsokn 4 beejarstadinu sem var unnin 4 vegum Pjodminjasafns Islands med
styrk fra islensku rikisstjorninni. Fyrir pann tima héfou minni fornleifarannsoknir
farid fram 4 stadnum, adallega vegna byggingarframkvemda ymiss konar. Kirkjan
hefur alla tid skipad mikilvaegan sess i busetu stadarins. [ pvi sambandi er m.a.
ahugavert ad komast ad pvi hvener fyrsta kirkjan var reist, og hvort kom a undan,
kirkja eda bear. Reykholt er ekki einn af landnamsbajunum svonefndu sem nefndir
eru i Landnamu en er byggt i landi eins peirra, Breidabdlstadar, og elsta heimild um
kirkju 4 stadnum er fra 12. 6ld.

Fornleifarannsoknirnar urdu kveikjan ad alpjodlegu og pverfaglegu
rannsoknarverkefni, Reykholtsverkefninu svonefnda', sem hefur Snorra Sturluson og
timabil hans sem kjarna, en Snorri kom liklega i Reykholt arid 1206 og bjo par af og
til allt til 1241 pegar hann var veginn 1 Reykholti af utsendurum Noregskonungs. Einn
pattur pessa verkefnis er rannsokn Reykholts sem kirkjumidstodvar. Reykholt var
einn hinna helstu stada {slands i kirkjulegri merkingu pess ords. Aformad er ad kanna
hver var tilgangurinn med hinum elstu og sterstu stodum. Tveir framhaldsnemar i
sagnfredi vinna nu ad pvi, annar i Noregi vid 6flun samanburdarefnis i svipudum
stofnunum erlendis og hinn vid Haskola fslands, en rekstur Reykholts 4 midoldum er
ritgerdarefni hans.

Rannsokn kirkjugrunnsins i Reykholti er mikilvaeg 1 pessu samhengi. Hann er
einn af 6rfaum kirkjugrunnum séknarkirkja sem eru adgengilegir til rannsoknar, og er
sa fyrsti sinnar tegundar sem rannsakadur er 4 Islandi. Slikar kirkjur pjonudu
mikilveegu hlutverki, hver i sinni sveit og eru pvi stor pattur i kirkjuségu landsins.
Rannsokninni er @tlad ad bata vid pekkingu um pad hvernig soknarkirkjur litu ut og

proudust, midad vid adrar tegundir kirkna & fyrri 61dum.

! Sja samantekt um verkefnid 4 heimasidu Snorrastofu 4 sl6dinni www.snorrastofa.is.



Sérfredingar hja Pjodminjasafni og Fornleifastofnun hafa nu pegar komid ad
rannsokninni og aformad er ad fleiri komi ad henni pegar kemur ad pvi ad midla peim
upplysingum sem rannsoknin leidir i 1jos>.

Sumarid 2005 st6d rannsoknin yfir fra 30. mai til 1. jali. Ad henni unnu,
mislengi, fornleifafredingarnir Anies Hassan, Banu Aydinoglugil, Guodrin
Sveinbjarnardottir, stjornandi rannsoknarinnar, Hildur Gestsdottir og Oscar Aldred,
og fornleifafraedinemarnir Inga Hlin Valdimarsdoéttir og Stefan Olafsson. Ad medaltali
unnu 6,5 manns vid uppgroftinn allan timann.

Professor lan Simpson, jardvegsfraedingur vid Haskolann i Stirling 1 Skotlandi
kom vid dsamt tveimur nemum til pess ad taka jardvegssyni Ur gomlu tini &
Grimsstooum, neesta bae vesta vid Reykholt, en hann hafdi adur tekid slik syni i
Reykholti og 4 Breidabolstad. Mun hann rannsaka raektunaradferdir til forna, en peer
rannsoknir eru hluti af verkefninu Landscapes circum landndm sem er styrkt af
Leverhulme Trust i Englandi og feaest vid vistfreedileg ahrif busetu & Nordur
Atlantshafssvadinu. bad verkefni tengist Reykholtsverkefninu.

[ april var Tim Horsley 4 ferd 4 Islandi, m.a. vid jardsjarmalingar 4 atludum
slodum midaldaverslunarstadar 4 Hvitarvollum®. bessar rannsoknir eru hluti
Reykholtsverkefnisins. Hann skodadi einnig frekar tvo stadi & uppgraftarsvadi
kirkjunnar, til pess ad reyna ad greida gotu rannsOknarinnar. Hafdi hann farid yfir
kirkjusteedid med jardsjarmalingatekjum sinum arid 2001, adur en uppgroftur par
hofst. bau svaedi sem hann skodadi i april 2005 voru annars vegar austan vid
kirkjugrunninn, en par segir i ritheimildum ad hafi fundist steinkista pegar grof var
tekin & 19. 6ld. Hins vegar framhald gangsins sudur ur kirkjunni til pess ad kanna
hvort hann hafi getad nad alla leid Ut 4 bajarstedid 4 fyrri skeidum. Pessar athuganir
vorpudu ekki frekara 1josi a pessi tvod svaedi.

Vikuna eftir ad kirkjurannsokninni lauk fér Gudriin Sveinbjarnardottir 4samt
Anies Hassan og Kristoffer Dahle, norskum fornleifafredinema, i Kjaradal til ad
halda afram rannsokn 4 ristum sels Reykholts, en par gerdi Odinn Haraldsson,
mastersnemi { fornleifafredi vid Haskola Islands, konnunarholur & réstasveedinu
sumarid 2004 til pess ad kanna edli og aldur minjanna. bPessar rannsoknir munu varpa
ljosi 4 rekstur stadarins i Reykholti, en selin pjonudu mikilvegu hlutverki 1 pvi

sambandi. Adur en rannsokn hofst for Konstanrinos Velegrinos, mastersnemi i

2 Gudrtin Sveinbjarnardottir og Hildur Gestsdottir 2004.
* Horsley 2006.



landafraedi vid Haskola Islands, med fjarkénnunartaeki yfir rastasvaedid til pess ad
kanna hvaoa 1j6si slikar malingar geta varpad a utlit rusta fyrir uppgroft, og par med
hvort slik tekni getur hjalpad til vid ad gera rannsoknaraztlun fyrir uppgroft.
Mastersverkefni hans fjallar m.a. um pad. Fjallad er um selsrannsoknina i annarri
skyrslu®.

Eins og fyrri ar naut rannsoknin adstodar ymissa adila. Snorrastofa sa
starfslidinu fyrir husnadi 4 medan 4 rannsokn stod og veitti adgang ad bokasafni og
tolvubunadi sinum. Hun st6d einnig fyrir pvi ad uppgraftarlioid fékk kaffi- og
hadegisverdaradstodu i gamla skélahusinu. Landsvirkjun lanadi skar sem notadur var
sem skrifstofa. Pessum adilum eru faerdar pakkir fyrir adstodina. Sérstakar pakkir faer
Omolfur Gudmundsson, umsjonarmadur i Reykholti, en hann var, asamt starfsfolki

sinu, bodinn og blinn ad adstoda okkur 4 medan 4 rannsokn stod.

Uppgroftur 2005 — framgangur og adferoir

Uppgrefti var haldid afram par sem frd var horfid sumarid 2004. ba var svedid yfir
kirkjunni ordid mest um 21,5 m langt og 9,4 m breitt, eda um 193 m? (sja mynd 1).
Uppgraftarsvaedid var ekki steekkad meira.

Rannsoknaradferdir voru paer sému og beitt hefur verid vid uppgroftinn i
Reykholti sidan 1998. Grafid er eftir jardlogum i einum fleti eftir pvi sem unnt er,
eftir hinni svonefndu Harris Matrix adferd (single context planning). Einnig er studst
vi0 snid par sem vid 4. Hverju jardlagi, skurdi og fyllingarlagi (samheiti context eda
eining) er gefid numer og var byrjad par sem fra var horfid sumarid 2004. Allar
einingar voru teiknadar og i sumum tilfellum ljosmyndadar, baedi a litskyggnur og
stafrena myndavél, og skradar 4 sérstakt eydublad.

Jar0log, mannvirki, fundir og syni voru maeld samkvaemt hnitakerfi sem sett
var upp a uppgraftarsvadinu vid upphaf rannsoknarinnar. Hnitakerfinu var skipt i 5 x
5 m reiti fyrir teikningar til pess ad audvelda samsetningu peirra vid urvinnslu. Notast
var vi0 einfaldan hadarmeli til pess ad mala had yfir sjdvarmali, og gengid ut fra
pekktri haed 4 legsteini Bjarna Porsteinssonar vid sudvesturhorn kirkjunnar sem byggd

var 1886-87.

* Gudran Sveinbjarnardéttir 2005.



Stada rannsoknar 2004
Sumarid 2004 var kirkjan sem byggd var 1835 og stod til 1886, pegar hun var flutt,

fullrannsokud. Reyndist hun hafa verid rétt teeplega 11m long fra undirstodusteinum
vesturgafls ad undirstodusteinum austurgafls, en kamparnir vid vesturgaflinn, sem
gerdir eru Ur grjoti og torfi, nadu ramlega 1m vestar en pilid. Passar su lengd vel vid
pa sem gefin er upp i visitasium kirkjunnar, en ndkveem meling hlytur ad midast vid
hvadan er melt, p.e. & bilinu sem var 4 milli pils og steinveggjar.

Inni 1 kirkjunni kom 1 1jos golf sem tilheyrir peirri kirkju sem fram kemur 1
visitasium 1781-1833, en par segir ad timburg6lf sé i kornum og 2 stafgoélfum til
vidbotar, eda alls 1 5 stafgolfum, sem er rumlega helmingur grunnflatar kirkjunnar.
Reyndist pessi hluti kirkjunnar vera pakinn smasteinum sem mynda veantanlega
undirstodu undir timburgo6lfid. Vesturhluti golfflatarins var hins vegar pakinn torfi.
Mikio fannst af gripum i golfinu, sérstaklega peim hluta par sem timburg6lfid hefur
verid. I visitasiunum kemur fram ad fjalir virdast ekki hafa pakid allt golfid og gaeti

pad verid skyringin 4 fundum par.

10m

Mynd 1. Grunnflotur priggja stiga Reykholtskirkju, einkennt sem stig 4,
5, 0g 6 eins og pad leit ut i lok uppgraftar 2004.



Fjorar grafir voru grafnar upp, prjar inni i kirkjunni og ein i nordurvegg hennar. i
premur peirra voru karlmenn grafnir og var einn nafngreindur & skildi sem var &
kistunni, en pad var Porleifur Bjarnason profastur sem var grafinn 1783. I einni grof
inni i kirkjunni var kona grafin. I grafarstedunum matti sja leifar af moérgum eldri
byggingarstigum kirkjunnar, par & medal a.m.k. premur golflogum, veggjaleifum og
hledslum sem virdast m.a. skipta kirkjunni ad innan. bPessi stig komu einnig 1 ljos
pegar veggir sidustu kirkjunnar voru rifnir. Af pessum leifum vard ljost ad kirkjan
hefur ekki alltaf haft somu 16gun eda verid af somu sterd og gerd. Vid lok uppgraftar
komu i 1j6s steinapyrpingar vid midbik langveggja sem virtust benda til
krosskirkjulags (sja stig 6 4 mynd 1). I botni grafarsteedanna voru stérir steinar og
hledslur sem bentu til fyrri mannvirkja.

Mikid fannst af grofum umhverfis kirkjuna sem ekki saust 4 yfirbordi. Sunnan
vid hana liggja peer ad akvedinni linu undir ntiverandi kirkjugarsvegg og markar petta
sudurmork kirkjugardsins sem hefur nad sunnar en hann gerir ni. Engin merki
fundust parna um eldri kirkjugardsvegg en 1jost er ad kirkjugardurinn hefur nad alveg

upp ad bajarhusunum.

Yfirlit yfir pad sem kom i 1jos

Sumarid 2005 var haldid afram ad rannsaka frekar jardlog og mannvirkjaleifar sem
komu 1 ljos sumarid 2004. Adalaherslan var 16g0 4 ad rannsaka kirkjugrunninn
sjalfan. Byggingarskeidum var i lok rannséknar 2004 skipt i bradabirgdastig 1-7. |
pessari skyrslu er skiptingin eins, en gert er rad fyrir ad hun geti breyst vio frekari
rannsOknir. Adalumfjdllunin er um stig 6, en litillega komid inn 4 stig 5 og 7.
Byggingarskeid pau sem hafa numerin 1 til 5 voru ad mestu fullranns6kud arid
2004. bau hafa hingad til verid talin na til tveggja sidustu kirknanna & stadnum
samkvaemt uttektum (stig 4 og 5 4 mynd 1) og jardlaga sem myndudust eftir ad hiin
var flutt 1886. Pad er po liklegt ad pau stig sem nefnd eru 4 og 5 nai til fleiri en
tveggja sidustu lysinga kirkjunnar i uttektum, en samkvemt peim breyttist hun 1itid
baedi ad sterd og l1ogun. Umfjéllun um pessi stig verour ekki endurtekin hér, en visad
til framvinduskyrslu arsins 2004°. Nimerin innan hornklofa i umfj6lluninni hér 4 eftir

visa til hinna mismunandi jardlaga (eininga/kontexta).

’ Gudriin Sveinbjarnardéttir og Oscar Aldred 2005.



Stig 6

A pessu stigi, sem var ad koma i ljos i lok uppgraftar 2004, breytist lag kirkjunnar,
sem fram ad pessu var ferhyrnd og byggd 4 sama grunni (stig 4 og 5 4 mynd 1). Ymsir
byggingarhlutar voru p6 endurnyttir ur pessari kirkju 4 seinni stigum. Kirkjan & pessu
stigi var b&di lengri og breidari en sidari kirkjur, en einnig meira skemmd af seinni
umsvifum og pvi erfidara ad tulka hana. Steinapyrpingar komu i 1j6s vid midbik
langveggja (stig 6 & mynd 1), undir torfveggjum byggingarskeida 4 og 5, sem
reyndust tilheyra langveggjum pessa eldra stigs. Steinapyrpingarnar nadu adeins upp
ad kor kirkjunnar ad nordanverdu og ganginum sem liggur sudur Ur kirkjunni ad
sunnanverdu, og virtist korinn pvi vera mjorri en kirkjuskipid. Smasteinar 1 golfi, sem
morkudu golfflot kors og tveggja stafgolfa til vidbotar 1 sidustu kirkjunum, lagu &
pessu stigi undir langveggjum og austurgafli en heattu i mjog akvednum beinum linum
og marka hér einnig golfflot kirkjunnar (myndir 2 og 3). Smasteinarnir i jodrunum
liggja mun herra en annars stadar i golfinu, sérstaklega vid nordurhlid og austurgafl.
Golfid hefur sigid inni i kirkjunni & sidari skeidum hennar og gaetu grafir sem teknar
voru inni i henni hafa valdid pvi. Ekki er oliklegt ad petta sig hafi haft ahrif 4 pa
akvordun ad flytja kirjuna ur stad 1886.

Mynd 2. Stig 6 séd i vestur.



Mynd 3. Uppdrattur af kirkju a stigi 6. Ferningarnir eru 5 m a hlio.

Wall construction
The wall construction differed across the church; between the east and west half and

between the north and south sides of the church. The east and west ends were divided
by the eastern wall of the south entrance and the north to south retaining wall [2314]:
to the west a stone post pad construction with turf walls, and to the east possible
postholes with a turf wall on the eastern end. The north and south walls west of
[2314] also differed.

The northern wall was constructed with flat hverasteinn stones [2306] lying
over a foundation surface of gravel [2315] (fig. 4), which lay in a shallow cut
(unrecorded in 2005). To the north of the stones, towards the eastern extent, a turf
wall was seen [2319]. It had been heavily truncated on its northern, eastern and
western sides, making it difficult to identify whether it was localised to the western
end of the church or ran its entire length.

In previous seasons the southern wall appeared to have undergone several
rebuilds that had not occurred elsewhere on the site. The southern wall in 2005
consisted of a foundation trench (approximately 0.4m deep and 6m long by 1m wide)
[2332]. The trench was filled with a gravel deposit [2326] which gave support for flat
post hverasteinn stones [2304] (fig. 5). One of these stones <603> had a hollowed-out

groove on the underside. It had broken and been reused in the wall construction. Some

10



readjustment of the stone post pads [2304] had taken place to accommodate a rebuild
or repair with 2 substantial stones [2335, 2337] and their small post pits [2338, 2334
respectively]. Stone clusters recorded in 2002 [2017 = 2251] relate to this phase of
activity, perhaps acting as smaller foundations for wooden supports against the wall.
A similar arrangement may occur on the northern wall with the stone, gravel and turf
surface [2236]. An earlier turf wall, truncated by the foundation trench [2332], was
placed on the southern side (the outside) of the stone post pad construction. This may
have acted as a bedding for beam slot features [2344, 2329] and wooden surfaces or
support uprights/buttresses seen in the charcoal spread [2250] and its companion
observed in 2002 [2032]. This turf deposit as well as the one on the northern side of
the church and at the western end [2319, 2333] may relate to the earlier phase 7; these

remained unexcavated at the end of 2005.

Figure 4. North wall, looking east.

The closeness of the excavation limit at the western end, as well as a relatively
modern grave truncation, made the interpretation of the western extent of the church

difficult. However, there were some indications that the end of the phase 6 church was

11



reached. Several turf deposits suggested a wall like deposit [2234] which partially
overlay the foundation deposit [2351] and related cut [2356]. These however, like the
gravel deposit [2357] may have been foundations for the cobbled surfaces
[2325?7=2336, 2301 and 2318].

Figure 5. South wall before (looking west) and after (right, looking east) excavation.

The lack of archaeological evidence for the walls along the north and south sides in
the eastern half of the church can be partially accounted for by the large numbers of
graves which have left only very fragmentary evidence (fig. 6). It is possible that the
walls that were excavated as part of phase 5 were actually reusing earlier walls
belonging to phase 6. There do not appear to be any supporting stones, postholes or
foundation trenches as there are in the western half, though careful cleaning,
excavation and removal of deposits is needed here in 2006. There were some
indications that a turf wall ran around the church [2364 (sw), 2281 (e), 2319 (n) and
possibly 2333 (w)], though these were very insubstantial and were heavily damaged
from later truncations. The turf walls from this phase may have been a re-use from
phase 7; this should become clearer in the excavation of the remaining deposits and

features in 2006.

12



Figure 6. Grave cuts and turf remains at east end of church, looking south.

In summary the walls can be sequenced into two external arrangements that match the
internal arrangements 1 and 2. These arrangements, like the internal ones, are
modifications and do not in themselves represent a significant change in materials
being used or in the alignment of the church. Therefore they are not individual phases

themselves.

Ll External arrangement 1 (the /atest in the sequence ie stratigraphically at the top)
comprised reused flat stones [2304, 2306], reused foundation trenches and surfaces
[2326, 2332 (s) and 2315 (n)], and the reused turf wall bases [2364 (sw), 2281 (e),
2319 (n) and possibly 2333 (w)]. One of the main distinctive differences between
arrangement 1 and 2 was that arrangement 1 saw the construction of the southern
entrance [group 2215=2341 ([2202, 2196=2354, 2353, 2328, 2342=2216, 2340]). In
addition to this the post pits and stones [2337, 2338 and 2335, 2334] through the
foundation trench, and the addition of beam slots and cut features [2343, 2344 and
2327, 2329], the charcoal spread [2250] and carbonised beam [2032 (revealed in
2002)], and the gravel surface [2287] and the stone cluster [2017 = 2251] on the south
wall and possibly [2236] on the northern wall.

] External arrangement 2 (the arrangement stratigraphically before 1) comprised

the disturbed (readjusted in arrangement 1) flat stones [2304, 2306], the foundation
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trenches and surfaces [2326, 2332 (s) and 2315 (n)], the reused wall bases [2364 (sw),
2281 (e), 2319 (n) and possibly 2333 (w)].

Figure 7. An overview over side walls with hverasteinn before excavation, looking
west.

Internal features and surfaces

The internal arrangements were substantially different from the later phases of the
church. The phase 6 church was longer and wider with a three tier division in the
internal space. In phase 5 the internal area of the church was 11m long by 4.5m wide,
and in phase 6 it was 13m long, and its maximum width across the middle of the
church was 6.5m wide, though at the eastern and western ends it was 5.5m. A similar
difference was seen between phases 4 and 5: in phase 4 the church was 10m long and
4.5m wide. This suggests a gradual reduction in the internal areas of the church
through its use between arrangement 1 phase 6 and phase 4. The length difference
between phases 5 and 6 was in an extension at the east end, where the cobbled surface
[2128] lay under the turf wall from phase 5 [group 2189]. The internal width in phase
5 was reduced due to the stone walls [2133 and 2192] which lay over the cobbled
surfaces [2243, 2246, 2249] whose limits were defined by the large post pad stones
[2304 and 2306].

14



Figure 8. Showing 3 tier internal arrangement (before excavation), looking south.

Excavation of the inside of the church occurred according to the three areas — east
end, central area (including the southern entrance) and the west end. These were set
within a Im grid to control the horizontal location of finds and excavated in layers to
control the vertical distribution. The east end was characterised by seven groups of
stone cobbled surfaces (listed in descending stratigraphic order) [2246, 2253, 2275,
2288 and 2296, 2305, 2323, 2370 and 2339]. The central area comprised three stone
cobbled surfaces [2249, 2268, 2309 (partially unexcavated)], a retaining wall [2314]
along with the earlier sequence of the southern entrance [group 2215=2341]. The west
end was characterised by five groups of stone cobbled surfaces [2243, 2267, 2282 and
2278, 2318 and 2312 as well as 2301, 2336 and 2325 as well as 2363 (partially
unexcavated at the end of 2005)], and six heavily truncated turf surfaces were
excavated in this area. The turf and stone surface [2269 = 2233] was a contemporary
surface with [2243, 2249, 2246] and [2267, 2268, 2253]. The next turf surfaces lay
stratigraphically under the cobbled surface [2267], (these are separated into east (e)
and west (w)) [2274=2355=2320 (e), 2365 (e) and at the same level 2312 and 2316
(both w), 2367 (e) and 2317 (w), the remains of a wooden floor truncated by graves
on three sides, and 2368 (e)].
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There appear to have been several distinct changes in the internal
arrangements, though the complete description will have to wait until all of the
earliest parts are fully excavated in 2006. The areas that will be looked at in 2006
were located in the west end along the north and south sides underneath the stone
cobbled surfaces [2325 (s) and 2363 (n)]. The resurfacing and rearrangement of
internal floors seems to have coincided with burials inside the church; deposits which
were sealing the graves indicated these changes and this is therefore based entirely on
the stratigraphic relationships. Each arrangement may have represented a generation,
though dating of the finds assemblages within the contexts tied to each arrangement
will help support or disprove this theory (if the resolution of the dating is able to). The
internal arrangements are complimented by the external arrangements 1 and 2

respectively.

] Internal arrangement 1 (fig. 9 above) (the latest in the sequence ie
stratigraphically at the top) which was perhaps started by the digging of one of the
two graves [2310, 2311] and [2349, 2350]; though likely to be [2350] as it suggests an
adult rather than [2311] which looks like a child/young adult burial. It comprised the
cobbled surfaces [2243, 2249, 2246, 2267, 2268, 2253] and turf and stone surfaces
[2218 and 2269=2233]. It consisted of two levels of resurfacing. The reused and

visible retaining wall [2314] was also included.

] Internal arrangement 2 (fig. 9, below) (the arrangement stratigraphically before
1) was initiated by the grave [2322]. It comprised the cobbled surfaces [2282, 2278,
2309 (partially unexcavated), 2275, 2318, 2313, 2301, 2288, 2296, 2336, 2325, 2363,
2305], turf surfaces [2274=2355=2320, 2312, 2316, 2365, 2317, 2367] and post hole
[2307, 2308], located in the centre of the church. It consisted of three levels of
resurfacing during its use.

The stratigraphic comparisons between the arrangements suggest that the
rebuild or modification of the walls coincided with the reorganisation of the internal
space of the church. This is particularly clear when associated with the evidence from
the southern wall (this identified two sequences of building) and the construction of
the southern entrance. Firstly, a foundation trench which was filled with gravel
deposit giving added support to the flat post/sill pads. Secondly, this was modified

with large stones placed in post pits that truncated the foundation trench and gravel
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deposit. At the same time as the construction of the post pits, a southern entrance was
made to give access to the church from the farm house that lay towards the south,
some 20m or so away. The internal rearrangements may have been due to several

reasons. The internal space of the church was prone to subsidence, particularly in the

Figure 9. Arrangements 1(above) and 2 (below).
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western half, which, as has been seen in phases 4 and 5 would have worsened over
time with continued burial. This accounts for the multiple layering of both turf and
stones seen in previous seasons and especially in 2005 to level the height of the
surfaces for the floors. Secondly, it is likely that the floor subsidence acerbated an
already existing subsidence problem along the south-western wall, which would have
also been heavily exposed to the prevailing winds and rain. The fact that the land
slopes somewhat to the south may also have had an effect on the construction of this
wall. This problem continued through to later phases (as discussed in 2004). At the
phase 6 level the south-western wall would have been structurally weak from the new
entrance construction and the increased levels of subsidence from the continued
burials in the western half of internal space.

Two further features revealed themselves during the excavation in 2005. A
stone retaining wall [2314] which marked the division between the central and eastern
areas. Attached to this towards the east an altar area was defined by a one course wall
[2366] (fig. 9). The stone wall [2366] came to light whilst excavating the cobbled
surface [2275] but becoming obvious with [2288] and [2323]. It was approximately
2.5m (e-w) by 1.5m (n-s). Within the walls was [2330] in which 13-14" century
pottery was found <694>. Excavation in 2006 will reveal more about these walls and

related deposits.

External surfaces and features

There were a number of external surfaces and features excavated in 2005. Some
contexts however may have been remnants of phase 5, particularly on the northern
side. Also some of the surfaces may have been used as building material for the
modifications in the internal areas or as supports for the walls from phase 6 spreading
over the internal and external area; for example [2017] = [2251] and [2236] but
occurring at different times in relation to the large stone post/sill pads [2304] and
[2306].

Several graves revealed in 2004 were more clearly identified in 2005 that
related to phase 6. They included [2237 group and 2292]. Two other graves were
identified that lay stratigraphically under turf debris surface [2295] (suggesting that
this may have been a turf capping); these were [2302, 2298 and 2303, 2299].

18



Figure 10. Showing the east end and other deposits (towards the end of the
excavation), looking north-east.

On the northern side (both east and west ends) of the church these included the stone,
turf and gravel surfaces [2236, 2285, 2286], as well as turf remnants [2284], and
trampled turf debris or upcast from grave digging [2276, 2289, 2297, 2290, 2348,
2295].

In the south-eastern area the gravel make-up deposit for the wall [2238] was
excavated. In doing so it revealed a small grave (child burial) [2270, 2271] and a
larger one [2272], as well as a turf debris deposit [2254]. Underneath this deposit
another small grave [2273] was observed.

Along the east end of the church a large number of burials were recorded from
later phases as well as phase 5 (in 2004) which, like in the north and south-eastern
areas, truncated the turf deposits [2245, 2244, 2248, 2283] (fig. 6).

Phase 6 / Phase 7 transition

A full assessment is not possible here as there remained unexcavated deposits and
features in 2005. Therefore the collection of contexts may actually represent more

than one arrangement that straddle two separate phases. The interpretation is also
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made difficult due to heavy truncation from a long sequence of graves that have been
placed in the west end. However, the internal arrangement 3/4 comprised the cobbled
surfaces, though only at the east end [2323, 2370, 2339], the retaining wall in the
central area [2314] and the wall running east west [2277], the altar area [2366], turf
surfaces [2324, 2352], a gravel surface [2357] and a peat ash surface [2368] under
which there remain unexcavated cobbles, and the surfaces and stones revealed in 2004
[2210, 2211, 2212, group 2213]. There were some indications that these contextual
remnants are at least two separate arrangements: under the gravel surface [2357] there
were two postholes [2358, 2360 and 2361, 2362]. These survived truncation from the
graves. It is likely that these were used for internal supports or for fixed furniture
inside the church rather than for load bearing support posts, but this will become
clearer in 2006. The turf walls discussed in relation to the phase 6 [2364 (sw), 2281

(e), 2319 (n), 2333 (w)] may have been remnants of an earlier turf construction,

though excavation in 2006, again, should clarify this.

Figure 11. Phase 6/7 transition

Discussion
One of the most striking aspects of the excavation in 2005 was the sheer quantity of

stone used inside the church (fig. 11) for no other purpose than to perhaps stabilise the

wooden floor surface. Seven layers of stone surfaces were removed from the east
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area, three from the central area (though more still needs to be excavated) and five
from the western area. Subsidence was clearly a major problem which would have
been acerbated by the continued burial inside the church in the western half. The
subsidence problem also made the whole structure unstable and there are clear signs
of significant modifications to the south wall during all the used phases of the church
(4, 5 and 6) discussed here.

Within some areas of the cobbled surfaces there are other anomalies, such as
areas with less stone or different stone arrangements. These may have been walls used
to retain the stones in place or are features from an earlier church that have been
reused in later phases. Others perhaps indicate spaces for furniture or for supporting
posts. The southern entrance which was constructed in phase 6 arrangement 2, and the
wall [2314] that was revealed in phase 6 shows that there was a gap perhaps
indicating an entering point into the chancel by whoever was coming through the
southern entrance. This is demarcated by larger flat stones. The retaining wall which
runs north to south across the church was modified to allow this feature, suggesting
that perhaps at the phase 6 level the wall was not structural but used to define internal
space or used to help raise the floor at the altar end or perhaps served as a step into the
chancel. The altar feature was revealed at a relatively high level during the removal of

the stone cobbled surfaces.

Figure 12. Stone removed from the church.
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There are some slight differences in the shape of the church between the successive
arrangements. Arrangement 1 was a little wider than 2, but was perhaps a necessary
feature to accommodate the height differences and increased surface area as a result
of the slightly sunken character of the church. There was also a misalignment between
phases 5 and 6 church: phase 5 church was aligned 6 degrees to the site grid, with the
phase 6 church aligned at 14 degrees.

Gripir

Eins og arid 2004 fannst mikid af gripum, adallega 1 golffleti kirkjunnar. Golffletinum
var, eins og arid 2004, skipt i 1 m ferninga og gripum safnad saman ar peim. Einnig
var akve0id ad fjarlegja eitt lag af smasteinum i einu, en peir voru adallega i kérnum,
til pess ad fa betri hugmynd um hvernig gripir dreifdust. Steinalogin sem fjarlaegd
voru ur kérnum reyndust vera 8 talsins og var pad mikid magn steina. Morg pessara
laga tilheyra ad 6llum likindum sdmu byggingarstigum kirkjunnar, eins og synt er
fram 4 hér ad nedan.

Alls voru skrad 782 fundantimer sumarid 2005, en fleiri en einn gripur fellur
undir morg peirra (sja fundaskra i vidauka 1). Af peim voru 670 skrad i einhverju af
peim l6gum sem talin eru vera go6lflog kirkjunnar, eda 85,7%. Helstu efnisflokkar eru
jarn (369 numer skrad, 47,2%), gler (116 numer skrad, 14,8%), kopar/koparblanda
(93 namer skrad, 11,9%), steinn (93 numer skrad, 11,9%), textill (31 numer skrad,
3,7%), vidur (28 ntmer skrad, 3,6%), leir (22 nimer skrad, 2,8%) og bly (20 nimer
skrag, 2,8%). A0 auki fannst ledur (4 numer skrad, 0,5%), raf (3 nimer skrad, 0,4%),
talgukol (2 nuamer skrad, 0,3%) og gull (1 fundur skradur, 0,1%). Stor hluti
jarngripanna voru naglar af ymsum gerdum og glersins radugler. Stersti hluti
gripanna er af mjog almennum gerdum sem erfitt er ad aldursgreina nakvemlega.
Nokkra var p6 haegt ad aldursgreina. Medal dhugaverdari gripa voru eftirfarandi:

Fingurhringur (161) ur gulli sem fannst ofarlega i korgolfinu [2253] (mynd
13). Hann er breidastur i midju ofan &, par sem hann er sleginn upp og hafdar upp
brinirnar. Romanskt bladskraut er par 4, en pad var notad 4 islandi fra um 1200 alveg
fram 4 18. 61d°. Hann er 2,2 sm ad pvermali og geti pvi verid hvort sem er,

karlmanns- eda kvenhringur, 3,8 g ad pyngd, 18 kar6t, sem var algengast 4 middldum,

® Signe Horn Fuglesang, sérfreedingur vid Centre for Viking and Medieval Studies i Oslo s mynd af
hringnum og taldi a0 stilfreedilega metti e.t.v. timasetja hann til um 1200.
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drifsmidi, p.e. sleginn, en pad er forn adferd’. Alf Hammervold flokkar slegna hringi
og hringi med svipudu lagi og pann sem fannst i Reykholti medal peirra eldri i skra
sinni yfir norska midaldahringi®. Poul Grinder Hansen, sérfreedingur vid
Pjodminjasatnid i Kaupmannahdfn, sd mynd af hringnum og taldi lagid geta verid fra
um 1500. Hringur sem fannst i toft & Rangarvollum og Pjodminjasatnid keypti 1874
(Pjms. 990), er eins gerdur og hefur sama lag en er oOskreyttur. S& hringur er i
a0fangaskrd talinn vera med fornu lagi og timasettur til 10. eda 11. aldar. Annar
hringur 4 Pj6dminjasafni (Pjms. 4144), sem fannst & Mideyri i Grimsnesi um 1835,
einnig i toft, hefur svipad skreyti og Reykholtshringurinn. Hann er ur gulli, breidastur
um midjuna, en branirnar eru ekki hafdar upp. Hann er 1,6 sm ad pvermali innan, en
er opinn pannig ad pad hefur matt steekka hann og minnka eftir porfum. Ekkert
samanburdarefni fyrir pessa hringi hefur fundist erlendis og peir getu heglega verid
islensk smidi. Helsta nidurstada um aldur er ad Reykholtshringurinnnn sé fr4 um
1500. ZAtladur aldur innsiglis (204) sem lyst er hér ad nedan stydur pa timasetningu.
Innsigli (204) ur koparblondu sem fannst i sama korgolfi [2253] og
gullhringurinn (mynd 14). Hringlaga, 2 sm i pvermal, med pykkri lykkju nedand sem
er ekki 1 midju. Hefur innsiglid ventanlega hangio i kedju. Ofana pvi er bumark a
midjum fleti og aletrun umhverfis, sem e.t.v. ma lesa pannig: S[igillum]: HAFLEDI:
MAR’. Af stafagerd méa @tla ad innsiglid sé fra fyrri hluta 16. aldar'®. Logun og

hengilykkjan aftan4 benda til hin sama''.

Mynd 13. Gullhringur (161). Mynd 14. Innsigli (204).

7 Samkvaemt greiningu Doru Jonsdottur gullsmids 11.7.2005.

¥ Hammervold 1997.

’ Eg pakka Gudmundi Magnussyni sagnfraedingi fyrir adstodina vid petta.
1% Sigilla Islandica I 1965.

""KLM XV, 214.
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Mjog svipad innsigli, en med 6druvisi bumerki, fannst i Skéalholti og er timasett til 15.
eda 16. aldar'>. Enginn prestur er pekktur med pessu nafni, en innsiglid geti vel hafa
tilheyrt leikmanni. Bumark Haflida Skulasonar, 1490, er svipad pvi sem er a
Reykholtsinnsiglinu'®. Ekkert er vitad um hann 4 pessu stigi.

Leirkerabrot (694) sem fannst i torflagi [2330] innan ferningslaga
steinsetningar [2366] 1 midjum kor, nedsta laginu sem grafid var upp par 2005 og
tilheyrir fyrri skeidum kirkjunnar. Belgbrot med aflidandi, lagum stalli utana. Leir er
dokkgrar innst, ljosgrar yst, ljosgrenn glerungur med gulu utand, bleikt innan (mynd
15). Brotid er liklega fra 13. eda 14. 6l1d, Gr halsi konnu fra Englandi14, helst fra East
Anglia eda Lincolnshire'>. Annad leirbrot (766) fannst i sama lagi. bad er flatt og
hrjuft & einni hlid, kvarnad upp ur hinni, 6glerad, virdist vera formad i sveig a einni

bran og gaeti verid hluti af flis eda alika.

Mynd 15. Leirkerabrot (694) Mynd 16. Koparhringur (395)

Fingurhringur (395) r koparblondu sem fannst ofarlega i golflagi kirkjunnar [2202]
(mynd 16). Jafnbreitt band, breidd 0,7, pykkt 0,1 sm, med ristu skrauti, fest saman
med hnodnagla. 1,9-2,1 sm i pvermal. Fingurbjorg (324) ur koparblondu sem fannst
ofarlega 1 golfi [2267]. Heil, simunstrud smaum holum, 2 renndar rékir vid brin. Hed
2,5, pvermal 1,6-2 sm . Kertapipur eda brot, alls 22 ad t6lu, fundust dreifod i flestum
golflogum. Flestar eru paer af mjog einfaldri gerd: koparpynna sem rullad er upp i
keilu, tegund sem fundist hefur vid uppgroftinn undanfarin ar. Mynd 17 synir tver

nyjar tegundir sem ekki hafa fundist 4dur. Par eru badar heilar. Onnur (198) er grénn,

12 Kristjan Eldjarn o.fl. 1988, mynd 33 og bls. 74.

" Sigilla Islandica II, 236.

' Sja t.d. McCarthy & Brooks 1988, 252-255.

' Upplysingar fra Alan Vince, leirkerasérfraedingi i Lincoln, en hann skodadi brotid.
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med longum mjorri upprulludum staut nidurur, lengd 5,4, pvermal 1,1-1,5 sm.
bvermal gats sem kerti hefur hvilt i 0,8-1 sm. Hin (360) er med tenntum skornum
kanti og gati 4 einni hlid sem hun hefur getad verid hengd upp a. Lengd 6, pvermal
0,95-1,9 sm.

o W .

Mynd 17. Kertapipur (360) til vinstri og (198) til heegri.

Ein ny tegund gripa ar kirkjugrunninum eru punnar, plotur med groft formudum
branum, flestar aflangar, ar mjog viokvemu gleri sem hefur sprungid (mynd 18). Pad
er liklega gert Ur pottosku, af gerd sem var framleidd i Evropu fra 9. eda 10. 61d og
fram 4 15. 61d'°. Morg brotin hafa greinilega gulbrina aferd, en eru ekki gagnse.
Breidd m& mala 4 nokkrum brotanna og er hun a peim sterri 2,5-3 sm, pykkt um 0.5
sm. Alls voru skrad 14 fundantimer sem talin eru geta verid af svipadri tegund (136,
186, 193, 199, 238, 249, 358, 362, 393, 410, 474, 520, 581, 600). Flest, eda alls 9
brot, fundust 4 afmérkudu sveedi i premur golflogum i sudurhluta korsins [i m* 21, 22,
26 og 27 1 16gum 2253, 2275, 2288]. Ef pessi brot eru Ur sama grip, bendir petta til
pess ad 611 prju 16g tilheyri sama byggingarskeidi kirkjunnar. Liklegast er ad brotin
hafi tilheyrt skreyttum glugga eda kirkjugrip. Benda ma 4 ad sumarid 2004 fannst
mikid af rudugleri 4 sama svadi og par sem midaldaglerid fannst'’. Liklegt er ad

predikunarstéllinn hafi stadid i sudausturhorni kirkjunnar, en i kirkjunni sem sést i

' Haft eftir John Shepherd sérfraedingur i Institute of Archaeology sem skodadi brot RKH-05-358.
Glerid er, samkvamt professor Thilo Rehren vid somu stofnun, of illa fari0 til pess ad greina pad
efnafraedilega.

7 Hrénn Konradsdottir 2004, mynd 4.
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visitasium 1781-1833 er sagdur vera fjégurra radu gluggi yfir predikunarstolnum. i
uttektum kirkjunnar fyrir pennan tima og allt aftur til 1664 er nefndur stor glergluggi
yfir altarinu'®.

Fleiri brot fundust sem gaetu hafa tilheyrt skrautgluggum. Sameiginlegt
einkenni peirra er ad pau eru flot. Prju brot (192, 363, 518) (mynd 19) sem passa
saman fundust 4 somu sl6dum og fyrrgreind brot, i m* 21, 22 i sudurhluta kors, i

golflogum [2253, 2275, 2288]. bau eru dokkgren med greinilegu amaludu skrauti.

Munurinn & peim og fyrrgreindum brotum er sd ad pessi bera greinileg merki pess ad

vera glerbrot.

Mynd 18. Glerplotur (136, 410, 474) ur Mynd 19. Gler (192, 363, 518)
skreyttum glugga/ kirkjugrip? ur skrautglugga?

Annar hopur, sem geeti verid Ur skrautgluggum, eru sex granleit glerbrot, sum med
skreyti (20, 194, 222, 224, 409, 642). Fjogur peirra fundust 4 sama svadi og
adurgreind brot, i m* 21, 22 og 26 i sudurhluta kors, i golflogum [2253 og 2275], tvd
fundust i golflogum sem voru ofan [2246] og nedan [2305] vid pau, i m* 10 og 11 i
nordurhluta korsins. Adeins tvo peirra (20, 194) eru greinilega Gr pvi sama. Nokkrar
blylengjur fundust sem getu verid hlutar af gluggaumgerdum (296, 257, 322). Engin
peirra fannst p6 & somu slodum og fyrrgreint skrautgler, heldur vid og i sudvesturvegg
og 1 midskipi kirkjunnar.

Hjarir (294) ur jarni fundust i sandsteinslagi [2274] i midju kirkjuskipi sem er
eldra en golflag [2267], pad neestefsta sem grafid var upp i sumar. Stadsetning peirra
geeti bent til pess ad 1 midri kirkju hafi verid dyr ar framkirkju inn i midskipid. Brot ur
prifeettum potti (141, 323) med hornmaludu skreyti fundust i efsta [2243] og
nastefsta [2274] golflagi. Einnig brot ur hornmaludum diski (340). Geeti verid fra 17.

¥ Gudran Hardardéttir 2003, 21.
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eda 18. 61d". Brot ur kritarpipum (302, 383, 721) fundust i golflsgum [2267, 2233,
2243 og 2352]. Fyrst er farid ad nota kritarpipur 4 {slandi 4 f.hl. 18. aldar. Undir peim
i 1ogum [2365 og 2367] fannst brot Gr raudleir (756), kertapipa (768) og hringlana
pung blyplata med koparaferd og gati i midju (767), e.t.v. botn af einhverju. Brot ur
bokunarhellu (595) fannst i goélflagi [2312], sem tilheyrir eldra skeidi vestast i
kirkjunni. Pad er ur flogoéttu klébergi, af somu gerd og brot sem fundust vid
bajarholsuppgroftinn i Reykholti®. Bokunarhellur voru notadar til pess ad baka a
braud og annan mat, og voru algengar 4 middldum. bar sem fundist hafa i Reykholti
eru liklega innfluttar fra Noregi’'.

Medal annarra gripa voru brot Ur rafperlum (1, 626), og tvaer talgukolsperlur
(126, 336) med horpuskel, af somu gerd og fundist hafa undanfarin ar, allar i efri
g6lflogum, og skeifubrot (127, 209, 243, 313) einnig i efstu golflogum. Litill
steinkross (695) (mynd 20) ar hverasteini hafdi verid endurnyttur, liklega 1 golfi 1
sudurhluta framkirkjunnar. Hann er 25 x 27 sm ad umfangi, mest um 8 sm pykkur,
armarnir eru 11-12 sm breidir og virdast breikka adeins Ut. Hann virdist vera
jafnarma, en leggurinn er brotinn af. Annar endurnyttur hlutur Gr hverasteini er brot af
storu ilati (603) (mynd 21) sem var nyttur i sudurvegg kirkjunnar [2304]. Réak, sem er
1 x 0,45 m hefur verid holud i aflangan stein med oddlaga enda. Brotid er af hinum
endanum.

A sama svadi fundust tvé motud, grof og dglerud leirbrot (547, 710). Greining
peirra benti til pess ad leirinn veeri innlendur og ad petta vaeru ekki leirkerabrot®. bar
sem brotin fundust i sudurvegg kirkjunnar, ma hugsa sér ad pau séu hluti af
veggjagerdinni, en leirkleedning i veggjum er algeng p6é ad merki um slikt hafi ekki
fundist 4dur 4 Islandi. A sému slodum, i og vid sudvesturvegg kirkjunnar, fannst
nokkud af gjalli (464, 466, 473, 549) asamt deiglubroti (264). Hvorutveggja bendir
til jarnvinnslu 4 pessum stad 4 einhverju skeidi. Hugsanlegt er ad fyrrgreind leirbrot
tilheyri peim umsvifum. A svipudum slodum fannst koladur vidur [2250] sem
tilheyrir veggjagerdinni. Oll pessi ummerki benda til pess ad eldur hafi ordid laus vid

eda i veggnum.

' Gudran Sveinbjarnardottir 1996, 60 og mynd 36.
%% Gudrtin Sveinbjarnardéttir 2001, 17 og mynd 11.
*! Weber 1984.

22 Alan Vince leirkerasérfraedingur greindi.
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Mynd 22. Kross ur hverasteini (695). Mynd 23. [lat vir hverasteini (603).

Ad pessu sinni fundust engin bokarspensl, en pau hafa hingad til verid medal funda a
hverju ari. Hins vegar fannst mikid af rudugleri, sumt med grenleitri slikju og

loftbolum, brot ur glerfloskum og 6drum ilatum, textilleifar og mikid af ndglum.

Samantekt um gripi.

Helstu nidurstodur sem draga ma af dreifingu gripa i hinum ymsu kirkjugolfslogum,
adallega i kornum, eins og pau voru grafin upp, er ad morg peirra munu tilheyra sama
byggingarskeidi kirkjunnar. Pad sem m.a. bendir til pessa er dreifing priggja
grenleitra skreyttra glerbrota (192, 363, 518) sem passa saman en fundust i premur
nastefstu 16gunum [2253, 2275, 2288]. I somu 16gum fundust aflangar, formadar
plotur ur midaldagleri sem gert er rad fyrir ad séu ur sama hlut. bessi prju 16g, asamt
efsta laginu [2246] sem grafid var upp 2005 virdast pvi 61 tilheyra byggingarstigi 6. i
nastefsta laginu fannst gullhringurinn g6di, sem liklegast er ad sé fra um 1500 og
innsiglio sem gaeti verid fra 15. eda 16. 61d. Engin kritarpipubrot fundust i kornum, en
hins vegar 1 kirkjuskipinu, en pau geta ekki verid eldri en fra fyrri hluta 17. aldar. bar
sem allir pessir gripir fundust i steinalogum, gatu peir heglega hafa fallid milli laga.

[ moldarlagi [2330] pvi nedsta sem grafid var upp 2005, fannst brot ur leirkeri
fra 13. eda 14. 6ld. b6 ad ilatid sem pad er Ur gaeti vel hafa verid 1 notkun 1 langan
tima og pvi glatast i mun seinni kirkju, er 1jost af jardlagasamhengi ad & pessu stigi er
komid nidur i midaldalog kirkjunnar. Annad er ekki unnt ad segja um dreifingu

gripanna 4 pessu stigi rannsoknarinnar.
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Niourstoour — frekari rannsoknir

Rannsokninni i Reykholti midadi vel afram sumarid 2005 og margt nytt kom i 1j6s.
Haldio var afram par sem fra var horfid sumarid 2004 og per kirkjur sem tilheyra
stigum 6 og 7 voru rannsakadar. Gerd og lag peirra kirkna var um margt frabrugdio
tveimur sidustu byggingarstigunum (4 og 5).

Mest 4berandi breyting er gerd langveggja. A skeidum 4 og 5 hofou
langveggirnir, allt fra vesturgafli ad austurgafli, innri og ytri hledslubrinir, torfvegg
sem kjarna og fyllt upp ad beggja vegna hans med mold. A pessum fyrri skeidum voru
langveggir kirkjuskips og kors ekki eins gerdir. Veggir kirkjuskips voru pannig gerdir
ad grafinn var skurdur og fylltur af mol sem 1 satu storar hverasteinshellur med
svolitlu millibili. A peim hafa innra pil kirkjunnar og stodir vantanlega hvilt. Fleiri en
eitt skeid pessarar veggjagerdar fannst, og sudur- og nordurveggur voru frabrugonir.
Seinni tima grafir hofou verid teknar alveg upp ad ytri branum
hverasteinshelluradanna vid badar hlidar, svo ad erfitt var ad sja hvernig ytri brun
veggjanna var gerd. Torfleifar og koladar stodir/fjalir sem fundust vid veggina geetu
p6 verid hluti af veggjagerdinni. Engin merki fundust um grjoétundirstédur i veggjum
korsins, hvorki langveggjum né gafli. bar fundust hins vegar torfleifar sem smésteinar
i golfi lagu upp ad og 1. Pessir torfveggir voru mikid skemmdir af seinni tima grofum.
A pessum fyrri skeidum var kirkjan baedi lengri og breidari en sidar vard.

Gangurinn sem gekk sudur ur kirkjunni var gerdur a pessu skeidi hennar. |
botni hans reyndist vera hellulogn. Greinileg veggundirstada er i beinu framhaldi af
austurhlid gangsins sem skilur koér fra midskipi kirkjunnar. Inngangur inn i kérinn
reyndist vera nast ganginum, markadur hverasteinshellu. Korgolfid var pakid
fjolmorgum 16gum af smasteinum. Alls voru fjarleegd 7 16g. Smasteinar poktu einnig
golfid i kirkjuskipinu. I sudurhluta pess nadu steinarnir alla leid ad vesturgaflinum par
sem sidar var moldargolf. Flestir fundir sumarsins voru i pessum 16gum. [ midhluta
framkirkjunnar fannst 4 parti grenleitt sandsteinslag undir torflagi, sem virdist

tilheyra golfi kirkjunnar.

Langveggimir med hverasteinshellunum eru pvi i meginatridum taldir tilheyra
nokkrum byggingarskeidum kirkjunnar, med breytingum po.
Vid lok uppgraftar voru ad koma i 1j6s mannvirkjaleifar sem virdast tilheyra

enn eldri byggingarskeidum, stigi 7, og e.t.v. kirkju sem st60 ekki 4 sama grunni og
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per sem hingad til hefur verid lyst. Grjotfyllti veggurinn sem liggur eftir
kirkjuskipinu endilongu i nordurhluta pess geti tilheyrt sliku stigi. Sama er ad segja
um ferhyrndu steinasetninguna i kornum midjum. Hvorugt var fullrannsakad sumarid
2005.

Sumarid 2006 verdur haldid afram ad rannsaka pessi fyrri byggingarskeid og
farid alveg nidur i botn grafanna sem grafnar voru upp i midri kirkjunni sumarid
2004, en par fundust merki um mannvist sumari® 20047, Vid petta reynist e.t.v.
naudsynlegt ad taka upp fleiri grafir sem eru inni i kirkjunni og ekki hafa verid

grafnar upp. Pad sem helst liggur fyrir ad rannsaka er eftirfarandi:

e Skoda jadra sem grafir hafa ekki raskad og liggja undir smasteinalogum
[2325] (ad sunnan) og [2363] (ad nordan)

e QGrafa upp smasteinalag undir [2368] 1 vesturenda kirkjunnar, fyrir midju

e Skoda veggjagerd i austurenda sudurveggjar sem tilheyrir stigi 6. Hér hefoi
e.t.v. matt gera rad fyrir stodarholum

e Meta 4 hvada stigi ferhyrnda hledslan i kor [2370] og veggir [2314, 2277]
voru gerd

e Kanna hvada stigi veggur [2277], sem liggur i austur-vestur i vestur fra
[2314], tilheyrir og ljuka vid ad grafa upp [2309]

e Kanna hvort torf/veggja leifar [2364 (sudvestur), 2281 (austur), 2319 (nordur),
2333 (vestur) og e.t.v. 2234 (vestur)] tilheyra stigi 6 eda 7

e Rannsaka frekar vesturgaflinn

e Skera ur um tilgang og nakvema stadsetningu malarfyllingar [2351] 1 skurdi

[2356] vid vesturgaflinn

Mest adhersla verdur 16gd 4 ad fullrannsaka kirkjubygginguna sjalfa. Ef timi er til,
verdur svaedid utan vid austurgafl kirkjunnar einnig rannsakad frekar, m.a. med tilliti
til frasagnar 1 soknarlysingu frd 1842 um steinkistu sem par 4 ad hafa komid 1 1j6s
pegar grof var tekin, og svadid sunnan vid kirkjuna, milli hennar og bajarstedisins,

til pess ad rannsaka tengsl kirkju vid beejarstaeoi.

 Gudrin Sveinbjarnardottir og Oscar Aldred 2005, mynd 11.

30



Heimildir

Gudrn Hardardéttir  2003.  Gerdir horfinna  Reykholtskirkna. [  Gudran
Sveinbjarnardottir og Orri Vésteinsson Reykholtskirkja. Fornleifarannsokn 2002.
Skyrslur Pjodminjasafns 2003/4, bls. 16-22.

Gudrin Sveinbjarnardottir 1996. Leirker ¢ Islandi /Pottery found in excavations in
Iceland. Rit Hins islenska fornleifafélags og bjodminjasafns Islands 3. Haskolatutgafan,
184pp.

Gudran Sveinbjarnardottir 2001. Reykholt i Borgarfirdi. Framvinduskyrsla 2000.
Rannsoknarskyrslur 2000/4. bjodminjasafn Islands. Reykjavik, 76pp.

Gudrin Sveinbjarnardéttir og Orri Vésteinsson 2003. Reykholtskirkja.
F ornlely‘arannsg'kn 2002. Framvinduskyrslq. Skyrslur Pjodminjasafns 2003/4.
bjodminjasatn Islands og Fornleifastofnun I[slands. Reykjavik.

Gudran Sveinbjarnardéttir and Hildur Gestsdottir 2004. Reykholtskirkja.
Fornleifarannsokn 2003. Vinnuskyrslur fornleifa 2003: 1. bjodminjasafn Islands og
Fornleifastofnun Islands. 41 pp.

Gudran Sveinbjarnardéttir and Aldred, O. 2005. Reykholtskirkja. Fornleifarannsokn
2004. Vinnuskyrslur fornleifa 2004: 7. bjodminjasafn Islands og Fornleifastofnun
Islands. 74 pp.

Gudran Sveinbjarnardoéttir 2005. Reykholtssel i Kjarardal. Fornleifarannsokn 2005.
Vinnuskyrslur fornleifa 2005: 4. bjédminjasafns Islands. 15 pp.

Kristjan Eldjarn, Hakon Christie & Jon Steffensen 1988. Skalholt.
Fornleifarannsoknir 1954-1958. Reykjavik.

Hammervold, A. 1997. Dactyliotheca Norvegica Medioevalis. Fingerringer fra
middelalderen i Norge. Varia 40. Universitetets Oldsaksamling.

Horsley, T.J. 2006. Hvitarvellir, Borgarfjordur, Iceland. Report on Geophysical
Surveys, April-May 2005 for Snorrastofa. University of Bradford, Department of
Archaeological Sciences, February 2006.

Hronn Konradsdottir 2005. Rannsokn 4 dreifingu gripa sem fundust vi uppgroft
sumarid 2004 1 golfi Reykholtskirkju, sem sést 1 uttektum 1781-1833. [ Gudrun
Sveinbjarnardottir og Oscar Aldred Reykholtskirkja. Fornleifarannsokn 2004.
Skyrslur Pjodminjasatns 2005.

KHL — Kulturhistorisk leksikon for nordisk middelalder XV. Kebenhavn 1970.

McCarthy, M.R. & Brooks, C.M. 1988. Medieval Pottery in Britain AD 900-1600.
Leicester University Press.

Sigilla Islandica 1 1965. Magnus Mar Larusson og Jonas Kristjansson sau um
utgafuna. Reykjavik, 1965.

31



Weber, Birthe 1984. 1 Hardanger er Qverneberg og Helleberg... og Hellerne, det er
tyndhugne Steene, bruger man til at bage det tynde Brod Flatbrdd paa... Viking. Bind
XLVII, 1983, bls. 149-160.

32



