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Adolf Fridriksson:

pPingminjarannsoknir arid 2004

Arid 2004 var pridja ar verkefnisins binghald ad fornu. Markmid pess er ad rannsaka
minjar um pinghald & Islandi, kanna aldur peirra og &stand, athuga skipulag pingstada,
stadsetningu, og préun. [ pessari skyrslu verdur greint fra arangri rannsékna sumarid
2004.

Eins og fyrri & var helsta aherslan i rannsoknarstarfinu 16gd & uppgroftinn &
pingvollum. Haldid var afram rannsékn a Biskupsholum, p.e. & arbakkanum framan
vid Pingvallakirkju og leitad minja i Midmundatdni, sem er tunid sunnan vid bainn.
Greint er fra uppgreftinum i agripi & islensku hér & eftir, og jafnframt birt itarleg
uppgraftarskyrsla a ensku. Rannséknir voru gerdar & héradspingum i S-
Pingeyjarsyslu. Leitad var leifa Fjosatungupings, Leidarnes athugad, og meldar upp
minjar a Leidarholi i Reykjadal. Athuganir beindust p6 einkum ad helsta pingstad

héradsins, p.e. i bingey i Skjalfandafljoti, og er fjallad nanar um peer i lok pessarar

skyrslu.

Alls unnu & annan tug visindamanna og
nemenda vid rannsoknirnar. Verkefnisstjorar
eru Adolf Fridriksson og dr. Sigurdur Lindal.
Howell M. Roberts er uppgraftarstjori &
Pingvollum og Gardar Gudmundsson stjérnar

melingastarfi. Adrir helstu patttakendur voru

he - N -.:f«t Gudrin Alda Gisladottir, Runar Leifsson,
Mynd 1. Ungir gestir a Pingvollum  Freya Sadarangani, James Taylor, Antonia
Thomas, Alex Sanmark, Emma Jane Baxter og Magnus Jonsson.

pingstadaverkefnid og fyrirliggjandi afrakstur pess hefur vida verid kynntur fyrir
frodleiksfusum almenningi og i fjolmidlum. A arinu 2004 voru eftirtalin erindi haldin
um rannsoknirnar: Adolf Fridriksson og Hildur Gestsdottir: pingstadarannsoknir

2003. Réaodstefna Félags islenskra fornleifafreedinga, Norraena husinu 21. februar



2004. Adolf Fridriksson og Gardar Gudmundsson: Iron-Age Assemblies in Iceland. A
Paper given at the EAA Conference in Lyon, 8-11th September 2004. A &rinu sem
leid voru Pingvellir formlega teknir & heimsminjaskrd UNESCO og hefur pad aukid
ahuga folks, ekki sist erlendra adila, & pingstadnum og fornleifum par. Adstandendur
verkefnisins voru alloft kalladir til vegna komu péttargerdarfolks fra erlendum
sjonvarpsstodvum, t.a.m. fra Bretlandi, Frakklandi og Japan. Auk rannsdknanna var
veitt leidsdgn um stadinn og starfreektur Fornleifaskoli barnanna, i samstarfi vio
pjodgardinn & pingvollum. Heppnadist skolahaldid mjog vel og séttu tugir barna a
aldrinum 8-12 ara halfsdagsnamskeid og kynntust pannig starfi fornleifafreedinga af

eigin raun.

Hofundar eru pakklatir Kritnihatidarsjooi fyrir veglegan studning vid rannsoknirnar.
Jafnframt standa peir i pakkarskuld vid pingvallanefnd, starfsmenn pjédgardsins &
pingvollum, starfsmenn Valhallar, og loks &btendur a Fljotsbakka i Reykdalahreppi

fyrir flutning & mannskap og bunadi bingeyjarleidangursins.
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Arid 2002 var gerd forkénnun & bingvollum vid Oxara. Tilgangur hennar var ad
athuga astand minjanna og akvarda hvar veri fysilegast ad gera frekari rannsoknir
med uppgrefti. Grafnar voru koénnunarholur vid “Njalsbud” vestan ar, a
Midmundatini sunnan bajarins, Biskupsholum sem eru milli kirkju og arbakka, og
nordan Biskupshola & arbakka Oxarar ad austan. I ljos kom ad & Biskupsholum veeru
téluverdar mannvistarleifar, vel vardveittar og hluti peirra m.a. mjog forn eda allt fra
upphafi pinghalds. Var pvi akvedid, i samradi vid pingvallanefnd, ad leggja aherslu a
rannsoknir & Biskupsholum. Uppgroftur hofst & ny sumarid 2003. Til pessa hofou
einungis verid grafnir mjéir konnunarskurdir, en nu var opnad stort sveedi a
nordanverdum Biskupshélum (sja mynd 2). Arid 2004 var rannséknum haldid afram
a Biskupshdlum, og ad auki opnad sveedi & Midmundatuni. NU hafa margar, misvel

vardveittar byggingaleifar komid i 1jos og peer elstu eru liklega fra 10. 6ld.

Biskupsholar
PVR 04

Uppgraftarsveedid &
Biskupsholum.

A Biskupsh6lum er

mjog, stért og fornt

mannvirki, sem enn sér



adeins i ad litlu leyti. Yfir pessu stéra mannvirki eru leifar yngri minja. Ovist er um
hlutverk peirra, en per geetu verid buadaleifar par sem engir gripir eda énnur ummerki
fundust er gefa til kynna ad par hafi stadid utihGs eda bejarleifar. Athyglisverd er
byggingin sem sést a mynd 3. Svo virdist sem par hafi verid grafinn skurdur eda ras
og han fyllt med grjéti sem lagt hefur verid til & reglulegan hétt. Einkennilegt er ad
byggingin virdist vera hringlaga, eda a.m.k. med half-bogadregnum nordurvegg. Um
adra hluta hennar verdur ekkert sagt & pessu stigi par sem helmingur hennar er enn
ografinn. Svo virdist sem um sokkul undir timburbyggingu sé ad reda. Ekki er

kunnugt um sambeerilegar byggingarleifar hér & landi.
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Mynd 4. Uppgraftarsveedi & Miomundatuni.

Auk uppgraftarins a Biskupsholum var haldid afram leit ad 6drum minjum & og vid

bingstadinn. Arid 2003 hafdi verid gerd rannsokn & Midmundattni med kjarnabor og



gaf nidurstadan til kynna ad helstu mannvistarleifar veeri ad finna sydst & taninu,

nordan trjalundarins vid brina yfir Oxara. par hofdu adur komid i 1jos toftir i

prufuskurdum arid 2002. Opnad var stort rannsdknarsveedi nordan vid prufuskurdinn

fra 2002 og grafio nidur & leifar byggingar med veggjum ur torfi og grjoti. Toftin er

nokkud skemmd pvi rafmagnskapall hefur verid lagdur i hana midja um eda eftir

1950. Toftin er afléng, um 5 m breid, en full lengd er en ekki komin i ljos. EKki er

ljost hvort téftin tilheyri baskaparsdgu Pingvallabzjar eda pinghaldi.

A arunum 2002-2004 hefur talsvert nytt efni beest i upplysingasafn um islenska

Mynd 5. Toftin & Midmundatuni

10

bingstadi og mannvirki & slikum
stodum. Enn er po of snemmt ad
reyna ad draga upp heillega mynd af
bingbudagerd eda skipulagi
bingstada, enda hefur engin bud eda
onnur mannvirki verid grafin upp i
heild sinni og paer minjar sem fram
hafa komid eru fra ymsum
timaskeidum. Spennandi verdur &
nestu arum ad hefja samanburd a

uppgréfnum minjum & Pingvollum

= vid uppmeeldar toftir a
héradspingstodum. I nasta
rannsoknaréafanga verdur

uppgraftarsvaedid a Biskupshdlum
stekkad enn til sudurs og gerdar

frekari rannsoknir & Miomundatdni.



11



Howell M. Roberts:
Excavations at bingvellir 2004

A Preliminary Report.

Image 6 - Excavation at Biskupsholar, pingvellir, June 2004.

Summary

Fornleifastofnun Islands undertook research excavations at Pingvellir between the 1st
the 25th of June, 2004. Continued excavation again targeted remains at the
northeastern end of “Biskupsholar” — expanding upon work begun in 2002-3. The
study area is demarcated by a number of positive earthworks historically associated
with temporary structures used by the Bishops of Iceland and their retinues for the
annual assembly. The area under excavation was enlarged to the south, and now
totals some 220m2,

The remains unearthed consisted of numerous stone alignments, a stone filled trench,
parts of stone faced turf walls, ephemeral floor surfaces and localised patches of
burning or temporary hearths. These are interpreted as being fragments of several
temporary structures, each of which may have undergone numerous episodes of repair
and reconstruction. Positive dating evidence was limited, but the small number of
artefacts recovered so far from this area are indicative of a post-medieval date.

Open area excavation also commenced at Midmundatin. Following evaluation work
in 2002 and 2003, an area of 40m2 was opened at the southern end of Midmundatun,
where earthworks may be seen to extend within an area of modern tree plantation.

The project was funded by the Kristnihatidarsjodur and conducted in co-operation

with the pingvellir National Park, and forms part of a larger study into the practice
and nature of administrative and judicial assemblies (Pinghald til forna).
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Introduction and Background

Excavation at pingvellir in 2004 forms part of the third year of a five year project
(pinghald til forna) investigating the archaeology of assembly sites throughout

Iceland.
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Image 7 - Plan of visible structures (in red)

The majority of visible archaeological features are to be found on the western bank of
the river, within an area measuring some 425m in length and up to 120m wide. A
second apparently smaller cluster of archaeological features are located on the eastern

bank, close to the modern church and farm.

The current project began in 2002, with the mapping and evaluation of the
“Biskupshdlar” area, evaluation of the Midmundatin area, further evaluation of 2
structures to the west of the river, and the testing of 2 potential features on the eastern
river bank. Five evaluation trences in the Biskupholar area all revealed complex
structural remains, primarily stone built walls. Open area excavation at Biskupshélar

in 2003 began the task of unearthing and defining those structures.
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Image 8 - Biskupsholar

In 2004 the project focused firstly on excavation in the “Biskupshélar” area. A team
of up to 10 people spent 4 weeks exposing and recording archaeological remains,
within a single open area measuring circa 220m2. The excavation area is aligned with
the national grid and centered on E 397175 N 418975, ISN93. The Biskupsholar area
is currently open grass lawn, sloping gently from circa 104m above sea level at the
centre-southeast down to circa 101m at the riverbank. The Biskupshdlar area, limited
by the Oxara at the west, the churchyard at the southwest and a tarmaced roadway at
the southeast, measures circa 55m in length, 28-30m in width and has a total area of
approximately 1500m2 - although modern tracks, fences and trees limit the area
suitable for excavation.
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Aims and Methods

The primary aim of excavation work at Biskupshélar in 2004 was to expand upon the
results from 2003 — and to continue the process of exposing the uppermost sequence
of the highly complex structural remains within this area.

Survey control points were established using a Trimble DGPS station. The excavation
area was subsequently laid out in regular 5m2 grid squares using a Nikon DTM 750
total station theodolite. Turf and topsoil were removed by hand. All archaeological
deposits were subsequently hand excavated. All archaeological deposits were planned
and described using pro-forma recording sheets, and the excavation methodology
adopted was one of single context planning. This record was supplemented by digital
and conventional photography as appropriate.

As the excavation area lies within the core area of the National Park, and is thus a
focus for public attention, care was taken to present information about the work, by
means of both tours and signposts. As in 2003, care was taken to disrupt the public
activity of the park as little as possible, and excavation once more proceeded with a
view towards minimum intervention and maximum preservation of the visible
monument.  Although this forms a constraint upon archaeological research, the
decision was taken not to remove or disturb any significant structural remains at this
time. Once a broader understanding of the uppermost structures is available, it may
then prove appropriate to further investigate earlier deposits at this location.

15



Results

Biskupshélar

Biskupsholar

Image 9 — Biskupsholar Excavation Area 2004

Following the removal of the turf and topsoil, the turbated remains of several stone
allignments came to light. Numerous layers of overburden, colluvium and aeolian
deposition were defined, recorded and removed. These uppermost deposits contained
very little obvious anthropogenic input, although some occasional charcoal and turf
fragments were noted. These overburden layers were typified by fairly extensive
turbation, possibly as a result of frost action, and or root action. Beneath the
overburden, a number of negative features were investigated, including temporary
hearths, post holes and possible beam slots.

16



Features

Group 307
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Partially excavated in 2003, and further investigated in 2004 this feature is located in
the southeastern corner of the excavation area. This feature now appears to
approximately “L” shaped in plan, although clearly extending beyond the current limit
of excavation. Group 307 is contained by a negative cut (306) measuring circa up to
0.6m in depth, 0.8m wide, and curently visible for a total length of at least 8.9m. The
latter ditch was filled by irregular, angular stones (305) measuring up to 0.4m in
width, within a matrix of loose, turbated orange brown silt (304). The precise
function of this feature remains difficult to define — although further excavation
reinforces the interpreation of this feature as a structural element. Following the
removal of part of the stone fill (305), remaining masonry appears to be more
deliberately set, even coursed in places. Excavation of this feature will continue in
2005 as the excavation area in once more expanded.

Image 11 -
Oblique view of western arm fF
of Feature 307. Camera facing 3
east, scale 2m.

Context No| Finds No|Objec
| 304 155

| 304 167

| 304  168Nail

| 304 178




\Context No\ \Finds No\ \Object_Keyword\ \MateriaI_Keyword\ \ QuantCount\
| 304 216 Vessel Glass | 2
\ 304\ 233\Unworked bone HBone H q

| 304 241 Iron H 2
Table 1 — Finds from Group 307

Group 425
Contexts (336) and [337]

Group 425 comprises a shallow linear cut or gulley [337] and its fill (336). This
feature is located towards the centre south of the current excavation area, at the base
of a gentle slope. Cut [337] measures (currently) some 5.5m in length, up to 0.80m in
width, with a depth of circa 0.17m. It is interpreted as a possible beam slot, and as
such may form the last traces of a structure located to the northeast. This
interpretation might be supported by the recovery of 3 nails/rivets from the fill (336).

Group 425

Image 12

Plan of feature 425

—

Limit of excavation

om 5m

\Context No\ \Finds No\ \Object_Keyword\ \Material_Keyword\ \ QuantCount\
| 336 83 Nail Iron | 1
| 336 84 Nail Iron | 1
\ 33d\ 83\Rivet/Rove HI ron H ]J

Table 2 — Finds from Group 425
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Group 427
Contexts (382) and [385]

Located beneath the central southern part of Group 425 was a small ovoid pit (Group
427) comprising a cut [385] and fill (382). On excavation the fill 382 was found to
contain a number of small angular stones, concentrated at the western downslope edge
of the feature. In total the cut 385 measured 0.95m in length, 0.55m in width and had
a depth of 0.20-0.25m. It is interpreted as a post setting.

Group 426
Contexts (376) and [380]

Image 13
- 0m Cut 380, facing northeast, scale is 1m

Group 426 2m

Image 14 — Group 426

Located some 1.5m to the south west of Group 427 was a further negative feature
(Group 426). This group comprises an irregular cut [380] and its fill (376). Cut 380
measured upto 1.65m in length, 0.98m in width and upto 0.43m in depth. Despite the
irregular shape of this feature, the central portion is clearly consistent with
interpretation as a post setting. The shallow, linear, southern lobe may represent a
beam slot, and shallow northern lobe may represent a temporary post position.

The nail and rivet <162>and <163> recovered from the fill of this feature are
consistent with a structural function, and the fragment of pipe stem <218> may date
this feature to the post medieval period.

Context No Finds No Object_Keyword Material_Keyword| QuantCount

\ 37d\ 162\Rivet/Rove HI ron H ]J

| 376  163Nalil Iron 1

| 376 218Tobacco Pipe  Ceramic | 1
Table 3 — Finds from Group 426
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Group 430
Contexts (378) and [392]

Group 430 comprises an irregular cut
[392] and its fill (378), located circa
3.7m to the northeast of Group 426.
Groups 430 and 426 are similar in
nature and occupy similar stratigraphic
positions. Group 430 measures 1.4m
in length, 1.1m in width and upto
20cms in depth at its centre. This
feature is also intrepreted as a post
setting. The northern lobe of this
feature is very shallow, and may once
again represent a temporary or
secondary post setting.

|

Group 430

Image 15 — Plan of Group 430

Context No Finds No Object_Keyword Material_Keyword| QuantCount|

\ 37&\ 19]HPipe \topper alloy H ]J
| 378  192Mount ‘Copper alloy | 1
Table 4 — Finds from Group 430
Group 429

Contexts (388) and [391]

——

Group 429

[391]

[380]

(\\

[392]

1 Om

2m

Image 16 — Plan of Group 429 and associated features.
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Located between (and joining)
post pits 380 and 392 was a
shallow gulley or slot (Group
429). The latter group
comprises an irregular linear
cut [391], and its fill (388).
Cut 391 measured 3.2m in
length, up to 0.42m in width,
and up to 0.18m in depth.

This feature is interpreted as a
beam slot — and is seen to be
associated with post pit groups
426 and 430.

The post pit group 427 [385] is
thus seen as a modification or
repair, respecting the pre-
existing beam slot, and the
later linear feature, group 425
[337] might be interpreted as a
replacement or re-iteration of
this structural arrangement.



\Context No\ \Finds No\ \Object_Keyword\ \MateriaI_Keyword\ \ QuantCount\
\ 38&\ 11§\Nail HI ron H ]J
| 388 124Nail Iron I 1
\ 38d\ 123bbject HI ron H ]J
\ 38&\ 12]HRivet/Rove HI ron H Z

Table 5 — Finds from Group 429

Although largely un-diagnostic, the artefacts recovered from group 429, (as well as its
associated features) maybe seen to support a structural interpretation.

Group 435
Groups 426, 427, 429, 430, 431

Taken together, the above features are interpreted as the southeastern limit of a
possible building or room. A number of other features and deposits may also be
added to this picture. Located to the northwest of the above features, a shallow pit
with charcoal rich fills was excavated (Group 431) and to the northwest of the latter
feature an alignment of stones could be discerned (not yet excavated).

N Limit of excavation Image 17 - Plan Of
Group 435

If interpreted as a
single unit, the above
features form a space
approximately 5m in
length and 3m wide.
This may represent a
room within a larger
building -  surface
topography to  the
southwest of  these
~7| features is seen to be
consistent  with a
continuation of this
structure. The
structure in itself may
of course have been
Limit of excavation renewed On many
om 5m occasions, and may be
best seen as the outline,
the concept, of a building re-iterated over and over again. The current excavation area
certainly contains further similar structural elements that are unlikely to be closely
contemporary to Group 435, but occupy essentially the same space and serve the same
function. A charcoal filled pit, Group 431, may be seen as the occupational evidence
for this phase of activity.

21



Group 431
Contexts (345), (369), (372) and [398]

[398] (372)

(369)

Image 18 — Plans of contexts within Group 431

Group 431 comprises an irregular, shallow sub-rectangular pit [398], and its three fills
(372, 369 and 345) — all found to contain substantial traces of charcoal and burnt
material. The form of these charcoal inclusions may be seen above (see figure ?2.?).
Cut feature 398 measured up to 1.5m in length, 1.2m in width and 0.23m in depth,
and was slightly undercut at its south western edge. This feature is interpreted as a
hearth or temporary fireplace, and a box like form may be construed from the charcoal
content of the fills. Environmental samples (see Appendix 3) were taken from fills
369 (Samples 101 and 103) and 372 (Sample 104) — these await further analysis.

The finds from Group 431 are not held to be diagnostic.

22



Context No Finds No Object_Keyword Material_Keyword| Count]

\ 372\ 19dbbject \k:opper alloy H ]J

\ 343\ Qﬂ\Nail HI ron H ]J
Table 6 — Finds from Group 431

Context 339

Following the disuse of the hearth feature Group 431, some traces of re-use of this
space may be discerned. Overlying the hearth was a possible floor layer (context 339)
— the latter layer abutted stones to the northwest. Context 339 was firm, dark brown
and contained small quantities of burnt bone and charcoal. Spatially, it matches well
with the proposed room Group 435, and extends somewhat to the north, suggestive

perhaps of an entrance way or threshold.

\FindsNo\ \Objecﬂ\Material\ \Coumﬂ Notes \
~ 9INail ron 1 |
~ 920bject Iron 1 |
\ 94$herd \blass H ]Jb 19" bottle glass \
| 95Sherd Ceramic | 2 Transfer-printed creamware. Late 18"/early 19" ¢ |

Table 7 — Finds from layer 339

Finds from this layer clearly suggest a fairly modern date. Although not necessarily
connected stratigraphically, Group 425 (above) could relate to this episode of re-use.

Considerable further excavation remains to be done within this area — doubtless
revealing further structural elements and traces, of earlier periods of occupation.
Layers observed in trial trenching in 2002 amount to perhaps 40cms of additional

archaeological layers at this spot.

Towards the northeastern limit of excavation, a further sequence of possible internal

features and structural elements were excavated.

23



Group 375
Contexts [374], (368)

N Image 19- Plan of features 374 and
<1 386

Group 375 comprises a shallow
irregular cut [374] and its fill of peat
ash, burnt earth and charcoal (context
368). Cut 374 measured up to 1.75m
in length, 1.45m in width and at most
0.20m in depth. This feature is
interpreted as a temporary hearth. The
variability of the nature of the fill

‘ might suggest more than one episode
Om 2m of firing, or perhaps a mixture of fuel
sources. Group 375 is believed to be
an internal feature — however, defining the extent of the room it might be within is
still a matter of conjecture. Some alignments of stone may be discerned (see figure?.?
above), but further excavation will be necessary to demonstrate (or disprove) the
contemporaneity of these elements

\FindsNoH Object HMateriaIHCountH Notes \
~ 1030bject fon 1 |
\ 104\Nai| leon H ]H \
\ 101\Nail leon H ]H \
\ 1od\NaiI leon H ]H \
\ 10<Jbbject HI ron H Z!TWO fragments of same object \
. 238Unworked bone Bone 4210 unburned. 32 burned small fragments

Table 8 — Finds from group 375
Located immediately to the southwest of group 375 was a very small circular feature

also filled with burnt material (Group 387, including cut 386 and fill 383). This
feature is clearly associated with its larger neighbour.
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Miomundatun

In addition to the excavation carried out at Biskupshoélar, a small open area was
opened towards the south western corner of Midmundatin — where open pasture
meets modern tree plantation, and where structural remains were identified by trial
trenching in 2002. Furthermore, soil coring conducted in 2003" identified an
extensive spread of various anthropogenic inputs with the south western portion of
Midmundatun.

A geophysical survey (resistivity) was also undertaken (results forthcoming)
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Image 20 — Post excavation plan, 2004

2002 Evaluation trench - S facing section

Pipe trench Root action

Image 21 — Section drawing 2002

! Woollet 2004, page 31
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In 2004, excavation totalled an area of some 40m2, and only proceeded as far as the
removal of turf, topsoil, tree roots, tree root disturbance and other overburden.
Nonetheless, this exposed the uppermost elements of a turf and stone construction,
clearly extending southwards into the area of plantation, and possibly also somewhat
northwards. This appears to represent part of a room or building some 4-5m in width
but of unknown length. Floor layers associated with this structure were observed in
2002.

This is seen to confirm the results obtained by trial trenching in 2002% and to
reinforce the importance of this area for archaeological study. It has been known
since 1957 that this area was of archaeological significance — since the discovery of
the Ta-bagal (a C11th bronze bishops’ crozier) during cable laying work®. Along
with this remarkable artefact, structural remains and floor layers were also noted.

A visual survey of the area surrounding this find may discern a sub-rectangular ruin
surmounting a low rise at the southern edge of Midmundatan, and overlooking a steep
slope leading down to the (river) Oxara. It is unfortunate however that this area has
long been subject to tree plantation — obscuring the true extents of the archaeological
remains and hampering geophysical, topographic and remote sensing surveys.

Furthermore, as may be seen in Figure 13 (a section excavated close by the northern
limit of tree planting) root growth and root disturbance now presents a very real threat
to the preservation of these remains. Tree plantation directly over this structure has
now been removed — it is hoped that the process of tree removal will proceed in other
areas of proven archaeological sensitivity. The turf and stone walled, earthen floored
archaeology of pingvellir in particular (and Iceland in general) is very susceptible to
damage by any turbation — not least the growth of large roots. Crucial stratigraphic
data is destroyed, the microenvironment is radically altered and the integrity of the
archaeological deposit is lost. Archaeology is a finite, threatened, non-renewable
resource, and the archaeology of bingvellir is of the highest cultural significance.

2 Adolf Fridriksson (ed) 2002, pages 39-41
% Gisli Gestsson, in Kristjan Eldjarn 1971, pages 5-27
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Discussion

Despite the considerable complexity and subtlety of the excavated remains at
Biskupshdlar, it is becoming possible to define spaces, identify floor surfaces, hearths
and other structural features. Dating evidence — although sparse and variable — is
coming to light, and would seem to indicate that these uppermost remains date from
the post medieval period. The very subtlety and complexity of the remains may in it
self begin to tell us something about the nature of activities at the Alping. Evidence
recovered to date suggests very temporary informal structures — there are for instance
only the slightest, thinnest floors so far come to light. There is evidence for building
in turf and stone — although the use of turf is seemingly quite minimal. Rather, for the
later period at least it seems that there are areas demarcated with stone, incorporating
perhaps light timber frames for tents, and simple shallow excavated hearths. One
supposes that building material will have been re-used, and scavenged from earlier
structures. Evidence from trial trenching in 2002 might suggest that some of those
earlier structures were more substantial. The repeated use of the same locations does
also offer some evidence of continuity.

Excavation at Midmundatun offers a first glimpse of a rather different type of
archaeology. Here the substantial stone walls, and much clearer floor layer suggest a
more permanent structure, and one that saw much longer periods of use. It may be
that this structure relates more to agriculture at the site, as opposed to the practice of
assembly. This in itself would have implications for the layout of the site, possibly
indicating a change in the location of the farm.

What is abundantly clear about the archaeology of pingvellir is how little we know to
date and the huge scale of the task that faces us. Work so far has only scratched the
surface of the remains — which are of considerable extent depth and complexity. It is
perhaps inevitable that the current small scale efforts at bingvellir will only raise
questions and highlight issues that require further study.
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Appendix 1 — Context Register

Unit|| Type |Group| Description | Date || ID |
\ 30dbroup H dPre—excavation multi-context plan H 11.6.200:{ \HMR \
\ 30]J \DepositH dbverburden / hillwash H 13.6.2003 bST \
\ 302 \DepositH d\Mid brown clay silt with charcoal inclusions H 14.6.2003\U/E \
303 Deposit 0Orange brown humic silt — basal part of topsoil 14.6.2003GAG
horizon
304 Deposit 307 Silt fill of cut [306] | 18.6.2003FS |
' 305Deposit 307 Stones filling cut [306] | 18.6.2003FS |
306Cut 307 Curvilinear ditch | 18.6.2003FS |
' 307Group | 0 Comprising (304), (305), & [306] | 18.6.2003FS |
\ 30& \DepositH dbrey brown sandy silt with charcoal H 18.6.200:{ bAG \
\ 30q \DepositH dtompact grey brown sandy silt with charcoal H 19.6.2003 bAG \
' 310Group  0Comprising [311] & (312) | 20.6.2003JST |
' 311Cut  310Shallow pit / hollow | 20.6.2003JST |
' 312Deposit  310Bio/cryo-turbated orange brown sandy silt | 20.6.2003UST |
' 313Group 0 Comprising [314] & (315) | 20.6.2003FS |
\ 314tut H 313 \Large irregular hollow H 20.6.200? \FS \
\ 313 \DepositH 313 \Loose, turbated orange brown silt H 20.6.2001 \FS \
316 Deposit 0 Mid yellow brown sandy silt with occasional 20.6.2003GAG
charcoal
317 Deposit 0 Dark orange brown silt with possible turf 20.6.2003UA
fragments
| 318Deposit  0Mid orange brown silt sand — aeolian? | 20.6.2003JST |
\ 31q \DepositH dﬁtone alignment — wall remnant H 23.6.200:{ bH/U/E \
320 Deposit 0 Orange brown sandy silt with turf collapse, 23.6.2003FS
abutting possible wall.
| 321Deposit  ORed brown sandy silt. Colluvium/aeolian | 23.6.2003JST |
| 322Deposit  O'Yellow brown clay silt | 23.6.2003UE |
323 Deposit 0Dark red brown mixed deposit beneath/amongst || 23.6.2003 GAG
319)
' 324Deposit 0 Dark orange brown sandy silt. Colluvium/aeolian | 24.6.2003FS |
\ 323 \DepositH d\Degraded turf collapse abutting Group [331] H 24.6.200i bAG/RL \
' 326Deposit 331 Stone facing — abutts 327 | 25.6.2003HMR
| 327Deposit 331 Stone facing - abutts 328? | 25.6.2003HMR
' 328Deposit 331 Stone facing — repair to 329? | 25.6.2003HMR
' 329Deposit 331 Stone facing | 25.6.2003HMR
' 330Deposit 331 Stone facing | 25.6.2003HMR |
' 331Group | Stone and turf wall at northern LOE | 25.6.2003HMR
' 332Group | Post ex plan - Area BH | 26.6.2003FS |
\ 333 \DepositH dbharcoal/burnt spread H 8.6.2004 %ST \
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ﬁJnitH Type HGroupH Description H Date H ID

\ 334 \DepositH dh’umbled stones in topsoil H 8.6.2004 bAG/RL
\ 333 \DepositH d\Dark brown organic layer with charcoal H 8.6.2004 %S

| 336Deposit  425Fill of [337] | 8.6.2004FS

\ 331 tut H 423 ﬁhallow linear feature - sill beam? H 8.6.2004 \FS

\ 33& \DepositH dblope wash, occ charcoal H 9.6.2004 \MJH

\ 33q \DepositH dFIoor layer? Dark brown, some charcoal H 9.6.2004 \EJB/GAG
\ 34d \DepositH d\Dark grey brown with charcoal. Colluvium? H 9.6.2004 \RL

\ 34ﬂ \DepositH d\Rooty overburden H 9.6.2004%ST

\ 342 \DepositH d\Dark brown layer with charcoal H 9.6.2004 LAS

\ 343 \DepositH d\Dark brown layer with charcoal H 9.6.2004 \RL

\ 344 \DepositH d\Dark brown layer with charcoal H 10.6.2004\RL

' 345Deposit 431 Mixed layer with linear charcoal concentrations | 10.6.2004 GAG

\Numbers 346 to 365 inclusive are VOID

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
\ 36d \DepositH dﬁtones, wall collapse H 10.6.2004%8 \
\ 36% \DepositH dbreen brown silt, assoc with burning H 10.6.2004%ST \
| 368 Deposit 375 Peat ash and charcoal - fill of [374] | 10.6.2004 AST |
\ 36# \DepositH 43]J tharcoal layer H 11.6.2004BAG/GG \
\ 37d\DepositH dbreasy mid brown layer H 11.6.2004 \RL/JST \
\ 37]HDepositH d\Dark grey brown layer with charcoal H 11.6.2004%8 \
' 372Deposit 431 Charcoal layer filling [398] | 11.6.2004GAG/GG |
' 373Deposit  0Mid brown silt with occasional charcoal | 14.6.2004RL |
' 374Cut  375Sub-rectangular cut | 14.6.2004 AST |
' 375Group | 0lnc (368), [374] | 14.6.2004 AST |
| 376Deposit 426 Loose dark brown fill of [376] | 14.6.2004HMR
\ 371 \DepositH d\Mid brown silt with stones and occ charcoal H 14.6.2004 \RL \
| 378Deposit 430 Mixed dark brown silt fill of [392] | 14.6.2004GAG |
| 379Deposit  428Fill of [389], dark brown, frequent charcoal | 15.6.2004AS |
\ 38dbut H 42d \Large irregular post pit H 15.6.2004 \HMR \
381 Deposit  432Fill of [402], similar to 379 | 15.6.2004AS |
\ 382 \DepositH 421 Fill of ph [385], mixed soft dark brown H 15.6.2004 bAG \
\ 38:{ \DepositH 381 Fill of [386], peat ash and charcoal H 15.6.2004%ST \
| 384Deposit  OWall collapse, bioturbated | 15.6.2004RL |
1 385Cut  427Post pit? | 15.6.2004 GAG/GG |
\ 38d but H 381 $mal| sub-circular feature H 15.6.2004%ST \
' 387Group  Olnc (383), [386] | 15.6.2004 AST |
| 388Deposit  429Fill of [391] | 15.6.2004 GAG/GG |
\ 38qtut H 423\Irregular depression, root bole? H 16.6.2004%8 \
\ 39d\DepositH dtolluvial layer inc charcoal H 16.6.2004\FS \
391Cut  429Shallow linear gully | 16.6.2004GAG
1392Cut  430Pit or posthole | 16.6.2004GAG
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ﬁJnitHTypeHGroupH Description H Date H ID

|
\ 393 \DepositH d\Mid brown silt, accumulated against stones H 16.6.2004 LAST \
| 394Deposit  0Dark brown greasy layer | 16.6.2004RL |
| 395Deposit  OColluvial layer | 16.6.2004FS |
' 396Deposit  0Brown layer | 17.6.2004ST |
\ 391 \DepositH d\Dark brown layer with charcoal flecks H 17.6.2004LAST \
\ 39& tut H 43]J $ub rectangular cut - temp hearth? H 17.6.2004BAG/GG \
' 399Deposit 0 Dark brown silt layer inc charcoal | 17.6.2004EJB |
\ 40d \DepositH d\Dark brown spread inc charcoal H 17.6.2004LAST \
| 401Deposit  OColluvial layer | 17.6.2004MH) |
\ 402tut H 432\Irregular crescent shaped cut, root bole? H 17.6.2004%8 \
\ 403 \DepositH d$andy dark brown layer with charcoal spots H 17.6.2004@AG/GG \
| 404Deposit  OPossible remnant surface | 17.6.2004FS |
\ 40j \DepositH d\Dark brown layer H 21.6.2004%8 \
\ 40d \DepositH d\Dark brown silt sealing wall H 21.6.2004 \RL \
\ 40% \DepositH dbolluvial layer H 21.6.2004\FS \
| 408Deposit  0Colluvial layer | 21.6.2004HMR |
\ 40q tut H 433 Possible beam slot H 21.6.2004LAST \
\ 41d\DepositH dtharcoal rich grey brown silt H 21.6.2004bAG/GG \
\ 41]HDepositH dbrange brown layer, root action H 21.6.2004LAST \
\ 412 \DepositH d\Dark grey brown layer with charcoal, burnt bone H 21.6.2004%8 \
| 413Deposit  OFill of [415], with ash, charcoal, burnt bone | 21.6.2004GAGI/GG |
| 414Deposit  0Mixed silt with charcoal | 21.6.2004EJB |
415Cut | 434Posthole | 21.6.2004GAG/GG |
| 416Deposit 433 Basal fill of [409] | 21.6.2004AST |
\ 41% \DepositH d\Mixed dark brown layer, occasional charcoal H 22.6.2004@AG \
418Deposit  0Stones, tumbled assoc with (406) | 22.6.2004RL |
| 419Deposit  0Colluvial layer | 22.6.2004 AST |
420Deposit 0 Colluvial layer | 22.6.2004FS/MHJ
421Deposit 0 Colluvial layer | 23.6.2004RL |
\ 422 \DepositH dPaIe brown compact silt layer H 23.6.2004bAG \
| 423Group  OPost excavation plan - Area BH | 24.6.2004HMR |
\ 424broup H dPost excavation plan - Area MM H 24.6.2004\HMR \
' 425Group  Olnc (336) and [337] 11.11.2004HMR
| 426Group  4351Inc (376) and [380] 11.11.2004HMR
427Group  435Inc (382) and [385] 11.11.2004HMR
| 428Group  0lnc (389) and [379] 11.11.2004HMR |
| 429Group  435Inc (388) and [391] 11.11.2004HMR |
| 430Group  4351Inc (378) and [392] 11.11.2004HMR
| 431Group  4351nc (345), (369), (372), [398] 11.11.2004HMR
| 432Group  Olnc (381) and [402] 11.11.2004HMR |
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ﬁJnitHTypeHGroupH Description H Date H ID \

1 433Group  Olnc (416) and [409] 11.11.2004HMR
| 434Group  0lnc (413) and [415] 11.11.2004HMR |
| 435Group | 'Meta-group, 426,427, 429, 430, 431 11.11.2004HMR |
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Appendix 2 — Finds Register

\FindHUnitH Object H Material HCoumﬂ Notes
83 336 Nail Iron | 1

84 336Nail Iron [

\ 85” 33d\Rivet/Rove leon H ]H

86 338 Nail Iron [

87 338Nail Iron [

88 338 Copperalloy = 1Possibly from horse strap
89 338Nail Iron [

90 338Nail Iron [

91 339 Nail Iron [

92 339 Iron [

94 339 Glass L1

95 339 Ceramic | 2

96 344 Nail Iron [

97 345Nail Iron [

98 344 Glass L1

99 344 Ceramic 2

100 370 Nail Iron [

101 370 Iron L1

102 370 Metal .5

103 368 Iron L1

104 368 Nail Iron [

105 371 Glass L1

106 371 Iron L1

107 368 Nail Iron [

108 368 Nail Iron [

109 368 Iron | 2Two frags of same obj
110 371 Ceramic 0

111 INail Iron L1

112 371 Iron L1

113 379 ‘Ceramic | 1Small fragment of white glazed pt
114 379 Ceramic 1

115 379 Nail Iron [

116 379 Glass L1

117 3719 Ceramic 5

118 379 Nail Iron [

119 388 Nail Iron [

120 393 Nail Iron [

\ 12]H 39]HRivet/Rove leon H Z\
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\FindHUnitH Object H Material HCounlﬂ Notes

\ 122\ 395H \bopper alloy H ]JU-shaped obj. Frag clasp?

123 388 Iron [

124 388 Nail Iron [

125 401 Iron | 2Clasp?

126 401 Nail Iron |1

127 401 Iron . 2Loop frag

128 401 Nail Iron [

129 413Nail Iron | 1]

130 416 Nail Iron [

131 416Nail Iron |1

132 416Nail Iron |1

133 416 Nail Iron [

134 379 Nail Iron ' 1wood around the nail

\ 135“ 37§h’0bacc0 Pipe \beramic H ]H

136 406 Nail Iron [

| 137 406 Nail Iron [

| 139 406 Nail Iron |

140 420 Iron . 1Handle?

141 0 Iron | 1 Unstratified EOE

\ 142\ d\NaiI leon H ]HUnstratified EOE

\ 143\ d\ leon H ]HUnstratified EOE

144 ORivet/Rove Iron | 1Unstratified EOE

\ 143\ dh’obacco Pipe \teramic H ]HUnstratified EOE

\ 14d\ d\NaiI leon H ]HUnstratified EOE

\ 141\ d\NaiI leon H d\Unstratified EOE

\ 143\ d\NaiI leon H ]HUnstratified EOE

149 0 Iron | 1Unstratified EOE

\ 15(“ d\ leon H ]H'I'einn. Unstratified EOE

\ 15]“ d\Hook leon H ]HUnstratified EOE

\ 152\ d\NaiI leon H ]HUnstratified EOE

153 ONail Iron . 1Unstratified EOE

154 0 ‘Copper alloy | 1Plate. Unstratified EOE

(155 304 Iron _ Llron obj.

156 384Nail Iron 1

- 157 401 Nail Iron [

158 403 Iron ' 1club shaped iron obj. flat

159 384 Nail Iron | 1]

160 381 Iron 1 Subrectang plate were the edges have
been folded

161 379 Iron | 5 Unidentified frag
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\FindHUnitH Object H Material HCounlﬂ Notes \
\ 162\ 37d\Rivet/Rove leon H ]ltorroded rove? \
163 376 Nail Iron 1 |
164 401 Iron | 1Unidentified frag |
\M$ ﬂ@mm Wmn H ﬂFmQMUmgmwkMEMMe

\ 16d\ ]HNaiI leon H ]HHead of nail. Circular. \
\ 161\ 304\ leon H ]HPin with rectangular section \
\16$ 3OMNmI Wmn H ﬂWaHbmkaﬂanmm \
\163\ ﬂthURmm Wmn H 3bnMemﬁmdfmg \
70 1 Iron 4 |
171 1Hook Iron 1 |
\ 172\ ]H \bopper alloy H Z\plate which has been cut \
173 1Rivet/Rove Copperalloy 1

174 379 Nail Iron 1 |
\ 17&\ 37§\ Hnon H ﬂLﬂﬂdenﬁﬁedi?ag \

176 1 Nail Iron 20 Nails various forms, horsehoe and long.
Sq sect

177 1 Iron | 3Bsubrect. plates, with nails |
\ 173\ 304\ leon H ]HPin, rectang. section, bent. \
\ 17$ﬂ ]HRivet/Rove leon H ZPossibly rivets \
(180 1Nail Iron 1 |
181 381 Iron 44 small unidentified frag |
182 341Nail Iron ' 2whole nail + head. Sq section |
\ 183\ 34ﬂ\ Hnon H ﬂBrokenrnounL?sUapster \
\ 184\ 34]J \Knife leon H ]M/vhole blade, tang broken. 18-19th C? \
\ 183\ SGW\NaiI leon H ]HBent nail rectangular in section \
\ 18d\ 384\ HMetaI H ]HDecorated "milla" Costume fastener hook\
(187 1Nail Copperalloy 1 |
\ 183\ ]H \bopper alloy H ]HLoop from clothing fastener \
\ 189#\ SOJH \bopper alloy H ]meall circular thick plate, nail head? \
\ 19(“ 372ﬂ \bopper alloy H ]HPIate. Nail hole? rivet? \
\ 19]“ 37&\ \bopper alloy H ]Hhalf of small pipe? \
\ 192\ 37d\ \boppera“oy H ﬂBanelﬁavefaﬂenk@ \
\ 193\ 42ﬂ\ \hoppera“oy H ﬂ$nuﬂlﬂatﬂag.mafshaped

\ 194\ ﬂboh1 \boppera"oy H ﬂhcdandk:ZSeyHngurlQGl \
\ 193\ ]H \bopper alloy H ]HBronze plate with nail in \
196 1Pendant Copperalloy = 1Possibly from riding gear |
\ 191\ ]H \ﬁtone H ]HPumice stone. import \
\ 193\ ]H \blass H MNindow glass \

199 1 Glass 13Green, light green and transp. bottle and

vessel
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\FindHUnitH Object H Material HCounlﬂ Notes \
\ ZOd\ ]HTobacco Pipe \beramic H j\ \
201 1 Obsidian 1 |
202 1 Ceramic | 36White glazed, decor, some w/repair holes
\ 20:{\ ]H \beramic H 13 \Redware and possibly stoneware \
\ 204\ ]H \blass H ]HMeIted glass? white \
\ ZOEH ]H \L‘Stone H ]Jﬁome kind of obsidian "biksteinn"? \
\ 2od\ ]JPottery \K:eramic H ]HFragment of possible red ceramic \
207 1Unworked Stone Stone ' 1Waterworn green pebble |

208 O Nail Iron 1 Well preserved fe nail, flat head, flat

section

\ 20@\ ]M/Vhetstone \ﬁchist H ]HHaIf,possibIe import. Worn \
\ Zld\ ]JNessel \blass H ]HFrag green glass \
211 1Window Pane  Glass | 2Modern glass |
\ 213\ ]JNesseI \k:eramic H SﬂModern white glazed mixed \

213 301Messel Glass 1Kickbottomed wine bottle frag 19 - 20C?

Green

\ 214\ 33d Nessel \teramic H ]JM/aII sherd stoneware? \
\ 215” 30]J \Unworked Stone \L@tone H ]H]asper chip \
\ Zld\ SOAM/essel \blass H Zbreen wine bottle frags, incl neck \
\ Zlﬂ 30]J Nessel \blass H Sibreen wine bottle frags, incl top and neck\
\ Zld\ 37dh’obacco Pipe \beramic H ]ﬁtem frag \
219 344TobaccoPipe Ceramic | 1Narrow stem frag |
\ 22d\ 34]J h’obacco Pipe \beramic H ]HFrag of bow!? \
\ 22]H SBdNessel \beramic H ]Jkthip glazed fabric, pale pink? \
\ 222\ 379\ HLeather H ]lﬁmall frag, pliable \
223 379Window Pane  Glass ' 1Modern glass |
224 379Window Pane  Glass ' 1Modern glass |
\ 225” 414Nessel \k:eramic H ]HNeck frag stoneware? \
\ 22d\ 40]JNesseI \k:eramic H ]MNhite glazed, red fabric \
\ 221\ 40]J Nessel \blass H ]HBasaI green glass wine bottle frag \
| 228 406 Vessel Ceramic | 3White glazed ? Teacup |

229/ 412Metalworking  Slag 1Heavy and dense

Waste

\ 23(” 33& Nessel \blass H ]Jbreen \
\ 23]H 33& Nessel \blass H Zblear, prob modern \
\ 232\ ]JM/hetstone \bchist H ]prlit end frag, prob part of 209 \
\ 23:{\ ]HUnworked HBone H j\(233) Including tooth \
\ 234\ 30]J \Unworked HBone H 3\(234) Tooth and two burned bones \
\ 233\ 304 \Unworked HBone H Sﬂ(235) Tooth and 8 burned bones \
\ 23d\ 33& \Unworked HBone H jk236) Teeth + burned bone \
\ 231\ 34]J \Unworked HBone H ]Jk237) Teeth enamel \




\FindHUnitH Object H Material HCounlﬂ Notes
238 368 Unworked Bone 42(238) 10 unburned. 32 burned small
fragm.
\ 23&1\ 3694 \Unworked HBone H j\(239) Two teeth
\ 24d\ 393 \Unworked HBone H ]H(240) Coarse piece of bone.
241 304 Iron 2Pin w/ circular section and wood remains.

Obj.awl?
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Appendix 3 — Environmental Sample Register

Sample No Context No| Type/ Method| Process | Vol Count| Notes |
| 100 333Bulk Macro Floatation 3  1Charcoal |
\ 10]H BGQ\BquHMacro HFIoatationH ]H Jlktharcoal \
| 102 368Bulk Macro Floatation 2 1Charcoal/peat ash’
\ 102{\ 36@\BulkHMacro HFIoatationH d\ Zk:harcoal \
| 104, 372Bulk Macro Floatation 20  5Charcoal |
| 105, 383Bulk Macro Floatation 1  1Charcoal |
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Adolf Fridriksson og Gardar Gudmundsson:
pingey

Einn merkasti en jafnframt minnst pekkti og 6adgengilegasti sogustadur & landinu er
an efa minjar vorpingstadarins i bingey. Eyjan er i midju Skjalfandafljoti, nordan
Godafoss, og skammt nordur af baeenum Fljotsbakka sem stendur austan ar. Nordan

hennar er dnnur eyja, Skuldapingsey. Gegnt er Gt i Skuldapingsey yfir stiflu & kvisl ar
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anni, en milli eyjanna er 6feert og rennur fljétio i djupum kvislum austan og vestan
pingeyjar.
I pessari skyrslu verdur fjallad um heimildir um pinghald, fyrirliggjandi lysingar &

minjum i eynni og sagt fra arangri vettvangsathugana 2004.

pétt bingey sé vissulega velpekktur
stadur & landinu, verdur litid radio af
' fornum heimildum um eyna. | fornsdgum
er bingey ekki nefnd, en i Reykdela
sogu, sem talin er hafa verid ritud a 13.
old, er héradspingid kallad Eyjarping.* |
I6gbdkum feer héradid pingeyjarping nafn
|| sitt af hinum forna pingstad, sem
| vaentanlega var par i eynni.® Eins og

Kristian Kalund hefur bent & pa er

landshlutinn nefndur Eyjarping pegar i

//}flﬁ f // ¥ Jarnsidu, en i Jonsbok bingeyjarping.t |
i
i

.:/ y ."!if/

Mynd 1. Kort af Pingey i Skjalfandafljoti

\ ‘ Audunarmaldaga 1318  segir ad
’é\"’é"';"f Helgastadakirkja eigi Pingey halfa og
pingstad umfram.” A 14. 6ld virdist pvi
stadsetning pingsins pekkt, annadhvort af
ornefnum og/eda synilegum minjum, og jafnvel méa alykta af ofangreindri lysingu ad
pad hafi verid naerri midri eynni. Lysingar a hvar i eyjunni pingid var koma ekki fram

fyrr en & sidustu 6ldum, pegar &hugi vaknar a fornéldinni og minjum um hana.

Ekki er kunnugt um athuganir & minjum i eynni fyrr en & 18. 6ld. Arni Magnsson
skrifadi stutta lysingu & Pingey i Skjalfandafljoti a fyrri hluta 18. aldar, getur par
ornefnisins "Pingholl" og segir jafnframt ad par séu engar pingbuda- eda

“Islenzk fornrit X, 236, 239, 240.

5 Hin forna 16gbok Islendinga sem nefnist Jarnsida edr Hakonarbok (Kaupmannahofn 1847). Jonsbok
og réttarbaetur, Olafur Hallddrsson gaf Gt (Kaupmannahdfn 1904), 6.3.

¢ P.E.K. Kélund, Bidrag til Historisk-Topografisk beskrivelse af Island, 11, 155.

" [slenzkt fornbréfasafn 11, bls. 431, sja einnig 111 573, 574.
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l6gréttuminjar.® Er pessi fullyrding Arna athyglisverd, ekki sist i 1josi pess sem adrir
freedimenn héldu fram sidar, pvi fornfredingar & 19. 6ld, fundu par fornleifar sem peir
tldu m.a. vera pingbudir fra sogudld.® Arni hafdi sérstakan &huga 4 ad afla
upplysinga um hina gleymdu, fornu pingstadi og minjar a peim, en hafdi ekki avallt
tok & ad fara sjalfur ad skoda pa. Taka ber lysingu hans med fyrirvara, pvi hafi verid
jafn illgreidfeert Ut i Pingey a hans timum og nu er, geti eins verid ad vitneskja um
minjar i eynni medal stadkunnugra heimildamanna hafi einfaldlega verid takmdorkud.
AJ minnsta kosti stangast han algerlega a vid sidari lysingar par sem nefndur er
Pingholl og minjar par i kring, nema menn a 18. 6ld hafi pekkt pessar toftir og ekki
talid peer til pingminja. Ummali Arna eru jafnframt dminnig um ad fara geetilega i ad
bendla syninlegar minjar & soégustad eda i nadgrenni hans vid sdgu stadarins i forndld.
Pingey er stor, um 5.3 km 16ng og 1.2 km breid par sem hin er breidust. Pingid geeti
hafa verid haldid hvar sem er, en a seinni 6ldum hafa peir sem a annad bord hafa
greint fra stadsetningu pess bent & sama stad, p.e. vid austurbakka hennar, dalitid
nordan vid midja eyju, og & méts vido Glumsstadasel. par er héll, nefndur “Pinghdll”
0g rustir og garoldg i kring.

[ séknarlysingu Sigurdar Grimssonar fra 1839 er eyjunni og minjunum lyst svo:

“... liggur ey i Fljétinu sem kollud er Skuldapingsey og er malt ad i forntid hafi par
verid skuldakréfuping haldin. Vestast vid pessa ey liggur kvisl af Fljotinu, og er i
henni yst har og breidur foss sem fellur fram af bjargi ofan i svokalladan Skipapoll.
Foss pessi er nefndur Ullarfoss. Dregur hann pad nafn af hvitfyssi, og mokkur sem
upp af honum leggur. Vestan vid pessa kvisl er bingey sem liggur half undir
Helgastadi. Fyrir vestan hana er énnur kvisl af Fljétinu og i henni stér foss sem heitir
Barnafellsfoss. Ey pessi er laglend med morgum lagum, eins og fornum farvegum.
Undir henni allri er hraungrj6t og vida standa klettar upp Ur henni. bar er einir,
fjalldrapi og lyng af vidartegundum, en finnungur og melur af grasi. A ey pessari er
melt ad haldid hafi verid ping i forntid og sjast par merki til pingstadar, bidatotta og
démhrings. Halfa pessa ey eiga Grenjadarstadir, Einarsstadir og Fljotsbakki og er hdn
brakud fyrir afrétt & sumrum en til beitar 4 vetrum pa Fljétid leggur.”*

Arid 1867 gerdi Arngrimur Gislason malari mynd af Pingey og nagrenni, ad 6sk

Sigurdar Gudmundssonar malara. A henni sjast m.a. toftaleifar’t. Kalund

® Arni Magnusson: Chorographica Islandica. Safn til ségu Islands og islenzkra bokmennta. Annar
flokkur, 1,2. (Reykjavik 1955), 96.

°P. E. Kristian Kélund: Bidrag I, 155. Daniel Bruun: Fortidsminder og nutidshjem paa Island:
Orienterende Undersogelser foretagne i 1896. Nordboernes Kulturliv i Fortid og Nutid. 1. Island. 1897,
Kh, Det Nordiske Forlag, 1897, 220-223. Brynjulfur Jonsson: “Rannsékn i Nordurlandi sumarid
1905.” Arbok hins islenzka fornleifafélags 1906 (1907), 3-6.

19 bingeyjarsyslur. Syslu- og soknalysingar Hins islenska békmenntafélags 1839-1844. Reykjvik 1994.
Ritstj.: Bjorn Hrdarsson, Heimir Palsson og Sigurveig Erlingsdéttir, bls. 114.

1 Kristjan Eldjarn: Arngrimur malari, Reykjavik: 1dunn, 1983.
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sogustadafreedingur for um landid & arunum 1872-74 og skrair fyrstur lysingar a
minjunum i Pingey og &standi peirra. Hann nefnir drnefnin Pinglag og Pingvelli
nordaustanmegin & eynni:

“Tingsteded hgrer imidlertid ikke til de bedst bevarede, idet anlaeggelsen af en — nu
igen opgivet — gard her naturlig har mattet medfare en ikke ringe forstyrrelse. Selve
garden synes saledes at have veeret bygget oven pa en @ldre tomt. Foruden uklare
spor af flere tomter ses dog endnu rester af 5-6 bodtomter — med retning fra nord til
syd -, der alle udmarke sig ved deres pafaldende lzngde, og endog til dels synes at
have udgjort hele bodraekker.”

Kalund nefnir einnig ad utan um budasvaedid séu tvo, bogadregin gardlog sem liggja

fra arbakkanum, en erfitt sé ad atta sig & aldri peirra.'?

Daniel Bruun héfudsmadur og fornleifakonnudur gerdi uppdratt af stadnum 1896.
Hann lysir Pingvollum sem flotum og breidum tanga, og bakkarnir allbrattir ad
austurkvisl fljétsins. Efst a tanganum er um 30 feta har, aflangur og einstakur holl,
bingh6ll. A uppdrattinum synir Bruun gardldgin tvd sem Kalund nefnir og taldi sig
sja um 13 toftir:

“Liggja tveir torfgardar i sveig upp fra fljotinu, og liggja badir endar peirra fram &
fljotsbakkann. Allar badat6ttir a stadnum svo og adurnefndur héll liggja innan ytri
garasins, en flestar badirnar eru p6 innan innri gardsins en héllinn ekki.

A nokkrum stodum eru leifar yngri hisa, eru peer af ba eda ef til vill adeins
fjarhdsum, sem par hafa verid reist (1-5, 8, og 10 a teikningunni [p.e. uppdretti
Bruuns]). Téttir pessara husa eru & lagum havéoum, par sem Gtlit er fyrir ad budir hafi
adur verid, og getur verid ad efni Ur peim hafi verid nytt i hisveggina.
Budirnar sjalfar (6,7,9,11,12 og 13) liggja i sméapyrpingum & vid og dreif, oft nokkrar
sambyggodar i framhaldi hver af annarri. Lengdarstefnan er adallega nordur-sudur.
Steersta budalengjan er rosklega 70 fet, en annars eru peer 15-30 feta langar. Breiddin
er yfirleitt um 15 fet (allt utanmal). Badirnar eru ni mjog sokknar i jord, en veggirnir
sjast po allgreinilega. begar ég kom parna fyrst 1896 grof ég dalitid i eina bad. bar
kom i 1j6s, ad veggirnir voru hladnir ar torfi og grjéti. Pad mun 6heett ad fullyrda, ad
tjaldad hafi verid yfir pseer med vadmali, medan dvalist var i peim.
a. Vestast eru 4-5 sambyggdar badir i beinni r6d (11), hin sydsta peirra mjog
litil.
b. Ppar fyrir austan liggja i r6d fra nordri til sudurs, fyrst budartétt, pvi naest
hastott i gdmlu badarsteedi, sidan tveer sambyggdar badir (12), er 6nnur peirra
kollug “stéra bad”, og loks enn ein bud (13).
c. Ennaustar i linu nordur-sudur er litil 6greinileg bud og énnur staerri.
d. Loks liggja nokkrar tottir sudaustan vid pessar nefndu, og virdast per allar
vera i gdmlum badarstedum.

Pad er pannig ljost, ad pingstadnum hefur verid raskad med nybyggingum. Ef til vill
hefur tan verid rektad hér, og geetu gardarnir verid i sambandi vid pad. b6 gegnir pad
nokkurri furdu ad gardarnir skuli vera tveir, hvor utan um annan og miklu breidari en

12 Kélund, Bidrag I1, 155-156.
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venjulegir vallargardar eda allt ad 16 fet. Engar buoir liggja ad ytri gardinum, en ad
innri gardinum liggur budarddin nr. 11, pannig ad gardurinn er vesturveggur peirra.
Ef vér gerum rad fyrir, ad gardarnir séu jafngamlir budunum, er torvelt ad finna
vidhlitandi skyringu a til hvers peir hafa verid gerdir a pingstadnum. Lega
pingstadarins a eyju, sem atla ma ad hafi verid 6byggd a pjodveldistimanum, bendir
Otvireett til ad menn hafi viljad einangra hann. EKki verdur ar pvi skorid, hvort
gardarnir kunni ad hafa att ad pjona einhverju sliku hlutverki.”*?

% Bruun, D., Fortidsminder og Nutidshjem paa Island. 2. utg. 1928 Kh.: Gyldendal.isl. pyd, Steindor
Steindorsson: Islenskt pjodlif i pasund ar. 1987, Reykjavik: Orn og Orlygur, 183-84.
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Mynd 3-4. Efri mynd: Uppdrattur Daniel Bruun af Pingeyjarminjum. Nedri mynd:
BUSir 12-13 (1) og 11 (11).

Brynjalfur Jonsson for & vegum Fornleifafélagsins Gt i bingey 1905 og gerdi einnig

uppdratt og gbda lysingu af minjunum (nimer Bruuns héfd innan hornklofa):

“...A pvi [nesinu] er pingstadurinn, og sjast hans gloggar menjar. Hefir pé nokkud
af peim eyadilagst vid pad, ad bar var gjérdur par i byrjun 19. aldar. Hann st6d um 40
ar. Eru par audpekktar toftir paer, er baeenum tilheyra. En sumstadar sjer & forntoftir at
undan peim. Hefir par verid bygt ofan & pingbudarto6ftir. bad er merkilegt vid penna
pingstad, ad utan um hann er tvofold girding, hvortveggi mjog fornleg, og hafa peir
gardar verid afar miklir... Buoatoftir eru eigi allfaar: Vesturhlid innri girdingarinnar
er myndud af badardd [nr. 11], sem liggur fra nordri til sudurs. bad eru 5 badir: hin
sydzta nal. 8 fdm. 16ng, en hver hinna hér um bil helmingi styttri. Austur fra hinni
I6ngu toftinni er sérstok toft [ekki & uppdr. DB], ferskeytt fremur litil. Beint sudur af
budarddinni er einstok toft [ekki & uppdr. DB] fyrir utan (innri) girdinguna og er
nordurendinn afastur vid hana og nokkud 6gldggur, svo ekki er haegt ad dkveda lengd
bGdarinnar. En einna sterst er hun af badunum. Nokkrum fédmum austur fra
badarddinni er nyleg toft allmikil [nr. 10]. Hun hefir tilheyrt beenum og verid
annadhvort fjarrétt eda heystedi. Han liggur fra nordri til sudurs Fyrir badatéftum
vottar vio bada enda hennar, og er likur til, ad hin hafi verid sett ofan & budaréo.
Framhald af peirri rdd til nordurs heldur svo &fram fyrir utan innri girdinguna nordéur
ad hinni ytri. Eru par fyrir vist 4 toftir [nr. 12-13], og allar stérar: 6-8 fom. & lengd,
nema hin sydsta, sem nast er innri girdingunni: hin er um 4 fdm. A steerd vid hana er
sjerstok toft [ekki a uppdr. DB], sem liggur einstdk fyrir austan pessa bidaréd hér um
bil midja. Mitt & milli nyju toftarinnar, sem nylega var getid, og binghdls er stok toft
[nr. 8] langt fra 6llum 63rum; hin er einna 6gldggust og eigi stor. Ut litur fyrir, ad
buoartoft sé &fost innri girdingunni sunnan undir Pinghdl, po er pad 6glogt, enda
tekur par vid nyleg toft [nr. 1] sem baenum hefir tilheyrt, hvad sem par kann ad hafa
verido &our. Nordaustur frd& holnum er enn budaréd [nr. 3], sem liggur fra
kvislarbakkanum til nordvesturs. Hun er fremur 6glogg og nidursokkin. Virdast par
hafa verid 4 budir og eigi alllitlar. Bejartoftin [nr. 5] er sudur frd Pinghdl &
kvislarbakkanum, og sér einnig & budatattir it undan henni & tvo vegu. Nordvestur fra
beejartéftinni og eigi langt fra henni er enn nyleg téft [nr. 4]. Eigi verdur séd, ad han
sé sett ofan & fornvirki. Yfir um pvera sudausturhlid hélsins sér fyrir nylegum gardi:
mun pad hafa att ad verda tangardur, en raunar hefir tanid aldrei ordid graett, og
tingardurinn eigi haldié afram. Skamt fra sudurenda gardspottans hefir verid byrjad
& ad byggja ofurlitinn kalgard eda eitthvad pess konar, en virdist eigi heldur hafa
ordid fullgert. A nordvesturhlid holsins vottar fyrir fornlegum hring [ekki & uppdr.
DB]; hallar honum ofan af hélnum og er hann ad nedanverdu ordinn ad stérpyfi. -
Utan vid ytri girdinguna sudvestanmegin er litill holl, lagur og flatur med sléttu
hraunmalar yfirbordi. Kringum hann er hringgardur [ekki & uppdr DB], 38 fom. um
kring, og er hann dalitid fralaus holnum nordanmegin. Pad er eina mannvirkid sem
eg gat séd utan girdinga."*

“ Brynjalfur Jonsson: “Rannsokn & Nordurlandi sumarid 1905.” Arbok 1906, bls. 3-6.
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Pingeyjarpingstadur.

WY

a. Pingholl. b-b. nyvirki: baejartoft o. fl.

Mynd 5. Uppdrattur Brynjulfs Jonssonar 1905.

Lysingar Bruuns og Brynjllfs eru per itarlegustu sem birtar hafa verid. I lysingu Jons
Sigurdssonar fra Ystafelli sem er frd arinu 1950 segir svo: “pingstadurinn var &
austanverdri eyjunni, ut og yfir fra Glaumbajarseli. Gamall farvegur og gréinn liggur
padan nordur ad Skipapolli og heitir binglag. Par heita, nordar fra pingstadnum,
Galgaklettar, sinn hvorum megin farvegarins og svo mjétt & milli, ad vel matti leggja
tré yfir. Sudurspordur Skuldapingseyjar er rétt nordan vid pingstadinn, og er
Skuldapingseyjarkvislin & milli.” Jon segir einnig fra baeenum sem reistur var i eynni:
“Beer var byggdur a pingstadnum 1844 og hét Pingey. Byggdin stdéd 21 ar og fell
nidur 1865, og hefur sennilega aldrei verid byggd a bingey adur, og aldrei sidan.
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Fimm baendur bjuggu parna hver eftir annan, og 9 ar sa, er lengst bjd, svo skamvinn
var abud hinna. Engi er ekkert & bingey, adeins ¢rsmair finnungsbollar hér og par, og
tan hefur verid orlitid, en Gtbeitin er ageet, og jardselt.”*® I 6rnefnaskra fyrir bingey
fra s.hl. 20 aldar er stadsetningu pingsins getid & sama hatt og i eldri lysingum: “Par
[gegnt Glaumbajarseli] kemur eins og vik inn i Pingey, og nordan pess myndast pa
nes. A pvi nesi eru pingstadarristirnar. Petta er nG nefnt bingvellir.” 1 skranni er
tvofalda gardlagid nefnt, og héllinn Pinghdll: “Nokkud er af fornum rastum parna.
En gomlu bajarrastirnar hafa skemmt paer.” ** Ornefnid “pPingvellir’ er synt a
herforingjaradskorti, par sem barinn Pingey og rastir pingsins eru. EKki er kunnugt
um adrar lysingar byggdar & athugunum fyrr en pa sem gerd var vid nyja

vettvangsrannsokn sumarid 2004 og greint verdur fra hér a eftir.

Nyjar athuganir 2004

bingey

Sudur-pingeyjarsysiu
GPS-maling

Fornkifasofnun isiands
Agust2004 GG

Skiélfandafijs

Mynd 6. Uppdrattur eftir meaelingum i Pingey 2004.
Sumarid 2004 f¢é lurskooa eldri

lysingar, kanna astand minjanna nu og loks gera samanburd a peim vid minjar sem vid

13 36n Sigurdsson fra Yztafelli: Sudur-bingeyjarsysla. Ritsafn Pingeyinga I, Lysing Pingeyjarsyslu 1.
Reykjavik 1954. Bls. 300-301. i
18 Ornefnaskréa, Pingey, 2-3. Opr. “Ornefnastofnun Islands.
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héfum athugad & 6drum vorpingstddum a sidustu arum i peirri von ad varpa megi nyju
ljosi & pingminjar og pinghald i fornéld.

Vid geroum nakvaeman uppdréatt af peim minjum sem par eru sjaanlegar. bar eru leifar
beajar og tvofaldur tungardur i kring. En par eru einnig fornar toftaleifar sem eru
Olikar venjulegum landbdnadarminjum, en minna oOneitanlega & budatoftir sem finna
ma a 6drum vorpingstooum. Toftir pessar eru aflangar, og skiptast i nokkur holf, og
liggja i reglulegum rédum. Talsvert rof er vid arbakkann austan pingstadarins, en ad

60ru leyti eru minjarnar ekki i mikilli haettu.

Adferoir

Markmid rannsdkna & pinghaldi kalla & mjég nakvaema uppmalingu og hefur
petta verkefni pvi jafnframt ordid vettvangur til ad proa nyjar adferdir vid islenska
minjakortagerd. Vid melingar & minjunum var notud sérstok gerd GPS
stadsetningarteekja (differential GPS) sem samanstanda af tveimur méttokuloftnetum
(Trimble 4600LS), grunnstdd og flakkara, og gagnastokki (Trimble TDC1).
Nakvemni melinga eftir vinnslu er afar mikil (1sm). Jafnframt pvi ad heaegt er ad
mela einstaka punkta & mjog skdmmum tima (5 sek) er haegt ad lata tekin skra i
prividd feril flakkarans med 5 sekindna millibili sem gefur kost & pvi ad ganga med
flakkarann um rastir og rustasveedi og skrd pannig nidur mikinn fjolda punkta &
skdmmum tima. Einfaldasta og skjotasta adferdin vid melingu er ad “ganga” rustirnar
0g rustasvaedid og lata teekin skrd punkta vidstodulaust. Ad vettvangsvinnu lokinni
eru gognin ar mottokutaekjunum faerd yfir i tolvu til vinnslu. Utreikningar & punktum
fer fram i forritinu GPSurvey fra Trimble. Punktaskréar eru sidan faerdar i forritio
Surfer par sem hadarlinuteikningar og yfirbordslikon eru unnin. pessi banadur var
notadur til ad skrd maligdgn og gera uppdretti og haedarlikon af pingminjum, sem
gerir mogulegt ad greina helstu einkenni pingstada, s.s. steerd og légun og dreifingu
buda, og bera saman skipulag og gerd pingminja fra mismunandi stédum & landinu.

Samanburdur vid fyrri athuganir

Nidurstada vettvangsathugana arid 2004 stadfestir i storum drattum lysingar Bruuns
og Brynjulfs. Ohatt er ad segja ad lysingar peirra eru svotil samhljéda, a.m.k. hvad
adalatridin vardar: par er holl, gardlogin tvo, baejarleifar, og nokkrar budatoftir. |
sumar téftanna hefur sidan verid byggt. Nokkur fravik eru, enda ekki audvelt ad sja
hvad er toft og hvad ekki i pyfou landi (sbr Toflu 1): A uppdrétt Brynjulfs vantar toft
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sem hann lysir sjalfur og er rétt austan vid budatoftina (nr 12) sem er milli gardlaga.
pessa toft nefnir Bruun ekki medal peirra prettan sem hann sa. Samkveemt okkar
athugun virdist par vera toft og fer hin hérmed ndmerid 14. Jafnframt taldi
Brynjulfur sig sja langa toft sunnan vid innra gardlagid, sem Bruun sa ekki heldur.
Okkur synist par vera téftarbrot, og feer pad nimerid 15. Loks nefnir Brynjulfur tvo
hringa, annan nordvestan & binghol, og hinn i kringum hél vid sudvesturhorn ytri
girdingar. Bruun nefnir pa ekki, og ekki tokst okkur ad koma auga & pa. bad er rétt ad
vid Pinghol er pufnakragi sem gengur i dalitinn sveig og minnir & hringlaga
mannvirki, og sést mota fyrir honum a loftmyndinni (mynd 1), en hann geeti eins verid
nattirumyndun. Sému sogu er ad segja um hringinn kringum hoélinn  vid
sudvesturhorn ytri gardsins. Sest hann einnig & loftmyndinni, og er raunar ekki
hringlaga, heldur fremur sporbaugslaga, og naer i kringum blasinn holkoll. Geti petta
einnig verid pafnakragi, eda bakki sem myndast hefur vid uppblasturinn. Haegt veeri
ad skera ur um petta mal med uppgrefti, en hér er rétt ad nefna ad Brynjulfur leitadi
akaft af hringlaga mannvirkjum & pingstddum fornaldar. Taldi hann ad auk budartéfta
a@tti ad finnast domhringur pingsins. 1 ljosi nylegra rannsokna & peim fjolmargu
hringlaga toftum sem nefndar hafa verid “domhringar”, virdist pé astaeda til ad efast
um gildi slikra alpyduskyringa, og eru engin demi pekkt um pessa tegund

mannvirkja, 4 fornum pingstédum eda utan peirra.'’

Nr. | Sterd Lengdarstefna | Lysing

1 13X7m NV-SA Aflong téft, skiptist i 3 holf.

2 20x12m | ANA-VSV Ferhyrnt gerdi.

3 18x8m NNV-SSA Afldng toft, skiptist i 4 holf.

4 12x6m NNV-SSA Afldng téft, skiptist i 2 holf.

4b | 16x10m | NNV-SSA Toftarbrot undir toft nr 4.

5 38x20m | A-V Bejarstaedi, skiptist i nokkur sma holf.

6 8x7m NV-SA Ferhyrnd toft.

7 ? ? A uppdr DB, en ekki BJ, og sast ekki 2004
8 8x6m N-S Litil, ferhyrnd toft

9 10x6m NNA-SSV Afléng téft, opin i sudurenda

10 | 22x8m NNA-SSV Aflong téft, skiptist i 3 holf

10b | 30x12m | NNA-SSV Afldng toft, undir nr 10.

11 | 38x8m NNA-SSV Afldng téft, skiptist i 3 holf og litid aukaholf
12 | 40x8m NNA-SSV Afldng toft, skiptist i 3 holf

13 | 10x8m NNA-SSV Aflong toft, dskipt.

14 | 8x8m Ogreinilegt

15 |12?7x8m | NNA-SSV Aflong toft, opin i nordur

16 | 40x8m NNA-SSV Ogreinileg ummerki um toft undir innra gardlagi

7 Adolf Fridriksson and Orri Vésteinsson, Démhringa saga. Grein um fornleifaskyringar. Saga, 1992.
XXX, 7-79.
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Tafla 1. Maldar téftir i Pingey 2004.

Taka méa undir ord peirra Bruuns og Brynjalfs um ad minjarnar eru greinilega ekki
allar fra sama tima, en ekki verdur giskad & hvort peer skiptist i sdgualdarminjar og
minjar fra 19. 6ld, eda hvort byggingasagan sé i raun floknari. bingeyjarminjar minna
um margt & astandid & bingskalum og Hegranesi: par er fjoldi téfta, sem talinn er vera
leifar um pinghaldid, en inn & milli eru baejartoftir og gardldg i kring. 1 Pingey virdast
flestar minjar neest arbakkanum vera fra sidari timum. Su sydsta er greinilega
bejartoft, & dalitlum hol (nr 5), og skiptist han i nokkur holf. Sennilega er pad
baejarstedid fra 19. 6ld. Neerri arbakkanum er aflong toft (nr 3), sem skiptist i 3 holf,
og taldi Bruun hana vera leifar yngri hdsa, en Brynjulfur aleit hana vera pingbudardd.
Bruun og Brynjalfur reyndu badir ad haekka télu meintra buda og téldu sig geta séd ad
sumar yngri toftanna stedu i eldri téftum. Stdra téftin sem er nyrst, en innan innra
gardlags geeti verid godmul toft sem hefur verid grafin Gt og notud & ny, og mé vera ad
beerinn hafi verid reistur & eldri téft. Ef vid fylgjum adferd fornfreedinganna meetti
jafnvel beeta vid enn 6drum stad: langa toftin sunnan innra gardlags, og sem var hér ad
ofan gefid nimerid 15. Mjog erfitt er ad atta sig a peirri toft & vettvangi, en ar lofti
birtist ménnum ny syn: svo virdist sem gervallur vesturveggur innra gardlagsins liggi
& eda vid eldri toftir. Sunnan vid toft 11 vottar fyrir toftum af svipadri steerd og logun
og er peim hérmed gefid numerid 16. Melingar og lysing Brynjulfs a pessum hluta
minjasvadisins koma ekki heim og saman vid nyju mealingarnar, en svo virdist sem
hann hafi gert sér grein fyrir pvi ad gardhledslan fylgdi eldri toftaveggjum alla leid.
Pad sem stydur pessa tdlkun er ad meintar toftir (nr 16) liggja i somu stefnu og virdast

i somu hlutféllum og adrar stérar toftir & sveedinu, p.e. nr. 10, 11 og 12.

patt fullyrda megi ad minjarnar séu ekki allar frd sama tima, er vandasamara ad segja
til um edli peirra. Vitad er ad buid var i eynni & 19. 6ld, og efalitid heyra nylegu
rastirnar til pessa lokaskeids buskapar par. Liklegt er ad minjarnr 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 9 og 10
tilheyri baskaparsogu fra sidari timum, en 3, 4b, 8, 10b, 11-16 séu eldri. En hvad um
pessar eldri minjar? Eru einhver synileg spor um pinghald? Eru eldri minjarnar hluti
af pingstad eda einfaldlega leifar eldra bylis eda ummerki um pau not sem menn gatu
haft af eynni i aldanna ras? Ekki verda gefin akvedin svor vid pessum spurningum &

grundvelli yfirbordsathugana eingdngu, enda pyrfti ad minnsta kosti ad grafa i
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minjarnar prufuskurdi og ganga Ur skugga um hvort husin hafi verid hibyli, skepnuhus
eda buoair, og athuga afstddu mannvistarleifa til gjéskulaga i jardveginum, i von um ad
fa skyrar visbendingar um aldur minjanna. En par sem uppgroftur hefur ekki farid
fram, verdur ad sinni 1atid reyna a tulkun pess sem sja ma & yfirbordi og nidurstodu

melinga.

Fornleifar i Pingey
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Segja ma ad synilegar toftir i Pingey skiptist i tvo flokka. Annarsvegar eru misstorar
toftir, misjafnar ad 16gun og gerd, sem liggja oreglulega hér og par, og hinsvegar eru
aflangar toftir sem liggja i beinum r6dum, med lengdarstefnu N-S, og skiptast nidur i
regluleg, vel afmokrud holf. Toftir i sidarnefnda flokknum hafa fyrri athugendur talid
vera leifar pingbtda, og er freistandi ad taka undir pa skodun. A sidustu &rum héfum
vid melt upp og skodad meintar pingbudir @ 6drum pingstddum a landinu, og verdur
pvi ekki neitad ad aflongu toftirnar i pingey svipar mjog til tofta sem par finnast. Er
pad annarsvegar l6gun téftanna, og hinsvegar afstada peirra hver til annarar sem gefur
peim améta yfirbragd. Minna stéru toftirnar i bingey mjog & sterstu toftirnar i
Hegranesi: aflangar, allar med somu lengdarstefnu, um 40 m langar og skiptast i 3-4
holf. Toftir sem pessar virdast einnig fatidar utan pingstada. Serkennileg tilviljun veeri
pad, ef aflongu toftunum i bingey svipadi til mannvirkja & 6drum pingstédum, en
hefdu ekkert med pinghald ad gera. Pad atridi sem helst veikir skodun fyrri athugenda
er dvissan um fjolda buoa i Pingey. Ef peer toftir eru taldar til bada sem svipar til
meintra budat6fta annarsstadar, pa eru paer ekki nema um c. 6-8 (budaholf), likt og
Kalund taldi. par eru einkum 2 stérar og aflangar toftir, sem skiptast i nokkur holf, en
veenta hefdi matt fleiri buda & stérum héradspingstad. Med gédum vilja meetti tosa
budafjoldann upp i 17-18. Sem demi mé& nefna eru yfir 30 téftir & Hegranespingi i
Skagafirdi. Eins og fram hefur komid er mogulegt ad byggt hafi verid ofan i adrar
budatoftir i eynni, og ad sumar peirra séu eyddar eda seéu ogreinilegar. Ef vid skodum
I6gun hinna meintu badatéfta pd minna peer a samsvarandi mannvirki a 6drum
pingstodum, en peer eru heldur ekki 6svipadar storum skalatoftum, p.e. baejarhisum
fr4 landndmsold. Nyrsta toftin i Pingey er ekki dsvipud stora skalanum sem
rannsakadur hefur verid & Hofstooum i Myvatnssveit. Par er alika stor, aflong toft,
med minni téft vid annan endann og jarohds vid hasgaflinn. Svipadar hasatoftir eru
t.a.m. hja Hofteigi i Jokuldal og hja Hofi i Vopnafirdi (Mynd 7). Eins eru deemi um
stadi par sem synilegar eru margar toftir, svo margar ad manni kemur i hug su
almenna mynd sem vid héfum af Pingvéllum og vorpingstédunum, med kradaki af
toftum, en petta eru stadir sem hafa ekki verid ordadir vid pinghald i fornéld. Dami
um petta eru toftirnar i taninu & Hofi & Flateyjardal. Par sjast leifar sidasta
beejarsteedisins og & vid og dreif eru margar kynslodir bygginga sem ventanlega

tilheyra sogu barekstrar & baenum.
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Loks er vert ad nefna pridja atridid sem geeti gert minjarnar um pingid i Pingey dalitid
tortryggilegar, en pad er dularfulli minjastadurinn i Skuldapingsey, 6rskammt fra
pingvelli i bPingey. bar eru margar toftir, um 25-30, sem minna umfram allt & pingstad.
Nidurstada pessara hugleidinga er st ad ekki eru 6ll kurl komin til grafar hvad
Pingeyjarminjar vardar. Ekki verdur haegt ad leysa pann talkunarvanda sem minjarnar
i bingey eru flaektar i an pess ad gera par frekari rannsoknir med uppgrefti.

Mynd 9. Uppmeling i Pingey 2004
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